Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



f 




Or. Karl Wlttfogel 



r~" 



L J 



■V 






r^\ 



Loe- 



\ 



I 



il 



^t 






' 



pBSERVATIONS 



ON TUC 



LAW AND CONSTITUTION 



OP 



INDIA, 



ON THJi 

NATURE OF LANDED TENURES, 

AND ON THE 

SYSTEM OF REVENUE AND FINANCE, 

AS BSTABUSHID BY THE 

MOOHUMMUDUM LAW AND MOGHUL GOVERNMENT; 

WITH 
INTO THE 

REVENUE AND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION, 

AND 

REGULATIONS OF POLICE 

AT rRESENX KXISTIVG 

IN BENGAL. 



LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR KINGSBURY, PARBURY, AND ALLEN, 

LSAiDfiNHALt^ «i:a££Tk 

1825. 



LONDON: 
VBIHTBD BT COX AVD BATUSy ORKAX QUHK 



CONTENTS. 



Page 
PaEFACB y 

Chap. I. — On the Law and Constitution of India 1 

Chap. II — On the Nature of Tenures, according to the 

Law of India, under the Moohummudan 

Government 26 

Chap. III. — On Taxation and Revenue under a Moohummu- 
dan Government 97 

Chap. IV- — ^On the Present System of Revenue, Permanent 

Settlement 128 

Chap. V. — On the Judicial Administration 289 

Chap. VI.— On the Police 345 

Appendix , 385 



-Ji 



PREFACE. 



It is by no means unusual with writers to commence their 
Preface by telling the public the reasons which induced them to 
undertake their prefaced work ; as if the motives of an author, 
in attempting to edify or entertain them, were to be taken, for- 
sQoth, as a set-off against the meagreness of the repast he has 
provided. 

• But the public do not believe one-half of what they are told 
on such occasions. I shall therefore not endanger a moiety of 
my veracity, by following, in this^ the footsteps even of the 
greatest professors of patriotism and public q>irit. 

It is nevertheless right I should intimate, that particular pur- 
suits, both public and private, in which I have been engaged 
during a very long residence in India^ demanded acquirement? 
which, I presume, have given me some advantages in disci^^ing 
the subjects contained in the following sheets. To bow small 

t^ ei^tent I haye e^biM tbo^ ^vantageSf without Ae 
slightest affectation, I really am perfectly aware. But sg much, 
has been already written on the affairs of India, that the rea4^ 
will npt> I trustji expect any very ^reat addition to the general 
stock of information. . 

a 3 Yet 
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Yet, considering the jarring opinions which have been held, 
regarding the government of India, by men of the highest repu- 
tation as scholars, statesmen, historians, as functionaries both of 
tlie oriental and occidental branches of that government, I can- 
not but think that an attempt to trace the nature of that consti- 
tution through the long-prevailing aberrations of the administra- 
tion of that country to its original place in the ancient system of 
India, whence the whole was precipitated by the convulsion 
which produced the decline and ultimate fall of the Moghul 
government, will not be deemed uninteresting nor void of im- 
portance. 

Those who have written on the affairs of India, whether as to 
the -administration of the law or of the revenue, have, generally 
speaking, got entangled in the jungles (to use an Eastern phrase) 
both of <' Hindu and Mahometan " antiquity ; some looking to 
Sanscrit, some to Arabic, to guide them through the labyrinth : 
sometimes to Hindoo law, known to be obsolete ; sometimes to 
Hindoo histdiy, known to be fiction : sometimes to Moohum- 
mudan law, not understood ; sometimes to Moohummudan 
history, not to be believed ; till bewildered, and yet obliged to 
write, it is no wonder that they have not been able to explain 

intelligibly the nature of the institutions they attempted to 

• * » . • ... 

describe, nor to fix upon the real source whence those institu- 
tions wete derived. 

. > ■ • •• 

The whole &bric of the Moghul constitution must have been 
supposed not only to have been demolished, but even the ruins 
so completely dissipated, that they were irrecoverably lost ; for, 
otherwise, the humanity of the English government would have 
indued them to examine its nature and try its value, before it 

was 
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was thrown aside to make way for new laws and regalationi, 
which, with the most benevolent intention, nevertheless oveti* 
threw the ancient institutions of the country. 

It is consolatory, however, to reflect^ that the only irretriev- 
able step of great moment that has yet been taken, is the per- 
manent limitation of the land revenue of the Bengal Province^ 
and districts on the coast permanently settled. In other matters 
(and elsewhere, with respect to the revenue also), the door of 
improvement is not yet fully shut. 

The recent accession of territory to the British dominions 
renders the more important what information is contained in the 
foUowiog pages. To those who are entrusted with the adminis* - 
tration of India, it is hoped that it may prove useful. They 
will legislate, for the future at least, with the benefit of knowing 
the effects of the past ; and should this little volume assist them, 
it will fulfil the intentions of its author. 

A portion of what follows was written many years ago, and 
will be recognized^ no doubt, by some who saw it at the time 
I allude to : the remainder has been subsequently added, during 
the hours of relaxation from public duty : but, with the excep- 
tion of a very trifling portion^ and corrections to keep pace with 
the growing state of the revenue, more than three years have 
elapsed since the whole work was finished. 

It is but just that I should notice this, the more especially as 
within the above period some publications have appeared, which, 
had they been previously in existence (one especially), I should 
probably have noticed in the work. 

a 4 It 
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It \$ ixasmqe^^ry to say i»or^ on tha subjf^d of qiy awn hook* . 
Tbfi publication to which I allude h an *^ Jn^pdry into the E^ 
pediency of applj/ing the Prvicipks of Coionhl ' Poticif to the^ 
Government of India" It is evidently the production of a 
po^ti^^al partisan ; and not replete with information^ either in^- 
portant in it&elfy or in point of fact correct* The author is 
c^rly a ^' reading animal ;" but^ like many of that clas3» he ha& 
oy^r^re^dhims^Ify and has stored* till it will hold no more* his 
hpad with the ideas of oth^rs^ with the opinions of men^ some of 
them indeed men of celebrity, but whose judgment was neces- 
sarily formed on facts, now known to be erroneous ; and there- 
fgire such opinions ougbt no longer to be taken as sound doctruie 
by those who are desirous of nothing more than the attainmept 
of truth, which however does not appear to be the sole aim of 
thi^ writer. 

A strain of dog^uitical rfidicalism runs through the worj:^ 
which leads us to expect vraf upop all constituted authoritiea ; 
nor are we disappointed. But its principal batteries are planted 
against the Honour^le Company : a body, which at one time 
the author chapacterif es. as totally insigni69aptji and at aPQther 
as immicfd^ both in constitution and in practice, to the intc^^its 
of India ; which, he tells us^ that body is wholly incoippetent to 
govern. He describes: the Company, indeed, ^ « b4|vi|ig tlieir 
<< paramount interest diametrically (^pos^ tot the w^&re of 
"India." 

The absurdity of aV this i» sufiiciently obviouf « But whf n 
yK^ have reason t9 suspect that th^ person who wrot^ it bk 
^uall^ in the service of the bo4y which he treats with so un« 
becoming irreverence of language^ we cannot but feel di^usted. 

If 
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If iti» mtbor bad any new dbcoveiy to mi^ ^qt tl|^ systfia 
wbich the British legislature has thought piToper lo eitfbllsh fiw 
the government of India and for the regulation of its commerce, 
il is scarcely -pocisible to 9up{>09e h^ut that a tempevate» bov^eser 
strong, ei^positioa of his planq w^uld have met witJb ihie ajtien- 
tioii. 

Thi% however, we must prlsume would not ha^ suited the 
temperament of the author ; for, judging from hia book, ooe ia 
led to the irresistible conqlusion, that whilst he recommends hia. 
political nostrum " colonization " as a remedy for all the mala- 
dies of India, to secure the annihilation of the Company ho 
would gladly sacrifice even colonisation itself. 

It has been ih^ fashion, and a fashion of very }o»g ftaodiog, 
among a certain desfription of writers* to represent the ISaal^ 
India Company as a corppmte body of ojonopoKsiog mc^chaata, 
totally and entirely bent on following their own interests, like 
the firm of Messrs; A. B* C^ a^d Co., or any other associated 
individua}f : and thii^ author, with 6n ample ahare of confidence 
in exhibiting the long-escploded error> attadcs them in the moat 
^Str^vag^t Banner qs. such; citiag and vanquishing, as \ip 
doubtieas thinks^ ^ varic^ty of apologetic arguments, wUch he haa- 
selected as havnig been ad<luced, witliin the la&t and preseBt 
q^Utry, op the Company's behalf; concluding, no doubt, bei> . 
cAUfl^he ba$ fiih^wn the lu^skiifulness of theur advocates^ t^at he: 
bf^ demonatT^ted the weakness of their cause. 

Now I must, at once, protest— .first, against this view of the; 
constitution of the East India Company ; and, secondly, against 

Holding thai CompAPy rwponsifele for the .ai^uments which haVe 

been 
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been used on their behalf, even though their own body may at 
some period have adopted them. 

In whatever light the £ast*India Company, and the affiurs of 
India, may have been viewed by the politicians and the nation 
at laige in former times, when our possessions in the East were 
small, and their tenure but precarious, it is obvious that our 
Asiatic dominions do now form a jSortion of the British Empire ; 
and that the system adopted for the government of India makes, 
in our time, at least a component part of the British constitu*' 
tion. The interests of India are now so intimately interwoven 
with those of England^ that whatever may be urged theoreti'* 
cally, in practice they have become identified. * The political 
regulations by which this great member of the general system 
is governed are not to be separated from those of that system 
itself; and the main power which moves the one, does infiict 
giv^ aind must give, motion to the other* 

The Court of Directors is a part of this splendid machinery, 
and a very important part. To represent that court, therefore, 
as a body having its paramount interest, or an iato'est at all, 
opposed to, or distinct from, the int^^st of the British nation, is 
no less absurd than it is unfounded. It is scarcely possible to 
treat such a misrepresentation with greater contempt than by 
saying that it is a vulgar error. So .. nearly allied to this is 
another erroneous notion of this author, equally vulgar, when 
he assures us, assumes and argues under the belief, that the 
existence of the Company depends on the permanence of their 
character as a mercantile body. 

That the Company will continue to carry on their commercial 

concerns 
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concerns I see- no reason to doubt* But that the existeece ot 
that body is altogether independent of commerce^ can ooljr be 
questioned by those a£ the present day, who, like this author, 
have shut their own eyes to the change which has taken piace 
in the tiature of the Indian governinent, and speak of present 
a&irs throu^ the organs or opinions of writers of the las^ 
century. 

Since, therefore, as I mmtun, the body known to us as tl^ 
Court of IXrectors <^ the East India Coaoapany is in fact a 
branch of the English executive government, the stability of 
that body no more depends on its foUomng the pnctiiits of 
commeroe than the stability of the English government itself 
does. 

That the Court of Dir^^ors, as well as any other branch of 
the goveminent of England, may fall before the axe of mistaken 
policy, is posi»ble ; but the one no more necessarily follows the 
surrendmr of commercial pursuits than the other. So far, 
indeed, it is essential to the nation that commerce with India 
shaU be continued. The Company are bound to the:oountiy to 
see that such comm^ce is carried on ; and if indiriduals are 
incompetent to do this, die duty will thai fall upon the Com- 
pany. But the questkm of necessary dependence on eommeree 
is that which is discussed ; and I think that idea must now be 
generally considered as completely antiquated. 

To beeome die champion of the syii^m of government, 
which the combined wisdom of the British nation, afler the 
most earnest investigation, canvassed and purified by the ordeal 
of the conflicting talents of such men as Mr. Pitt, Mr.' Burke, 

Mr. 



Mr. Fox, the late Lorda MeiTtUe* Minted &cu, would be quite 
8uperflu6u»«g«iiiat an aBtagonift, whose object, like (thai of the 
airthor of the '< loquiiy,*' appears to be << ^ radical t^agm^' 
that is, the mfomi of deaw&Vt^n, rather than that of real 
improvement. 

The abolition of the Company is his desideratum ; and the 
reform he prescribes is " colonization.'' But we know from 
experienoe, a test ftr more valoahle than the opinion of this 
wrker^ tl^t^ without the annOiiUtion of the Hwouritble Com* 
pany, the India government has proved itself to be nol in^iiioff 
to any in the worlds whether it be viewed with refer^ice to i^ 
energy in opposing the hostile des^s of its enemies^ or in 
ameliorating the condition of its subjects. 

Surely that degree of rashness cannot be dbtant ih>in ililly> 
that would puU down a piece of mechanism, though perhaps 
not absolutely perfect, which neverlbelesA Wor|c0 so weU. 

« 

Pmetical excellence is a good weapon afainst a thearelioai 
opponent ; hut the system of government Stmmi f<^ fodui 
does not depend ,on tibis one weapon alone. It is ii^ tbeorjr 
i^rinaically exosllent. For what superior d€»ree of excellence 
can any brandh of the Epglish govemnwnl (of any government) 
possess, than to have the benefit of all the wisdom, of all the 
energy of the whole of that government ? Thte Indian govern- 
ment, through the ministers of the crown, possesses this advan- 
tage ; whilst, by the intervention of a co-eflSoient body in^i^be 
Court of Directors, all undue influence which would otherwise 
follow supreme power, and become hurtful both to (England and 
to India, is amply neutralized and rendered innoxious to both. 

Those 
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Hiom who wish the goTermneat ef £i%ltnd to be made 
more independent of this people and of public opinion by the 
acquisition of thb patronage of India, may see the ekpediencj 
of dispensing with such a body as the Court of Directors ; but 
those who are satisfied with the British constitution as it is, 
theoretically at ieasty will not propose a theoretical change in 
Aut of India, mraly^ in thi8^ department. 



And widi ffespdtt to the goy«mibent alMt)ad| we may say of 
it in a few wotds, that it has all the ttketgy individuality ooofFrs 
•npoweTy ail tbe wisdom whidi experienoed counsellors can 
^oitiibifefee } ttnd44«.what no psmmount gor^rMaim can be^t is 
wAfttt to liuit nediersle liegree of sduiauy responsilidityj as an 
executhre^ wiOioiit Which dfacrecioMry power is liable to deiFJate 
en die one hand into despotisin^ or on the other into davisb and 
cneigolic tfanidity. 

The great nm who de^sed this q^stem for the goremment of 
ladiay we klioWi (rom unquet^onabk authority, deemed the sub- 
Jfettt eae 6f the deepest Importance ; and, as such^ gave the 
eonsidttatioa of it all the attention which even Mr. Pitt's mmd 
eeoM iMtow. It has met with very genotti support, which 
notbfaigbui the experience of its fitness had produced and is 
daily increasiiig. To say that it Ms lihbrt of peH^tion admits 
tmvtdkA^M the gretitest latitude for approbation, and partial 
ftihure in its administratioiii may also be acknowledged witliout 
any disparagement. It is even allowable to those who write, to 
iMipiiiy iis defbets with die view to hasten improvement : but 
wliai iiiali #e My (if tte wtket who, Hegardless of ttie nature ^ 
<he w mtm Viy mA mmt of society for which he woudd legislMe, 
recommends to us the abirfition of tfie tried ahd approved 

system 
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syilem of Indui» and tbe subalitudon of wlial his cdono-poiki- 
cal oiackfl have adrocated for the WestJndia Isfands and tbe 

m 

Mrtids of America? 

<« CoioaiaatkMi " h tbe great and sole specific of this audMir 
"" for a}i the diseaaes which «e to be foxmd in the gevenuAent of 
lodsa. Lei «< colonization " but be adaiinista^d, and India it 
saved. Butwemay say of this prescription^ in more sacred 
lABgllAge Ibitti the ocoaston requires, << they that are whole need 
** not t)ie phjKsician, but (bey that are sick/' India is alntidy 
colonised. India, compaiadvely at least, is crowded wilk 
population ; wd to talk of colonising a country alresdy filled 
with inhabitants^ is at best not very iBteUigflble. To cokmiae 
India would not be << to plant it with inhabitants,*' but to ^up** 
plant those already there. What India requires are acquisitions 
of a moral, not of a physical nature ; and.I would venture 
to hope that, under the present system, though the operation 
may be slow, yet a higher standard of moral excellence may be 
transplanted into India through the medium of the enlight* 
ened and honourable men now employ^ in that quarter of the 
world (by the Company, too), than would follow the intro^ 
duction of a promiscuous herd of colonists, who .would, gene«> 
rally speaking, be infer ior to those they left behind them in 
England, and would probably not much surpass, either in 
moral or intellectual endowments, those they would come 
in Indiat <;%• 



Whoever l^as seen the class of migratixig Buropeans in Indu^^ 
and has co mpa red them with the^ndian^even of fhe <apdinary 
rank of society, will assuredly hope for little improvement^ tjo 
that country fromi colonization.^ 

The 
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.The '< Inquiry" then goes on to enquke into the " Tribute 
drawn from India :'* the word '< tribute" in capitals. We are 
told of the enormous amount of " public tribute and private 
tribute that has been abstracted from India." The manner in 
wliicfa this is treated is altogether objectionable. The word 
** tribute " is a term highly ob noxio us, because it inqpilies an 
e yction impose d by rapacity, levied b y force, y ielded under the 
i mpulse of fear , and w ijbout any equiva lent. The baibarians of 
old conquered, and imposed a <* tribute " on the vanquished, as 
the {Mice of their safety from plunder, if not from extermination. 
Has England done this to India ? Then, if she has not, I ask jfbr 
what purpose is the woid thus misapplied, but to make an undue 
ioyression on the minds of those who, like the great majority of 
the people of England, know nothing of the government of India ? 

Then, what are we to understand by << private tribute ?" Do 
individuals levy contributions in Indm and carry the amount 
home as tribute ? No servant of the Company, at least, can be 
chargeable with this ; for not even the value of one farthing is 
received by any of them tliat is not paid him out of the Com- 
pany's treasury; and all they do receive is, if we include both 
blanches of the service, but a poor, and I maintain inadequate, 

.cofnpensation for their laborious and veiy arduous services, 
all of which are essential and indispensable to India, and 
without whidi she could not realise the funds whence they are 
remunerated. If those hard-eiamed savings be tribute, then do 
the Cornish miners levy tribute from the county of Cornwall, the 
colliers from the Neiifc^tle collieries, and the muslin manu&c- 

' tmrcTs from Manchester ; for all these ** abstract private tribute " 
predsefy in the way in which it is abstracted from India: that 
is, tbej receive their wQges from their employers ; they spend 

what 
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what portion tliey please oti the spot, and those di tliem who 
hetve saved atiy thing, and who choose to retiii^ to their homes, 
take with theiti what they have saved. Yet we hear nothing of 
the ** utter ruin'* of the county of Cornwall, nor of the ** misery " 
of the Manchester manufactmers who pay this << tribate ;* <n*, 
hi the horrific language of our author, from whom tMs ^^ life- 
blood is wrung." On the contrary, di those tribute-paying 
places and persons are extremely Nourishing, and, instead tyf 
being ruined, they are rich, , 

We see, then, wben " private ttibute " comes to be atiidided> 
h is not so dreadfiil a scourge upon poor India aii our #ortltiy 
au(}ior would bave the good people of England believie. 

And with respect to << public tribute," a similar explanation 
is entifely applicable to it. The same principle eldst^ in^ both, 
ttfid maybe illustrated, in a popular way^ by a very i^tthple ai^ 
plain ease. Suppose in Englakid an estate, the tenaiilly «f iMIneh 
Were lawless plunderers, neither secure diemselve^ nor a^o#ing 
their neighbours security, none caring to cultivate bee^se no 
one was stn-e of reaping ; the earnings tf£ ii^diietry wei^ no 
longer a reward to the diligent but a recompense to 'hisaisiA^in. 
Hie owner had loftt all atrthtJrity over it t it yieMed hittt li^ 
than the Idwei^t cottager ; itproduced nothhfg, and therclfbre eould 
pnyhim nothing: in this isHiuatidn, equally heipkfSs ilnd hope- 
less, be gave over the maAag^ttient t^iPt -to ah l^divi^Mil i ^, to 
^ more anabgous, to a <' company," Svth ii£ wi&f^ttMsf oh 
cotiditimi of granth^g him kttA his bdt^ an ftmple aMMiky. tke 
new managers took possession : meartwhile mtmi^powethil, 4f tt^t 
lawful tSahnants, app e a red to dispcrte iheh' titles wkiA; %fO#e^^, 
tfa'6 said eompa^y maitxtaitted, but not ^whSmut mtuSi tftik^uliy 

and 
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and great expense both of blood and treasure (soppoaing the 
case to have occurred in barbarous times, when such disputes 
were not onfirequently adjusted by the sword). * At length, after 
having secured diemselves f^inst all antagonists from without, 
reclaimed die rebellious inhabitants, protected them, in their 
industrious pursuits, secured Uiem in their persons and property, 
encouraged them in their commercial dealings, in extending their 
cultivation, increasing their mimufactures,— the population mul- 
tiplied, the country flourished, happiness prevailed,* and wealth 
aboimded. 

It would, indeed, be a hard measure of justice, to mete to 
those who had been the entire instruments, under Providence, of 
producing a change so beneficial, if they were to be denied any 
participation in the fruits of their own labour. 

; Yet those who, like this writer, denounce the English nation 
for abstracting from India, through the medium of the Company, 
this << public and private tribute," are guilty of predlely the 
same species of injustice, but in a degree aggravated, in propor- 
tion as the reformation which the India government has wrought 
was not only more difficult, but the number of those who have 
benefited by it is past all comparison greater than any parallel 
case could suffer us to imagine. 

The amount of this *^ public and private tribute '' is stated by 
this writer, in his usual loose and unsatis&ctory way, to average 
for fifty-five years,'from 1765 to 18W, d62,000,000 per annum ; 
or, in all, £110,000,000. But he deigns not to notice the value 
of exports to India by the Company in goods, stores, and in bul- 
lion, during the same period,'though we know, on better autho- 

b rity 



rity than this writer, that at the period be commences hjis debtor 
and creditor reckonings v»;.'1765y these exports in goods and 
stores, 9XGlmvoe of MUath till 1792, varied from £3^7^764 to 
£415,264 per aivQum ; and that the cost of t)ie inrestment^ from 
India during tlpiat pedody viz* frooi 1766 to 179^^ did not CiXceed, 
but varied firoqcv £803^.39 to £1,222,832^ valuing, the current 
rupee at two shillings and threepencey which- is thirt^-fiu^r per 
cent* above its red value; reducing the amount of investment 
&em the average of £1,000,000 to £600,000; from wbich,fif v:e 
deduct the English exports^ this ** enormous tribute abstracted 
by theCompany " will not exceed £200,000, instead of £2,000,000 
annually, x>r one^fifrh part of what he* states it to be. And here 
we have not reckoned the bullion which the Company remitted 
to India, nor the bills drawn by the India Governments on tbem^ 
in payment of the investment. This is probably sufficient to 
cast a doubt over this author's account of the '< public tribute." 
But there is a doepment existing which refutes our author's cal- 
culations specifically and entirely. I allude to the stotemenl 
drawn ^p by Mr. N. Smith, Chairmanof the Court of Directors, 
which> on: the 1st of March 1790, shews a bidance of ** debt du^ 
by India to England of nearly five millions sterling/' 

But, for the sake of argument, admitting that England did 
really benefit by India to the extent of £2>000,000 per annum, 
does it prove that India has suffered to this extent, or suffered at 
afh or that she im not gained for herself £20,000,000 y,e«rly 
by her connexion with England, by the ahstractioix of these 
£2,000,000 of tribute from her ; for there i» Nothing ineonoeiva* 
ble in an agent benefiting both himself and his conetituent* I^ 
i% therefore, possible to imagine, that those who managed the 

affairs of India benefited both India a^d England^ and that the 

extent 



«xt6nt of that benefit may have been ten times, aye, ten hundred 
times, greaterto India than to England. 

Mbr wouM the imaginallob, however much expended^ exceed 
ihe reality of the case. It \s impossible to conceive, far less to 
appreciate^ m pounds, shillings, and pence, the incadciilable bene- 
fits which England has conferred on India. . It is equally impes- 
sible to foresee to what extent it may please the Almighty Ruler 

of Ner^ns farther i(i employ the same instrumentality. The 

« 

history «f the world, however, the history of our own nation, 4he 
^lisf oYy oTour own -times, forbid us to etnploy the means pre- 
Bciibed by this writer for amdiorating the condition of IncKa, If 
we desire to continue to Eng'land that instrumentality, either 
efficient in degree or permanent in duration ; Ibr when we 
cdonize we must quit India. 

Anotlier topic discussed by this author Is what he is pleased 
to can the « Territorial System of India.** But as hfc add* 
nothing to the commonest stock of inrformation on that head, 
but, on the contrary, does very much perveit the real nature €f 
the India ten-itorial system, it is not my intention to Mlow Um 
at any length through the two chapters <rf his bo6k appropriated 
to this subject. The writer who, at this time of the day, gravely 
tells us that << the land-tax is nine-tenths of the rents, and that 
** as the country is cultivated by a sort oimetayen^ this constitutes 
** a much greater proportion of the gross produce than woiild^be 
■w implied by an equally 'heavy tax oh rent in Great Britain,'' 
(p. 164), must either himself be grossly deceived, or design t6 
mislead others. 

The wide range which this author takes when he spedks <tf <he 

b 2 "Territoriat 
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<< Territorial System of India/' where variety instead of system 
prevails, rendeirs it impossible to covrect him through the whole ; 
but as he talks of the << permanent settlement" of the Bengal 
provinces, and quotes Lord Comwallis, Mr. Shore^ Mr. Cole- 
brooke, &c«> I presume he alludes principally to that system ; it 
being, moreover, the only « territorial system" as yet perma- 
nently adapted. 

Now, according to the territorial system of India, properly 
considered, there is no such thing as a " land-tax/' andB, ^< rent." 
The << land-tax " and << rent/' properly speaking, are one sasid die 
same thing. In those districts not subje^ to tluB permaisent 
settlement^ this is seen clear enough. There the person who 
undertakes to cultivate engages to pay the dues of the land to the 
government collectors ; and by the permanent settlement the 
only departure from this rule is, that in most cases a third person 
was introduced, who engaged to pay the dues of the land. These 
dues were fixed by the permanent settlement, and beyond that 
no augmentation of the dues on the land was ever sanctioned by 
government. To represent the government, ther^ore, as extort* 
ing << nine-tenths of the rents," and the land to be cultivated 
by << a sort of metayers^'' is precisely in our author's best style of 
composition. 

The amount of the land-tax, or dues levied.from the land, is a 
fair object of inquiry. But in doing this we must not forget that, 
with the exception of the dues on the lai^d, ther6 is absolutely 
no other tax in India that affects i^e agriculturist. The land- 
tax of England and of India, therefore, do not represent the same 
thing. But waiving this essential difference, let us look into the 
case. > 

The 
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The late agricultural distress in Britain haft given birth to many 
su^estions for .its prevention in future. Among others^ Sir 
George Mackenzie proposes to adopt a valuation of the average 
produce, as a datum for a^usling rents between landlord and 
tenant, convertible into money : the shares of the produce to be 
in thirds; one*third to go for the expense of cultivation, which 
he states as a thing admitted to be an ample allowance, and the 
other two-thirds he proposes to divide between the landlord and 
the tenant : an ample share, it must be admitted, to the latter, 
considering that the public burdens are payable by the former, 
and that the capital invested in the stock and implements of 
husbandry cannot, in any case, be equal to the value of or capi- 
ta vested in the land. 

But supposing, in England, where the price of labour, espe^ 
cially agricultural labour, is at least four times, and including 
manure, perhaps ten times higher than in India, one«third of the 
crop is deemed sufficient to defray the expense of cultivation, in- 
cluding of course seed, what rate shall we fix for the expense of 
cultivation in India? But allow one-third, as in England. Mr. Cole- 
brooke, whose authority will not be disputed, and quoted too by this 
author, states << the average produce of a beegah (of 1,600 square 
** yards) to be, at a medium, seven and a half maunds of rice in the 
*^ husk, and three and a half maunds of pulse or other grain.** 
Here we have eleven maunds of grain ; which, though Mr. Cole- 
brooke rates them at less, may yet average one rupee per maund : 
but say nine rupees for the eleven maunds. Deduct one-third 
for expense of cultivation, there remains a profit of six rupees 
from this beegah ; which may become a rent, because, if the 
owner chose to cultivate, it would be a nett profit, less how- 
ever the land-tax. And what is the amount of that land-tax 

from 
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iVom this beegah, yiekfing a protftt cyf «m rapeefl ? H^ it lajr in 
-Bengal or Bebar, k weuy be^ a<)oovdmg to Mr. Colebrooke, ft 
^oticm above ph»'9ovb.t» «r a ahpeeI for he rates the 
average numbeir 'Of beegahs in ^hose provkices cukivated iA 
«5,000,C00> and the land-tax was S5,000,000 of rv^feeiS^. 

So that, as usud, we find on analyzing this author's statement, 
instead of ** the land-tax being nine-tenths x)f the rent^ it is, as 
above, just one twenty-fourth, that is one twenty-fourth part of 
the produce, after paying the expense of rearing it ; leaving the 
remaining twenty-three twenty-fourths as a clear profit to the 
landholders who shall choose to take the trouble of cultivating. 

It is surely needless to go beyond this on the subject of our 
author's '** Territorial ^System/* His next labour is bestowed in 
shewing us,? very complacently, how we are to abolish lihe East- 
India Company, and to manage India after the abolition: to 
abolish that Company,, whose interests, he tells us, are so diame- 
trically opposed to those of India, who, in spite of the revelatituis 
of Mr. Ricardo and the modem economists, have been guihy 
t>f the unpardonable obstinacy of adhering to the andent trans-* 
gression of consolidating every species of taxation into the dues 
levied from the land, and of the unparalleled oppression of wring- 
tng these from the ^ life-blood of the people/' to the unheard-of 
amount of no less than one thirty-sixth i'art op the pro- 
duce I ! ! 

But as there is really nothing in this division of our author's 
labour to defray the expense of extracting, I shall let it remaia 
where it is ; and take leave of a wotk which certainly has affords 

ed 

* See Husbandry of Bengal, and the printed ReTenue Accounts. 
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ed me no pleasure in perusing, and as little information on tlie 
subjects of which it treats. 

Though quite unnecessary for a writer on India afiPairs to 
apologize for sending an anonymous product ion t o the press, the 
practice having been so general among them,^ my reason is, that 
83 1 cannot flatter myself that my name will add to, it is but fair 
that I should not suffer it to detract from the weight due to my 
opinions. 

Fehruary 6, 18^. 



OBSERVATIONS, 

' > . , • 



CHAP. I. 

On the Law and ComtituHon qf India. 

• 

The British Legislature has declared that ^^ the Indian 
" subjects of Britain shall be protected in their rights 
" according to the laws and constitittum of India.'* But 
what " laws and constitution" are here meant) it has 
been doubted whether the lawgivers themselves knew. 
It is assumed, indeed, that laws and a constitution do 
exist; but that a matter so impiortant should remain am- 
biguous — that the " laws and the constitution/* by which 
the rights of so large a portion of the human race are 
here commanded to be protected, should' not be known, 
is truly marvellous. 

After so many years of Ji^ritish government of India, 
one might expect, at least, that- there had been no want 
of endeavour, on the part of its rulers, to discover^what 
"laws and constitution" did exist in India, ' and to exr 
pound the law, for the guidancie of their subjects in obey- 
ing, and of their judges in administering it; and we ac- 
cordingly find that some of its greatest governors have 
been most anxious in the attempt. But, whether the 
meaiis adopted were insufficient 1 know not : certain it 
is, they have failed; for when we turn for infermation to 

B what 
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what has Jbeen wvitten on the subject, we are forced to 
lay down the unsatisfactory volumes in profound mortifi- 
cation. 

Almost any kind of regular government, following the 
distracted and tyrannical misrule which pervaded India 
during the decline and fall of the Moghul empire, could 
not fail to be hailed as a blessing by the inhabitants of that 
kingdom; and to this it is, probably, we owe the ac- 
quiescence of our Indian subjects in our judicial system, 
more than to any real excellence of its Qwn« Assuredly, 
however, it is unworthy of the high character justly main- 
tained by the Indian government in other departments, 
to rest satisfied, in thi% with the mere acquiescence of 
their people: a people, too» but little skOled in the a&irs 
of government (or, if informed, only taught in the school 
of anarchy and corruption), and to suffer them tabe go- 
verned by law^ and by ^' regulations and laws," such as 
those now prevalent in India ; enacted, doubtless, with 
the very best intention, but being founded on no system, 
have been made to partake of all, and are now become a 
compound of legislation to which no parallel is to be 
found. 

So long ago as the year 1807, a " Digest of the Re-* 
*' gulations and Laws enacted by the Govemor^General 
*' in Council for the Civil Grovernment of the Territories 
,^> under the Bengal Presidency," was published by Sir 
J. £. Colebrooke. This ^^ Digest " consists of no less than 
three ponderous folio volumes. We may conjecture the 
enormous mass whence so copious a digest was produced. 

But the reader will be still more surprised, when he is 
told that this immense body of ^^ rule and regulation," 

instead 
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instead of defimng Hffhis, is principally taken up ^ith 
settling forms of procedure and j uncial formula; and 
that it contains not one word, or scarcely one, of the 
law of India; and which, indeed, the British Govern- 
ment, in these Regulations, professes to administer to its 
native Indian subjects : so that, after wading through this 
waste of legislative wisdom, the student of law, supposing 
him previously qualified in Arabic and in Sanskrit, has 
to commence his legal studies of Moohummudan and 
Hindoo jurisprudence; a field not less extensive, nor per- 
haps less studded with thorns, than that which he has 
passed through. 

In shorty the rules which are to govern so many mil- 
lions of the natives of India, with our well-known maxim 
of iffnarantia Juris staring them in the face, are, if not 
incomprehensible, certainly unknown. They may be said 
to be, as laws, totally unintelligible. Existing partly in 
English, partly in Arabic, partly in Sanskrit, they seem 
as if enacted to be conceale4 rather than promulgated; 
the former language being unintelligible to the governed, 
and the two latter to the governors. And to increase 
this chaotic confiision, the codes of Menu and of Moo- 
hummud are to be expounded by native eo^pounders^ who 
profess, indeed, but do not understand them ; and to be 
administered by EuropeanjtidgeSy who do not even profess 
to understand either. 

This, as a judicial system, can be approved by no in- 
telligent being. So far, indeed, as separating the eay 
pounding and administering fiinctions, I think I can see 
in it. a humble copy of the Moohummudan establishment 
of a Kazee or judge, with a Mooftee to assist him : the 
projector forgetting, however, that under the prototypi- 

B 2 cnl 
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cal system the Kazee was himself a JVIooftee, and equally 
eminent^ or. more so, than his coadjutor, for his know^ 
ledge of th^ law. 

Were the fact unknown, it would appear incredible^ 
that the laws which are administered under the British 
Government in India should, at this day, remain a mys- 
tery, even to the judges who preside over their adminis- 
tration; that there is no establishment under Govern- 
ment, either in India or in England, in which the laws 
and constitution of India are taught to their servants, 
destined to sit as judges of the law : nay, that there is no 
book, treatise, or other work, from which a competent 
knowledge of the law may be acquired, as yet rendered 
into our vernacular language. . 

It is, consequently, not much to be wondered at, if the 
information of the general reader, relative to the " law 
•' and constitution of India," be extremely limited. Par- 
ticular pursuits have led me to consider the subject; and 
although I do not hope to be able to satisfy all my readers, 
yet I am confident that, whatever my success may be, an 
endeavour to shew what " law and constitution" formed 
the law andrconstitution of conquered India, at the period 
of the statute in question, and was consequently alluded 
to Jn it, will be favourably received. 

Let it not be imagined from what I have said, that my 
design, in the following pages, is only to criticise or 
condemn. No one can be more ftiUy sensible than I am, 
how much necessity has been the parent of many existing 
defects, nor of the diflSculty, perhdps impracticabilityj of 
remedying them. But as I most confidently believe that 
there is no individual connected with the Indian Gov«m- 

ment» 
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ment,. either at home or abroad, who does not make the 
welfare of that country, - and the prosperity of the. British 
Oovemmeiit over it, the most anxious wish of his hearty 
I' am confident those worthy ahd plitriotic individuals will 
not deny me the same benevolent motives, but will ascribe 
my strong, plain, perhaps occasionally unmeasured style 
and manner of expression, to the anxiety I feel to co- 
operate with them, as far as my humble talents will go, 
in the same most worthy cause, by endeavouring to point 
out to those in power where and how to improve the sys^ 
tern of administration as adopted for India. To discover 
defects is the first step towards improvement: and an 
important one it is, when, as jn this case, those who have 
. thepower have also the will to improve. 

My first object of inquiry, then, is — What is the " law 
f ^ and constitution of India ? " There are, I apprehend, 
,only two sources whence a satisfactory answer to this fun* 
damental^question is to be obtained; naipely, the law (ff 
the conquerors^ and the history of the caumtry. From these 
I purpose to draw such information as the compass of an 
essa^, like this, may enable me to submit. 

I am then to inquire into the nature oftentires^ with re- 
ference to the question so often agitated, " In whom vests 
**- the property of the soil under the British government 
*' in India-; whether in the Sovereiffn^ in the Zumeendarf 
** or in the Ctdtivatorf' In doing which I shall, first, 
shew the law applicable to the question; and secondly, 
note, such historical records as may serve to shew .what, 
de facto^ .vf9& the nature of such tenures under our prede- 
cessary Moslem government of India, 

4 
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I shall notice^ idso, th« different kinds of tenurt recc^- 
nized by the lew : whence it will be seen what are A«tfaSfc> 
what are reswauMe^ how &r the antient tenures in ex- 
istence at the Moohmnmudan conquest are good, and 
what parts and portions of the soil could, at that period^ 
have been matter of trantfer or sManent; or to which a 
proprietary right could otherwise be legally acquired. 

I shall then advert to the tenures recognised by the 
British Government^ their crigm and nature; whether 
permanent or limited^ free^ ot evince UabiHty to be assesaed 
for the revenues o{ the state. 

I shall afterwards i^w the neUure of taxation and extent 
thereof, as recognized by law under a Moohummudan 
govermiient; what wias levied by the Moslems in odier 
ccmquered countries, as in Sjnria, Iraak, &c. and held by 
law as precedents in case of future conquest^ what by law 

was leviable in India ; and Yfhat, de^/etcto they did leVy. 

f 

To these will be added observations on the ^mmmefd 
settlement^ and on the present rf^>em^ maSiJmdieial ttdmi^ 
histration, and system of police^ as established under the 
British Gpovernment in B^igelw 

What is the ^^ law sOEtd cdoslitudon of India" to whicii 
the Legislature refers, as above; fay which it deckii^s that 
« the rights of the native «hall be pro*efcted?" Tbert 
are two codes of law or constiti^oiis knowh to «b is. 
India, the Hindoo and the Moohummudan; totally <lis^ 
tinct, however, in th^nselves: ao thal^ us they nev^r 
could have been, md c^tainly never were^ combmed, 
either the one or the other must be distinctly pointed at. 

Is 
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is h tbe Hindoo ^^ btw and constitution," then, or the 
Moohummudan *^ bnr and constitution/' that is meant by 
tlie Legislature as die law, &c. of India? 

I must, however, pause here, and obsenre, that when wt 
speak of a " Hindoo law of India," we assume the previous 
existence of a paramount Hindoo government; a fact 
which ought first to be estaUished. I ask for records, to 
diew thait there «ver was a regular Hindoo government 
established over India. We know that a number of petty 
states, or Rajahdiips, existed at a late period, and even 
now exist* These have been magnified into kingdoms and 
independent principalities. Independent, indeed, they 
may have been who held them, as in a rude state of society 
every head of a family is independent and absolute ; but 
we have no authentic account of a Hindoo paramount 
monardiy : whilst, on the contrary, Mr. Ward notices the 
names of ^'fifily-three separate kii^doms" in India, (vol. iiL) 
Airian tells us, *^ accordix^ to Megasthenes, India was 
divided into one hundred and twenty-two several nations:" 
and We ane told that, so long ago as 1450 years before 
Christ, India was conquered by the Persiaos ; and, as £>ow 
states, ^^paid tribute, and was ever after in some measure 
depeodeot on Persia." 

Feridkta declares, that the Hindoos have no written 

history better tliaa the hesroic romance of the Mahabarut. 

it is, indeed, oontrary to the analogy of history to believe^ 

if there had be^i a xteguiar govcamment over India, that 

in the coune of two diousaotid years, no one prince should 

have appeared to rescue his countryi from the Persian 

yoke ; for that is the period between the eras of the Per* 

tiaxL and Modmntmudan conquest of India by Mah* 

mood. 

B 4 But 
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fiat supposing that their Persian conquerers su£fered the 
Indians to rule themselves by their own laws, to which o£ 
the fifty-three separate kingdoms, according to Mr. Ward, 
or one hundred and twenty-two several nations as Me- 
gasthenes has it, are we to go for the ^ constitution of 
India ?'• 

< » > 

Whether we look to the laws of the Hin^K>s (I mean 
those which have been given to us as such) for more than 
we reasonably ought to do, I shall not say; but their real 
value, many are of opinion, is not great. Even . their 
imiiquity has been questioned ; . perhaps justly. It must be 
admitted, however, by their most strenuous advocates, 
that jui^ng of what may be yet to urffold of the Hindoo 
law by that which has been translated, no high opinion 
can be entertained. I will not speak irreverently of their 
code, as a late historian does, who says, the laws of the 
Hindoos are ^^ puerile, and worse than puerile, stained 
with brutality." (MiU.) But I am constrained to think that 
the law of the Hindoos, as given to us, is neither so 
antient nor so valuable, ^^ and certainly not so familiar to 
the people, as to merit attention," 

Thi6re is a propensity in man to .magnify, the .value of 
whatever is rare or unknown that happens to be discovered 
by himself. Sir Wifliam Jones was. unquestionably an 
eminent man, but he was greatly addicted to the above* 
mentioned propensity. Many of his followers, too, have 
been somewhat enthusiastic; and there is little doubt 
that the fame of the Hindoo law and literature has been 
augmented thereby. The propensity I advert to runs 
strongly towards antiquity; and, accordingly, we find 
that Sir William takes some trouble.to raise.the value of 
his Hindoo code in this respect. 

<*Of 
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^^ Of the Law of Menu,'f (or, as it is aba written, Mun* 
noo), Sir William Jones.tells us,. " we have some evidence, 
^^ partly extrinsic and partly internal, that it is really one 
*^ of the oldest compositions existing/' Then he states 
his emdence (which, however, amounts to little more than 
mere conjecture), that the " original of this book must 
" have received its present form about 880 years before 
^^ Christ :" and then, in a very significant manner, he adds, 
^^ whether Menu,, or Menus in the nominative, Mmos in 
Mthe oblique case, be the same person with Mxnds^ let 
*' othei^ determine." But why did Sir William rest satis- 
fied with this? for it would have been just as easy to 
prove, by etymology, a much higher antiqui^ to the Laws 
of Mwmoo^ thus aptly enough : mtm or mn, ^' from,'' and 
Noa^ ^^ Noah ;" that is, MimoOy or Mfiv^moo, firom Noah ; 
meaning that the work was, really, the production of the 
second &ther.of the human race, whom the Asiatics, call 
Nooj but subsequently converted into a proper name, as 
is not very unusual. Thus, ^' the law Mennnoo" may be 
translated, ^^ the Law of Menuj" or the Ltsw/romj or q^ 
Noah. A lawyer otkght not to have been satisfied with 
such emdence. 

..All that Sir William asks, however, though granted, 
jPKHdd be very little satis&ctory ; when, at best, he would 
only establish the origin of the Hindoo law to he poderiar^ 
to the period when India .ceased to be an independent 
itate, and became ^' tributary to Persia," on the authority 
of the Mahabarut and of the historian above mentioned; 
that event taking place 14$0, instead of 880 years before 
QiKKt, .the date assigned by Sir William to the. code of 
Menu. 

. But according to ^ian (Var. Hist. lib. 4 chap. 1») and 

\lex. 



10 LAW AND CONSTITUTION 

Alex. ab. Alex. (lib. 4. ckap* IT. quoted by Pardias) ^^the 
laws of the Indians are not written." Another difficulty in 
the way. 

But for the sake of avoiding the distussion of a question 
of difficult solutk>n and of little consequence to my iit- 
v^stigation, and supposing the Hindoos to be in posses^ 
sion of an authentic body of law, the point to be ascer- 
tained would still remain : Is it the Hindoo ^' law and 
eonstitution^" or the Mookummudan ^' law and constiti^- 
tton^" which is the ^^ law and oonstituti<m of India ?" 

That it is not the former I have undertaken to prove. 
All must deem this, at least, probabk^ who adinert to the 
mere fact, that six' to eight centuries have elapsed since 
the oountfy has. been ruled by the triumphant and into* 
lerant Moslems. We cannot believe, indeed, that a Mo^r- 
lem, who had tine power , even the legal power, to exter- 
minate the Himioos as idolaters, would have the will to 
ittkjpi and to isaimimster their law and constitution, and to 
migtct his MosknHxmquerort to iL It is imposdble to su^ 
pose that a Moslem, by exercising, would contrflmte to 
the permanence of the laws and constitution of an idola^ 
trotis tmd conquered people. The Mohumnmdaii prince 
who should have attteivpted &is^ wMdd, by the stusred law 
cf his ^s^vkf&r^ liave ^ufcgeeted UacffiBielf to the pains of 
apostacy ; and by the ordinary laws of the human mind, 
to the contempt and exeertMi&n^ those in whom stone Ive 
was poweai^i. 

During the whol« p^odof the M^Mdiutmtmdali hSms»f 
in India, though we have seen that Hindoos were ^dd^ 
ployed even at the head of other departments, we have 
net*^ heard of a HindbO judge ; and assm^dly no Mdo- 

hummudan 
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hiimiimdan Kasee could ever have been found to ad* 
minist^ the laws of Menu. 

The public law (I mean that publicly administered^ as 
wdl as that to which the sovereign could be a party, that 
between the sovereign and the people) I conclude, there- 
fore, Was indisputably Moohummudan ; and that b the 
only law with which, in a question of this nature, we have 
any thing to dow The more tolerant princes may have 
sanctioned indulgences in cases of private succession, where 
die interests of the Hindoos al<Mie were the subject of dis» 
cussion; but, in/oro JtaUoef a question of private right, 
even of inheritance among Hindoos, ^ould not have been 
decided except by the Moohummudan law, which ac- 
cordingly provides for such questions, and declares that 
^< they are to be determined as between Moslems," with 
oertain limitaticms, however, which are applicable alike to 
«S BOH^-Moslem sul]^c«s. Even on the delicate point of 
inheritance^ the Moohummudan law says, ^' a non-^Mos- 
*< lem luligect sAiall not take (iidierit) in virtue of a mar- 
^ riage which by our law is illegal." Zeyhxaeei SAratg^ 
Moikeet, 8cc.* It would, indeed, be absurd to suppose, 
that cpiesliDnB of pttiperty in iands^ of revenue, finance, 
police, wh^e the rfghfts^ int^ests, or regulations df the 
aoven^gn were invioived, ^uld eter have been remitted 
to the deeifiaon of any trftmnal but lliat of IsiaunL 

This anich for the pycMbUitg of the case. Let us see 
what the btto of Ae ^conquerors is. 

By file Mocdkummudan law, the Damr^ol-Hurb, as a 

foreign 

^ These are celebrated commentaries on the Moohummudan law, as well 
as' the Jaumeaa-oor-rumooi and Zauhedec, mentioned in the following para^ 
graph. 
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foreign province, becomes the Daur-ool-klaum ; that is, 
becomes annexed to the Moohymmudan dominions *^ by 
" the mere act of conquest^ and the exercise of even a part 
" of the law of Islaimi in it." " That country is the Daur- 
", ool-Islaum," saya the Jaumeeor-por Rumooz, " in which 
^' the laws of the Moslemeen prevail ;" and, adds the same 
writer, ^^ it is stated by Zatthedee^ that according to the 
^^ unanimous opinion of the learned, the Daur-ool-Hurb 
" becomes the Daur-ool-Islaum, by the exercise of even 
** some of the laws of Islaum in it.*'* Profession of- the 
Moohummudan faith on the part of the inhabitants is not 
a condition. Therefore, by . the Moohummudan law, 
India undoubtedly was the Daur-ool-Islaum:. nay,. is held 
by law to be 30 now; for it is not a necessary condition 
that the sovereign be a Moslem. 

I^ then, by law, the empire of India, by virtue of 
the Moohummudan conquest, become the Daur-ool-Is- 
laum, that is a part of the Moohummudan dominions, it 
would have been absolutely contrary to law, even an 
heresy, in its most formidable shape, to have suffered any 
law or constitution to exist in India but that of Islaum. 
Every law, even private right and interest, ; which existed 
in the country prior to the conquest, by that act alone 
perished; and so strong is the Moohummudan law on 
this point, that supposing even a Moohummudan subject 
to have previously taken up his abode, and to have 
acquired lands or houses in India, by the mere, act of sub- 
sequent conquest by the Moslems, the .lands of their domi- 
ciled brother would fall to the conquerors, along with 
those of the conquered infidel, . although .his ^personal 
property would be secure to him. 

" Nay 

* Jaumeaa-oor Rumooz, voca ** Secuvf' or thjp military and political law. 
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** l^ay even (says the learned Zeylaaee and others) if a 
** Moslem subject went into a foreign country (the Daur- 
** ool-Hurb), and therein purchased lands, - and that 
country were subsequently conquered by a Moslem 
army, such lands would be held as conquest, like those 
** of the other subjects who are infidels," 

" Nay, if a Hurbee (an alien unbeliever) enter the 
^^ Moohummudan dominions under a passport, leaving a 
** wife and children,* old or young, and property in trust 
** in his own country, whether in the hands of a Hurbee 
*' or of a Moslem therein, and were he to embrace the feith 
^^ "in the Moohummudan dominions, should a Moslem 
" army conquer his country, all these (his wife, children; 
" arid property) are prize to the conquerors."* 

Here, then, we have not only the destruction of all 
public law, but of all private rights, by the mere act of 
conquest of an infidel country by a Moslem army. How 
then can it be imagined, that the Hindoo law ran have 
survived the Moohummudan conquest of India ? 

The Mobhummudan law of conquest' is explicit; and 
|he first act of the conqueror is required to be to carry the 
law into effect, either by partitioning the spoil and lands 
ataiong the conquerors, or by fixing the hhuraaj^ or pub- 
lic revenue on the lands, and the capiti^ion tax on the 
heads of- the conquered. The inhabitants are first called 
to embi*ace the faith. If they biecome converts, they enjoy 
all the privileges of Moslems ; if they refuse, they are 
then called upon to pay* the capitation tax; for if they 
consent to this and to pay the khurauj^ it is not lawful 
to put them to death. 

• Surauj 
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^^ All land conquered by force of arms and suffered to 
<' remain in the hands of the people, tfaelmaumshallfixthe 
** capitation tax upon the inhabitants {lit, on their necks), 
*^ if they do not embrace the faith ; and on their lands the 
^ khuraiij, whether they embrace the faith or do not." 

This is the Moohummudan law of conquest ; and it is 
mandatory, and not optional, to estaUish the law of 
Islaum within the Moohummudan dominions. Even 
questions of inheritance among non-Moslem subjects, as 
I have before stated, are not left to the decision of any 
other than a Moslem tribunal, but must be decided 
according to the Moohummudan law, and by Moslem 
judges ; for every judge must be a Moslem, as is stated 
by all writers on the law. 

And it is of importance to note that in the *^ FuiavcH)ol 
Jalumgeereef^* a celebrated work on the Moohummudan 
law, compiled in India under the patronage of Aurung- 
zebe, expressly for the government of his Indian subjects^ 
the chapter of tl^ Law of Inheritance, entitled ^^ of inhe* 
ritance among n^on-Moi^m subjects," is preserved entire, 
as compiled from the original law of Arabia. *^ They 
^^ shall iake" says this work, ^^ among themselves^ by bloo4 
^ and by cmnpcust^ as Moslems' take among themselves, 
" T)mfrogeny of a marriage which is legal by their soared 
^^ bookSf though illegal by our law, shall not be debarred 
*• from inheriting ; but the parties to a marriage which is 

^« illegal 
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^^ illegal by <mr law, shall not take in virtue pf such 
^^ marriage." And the test of an illegal marriage, as we 
find ia the Sura%^^ is, <^ were the parties to become Mos« 
*^ lems would the marriage be legal ?" Here, then, the 
Moohummudan law on the most delicate point is main- 
tained, and an exemplary liberality at the same time shewn 
to the innocent progeny. The same is found in the other 
^orks on the Moohummudan law ; but I mention this 
work in particular, on account of the peculiari^ of its 
origin. 

This is the written " law and constitution of India," 
as published under the sanction of the Emperor himself 
little more than fifty years before the English power 
became paramount in Bengal. 

We now come to tlie historical part of this branch of 
the subject ; and I trust that I shall be able to corrobo- 
rate, from history, my position, that the ^' law and con<^ 
stitution of India " is Moohummudan. 

From the time of the conquest of that country by 
Mahmood the First, or about the year of our Lord 1000, 
the Moslem power prevailed in India ; and we aj*e told by 
Ferishta, that this said Mahmood ^ was a virtuous prince^ 
^^ and reflected glory upon the fidth of Islaum," And in 
the year 10^ after he had destroyed the idols of Nagra^ 
cote, his answer to Annundpal of Lahore, when he beg- 
ged him to spare Tannesir, is well known. " I have 
•* resolved," said he, " by divme aid, to root out idolatry 
^^ tpoax India, and why should I spare Tannesir ?' So 
alao may I refer to the congratulatory letter {»om the 
Khalif of Baghdad, who was then the Moohummudan 
PontijB^ to this same prince, on his success against the 

infidels, 
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ilifidelsy in which he confers on Mahmood the title of 
*^ Guardian of the faith of Islaum." It is not likely that 
such a conqueror would hesitate to establish his laws. 

Baling in 1266, as Dow tells ^ us, " observed the 
^^ Moohummudan law, and ordered the Soobahdar of 
<< Badown, Malik, to be put to death, in retaliation for 
" the murder of a poor woman's son," Here is the 
Moohunmiudan law observed to the strict letter in the 
most severe and exemplary manner ; the governor of a 
province suffering the punishment of the law for the 
murder of the poorest individual. Is it possible that the 
sovereign, who had firmness to do this, would want either 
inclination or nerve to enforce obedience to laws ? 

It was about this time (t. e. about A.D. 1260) that the 
Moghul Emperor of the neighbouring kingdom of Persia, 
Ohazan Khan, having a diet or assembly of the most 
eminent sages and principal military commanders, assist- 
ed by the learned professors, theologians, Kazies, and 
superiors of the several religious orders in his empire, 
ordered them to prepare a code of regulations for his 
dcmiinions, prefacing his orders with a magnanimous ad- 
dress, which proved alike the liberality of the individual 
prince and the regard of Moslem potentates to their esta- 
blished feith in those times. See Kirkpatrick's Institutes 
of Ghazan Khan, published in the New Asiatic Miscel- 
lany, page 171. 

Feroze IL9 again, in the case of the celebrated Seyud 
Mullah, prohibited among his subjects the ordeal by fire, 
" because it was contrary to the Mohummudan law?' 
(Dow.) This was about 1290. 

Allah I. 
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AlUih L was a tyrant ; and Ferishta tells us ^^ he broke 
*' through all the laws and customs which were by the 
'' Moohummudan law left to the decision of the courts of 
*' justice: he, however, studied the law himself, under 
*' the tutelage of a Cazee." This was in the year 1300. 
So we are told that Moohummvd IILvias strict with respect 
to public and private worship, and ordered the five daily 
prayers to be read in the mosques. " He sent an embassy 
'* to Mecca to procure the confirmation of his title to the 

empire from the Khalif." Reigned from 1324 to 1351. 



« 



Tinumr L invaded India in 1327. The Soobadars of 
the provinces had rendered themselves independant during 
the previous troubles. Timour c^firmed all those who 
submitted to him and determined to hold possession of the 
empire. 

It is to be observed, that at this time the Soobadars 
were all Moslems. 

Of Guzaret the Soobadar was Azim. 
Malwa... Dilawer. 

^ -J . ' * " 1 Khaja Jehaun,who call- 

xr, ' 1 I. edhimself Kingof the 

T ' . . * * I East. 

Juanpore .J 

Lahore, •! 

Debalpore,..., \Khezzar. 

Moultan J 

Samana ••••••• GhaleeL 

Biana • Shums. 

Mohabah Mobhummud. 

Mewat «.. Mobarik and Buhadoor. 

And it is stated by Timour himself in his Institutes, 

c " that 
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*^ that he established his kingdom on the religion and 
** law of Islaum ; that the first of his regulations was to 
" promulgate the religion and law of Moohummudin every 
" town, city, and province; and that he regulated his 
'• empire by the Moohummudan religion and law/'* 

" I appointed,'^ says he, " one of the descendants of 
** Aalee, a man of talent, to the office of Suddarat (eqmr- 
" valent to our Lord Chancellor), to take charge of ap- 
" propriations by wukf, and to appoint incumbents to 
" those benefices, and to nominate to every city and pro- 
^* vince Kauzees and Mooflees, and police officers, and to 
** assign sey-oor^haul (public funds), and maintenance 
** to the descendants of the Prophet, to the learned, the 
^< holy men, and those to whom the law gives a claim fcNr 
** public maintenance." 



In 1S91 the Deccan was conquered by Allah, and Moo- 
hummud III. made Dowlutabad the cajutal of his em- 
pire. 

^^ In the reign of Secundus I. a Moohummudan had a 
^^ dispute with a Brahmin on the subject of his idolatry, 
<^ in which the Brahmin said he believed the same God to 
" be the object of worship of both^ and that the Moohum- 
" mudan and Hindoo religions were equally good. The 
^^ Moohummudan summcmed the Brahmin before the 
^^ Kazee. The case made a great ndise in the country, 
** and the Emperor called together all the Moohummudan 
" doctors of fame in the empire to decide the question. 
^* The decision was that the Brahmin should be allowed 
** the option of the ffi^ith or the sword* He chose the 
« latter and was put to death, A.D. 1499."t 



Baber^ 



* Page 176. f Dow. 
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Babeti "wko iiettl^d in India A.D. IdSd,. assumed the 
title of Ghazeej which signifies fighter for the faith. 

AAboTy in 1556, succeeded his father Hoomayoon, the 
son of. Baber. This prince, celebrated for his wise govern- 
ment, firamed his " Institutes'* ahnost literally after those 
of his renowned ancestor, Timour; and both institutes, 
as well as the code of Ghaznan Khan the Moghul Emperor 
of Persia in A.D. 1260, are in all essential points strictly 
conformable to the Moohummudan law. The whole 
establishment of a Moohummudan government is clearly 
seen in those Institutes, combined, however, with other 
regulations suitable to the times and to the mixed pecu- 
lation of the empire : a power which the Moohummudan 
law expressly recognizes and vests in the sovereign. 

Hie capitation tax on the Hindoos, the most ignomini- 
ous lawful impost of Islaum, existed as late as lite fortieth 
of the reign of Akbar, who was the most liberal, if hot 
enlightened prince of his time. It was remitted by that 
itoost tolerant monarch, though contrary to his religion afid 
law, probably at the intercession of his celebrated financial 
minister Rajah Tudur Mull. It was revived, however, 
again by Aurungzebe. Akbar died in 1605 *, and his son, 
Selim, afterwards Juhaungeer, succeeded him by consent 
of the nobles, ** after having taken the oath to maintain 
the law of Mahomet."* 

Bewteen Ahbwr and Aurungzebe^ two princes in lineal 
descent intervene, Jekangeer and Shah Jehan. Aurungzebe 
deposed his father, Shah Jehan, in 1658, and ascended 
the throne. He reined about fifty years : and Orme 
states ^^ that he may be esteemed cme of the ablest 
^* princes who have reigned in any age or country.*' His 

c 2 devoted 

• Methwold 
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devoted attachment to the religion and law of his fathers 
has procured him from some the appellation of a bigot; which 
opprobrious epithet, however, in its common acceptation, 
implies a degree of weakness altogether at variance with 
the character of so great a prince^ 

The affecting story of his brother, Prince Darashekah, 
is well known, and furnishes us with a strong proof of the 
scrupulous attention paid in those days to the forms of law. 
In his flight to escape from Aurungzebe this prince took 
refuge, by particular invitation, with Malek Juwan (or as 
the translator of the Seir-ool Mootuakhereen has it, Make 
Djeven^) a Zemeendar on the western confines of India, 
who had been condemned to die, but was pardoned by 
Shah Jehan, at the intercession of the young prince, now 
his guest in distress. The wretched Afghan delivered 
Darashekah, with his infant child, into the hands of his 
brother and persecutor, Aunmgzebe ; for which most per- 
fidious act he rewarded him with the title of Bukhtear 
Khan, and^the rank of commander of a thousand horse. 
This man n&de his appearance at court amid the execra- 
tions of all. He had the temerity to pass through the 
streets of Dehli in the day ; but having been discovered 
by the pop;i;ilace, he was pelted with dirt and stones, and 
an affray took place in which some lives were lost. It 
might be expected that the Emperor would himself have 
punished the ringleaders of this riot. No, " so scrupu- 
" lously was he attached to the forms of law," says this 
writer, ** that he did not, but delivered them over to the 
" law. ' They were condemned by ,the Mooftees and 
" other law officers, and executed with all the forms of 
" law." " Nor did he put to death the prince without a 
" legal sentence passed ujpon him, and attested by the 
" signatures and seals of all the doctors." " Darashekah 



" was 
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" was condemned and executed for apostasy." This hap- 
pened about the year 1658. 

This prince (Aurungzebe), as well as his great proge- 
nitors, Akbar and Timoor, gave his subjects a code of 
laws. Those of the former were imperfect. Aurungzebe 
collected the most learned lawyers from all parts of India, 
and employed them for years in preparing a code of law 
for the use of bis judicial and revenue officers, and of his 
subjects ; on which he is said to have expended £500,000. 
This celebrated work, after his own name, was called the 
" Fytfwahrool Aalumgeeree ;" the greatest, and certainly 
the most lasting monument of his reign. This is perhaps 
the most valuable work on the Moohummudan law extant. 
It is a collection of decisions on supposed cases of the 
highest authority in India, and not less so throughout 
tiie Turkish dominions, where it is better known by the 
name of " Futavah-ool Hind," or " Indian (collection of) 
decisions." 

The " FvtavaJirOol Aalumgeeree^^ is the last work on the 
law of India promulgated by royal authority; and 
ought, therefore, to be considered as part of the written 
law and constitution of that empire. 

* 

Aurungzebe died in 1707 : only fifty-eight years before 
the provinces of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and Benares, were 
ceded to the Company. 

So great was the influence of the law officers under 
the government of Aurungzebe, that even the gover- 
nors of the provinces in which they were placed were 
obliged to court and even to succumb to them ; a 
remarkable instance of this is mentioned in the Seir-ool 

c 3 . Mootuakhereen, 
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Mootuakhef een, in the case of the governor of Boorhan*^ 
poor, an illustrious noblemap, and allied both to the 
Ejnperors of Iraun and Hindoostan* *^ The governor 
*^ charged two witnesses, on the evidence of whom the 
^* Kaaee had previously decided a suit} with per)my> 
^* which they confessed; on which the governor said, 
*^ ^ these are the men on whose evidence you have deprived 
'* a poor man of his house*' The Ka«ee, in a rage, 
<< charged the governor with personal enmity and a desire 
^ to make him appear ridiculous ; but, added he, * I in* 
*^ form you that you have rendered the law itself ridicu- 
^< lous, and have consequently fallen under its lash, and 
^^ merit its punishment The credit of these witnesses is 
^ not yet affected ; so far from it, that if those very men 
^* were now to stand up in court and give evidence thait 
^^ you drank wine yesterday, I should sentence you 
<< immediately to the punishment which the law fiwai^ 
^^ for that offence.' The Kazee, however, resigned in 
^^ disgust; but so strong was this kind of influence at 
" court, that the governor of the province thought it 
^^ expedient to visit the Kazee, and to beg of him to 
<^ resume his office, which he did with as much overbear- 
'< ance as before." 

Ferukhsere continued the capitation tax; and we are 
told that, ^ at the supplication of Adjeet Sing and Rut- 
<^ tunchund, his successor, Ruffee-ood-durjaat, relieved 
*^ the Hindoos all over the empire from the opprobrium 
** of the capitation tax." This was about the year 1T20. 

• 

And this said Ruttunchund is stated by Ferishtah, ^^ in 

<* the reign of Moohummud Shah, to have so usurped the 

** powers of every office, that he nominated the Moohum- 

•* mudan Cazees of the provinces," 1T20. 

The 
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The capitation tax seems afterwards to have been 
levied, as it is stated to have been again repealed at the 
intercesfiion of Maharaja Jay Sing, ^* much to the satis- 
^^ faction of the Hindoos," by Moohummud Shah, after 
Ruttunchund was put to death ; and Moohummud Shah 
was the last emperor of Hindoostan who possessed any 
real authority. He was succeeded, in 1748, by Ahmud 
Shah, who in 1753 was succeeded by Aalumgeer II., who 
was in 1760 succeeded by the late emperor Shah Alum. 

Tims, I have endeavoured to corroborate the written 
law, by a chain of historical facts and events, through a 
period of nearly eight hundred years, from which it is 
obvious that no other law but the Moohummudan had 
any existence within the Moghul dominions in India. No 
Moohummudan lawyer can read the history of India 
without conviction on this point ; which, had our English 
historians of India possessed any knowledge of the law^ 
could not now have required any proof. But the fact is, 
that they were all totally ignorant of the Moohummudan 
law and constitution, and could therefore not discriminate 
what usages arose out of it from what did not. They 
could give no distinct account of them, nor explain in 
intelligible language the nature of the office under 
government, of the taxesi levied, or tenures by which the 
lands were held : yet they have not hesitated to give their 
opinions; and Mr. Mill, even at this day, on the autho- 
rity of Qfme, gravely tells us that " after the Moohum- 
*^ mudan conquest, the Hindoos continued to be governed 
" by their own laws and institutions."* Dow again s^iys, 
" the Hindoos are governed by the laws of the Koran or 
" by the arbitrary wiE of the prince."f 

c 4 But 

• Vol. i. p. 437. t Preface^ p. 36. ^ 



24 LAW AND CONSTITUTION 

But if the Moohiimmudan law and constitution did not 
exist in India when the government of that country fell 
into the hands of the English, let me ask what law and 
constitution did exist? Was it the law of the Maharattas; 
for they were, during the decline and fall of the Moghul 
empire under the successors of Aurungzebe, the most 
powerful state in India. But their origin is scarcely so 
early as our own in India. 

The first time they were recognized as a power was in 
the reign of Buhadoor Shah, A. D. 1701, A. H. 1121; 
who made an agreement with gimbajee and his sons, Ram 
Rajah and Rao Rajah, that they should have a tenth or 
tithe of the husbandman's share of the crop over the 
J)rovinces south of the Soobah of the Dukun {viz. Poonah, 
the Conkan, &c.). This they called the Dm Mukhee, or 
tenth handful.* 

Or if the Hindoo law is to be maintained, is it to the 
provincial school of Bengal, as Mr. Colebrooke calls it, 
or to that of Benares, we are to go for Hindu law ? 

The Edinburgh Reviewers say, and on that point we 
are agreed, " the Act of Parliament which enjoined that 
" the natives should be protected in their rights according 
" to the laws and constitution of India, meant unquestion- 
" ably such rights as existed when the India Company 
" obtained possession. It certainly never entered into 
** the imagination of any one, at home or abroad, (but it 
" certainly did,) that it was necessary to revert to laws, 
" institutions, and rights, (meaning Hindoo laws,) which 
" a lapse of six centuries had obliterated from the minds 
** of the natives,"f meaning six centuries since the Moo- 

hummudan 

• Seeur-ool Mootuakhereen. f Vol. xviii., p, 359. 



OF INDIA. 25 

hummudan conquest. And again, ^* that the civil and 
^' military institutions, the judicial and financial arrange- 
^' ments of these courts (of the princes of the Deccan), were 
" formed on the model of those adopted by the Maho- 
" medan emperors of DehlL Nearly six centuries have 
*f elapsed since the Hindoos have been accustomed to 
^' those institutions and arrangements of the Moohummu- 
" dans, which have not only superseded but condemned 
" to oblivion the system of justice and taxation congenial 
" with the. ancient habits and prevalent superstition of 
" the natives."* And again : ** It is sufficient to observe, 
" that for many centuries all knowledge of those laws 
" (Hindoo laws) has been effaced from the memories of 
" the natives." 

Finally, in the firmaun, or deed, executed by the late 
king, Shah Alum, dated the 29th October 1764, convey- 
ing to the English Company the province of Ghazeepore 
and the rest of the zumeendarry of Rajah Bulwaut Sing 
(Benares), it is expressly stipulated by his majesty, " that 
" the Company must use their best endeavours to pro- 
" hibit the use of things of an intoxicating nature, such 
^" as are forbidden by the law of God, in driving out 
" enemies, in deciding catises and settling matters agreea- 
" blj/ to the ruks of Moohummitd and the law of the 
" empire ;" meaning clearly, agreeably to the law of 
Moohummud, which is the law of the empire. I have 
only to add, • that universal tradition confirms what I 
maintain. There is not one native of India, that knows 
the difference between one law and another, who is not 
as perfectly aware that the Moohummudan law was the 
law of India, as that the king of India was a Moohum- 
mudan sovereign. 

• V^ol. xviii., RcYiew of Wilks's Mysore. 
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CHAP. II. 

On the Nature of Tenures^ according to the Law qf India, 
under the Mookummudain CUmemmenL 

Thus I conclude that I have established beyond con- 
troversy, that the Moohummudan law and constitution 
was the established ^^ law and constitution of India,'' at 
the time the authority of the firitish became paramount 
in that Empire; and that it is that system of laws to 
which the British Legislature must be held to have alluded, 
as above, seems to be a necessary consequence. 

To the Moohummudan law, therefore, the question of 
taWy with respect to the second branch of our inquiry, must 
be referred, viz. What is the nature of landed tenures 
under a Moohummudan government; more particularly, 
what is the nature of such tenures under a Moohummu- 
dan Huneefeeah government ? For it was and is the law 
of the Huneefeeah sect of Soonnee Moslems which, it is 
universally admitted, prevailed in India. 

In whom does the real and indefeasible right of pro- 
pjHTt^in the lands of Ben gal rest ? In the sovereim j or in 
the ztimeendar, or in the ctdtivator? This is a <iuestion 
which has puzzled, in no small degree, the gentlemen 
'* versed. in India aflFairs." 

The learned body (Edinburgh Reviewers) to which 
have referred, rest the whole question upon this: — 
Are these zumeendars, 6y the laws of the country, the 

proprietors 
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proprietors of the soil ?* And all must admit that they 
are right so f^ ; that the law of the country must decide 
the point : for to what other tribunal can such a question 
be referred ? 

It is my intention, believing that I have shewn what 
law is the law of the country, to point out what that law 
says on the case. 

But before proceeding to discuss a question of this 
nature, it is necessary we should define what we under- 
stand to be the meaning of the terms which are important 
in it: the sovereign^ the zimeendar^ the cultivator. 

What is meant by SLjgveragn every one knows; but 
the learned in the East define him to be that power, than 
which there is none higher, nor any equal to in a state* 
The word Zumeemlarj generally rendered landr hpldery is a 
relative and indefinite term: and does no more, necessa- 



rily signify an owner of land, than, the word Paddar 
^signifies an owner of money under his charge; or an 
Aubdar^ the proprietor of the water he serves up to his 
master; or a Sodbahdar^ the owner of the province he 
governs, or in military language, the owner of the 
company of sepoys he belongs to; or KeUaadar, the pro- 
prietor of the fort he defends; or Thanadary the owner 
of the police post he has charge of. On the contrary, I 
might venture to assert that the affix dar^ according to / j 
the i diom of the Persian^ language, has more of a fewigo- \l 
rary meanmg : it imports more an official or professional 
connexion T&etween the person and thing connected, than 
a real right in the former to the latter ; as Fqjdar^ though 

the 

* Edinburgh Review, yol. xv. Review of Voyage aux Indes OrienCales. 
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the jP<2^ ^^ troops, are the kings ; TehseeldoTj though the 
rents collected belong to the government; Amildar , though 
he acts for government; Beldar^ Tubldar, though the 
^Mxde or aoce are the property of the master. I say the 
word Zumeendar imports nothing more, necessarily^ than 
that a relation exists between the person and the zumeen^ 
or land. What that relation is, forms part of the sub- 
ject to be discussed. 

The word cultivator I understand to mean the person 
who, by his own labour, or that of his famil y or of his 
hired servants, causes the ground to produce, and reaps 
the crop ; who receives no wages, who has not hired the 
land, neither borrowed it from any one ; or at least, that 
there is no record or tradition, or any existing evidence 
of his having done so. These are the significations I 
would be understood to give the terms defined. 

A cultivator of the above description stands, as man 
originally did, " the lord of the earth." All rights claimed 
over such a man are incidental ; or, as the eastern logi- 

cians term it, IjjW " Hadestm :" and he who sets up an 
incidental claim the burden of proof lies upon him, be- 
cause his plea sets forth that which is contrary to the 
radical order, or state, of the subject matter of claim. 

But it will be said this cultivator gives something to 
another, in name of the lands which he holds, and there- 
fore he cannot be the real owner ; for paying is an acknow- 
ledgment of a superior, and the act of a vassal. I appre- 
hend that this is a feodal idea, and that ne cessaril y it has 
no real foundation. Let it be remembered, that paying 
for an equivalent, as in a purchase and sale or in discharg- 
ing 
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ing a debt, is exchanging one conunodity for another ; that 
palling or givmg wUhofut ian equivalent^ i& an act which 
rather denotes superiority in the giver; and that only 
when it is to appease and to avert an evil, which we 
dread, is giving indication of inferiority. 

But admitting that the giving of something by the cul- 
tivator is an acknowledgment of a right existing in. 
another, we shall find that all the claimants, from the 
cultivator to the sovereign, are equal in this respect To 
whom does the cultivator pay ? To the Zumeendar. But 
does this constitute him the proprietor ? Certainly not . 
If the Zumeendar were actualowner of the lands from which 
the something is paid, it is clear that he might either 
retain what he receives or give i t to whom he pleases ; 
because the right to the proceeds of actual property must 
be indefeasible, like actual property itself. But we find , 
on the contrary, t hat the Zumeenda r, in name of those 
very lands, must pay either all or part of what he receives, 
also, to another; in this point of view, then, his right is 
not stronger than that of the cultivator : he receives from 
one a nd pays J o another; and, therefore, can only be 
deemed a chamieL through which the produce of the soil 
flows from the cultivator to the public treasury of the 
sovereign. But even here it does not rest. Though we 
cannot so easily trace it, yet its transmission through the 
sovereign for the exigencies of the state, is no less certain 
than through the channel by which it flowed to hiirf. If 
this be true, then it follows that payment is as little a test 
oC vassalage as receipt is a proof of property. 

For whose benefit^ then, does this channel flow which 
contains the produce of the soil ? Unquestionably for the 
benefit of the peapk. All contribute towards relieving the 

public 
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public wantS) all enjoy their «hare of pubtie prosperity. 
Some give ^heir aid in one Mnay, ^me- iU another. One 
man serves the state in perscm, one gives so much from 
his land, another gives so much from his 4ock; and it 
would appear as reasonable to say that the sheep producing 
wool or lambs are not the property of him who contributes 
n lamb or a pound of wool (or their equivalent in money), 
as that the land producing wheat or barley is hot the pro- 
perty of him who contributes a bushel of wheat, or a mea- 
sure of barley, or an equivalent in money* 

But as by the Moohummudan law the sovereign is con- 
sidered only the trustee of the people, we must identify 
them'. T^P^SP^i by law, claim only a pcntkm of the 
produce nf the aoil as their right; and as no trustee can 
have a stronger claim than his constituent, the right of 
the saoereian must also be limited to a portion of the 
produce^ and a ric^ht in the produce is not a riirht in 
r the soil. 

And with regard to Ae Zumeendar, who resembles the 
sovereign merely in receiving and pce^ing^ if the right of 
the sovereign on these grounds (of receiving and paying) 
may not be admitted to the soil, that of the Zumeendar 
must fall of course ; for since we have seeA that both lire 
merely instruments, o r cha nnels^ throuffh i^ich its pr^ 
duce is collected, both claiming on the same grounds, if 
the ^reo^ fall the lesser cannot stand. 

This seems the natural state of the case, and of the 
rights of the parties claimants. Let us see how far it is 
conformable to the law of the land; and if historical facts 
should correspond, the corroboration will be so far at leaiSt 
satisfactory. 

We 
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We must not forget, that the conquerors of India had 
a written law, by which, in other matters at least, we know 
and admit they were guided. That law is extremely 
minute on this particular subject, and particularly speci*^ 
fies the mode of settlement of other conqu^ed countries : 
might we not therefore assume, even without farther proo^ 
that the settlement of this conquered country was influ«" 
enced by the law ? 

Hindoostaun was subject to a Moohummuckn ffovem-^ 
ment for more than seven hundred vears befi^e that of 



the li^nglish wa£ established over Bengal. Tlie law s 
which existed during that period were Moohummudan, 
and according to the* tenets of the Huneefeeah Soonnees: 
by the doctrine of this sect, therefore, I conclude the 
questixm of law must be determined. To appeal to the 
laws of the Hindoos on this point, would be just as satis- 
factory as reference to the laws of the Britons adminis- 
tered by the Druids, should they be dug up on the Island 
of Mona, for the nature of tenures of land now in 
England. 

India was conquered by the Moslems by forcse of arms* 
If so, by law, the land must either have been partitioned 
among the conquerors : in which case every individual 
who bore arms would be entitled to an equal share without 
respect to rank, but a horseman to double the share of a 
foot soldier, and the land would be subject to a tenth of 
its produce, and thence termed ooshree, or tithe land, from 

CO^JLc> tenth : or it must have been settled on the con- 
quered inhabitants, and the Khuraxif^ or land-tax, imposed 
on their lands^ and the Jizeeahy or capitation tax, on 
their heads, as the Moohummudan lawyers express them- 
selves. 

If, 
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If, then,, the land had been divided among the troops, 
no one who is not a Moslem, or who has not purchased 
from a Moslem, or received by some other legal mode of 
conveyance, can be a lawful proprietor of land. I say 
conveyance ; for it could not descend by inheritance from 
a Moslem to a Hindoo or other non-Moslem. There is 
no inheritance between a Moslem and an unbeliever. 
The Hindoos admit of no proselytes ; and if they did, by 
the Moohummudan law the crime of apostasy would occa- 
sion forfeiture of property. If the land were settled on 
the inhabitants, as was done when the Moslems conquered 
the SftwaM of Erauk, Syria, and Egypt, the land would 
be termed Khurcu/njee, or subject of the KhwraxLJ; and the 
law regarding it would be a$ follows. 

" The land of the Suwaud of Erauk is the property of 
" its inhabitants. They may alienate it by sale and 
" dispose of it as they please ; for when the Imaum con- 
" quers a country by. force of arms, if he permit the 
^^ inhabitants to remain on it, imposing the KurauQ on 
^^ their lands and the Jizeeah on their heads, the land is 
the property of the inhabitants ; and since it is their 
property, it is lawfiil for them to sell it, or to dispose of 
" it as they choose." — Sura^'-ool Vukauj, 

The word Khurauj, and almost all the other revenue, ju- 
dicial, and financial terms, remaining in use at this day in 
India, throw some light on the. subject. . La KhurcaiQ {ox 
as it is more generally written, Lacherage) is one of those, 
and denotes a right in the sale, " without any impost" 

The word is ^\j^ ^ not subject to kkwrauj. Khunmj J\^y 

from <_, .^khurooj "to come out of," or " be oilt," Heb. T\\\ 

khuruj, 
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khienff^ " coining out of a narrow place." Psalms xvUi, 
verse .45. 



The meaning of the word SuT^'aud jL** of Erauk^ is 
" the lands of the province," as the same author informs 
us; adding, that this province is called. Sunvaud ^^onac- 
" count of the verdure of its trees and of its cultivation." 
The Hebrews have "\W sud, also miy sudah^ " land, the 
ground." The word in the above quotation translated 

" property " is in the original CJ!L« milk, which in law 
signifies indefeasible right of properly; and the word 

rendered " inhabitants " is in the original JaI akl, th6 
import 6f which is simply that of dwelling, residing on the 

lands ; as they say, ifya2\ Jjb! €thl*ool4msrahy the inhabi- 
tants of Busrah. 

From this we see, that if the inhabitants of India were 
suffered to remain On their lands on paying the above 
Ihipost, the right of property in the sovereign is gone at 
once; and if it was partitioned among the conquerors, the 
alienation is equally complete. The question at issue, 
therefore, is shortened by one claim at least. But, in 
order to determine the other two claims, we must see what 
persons are meant by the aW, who are thus vested with 
e right of property: for it may be said that 
these were the ./&ntt^j»r()pncft)r*. of the soil, and that, by 
this settlement, is meant merely a confirmation of Jbrmer 
rights. But that this is not the case, it is only necessary 
lo know that, by the Moohummudan law, when a Moo- 
hununudan army conquers a province by force of arms, 
every riffht and interest which the conquered inhabitants 
before possessed ceases and determines, by the very act of 

D conquest: 
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conquest : that th^ sovefeiffi Ivwb, by law^ ihe power ev6^ 
of carrying the conquered inhabitants into captiyityy and 
reducing them to slavery, or of suffering them to remain 
free as Zbn^neei^, as was done, with the inhabitants of Erauk, 
abovementioned ; or of removing the former inhabitants^ 
and placing another people in it, as zimmees. By suf- 
fering the a/dj the inhabitants, however, to remain umkt 
the candiiums required by law, viz. as zimmee^ and to pay 
the khuraty and capitation tax, the property of the soil is 
established in them, not continued* 

But who are the oA/ here spoken of? This is the only 
question now remaining: and I answer, it will appear 
that they are those who cultivate the land, Th^, the 
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cultivators^ pay the ihuratffy and are termed ^jcji\ ujj 
rubb-ool arzj or masters of the soil. This would be suffi- 
ciently apparent merely by attending to the circumstance 
above related, viz. that the Imaun, when he conquers an 
infidel province, has the power of removing the <ihl or for- 
mer inhabitants, and of placing another people in it as 
zimtnees* 

But the great Huneefeeah lawyer, Shums^ool-Aymah- 
oos-Surukhsee, in speaking of kkurai0\ on the question,^-*- ^ 
what is the utmost extent of khurauj which land can bear? 
says, '^Imaum Moohiimmud hath said,^ regard shall be 

^ had to the cultivator, 4p jj ^^ to him who cultivates. 
" There dball be left ^or every one whocuUwaies his kmd 
^^ as much as he requires for his own suppofi till the next 
*' crop be reaped, and that of his Jumifyy emd Jbr seed. 
^> This much shall be left him : what remains* is khurai^ 
v" and shall go to the public treasury/' Here there is no 
provision made fbr, no regard paid, to a zumeendarj who 

contributes 
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contritmtes n^hing to the produce of the soiL We have 
no ten per cent, matikana to recusant zumeendars. 

Farther, the rate of klmra^f leviable from land was 
fixed ; not, however, with teference entirely to the soil, 
but to the kind of crop which it produced : for instance, 
by one mode of settlement, a field which produced wheat- 
paid a kttfeez of wheat and a dirh/um in money, for every 
^^jureeb"q( sixty measures square, whatever the quantity 
of the produce might be; a vineyard or field which, pro- 
duced grapes, ten dirhums; and so on. But the same 
audiorsays, ^' if the cultivator qhoose to cultivate a more 
^^ valuable crop in a field which before produced one less 
^^ va][uable, he shall pay the khurauj of the superior crop :** 
and again, ^^ when the possessor of khuraujee land is 
** unable to icndtivate it," Aboo Yoosuf hath said, "the 
'^ sovereign shall lend him, firom the public treasury, as 
" mu,ch as will enable him to Ncultivate, taking from him 
*^ a surety, and h^ shall enter ip.to a bond to cultivate ; 
^^ and when the grain is ripe, government shall take the 
" khurafij f but that which w^ lent him frotti the public 
treasury shall be a debt again^ the person (of the pos- 
sessor) ; or gayernment may sell the land to another 
who can and will cultivate it. This, however, only 

^* when such possessor ^ji\ i^j is unable to cultivate by 
^^ being in poverty ; for when he is wealthy, the sovereign 
" shall call him into his presence and say to him. Why 
" have you not cultivated your land? He shall not, 
" however, compel him to labour; but he shall take from 
'^ him the khurauj^ because he left his land uncultivated 
** when he had thejpower of cultivating." 

Here there is no reference to any one but the cultivator, 
who is emphatically stiled rvhb-ool arzy the master of the 

n 2 land, 
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landy and the imaum: and what is here meant by the 
imaum is the sovereign, or his officers appointed to collect 
the tax. 

The same author adds, ^ It is proper that the sove- 
^* reign appoint an officer for the purpose of collecting the 
** khurauj from the people in the most equitable manner. 
^* He shall collect the khurauj to the best of his judg- 
" ment, in proportion as the produce is reaped. When 
** lands produce both a rubeeaa crop and a khureef crop, 
** when the rubeeaa crop is gathered, he shall consider, 
** according to the best of his judgment, how much the 
** khureef crop is-likely to produce ; and if he think it will 
^* yield as much as the rubeeaa he shall take half the 
** khurauj from the produce (lit. *the grain') of the 
/* rubeeaa, and postpone the other half to be taken from 
** the produce of the khurerf." Here we see the minutest 
detail : and who are the parties ? the sovereign, or his 
servant and the cultivator. ^ 

The truth is, that between the sovereign and the rubb^ 

oolarz ^i;Jlic-^ (who is properly the cultivator), no one 
intervenes who is not a servant of the sovereign : and this 
servant receives his hire, not out of the produce of the 
Itods over which he is placed, but from the public' 
treasury, as is specially mentioned by every lawyer. 



- But should a possessor of land ^Ji\ l^j rublH)ol wrzy 
choose to cease from cultivating the land himself, he may 
&f it for hire to another, or lemA it to him : because, if 
he had not this power, his right as a proprietor would be 
defective ; but having this power of giving the lands he . 
cultivated himself to another, without reference to any 
thi^rd party, as a zumeendar for instance, his right in 

them 
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them is complete. ^^ But though he let his lands, or give 
the use of them voluntarily to another by any contract, 
the khurauj is still due by the lessor:^ for he is held the 
*^ cuUivatoTj because he has the power of culdvatiug ; 
*' which is proved by the lessee (lit. * hirer*) being able 
" to cultivate. Should the lands, however, he seized hy 
" jfbrce by another and cultivated by him, then the khu- 
** rauj.is due by the usurper; for, in this case, the right- 
" ful owner did not give the use of them away voluntarUyy 
" and he has not the power of cultivating." 

What is above stated, however, it is necessary to repeat, 
is the law of the Huneefeeahs : that which was, and now 
is the law prevalent in Hindoostan. It is almost supier- 
fluous to offer proof of the tenets of the Moghuls ; but 
the following introduction to a Jenmtm of Aurungzeb's 

•r 

dated in 1668 may be quoted. " We have deemed it 
" expedient to issue our royal edict to all officers intrusted 
" with the management of affairs throughout Hindoostani 
*' directing them to levy the khurauj, in the mode and 
** proportion enjoined by the holy law and the tenets of 
« Aboo Hune^fah."* 

The " Huneefeeahs" are one of the four great Moslem 
sects, known by the general name of Soannees. The other 
three sects of Soonnees are the Shaitfbaeeahs^ the Mau- 
Ukeeahs^ and the Humlndeeahsy the founders of which 
were Imaum Shaufaaee, Imaum Maulik, and Imaum 
Ahmud HumbuL These sectaries, though none of them 
have ever thought of three claimants to the property of the 
soil, yet, with regard to the question whether the right of 
property in the soil vests in the sovereign or in the'inhabi^ 

D 3 tants, 
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tants, they have differed in opinion, not less than th^ 
learned gentlemen of our own faith. And as it may be 
some consolation to all parties (except, indeed, to those 
who maintain the right of the zumeendars), to know that 
there is law, and a Moohummudan law too, which sup- 
ports their doctrine, I shall state shortly the law of the 
different sects abovementioned on the subject. 

Aboo Huneefah, and the Huneefeeahs, hold, that when 
th^ Imaum conquers a province by force of arms, first, 
he may, if he judge it expedient, partition the land 
among the conquerors, and it becomes their property by 
partition; or, secondly, he may settle the mhabitants 
upon it, and it becomes their property by his doing so ; 
or, thirdly, he may remove them, and give it to others, 
and it becomes the property of those others. But the 
Imaum has nd power to make it (as the Moohummudan 
lawyers express themselves) " wukf^^ for the use of the 
Moslemeen.* What is meant by vml^ is, that like lands 
appropriated /by wukf, or endowment, to a particular 
pious purpose, it remains, according to Aboo Huneefah, 
the property of the endower, but the use thereof is trans^ 
ferred to another as a loan: for example, it may be 
retracted by the appropriator, according to Aboo Hunee- 
fah, at any time before a judicial decree has confirmed it, 
or seisin has been had of it by the incumbent; and if 
retracted, then it reverts to its former state, and may be 
disposed of by him like his other property. Or, fourthly, 
the Imaum may enter into compromise kefbre coaqm^ 
and settle the land upon the inhabitants, on paying a 
certain specified sum in money, according to the quality 
of the land and the state of population. 

Shaufaaee, and the Shaufaaeeahs, hold it incumbent 

on 
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on the Imaum to pariitum the lands of <i conquered pro- 
vince among jthe conquerors, as it is incumbent upcm him 
thus to partition all other kinds of property captured front- 
the enemy, unless the captors forego their right; in which 
case the lands shall be deemed vnJif for the Moslemeen*. 
That the conquered inhabitants have no right of property in. 
the soil; but if they hold it, they hold it merely as tenants, 
(lit " hirers")* and may not dispose of it, more than an 
incumbent may of a benefice appropriated by tou\f, 

Maulik, and the Maulikeeahs, hold, according to one 
I'eport, that the Imaum may not lawfully partition con- 
quered lands among the conquerors; but that, by the 
mere act of conquest, the lands become tvukf for the 
Mpslemeen, the^ inhabitants retaining them^ but the right 
of property vesting in the state. 

By another report, however, Maulik holds that the 
Imaum may either partition the lands among the con- 
querors, or make them wukf^ox the benefit of the state. 

Humbul and his followers are reported to have held 
three different opinions. By the most authentic report, 
however, he is said to hold that the Imaum may eitlier 
partition the lands of a conquered province among the 
conquerors, or he may make them vml^ for the Mosle- 
meen, if he deems the latter more advantageous for the 
state. 

Advening to this difference of tenets among the Soon- 
nee Imaums, the learned Huneefeeah Surrukhsee observes 
that ** the learned have differed in opinion with regard to 
** land conquered by force of arms, on which the Imaum 
^ has suffered the inhabitants to remain on paying the 

^* khurauj 
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*^ khiirauj and juieeah. Some say that the hude are the- 
^^ property of the Moslemeen {L e. of the state), and that 
<^ the inhabitants are slaves, ocm^ aabeed, of the Mosle~ 

*♦ meen, upon whom may be imposed whatever burden 
** the liege shall determine, as a master may on his 
** slave. But, according to our law (the Huneefeeah), 
** the inhabitants are freemen, as zimmees ; their lands 
'• are their indefeasible property, and that which is ex- 
" acted from them is khurauj." 

Tliis, besides being an explicit declaration of the law^ 
will, I hope^ throw some more light, if more can be 
required, on the question of who are the ahl, or inhabi- 
tants, to which the law alludes, when it says that *' the 
** land is the property of the inhabitants." Can it be 
meant by those who hold the inhabitants of a conquered 
province ^' slaves of the Moslemeen," that those only shall 
be slaves who are in that class of society in which we 
choose to place the persons whom we call zumeendars ? 
And can it be imagined that those who maintain that 
^^ the inhabitants shall be freemen and their lands their 
*^ own property," mean that only those shall be freemen, 
and own their lands, who are of the rank we choose to 
confer on our zumeendars ? The answer is obvious. 

. On the whole, tlien, according to the Huneefeeah law, 
if a Moslem army conquered a non-Moslem province ox 
kingdom by force of arms, and the conqueror chose to suf- 
fer the inhabitants to remain in it, his duty would be, ei- 
ther, himself, or by commissioners (as Chnr did in settling 
the khurauj of the province of Erauk), to partition the 
lands among them^ and to fix the land-tax. Those who 
share in this partition are the proprietors of the soil for 

. ever; 
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ever ; and may not be disseised of it, without their tensent^' 
no long as they pay the land-tax.. 

The above is the Moohummudan law on the question. 
I shall now notice a few historical facts connected with it. 
The reader musty however, avoid an error into which many 
have fallen, viz. that of confounding the law of the di& 
ferent sects of Moohummudans. The error is equally 
great, as quoting the law of France would be to prove the 
nature of tenures in England, because both the French 
and English are Christians, and the laws of both nations 
have thQ same origin. 

The Moohummudan law has been brought forward by 
the disputants who favour the claim of the sovereign and 
of the cultivator, in support of their doctrine. The Edinr 
burgh Reviewers* think they have destroyed the opinion 
of Sir William Jones, and made that celebrated oriental 
scholar and lawyer hide liis diminished head, by quoting 
the law of the Sheeah Persian (on the authority of Ibn 
Haukal and Sir William Ouseley), to prove that of the 
Sooimee Mogkul. They are polite enough, indeed, to* sug- 
gest an apology for Sir William Jones ; but I will tell them 
that, on the subject of either Moohummudan or Hindoo 
law, that amiable, philanthropic, and learned judge, was 
less likely to be misinformed than on any other point of 
oriental research ; for it was^ above all others, the cliiefest 
object of his pursuit to make himself master of these codes ; 
his highest ambition, as he every were tells his friends, to 
superintend the compilation of, aiid translate digests of 
Moohummudan and Hindoo law for the' use of the judges, 
^* to enable them to control and to check the opinions of 

« the 

f See H€vicw> aiiove i^iccd. 
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*f the itatite law officers»'' which digests he declares to be 
<' indispensable to the due administration of justice to 
** our Asiatic subjects ;" and in his endeavour to attain 
this object he ultimately sacrificed his valuable life. 

Sir William Jones, unfortunately, did not live to com<^ 
plete his great undertaking; and the Moohummudan law, 
which is doubtless the law of India, yet r^ains unknown. 
But Sir William Jones's authority on the point in question 
k not to be shaken by the opinion of the Edinburgh Re« 
viewers, founded on such documents. Nor will Mr. Jona- 
than Scott's doctrine avail them much, when he^says, in 
his nofe, vol* ii. page 148 of his " Dekkan," quoted by 
the Reviewers, " the property of the soil is all in the em- 
*' peror, and the landholders are removable at pleasure," 
till we have some proof of Mr. Jonathan Scott's know-* 
ledge of the law and constitution of India. 

Mr. Hastings says, ^^tlie public in England have of 
*^ late years adopjted very high ideas of the rights of the 
^^ zumeendars in Hindoostan. Our government, on 
'^ grounds which more minute scrutiny may perhaps find 
^' at variance with facts, has admitted the opinion of their 
'< rightful proprietorship of the lands. I do not mean to 
^* contest their right of inheritance to the lands, while I 
^^ assert the right of government to the produce thereo£ 
^^ The Moohummudan rulers continually exercised the 
power of dispossessing the zumeendars. The zumeen-* 
darry of Rajshay, the second in rank in Bengal, and 
** yielding twenty-five lakhs of rupees of revenue an- 
** nually, has risen to its present magnitude within the 
^* last eighty years, by accumulating the property of -a 
^^ vast niunber of dispossessed zumeendars; though the 
^^ ancestors of the present possessor had not, by in- 

" heritance, 
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'^ heritahce, a right to a single village in the zumeeii* 
*♦ darry."* 

The zumeeiidars may purchase property, like other in-r 
dividuals; but tliat the name of zumeendar is an official 
designation there can be no doubt. The commission, or 
sunntid, of a zumeendar is quite explicit on. this point* 
A translation of the ^uniiud of zumeendaree granted Uy 
Chytun Sing of the zumeendaree of Bishenpore, whi<^' 
office was held by his grandfather, to whom he wa» ap« 
pointed in succession, is well known. As a conlbion work, 
I refer the reader for it to Patton's Asiatic Monarchies, 
Appendix No. 1. The sunnud is addressed to the mutu* 
suddees, choudries, canooilgoes, taloojsdars^ ryots, and 
husbandmen of Bishenpore, setting forth *^thiat the 
** office of zumeendar has been bestowed on Chytun Sing," 
and certain conditions are specified He is to pay a pesh- 
cush of one hundred and eighty-six mohiu^ and two anas; 
to be conciliatory to the ryots, so as to increase cultiva* 
tion and improve the country ; to pay the revenue qf 
govmwieni inio the treasury at stated periods ; to keep the 
high roads in repair and safe for travellers; to b6 answerable 
for the property of travellers if robbed ; to render and 
transmit the accounts required (^ him to the presence every 
year 9 under his own and the eanoongoe*s signature. Then 
die jnmma of rent to government is istated : 

Rupees. 

Purgunna of Bishenpore, one mehal, 37,529 4 
Do of Shapore, one mehal ..• 96,374 9 12 

Total juinma or gross revenue... 1,29,903 13 1 2 

We are then given the muchulcah, or written obligatimi 

given 

* Hastings' Memoirs of the State of India, 1786. 
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given in by the nominee. He promises to be diligent in 
the discharge of his qfficey to be mild and conciliatory to 
the ryots, to increase the cultivation, to pay the revenue 
tx> government regularly into the treasury at the stated 
periods, to transmit the accounts, signed by himself and 
the canoongoe, regularly. We have finally the security 
for his person, of the canoongoe of Bengal, ^^ that the 
** office of zumeendar having been bestowed upon Chy tun 
** iSng, I will be security for his person,*' &a 

So far, therefore, as the holders of large zumeendarees, 
such as many of the zumeendars of the province of Bengal 
are, it will probably not admit of dispute, that their tenure 
was official^ and that the bond fide mlkeeui (ownership) of 
the soil did not rest in them. 

The Hindoo law is also quoted, to establish or destroy 
the right of the zumeendar, the cultivator, or the crown. 
I have no great faith in the purity of what we have given 
us as Hindoo law. I doubt very much whether the or^n 
of any Hindoo law extant can be shewn to be antecedent 
to the Moohummudan conquest of India. At all events, 
after tlie lapse of eight hundred years since the government 
of India was wrested from the Hindoos, to quote Menu 
in proof of what the law of India respecting landed te: 
nures was at the English conquest, or even before the dis- 
memberment of the Moghul government, is at least not 
very satisfactory. Those who have attempted to clear up 
this noted question, have searched too much into, have 
relied too much upon the Hindoo law and authorities. 

/ 

How many generations of men have been swept away, 
since the laws of Menu were held up to execration by the 

triumphant 
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triuHiphant'and intolerant Moslems? The very names, 
the technical terms and phrases of their law, are forgotten 
by the Hindoos themselves. The Reviewers, indeed, ad- 
mit this, as I have before shewn. 

* 

But before I have done with the Reviewers, I must take 
notice of another of their ^^ proo&." Shere Khan, before he 
usurped the throne of India, on the occasion of a dispute 
between him and his brothers about their father's ^io^e^r, 
when it was proposed to partition it, replied *^ that there 
^' were no hereditary estates in India among Moohum* 
^^ mudans, for that all lands belonged to the king, which 
'^ he disposed of at pleasure." This the Reviewers quote, 
leaving us to believe it the'authority of the India historian ; 
while, in fact, it is nothing more than an anecdote, or at 
most the opinion of Shere himself, who, though a very 
good soldier, was probably not a very profound constitu- 
tional lawyer. But this is not all. The land in dispute 
was a ^^jageerf which, in fact, by the Moohummudah 
law is 910^ hereditary : and,^ besides, it so happened, tnat 
Shere's opinion here is liable to great suspicion ;^ for he 
had himself privately got a grant of the jageer from the 
king. He says, indeed, ^^that as he himself had got a 
^^ personal grant of his estate, his brothers were out of 
^^ the question ; but he would give his brother Soleyman a 
" part of the money and moveables^ according to law.' 



»# 



That the law suffered to exist in this country, on alL 
matters between the sovereign and the people, was 
Moohiunmudan,. there -is, I presume, no doubt. The 
revisal of tlie assessment on the lands in Akbar's reign, by 
Rajah Tudar Mull and Muzuf&r Khan, was evidently 

' made 

• D<)w, vol. ii. page 164. 
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made on the principle of the McM^ummadan law. It wad 
founded on the principle of the settlement known in the 
Moohummudan law by the name of moohawsumahy or a 
division of the crop between the husbandman and sove- 
reign, from kismutj which signifies partition, division, 
&c» The fractional value of the diare wafi filled as one 
hal^ two-thirds ; but the amount arising therefrom to the 
revenue varied, of course, with the quantity of prodnoe. 
** Thus," say the Reviewers, <^ it (the revenue) was fused 
<* in principle but varied in amount" The princi^e 
adverted to the circumstances and nature of the .ax>p as 
well as of the cultivator. ^ We fully admit," say they, 
'' that the settlement of Tudar Mull was not concluded 
*' with the zumeendars, but with the tenants."* 

; Akbar, for liberality of sentiment^ has few equals even 
in this age* He remitted the capitation tax, which was 
an infringement of the Moohummudan law. He was par* 
ticular, however, in other respects. By the Moohum* 
mudan law, the revenue is fixed with reference to the 
coin of Arabia, In order to ascertain the exact weight of 
the legal coin, by which the revenue was to be fixed, we 
are told in the Fuiawah Muhhtusmr Sbmffee, that firom the 
l^ureef of Mukkah a dirhum and a mUiaul of the l^al 
Standard were brought to Akbar by Khaujah Bhaoo-ood- 
deen-AbdooUah of Moultan. The dirhum, on trial at 
the mint of Dehly, was found to weigh three mausha, four 
and a quarter barley-corns ; and the lowest taxable amount 
of the property tax (which, for silver, is two hundred dir- 
hums) wa& fixed at fifty-four tolah, five mausha, two 
jow (though some say fiffy-two and a half tolah). Here 
yfe see the most minute attention paid to the law. How 
came it, then, that so much obscurity arose with respect 

to 

• Dow, vol. jj.' 
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tx> ihe most valuable rights, at least in our estimation, the 
righi in the sail? 

It so happened in India, that there was* infinitely more 
arable land than there were husbandmen to cultivate. 
The wants of the husbandman were few, those of the 
state many^ The interest of the sovereign was, therefore^ 
greater to encourage cultivation, than of the cultivator to 
take the grant and to cultivate. Thus the value of landed 
tenures in India being extremely small to the ryot, they 
probably seldom became matter of dispute, or aiibrded 
much room for legislation. We ought, consequently, to 
expect to find in the law, and in the political, fiscal, and 
financial regulations, handed down to i», more c^ the 
nature of encouragement fi'om a landholder to cultivate 
the soil, than of definition of landed tenures so little 
^B^fthied. We accordingly see their wisest princes exett 
their utmost endeavcmrs to protect the cultivator and to 
encourage cultivation. ^< Let the Amelguzzar," sayd 
Akbar, <* learn the character of every husbandman, and 
*^ be the immediate protector of tiiat class of our subjects. 
^^ Let him endeavour to bring the waste lands into eul« 
^^ tivation, and be careful that the arable lands are not 
'^ n^ected. Let him prcmiote the cultivation of such 
^* articles as will produce general profit and utflity ; with 
a view to which he may allow some remission firom the 
general rate of collection* If a husbandman cuMva^ 
^ a less quantity of land than he engaged for, but pro- 
^ duces a good excuse, let it be accepted. Let him (the 
'^ Amelguesar) give no cause for disgust; but, on the 
^^ contrary, let him(the Amelguzzar) transact his business 
^ with each : husbandman separately, and see tiiat the 
^^ revenues are demanded and received with afiability 
** and complacency." And again, " let him agree with 

« the 
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^* the husbandman to bring his rents himself, that 
" there may be no plea for employing intermediate mer- 
** cenaries. When a husbandman brings his rent let him 
" have a receipt for it signed by the treasurer."* 

r t 

Where so much encouragement was required to take 
lands and cultivate them, we can hardly expect to see 
much on the law of ejectments. But here we see nbthing 
at ' all : and although the Moohummudan law, which 
declares the property of lands to vest in the cultivator, 
allows the sovereign to eject a cultivator whb' does not 
cultivate, and give his lands to another, yet there is not 
a single word on that head in the whole of the instructions 
of Akbar to his revenue, or judicial, or fiscal officers. No, 
the soil was the property of the cultivator as much as it 
could be* Law gave no power, policy gave no motive to 
remove him or to disturb him, so long as he paid bis 
taxes. When he did not, his lands could be attached'; 
and so can those of the first peer, holding by the firmest 
tenure of the English law.* 

The right of the Indian husban dman is the right of 
I possession and of transfer : and the rate of his land-tax 
/ Wfw fixed ; often, indeed, the amount. I n what respec t, 
I then, is his right of property inferior to that of the 
English landholder ? I answer, instead of the rate, the 
anumU of part of the land-tax of the English landholder 
is always fixed , and so far he has the> advantage. I say 
" part," for his land is subject to tithes and to poor*s 
rates, which are only rateable, as the whde of the land- 
tax was in India* And we have lately seen, that in 
some parts of England so burthensome were the imposts of 

tithes 

• Avcen Akhurep. 
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tithes and poor's rates, that the value of landed tenure 
' wfis in reaHty as little there as it coUld ever have been in 
India. - At tHe period I allude to, in some parts of 
England no ctdtivoJtor (that is, fanner) coulcl be found to 
take the land and to cultivate, paying the poor's rates and 
tithes, the English khurauj. 

Had this state of things continued and become general 
in England, government must either have relinquished 
the revenue leviable from lands, or have confiscated such 
lands; and all this by the laws of England, to pay the 
revenues of the state: and having done so, they .must 
have employed their officers to give the lands to cultiva- 
tors and to collect the land revenue, the khurauj. Wlu>> 
ever should have witnessed this, state of things, and knew 
no better, might well have said, " all the lands of EDglan4, 
" belong to the king," &c., as those our India historians, 
ignorant of the Moohummudan law, have said of India, 

Every government, whether despotic, monarchial, 
iTUxedj^or d emocratical^ must possess a right, whatever 
may be its name, over all the property of ijtsjfubjects, 
whether real or personal : I might indeed add, over their 
lives as well as property. And this is proved by its 
having the right of depriving them of the one, either par- 
tially or wholly, or taking away the other. The subject 
holds his property, and even his life, by the tenure of his 
conforming to the will of the laws framed by government, 
as they may be from time to time communicated to him. 
This right government has : and I say it is a right^i although 
the " owner" of the land, &c. as he is termed, has it in 
his power to prevent its exercise, by his compliance with 
the will of the law. 

How very difficult then it is to discriminate precisely, 

E whether 
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whether the right of property in the soil is the right of 
government or of the holder? If. the paramount autho- 
rity in a state have the right of imposing a burden, upon 
property, and to levy the sum impoi^ even by the eject- 
ment of the holder, it seems by no means'" an ^asy matter 
to prove that the right of government is not paramount 
over that property. 

I. must now endeavour to remove a prejudice which I 
think exists against the doctrine I maintain; namely, 
that the admission byi^ of an indefeasible right of pro- 
perty in the soil to exist in any one except the sovereign, 
would tend to excite dangerous feelings of independence. 
If their right of propeVty We^held indefeasiW^ and 
absolute^ the people might, in time, come to think that 
there was no absolute necessity for giving away any of it 
But no such danger would exist, if we followed the law 
and constitution and the example of the Moohummudan 
rulers of India, who took care that dreams of indefeasible 
right should be occasionally interrupted. If a bushel was 
produced, a portion of it was received ; if fif)y, still a 
portion of fifiy went to the exchequer. If a jureeb of land 
was cultivated, and an ascertained rate was fixed and paid ; 
if fifty were cultivated, fifty times the revenue arose to 
the crown. The admission of a right of property, with 
the assertion of the power of increasing taxation of the soil, 
carries with it nothing likely to engender a feeling of 
dangerous independence. 

But to proceed. Though the law be explicit as to the 
right of the cultivator, and although it be equally doubt- 
less that the zumeendarry right is official ; that any given 
individual may be zumeendar, in the sense in which that 
word is loosely understood, and also a maHkj or real owner 

of 
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of the soil, such as I have defined the " cultivator" to 
be, it is scarcely necessary for me to say, because the 
Original tenure of milkeeut being transferable^ might be 
purchased by such individual, and thus a large estate might 
be acquired : and doubtless many considerable properties 
thus grew up, and many more were unjustly got possession 
of. But Aen the difference between two individuals, claim- 
ing, the one as a cultivator in possession of the soil, and 
the other as a zumeendar, just described, claiming the 
right of a malik over him, is, that the latter must prove 
his purchase or lawfiil acquisition, and that the cultivator- 
possessor holds as a lessee under him; for the law has vested 
the original or radical right to the soil in the cultivator. Of 
this right no individual can divest himself legally, but 
by sale or gift; and no individual can acquire it from 
him,' but by giflt, purchase, or inheritance. The sovereign 
may grant to his favourite a sunnud of zumeendary, or 
jageerdary, or altumghadaree over the lands, and the 
grantee will draw the government revenue, the khurauf; 
but the property of the soil remains with the owner, the 
me^ik, who may nevertheless sell, or let, or give it to 
^hom he pieces. 

* Btit we are told , 1* that all the lands in Bengal, and the 
•* 'greater part of those of Orissa and Behar, are in the 
** hands of great zumeen dars, who claim to be the owners 
** of them in absolute r^t of property. " From what 
has been said, however, it is obvious th at the titles of 
these persons to the right of the soil will n ot bear inves- 
tigation by the sure test of the lawj nor, indeed, by any 
other standard whatsoever. On the contrary, it is beyond 
doubt, and a fact; a matter of undoubted history, thsitata 
c omparatively late pe riod, there ysras no such thin^ as a 
great zumeendar, either in Bengal or Behar. 

E 2 « It 



S2 TENURES UNDER THE 

*^ It is not/' says the author of the Ayeen Akburee» ^^cof^ 
^^ tomary, in the soobah of Bengal, for the hu$bandmim 
*^ and government to divide the crop. The produc e of 
*^ the lands is determined by nussuk ; that is, by estimate 
" of the crop. The ryots (husbandmen)^ in the soobah of 
^^ Bengal are very obedient trt g^y^r^n^^nt^ and pay their 
** annual rents in eight months, by instalments, themselves 
** bringing mohurs and rupees to the places appointed 
*• for the receipt of tlie revenue.^' And or Behar the 
same author says, ^^ it is not customary in Behar to divide 
^^ the crop. The husbandman brings the rent himself; 
^^ and when he makes his first payment he comes dressed 
" in his best attire.* " 

The date of this authentic record is little more than 
two hundred years, ago. How has, or by whom has the 
right of property in the soil been totally subverted, 
throughout a country containing twenty-five to thirty 
millions of people, in so short a period? If these, the 
greatjE^uofifiXldiB^i^Ave acquired lawful right to the soil, 
it must have been subsequent to this. Let them shew the 
deeds by which they hold ; tor except by inheritance, a 
regular instrument is required to establish their title. 
Sunnuds firom the king^ as late as the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century^ are quoted by Lord Teignmouth as esta- 
blishing undoubted right in the soil. One in favour of the 
zumeendar of Rajshahy was granted, he tells us, " in con- 
" sequence of the neglect of the former zumeendar to 
" discharge his revenue." This may be good as a sunnud 
of zumeendary; but this was not a grant of the soil! 
not more than a commission, after superseding one col- 
lector of land-tax by the King of England, would be a 
grant of the estates Within the district specified. So also 

th« 

^ Ayeen Akburee. 



I 



MOOHUMMUbAN GOVERNMENT. 5S 

the ** zumeendary of Dinagepore wa$ confirmed by a 
** firmaun of Shah Jehan abou| J55QZ > So the origin of 
the "Burdwan zumeendarymaybe traced to the yea r 1680, 
** Hirhen a rcry smcUlportion of it was given to a person 
^^ named Aboo." Nuddea and Lushkurpore zUmeendaries 
are of later date, about 1719. See Mr. Shore's minute. 

We have seen above, that at the very end of the seven-, 
teenth century the ** husbandmen paid their rents to the 
** crown/' This goes to prove, that whatever be the an- 
tiquity of the families of the zumeendars just mention- 
ed, they were at th e date of the Ayeen Akburee considered 
" husbandmen; '* and we know that the Viceroy of Bengal, 
Jaafur Khan, ^^ dispossessed almost all the zumeendars." 
I would again ask, how this vast accumulation of property 
has arisen ? Some of those zumeendars pay half a mil- 
lion sterling of public revenue. Did they purchase the 
lands?. The value, at ten years* purchase, would be five 
millions ! The malikana of ten per cent, at ten years* 
purchase, would amount to (four millions) four crores of 
rupees. Where was the capital to purchase this? It is 
evident no purchase ever took place ; that, consequently, 
np transfer of the soi l wasjgyer madg; and that, therefore, 
those zumeendars are not owners of it. 
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I shall conclude these remarks on the zumeendary 
tenure (referring to what I have said on the question of law) 
by quoting the authority of an intelligent native, ques- 
tioned by Mr. Shore (the present Lord Teignmouth), on 
the received opinion and custom of India with respect to 
the right of a zumeendar in the soil, and of the sovereign 
to confer such right. This intelligent person was the son 
of the former Nazim of Behar, and author.of the Seeur^ 
<\)^JIfootoociMer66n,.Gholam Hoseyn Khan. Query. "How 
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^' is a zumeendar appointed?" Anstcer* ^^ According to the 
^' strict right, no person can become the proprietor of 
*^ land but l>j one of the three above-mentioned modes, 
" viz. by purchase^ by g^ from the proprietor, or by i»- 
*^ heritance; though, by usage, the emperor or his repre- 
*< sentative may displace him (a zumeendar) for contuma^- 
" cious and refractory behaviour and appoint another by 
^< sunnud in his room. The person so appointed is by 
^^ usage considered as zumeendar and proprietor of the 
" soil, though according to strict right he be not so."— Q. 
" Is a zumeendarry hereditary?" A* " Whatever land a 
*' zumeendar may have become the proprietor of by any 
^ one of the three above-mentioned modes {viz. purchase, .gift, 
*^ inheritance), descends in the line of inheritance ; but 
^^ whatever is not actual property,sSs consequently not of 
M an hereditary nature " (aUuding.to>is official capacity of 
zumeendar which is not ^^ actual property" doubtless). 
*^ If a zumeendarry be the actual property of any person, 
^^ his heir hfis an undoubted right to succeed without the 
" sanction of the ruler." 

NoiK^ here it is evident a .distinction is intimated 
between lands the ^' actual, property^ which may be 
called the ^^hereditary" estate^ and lands belonging to 
the zumeendarry, not " actual property. ^^ For example, 
by sunnud from the king, the zu mee ndar might be 
vested with the management of the reven ue of his own 
■hereditary lands, and other lands adjsu^ent, and the charge 
<^ the police, &c. (for that was an essential part of a 
zumeendar's duty), also the care of extending the culti- 
vation of waste land, &c. : and it is worthy of remark, 
that, throughout the whole series of answers to Mr. Shore's 
queries, Gholam Hoseyn invariably keeps this essential 
distinction in view ; though from the questions, that great 

distinction 
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distinction seems to be entirely overlooked by Mr. Shore, 
who appears to take it for granted that an imperial sun- 
nud is a full title to the actual property of the soil, as it is 
to the official rights of zumeendarry* 

* ' • . • ' ' 

But a sunnud, firmaun, or by whatever name a grant 
f rom the crow n may be called, can convey no right but 
what is vested in the sovereign ; and that is, the collection 
of the public revenue : I mean over lands held by culti- 
vators, snch as I have defined. And let it be observed, 
that tliis distinction is marked by the names given to the 
allowances which government granted to zumeendarsi 
** malihand^ and ^' namhar :" the former meaning the 
dues belonging to a ^' maUk^*^ or real owner of land, the 
latter to a, manager. '^ Malikxima^^ says Gholam Hoseyn, 
^^ is the unalienable right of proprietorship ; but fuxkhat 
*^ depends upon fidelity, and a due discharge of the public 
*' revenue. Nankar is expressly the reward of service, 
^^ If a zumeendar is displaced, it would be imdoubtedly 
^^ taken fi*om him. But mcU^na is the right of the 
'^ proprietor of land, who receives it (malikana) under 
^^ the ruler ; and tlierefore, if he receive it (malikana) 
^^ under the ruler, how can an altumghadar, jageerdar, 
" 8cc. withhold it from him ?' 

There are instances of the sovereign purchasing land 
from a ziimeendar. On this point Gholam Hoseyn is 
aisked : Q. <^ Why did the king purchase lands, since he 
** was lord of the country, and might therefore have 
" taken by virtue of that capacity ?" A, " The emperor 
^^ is not so far lord of the soil as to be aUe, consistently 
** with right, and equity, to sell or otherwise dispose of it 
*' at his mere will and pleasure. These are rights apper- 

E 4 " taining 
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^' taining only to such a proprietor of land as is mentioned 
** in the first and second answers. The emperor is prO' 
*^ prietor cfthe revenue, but he is not proprietor of the soil: 
*^ Hence it is, when he grants aymes, attimghaSy and 
^^ jageers, he only transfers the revenue Stova himself to 
" the grantee." 

It may not be unedifying to note in conclusion, 
what^tin 1772, was the estimation in which the zumeendars 
and their titles were held by the English goyemment. 
The government proclamation on this point is dated 11th 
May 1772, notifying the determination of the English 
government to assume the Dewanee, by order of the Court 
of Directors ; and enumerating the several branches of 
business appertaining to the Dewanee, among which are : 
<* the constituting arid dismissing of zumeendars, with the 
** concurrence of the Nazim/' 

• ■ ■ ' . 

They then, 14th May 1772, proceed to divide the 
country into farms of purgunnahs; but so as not to 
exceed one lac of rent per annum. In this document the 
zumeendars appear to be understood merely as govern- 
ment officers. *^ That in like manner the zumeendars, 
^' talucdars, shicdars, and other officers of government, be 
" forbid to lend money to the ryots."* 

• How far the practice of India coincided with the law, 
in the system of government generally in matters of revenue 
and finance, in countenancing the right of the sovereign, 
or of the zumeendar, or of the cultivator to the property of 
the soil, may be farther seen, in addition to what I have 
already quoted, by referring to the Institutes of Tlmour, 

' which. 

* Proclamation of 1 77^. 
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which are formed so closely On the model and principles 
of the Moohummudan law, that it is impossible to mis- 
take their origin. The Institutes of Akbar, in the Ayeen 
Akburee, are evidently formed from those of Timour ; and 
are, in fact, in their most material parts, a copy of the 
former. 

From the Moohummudan law, down through tliose 
two works, the eye of a Moohummudan lawyer hhs a 
view of the whole system of Indian government : obscure 
latterly, it must be confessed, but still sufficiently marked 
to admit of his tracing the original. There ia also the 
code of the Moghul emperor of Persia, Ghaznan Khan, 
above-mentioned, promulgated about the year of our 
Lord 1260 ; all, as indeed might be looked for, scions 
from the same stock. Where, indeed, at that early 
period of Moohummudanism, may it be supposed a Mos- 
lem prince would go for law, save to the sacred repository 
of his faith ? 

But there are other documents extant, of still greater 
force and of recent date. Among these I shall mention 
Aurungzebe's firmaun, dated in 1668, directed to Moo- 
hummud Hashim, containing instructions for collecting 
the khurauj. These are eighteen in number, and pro- 
fess to be issued ^^ that the mutusuddees and amils, from 
^^ one end of Hindoostan to the other, may be informed 
^^ in all points regarding the khurauj^ as directed to be 
^^ levied in the enlightened law of the pure and holy religion^ 
^^ and as approved by the'good and authentic traditions." 
These rules for the collection of the khurauj are entirely 
copied from the writers on the Moohummudan law ; fol- 
lowing the practice adopted by Omar, when he settled 

the 
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the conquered provinces of Iraak and Syria, before 
alluded to. 

There is also another firmaun of Aurungzebe, issued 
about the year 1676, addressed to Rishuk Doss, contain- 
ing the minutest orders respecting the collection of the 
revenue, the encouragement of cultivation, the keeping 
of, and transmission of regular accounts, formed after 
the rules of Akbar ; to which he indeed specifically refers* 
" You are to inform yourself of the usage with regard to 
^^ the customs in the time of his majesty, when Rajah 
" Tudor Mull was Dewan." 

This order contains fifteen regulations. It is collected 
in the BMrnoozat-^ Alwngeeree; and a translation of it and 
of the former may be seen in Patton's Asiatic Monarchies^ 
furnished to that author, I believe, by the present Lord 
Teignmouth. 

" It is proper," says the learned Shums-oolnAymah^ 
" that the sovereign appoint collectors to collect the 
*^ khurauj in the most equitable manner from the people." 
These collectors were called awtf-eew ^j-Ulc (the plural of 

J^U amilj; and accordingly Akbar appointed a col- 

lector over every crore of dams, who was called J^U 
amil, or amilgvzzar ;* and the name is preserved to this 
day in the province of Oude, and other parts of India 
beyond the Company's territories. 

" And," says Akbar, " let the amilguzzar agree with 
^^ the husbandman to bring his rents himself that there 
." may be no plea for employing intermediate merce- 
** naries." 

Here 

* Aycen Akburee. 
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Here the written law says, the people shall pay to the 
government collectors, *^ and the practice of India was 
such." No iniermediate mercenaries shall be suffer edy says 
Akbar, to come between the sovereign and cultivator, 

" There shall be," says the Moohummudan law, 
<^ separate treasuries established. The first for the khu^ 
** rauj^ and the jezzeeah or capitation tax'; second, |br 
^^ the ooshr Or tithes, and the zvkavt or charitable imposts ; 
" third, for they?/J!A of captured property, plunder, mines, 
" and of treasure trove j fourth, for waifs^^ escheats^ deeut^ 
^' &c. All these shall be kept separate, because these 
" different branches of the revenue are appropriated by 
" law to different purposes. The sovereign, however, in 
" case of necessity, may, borrow from one treasury, to 
" replace the same if in his power."* 

Timour had seven establishments of this kind, f' seven 
*^ wuzeers or ministers^ all under the dewanbegee, to 
^^ regulate the affairs of the revenue and to lay them be- 
•^ fore him. One for the affairs of the ryots, the state of 
" cultivation, popjulation, and police; one for the sub- 
** sistence and pay of the troops, assignments or jageers 
** granted for this, &c.; one to take charge of the pro- 
^' perty of absentees, defuncts, escheats, customs and 
^^ zukat, duties on cattle and pasture ground, &c. ; one 
^^ for the expenses of the imperial household, arsenal, 
" &c. There are tjiree others placed over the frontier 

provinces, the khalsah lands, &c«, . all under the 

dewanbegee."f 

Akbar established ** provincial treasuries to receive the 

" khurauj 

* Zeylaaee. f Institute 805. 
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Timour ordered this before him, " The khurauj is to 
" be settled," says the Institutes, " according to the pro* 
<* duce of the cultivated land. The lands irrigated by 
" water constantly flowing should pay one-third ; if only by 
** rain-water, therefore uncertain, to pay one-third or 
" one-fourth. That the land should be measured and 
^^ divided into three classes, an average taken, and \o pay 
" so much/'* The guz^ or yard, settled by Akbar was 
forty-one fingers ; and he called it the UaJhee gvz, instead 
of the badshahee (the guz of the king, meaning Nosher- 
waun) as the Arabs did theirs.f 

Akbar's beegah, or jureeb, consists of 3600 (or sixty 
square) guz. The same number specified by the Moohum- 
mudan law. 

By the Moohummudan law there are two modes of set- 
tlement of the khurauj : the moohautuaah^ and the moo- 
hmmmdh^ which will be explained below ; but the khurauj 

of green crop {^j rvJSbah signifying fresh, moist, green ; 
which some commentators have translated by the word 
Jjij hakooU green vegetables, pot herbs) was always paid 
in money : five dirhums for every jureeb which produced 
green crop. This crop is explained to be " all kinds of 
" green vegetables, flowers, roses, green dates, sugar-cane, 
" turmeric, melons, cucumbers, bazunjaun, marygold, 
« and the like."^ 

"Accordingly," says the Ayeen Akburee, "from dry crops 
" one-third of the produce from each harvest was levied 
" as revenue ; but for musk melons, ^ajwayn, onions, and 

" other 

* Institutes, f Ayeen Akburee. \ Jaumeaa-oor-Ramooi. 
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^^ Other greens, ready money at fixed rates was payable. " 
And again, ^' the revenue for indigo, kuknar, pan, tur^ 
^^ meric, singanhar, hemp, kutchalu, kuddoo, henna, 
^^ cucumbers, badinjan, radishes, carrots, kerelah, tyn^ 
^^ dus, and ketcherah, was ordered to b^ paid in ready 
** money."* 

Besides these an infinite number of examples might be 
adduced, to shew the identity between the regulations 
of the India Moohummudan government and the Moo- 
hummudan law. What I have quoted, however, must be 
fully sufficient. 

Having, as I am persuaded I have, without doubt^ 
established that the Moohummudan law and constitution 
is the ^^ law and constitution of India;" that the Moohum- 
mudan law prevailed during the whole period of the Moo- 
hummudan government; that by that law, the right of 
property in the soil does vest in the cultivator,, such as I 
have above defined, and not in the crown nor zumeendar, 
above described; that the usages which prevailed, distinctly 
shew that neither .the sovereign^ nor the person whom we 
call zumeendar (not owning land by inheritance, purchase, 
or gift), was ever understood to have had the shadow of 
proprietary right in the soil^ and that the usages with respect 
to tenures, taxation, &c., are no where adverse to, but for 
the most part conformable to the principles and rules of 
the law in their leading features, I shall now notice the 
different kinds of tenures or modes, by which property in 
lands can be acquired, as recognized by the Moohummu*^ 
da^ law. 

These 

• Vol.i. page361« 
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These are, 1st. partitkm among the conquero!rs, when 
the lands are conquered. 

2d. By fixuig the AAurotf; upon the laiids of conquered 
inhabitants, by.specific assessment (and imiposing also the 
capitation tax), they being suffered to remain upon the 
Jands. 

3d. By compromise entered into with the inhabitants of 
a country htfore conquest. 

4th. By the cultwaium of waste . bmcly when with the 
express sanction of government. These four are the 
original tenures of land. 

5th. Purchase, exchange, or other mutual compact for 
equivalents. 

6th. Dower. 

7th. Gift, bequest. , 

8th. Inheritance. 

9th. Wukf, or endowment. 

I shall not notice loan and lease, because these are 
temporary tenures, further than to state that they not only 
depend on the time for which they are granted, but are 
vdid of themselves by the demise of either party. 

' The 1st. liiz. Original partition at the conquest of a 
country. This is the strongest of all rights. It can how- 
ever exist only in the person of a Moslem, or one who 
has acquired by purchase, or other legal mode of convey- 
ance, from a Moslem. It cannot descend to an unbeliever 
by inheritance ; for ah infidel cannot inherit of a Moslem. 
Consequently, had the lands of Hindoostan been divided 
among the conquering soldiers, no Hindoo could be in legal 
possession, without a formal title from a Moslem; for by 
the simple act of conquest, as above shewn^ every right 
of a non-Moslem subject ceased and determined. 

I say 
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t say, right by original partition is the strongest of all 
tenures, because it conveys a right of which the owner 
eanHd divest himself, namely, that of treaiSure*trove« If 
a person, says the Jcmrneaa-oorBumooZf find hidden trea- 
sure in the lands of another, and it is not known to whom 
it belongs, a fifth shall go to the crown, the remainder to 
die proprietor of the land. And the proprietor here 
meant is the person to wh/om the Imaum (the wvereign) 
assigned the lands when first conquered^ or his heirs; not 
the owner to whom the lands may have devolved by pur^ 
chase from the original proprietor, or his heirs. Such 
treasure shall not go to a purchaser , but shall rather 
escheat to the crown. This is also mentioned in the moheet 
The object of this statute is evidently to create escheat. 
Even now, probably, no land is to be found in the pos- 
session of an original owner or his heirs ; consequently, 
all treasure-trove escheats to the crown. 

2d. Assessment of hhwrauj. The Moslem conqueror 
has the legal right of sufiering the conquered inhabitants 
to remain on their lands as freemen, but only on condition 
of their paying the khurauj and the capitation tax. On 
the khurauj being fixed (which must be by allotment and 
assessment), the land becomes the property of the indivi- 
dual, saleable and transferable, in the same way that, in the 
ease of partition amoilg die cqnquerors, the share of each 
individual becomes his property, as the law says, on partition. 

3d. By compromise; as the Prophet did with several 
powerful Arabian tribes before conquest, on their paying 
a fixed tribute^ 

4th. A grant of waste land to cultivate. The grant is 
permanent. TTie sovereign has the power of making such 
grant, on condition that the grantee pay the asses(sment 
to which such land is liable for what he does cultivate. 
The nature of assessment, if the grantee be a Moslem, is 

F regulated 
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regulated by situation as to water for its irrigation. But 
the crown cannot make any such grant without stipu- 
lating for the l^al land-tax, s^ing that, by law» the 
sovereign is merely a trustee for the community, whose 
property the land, before partition, is ; and a trustee ccm- 
not give away the property of his constitutent without an 
equivalent If the grantee cultivate within a reasonable 
period (which the law limits to three years), well ; if not, 
the land may be given to another. Timour allowed the 
ryot, in this case, the land for the first year rent-free ; 
the second he took what the ryot chose to give ; but the 
third year the full public tax was levied. 

5th* Purchase^ or exchange for equivalents, by any of 
the legal compacts. 

6th« Dower i on marriage; which is also by the Moo- 

« 

hummudan law held to be a civil compact, for an equivar 
lent, namely, the connubial society of the bride. 

Tth. Gifts^ with seisin, from an owner qualified to give ; 
and bequests. These are compacts without an equivalent. 
So also is, 

8th. Inheritanee. AH unbelievers may inherit among 
themselves, whatever their creeds may be, but none.ol* 
them can inherit of a Moslem, nor the converse. 

The 5th, 6th, 7th, and Bth, are all private contracts, 
and therefore do not weigh in this investigation. 

9th* Wuhf, or endowment, for some charitable or pious 
purpose. This tenure is absolute as to the u^tjj^tic^ but 
does not convey the full right of property to the incum- 
bent; thoij^h, as the law says, it annuls that right in 
the endower. The benefice lands, however, even though 
the endowment be from the crown, are liable to the land- 
tax. 
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tax. The law says, ** if tithe lands, they 'are liable to the 
^* tithe; if khuraujee l^nds, to the khurauj." 



iz^\^\^ kjt^ ^\ij\ ii^\ ^]J\ 4 jL^\ ^slj 

Kaxee Khan. ^j^\ l^ ^|/^ 

But an endowment l^ wukfvfovAA not be valid, even 
from the crown, unless granted for the purposes sanctioned 
by law, and to some one or other of the descriptions of 
persons or establishments which the law recognizes bs the 
objects of endowment For example, a grant of lands by 
^b»4^tb an individual who is wealthy, would be null as a 
wukf, according to all the lawyers, though according to 
some it would be held to hen gift. ' The object or purpose 

r 

rf endowment must be of a permanent, as well as a pious 
or charitable nature. This is doubtless the sound law ; 
though in some books, it is stated as legal to appropriate 
by wukf in favour of individuals, and of people who are 
not poor. But this is mere difference of terms; for in 
these cases the grant is, hy a legal fiction, held to come 
under the law of gifts, and not of benefices ; and then the 
law of donation will rule the case, which of course does 
not cancel any public or private demand against the land- 
men; and if a tenure by wukf flowed from a subject, it 
Would d fi/ttioH be good, qmad the profits only. The 
kind would srtiH be subject to the revenues of the state. 

These, together with tenures by loan and fea^e, both of 
which expire with the demise of either party, are those by 
which landed property may be acquired and held, accord- 
ing to the Moohummudan law. 

It will be perceived, that none of those tenures convey 

F 2 ' any 
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any right whatever to exemption from the public revenucr 
There is, however, a power vested in the sovereign by 
the Moohummudan law, which is too important in its 
consequences to be (Knitted here, viz., that of appropri* 
ating the khurauj of a man's own land to the owner of the 
land. The sovereign cannot make a donation of the khu- 
rauj of the lands of an individual to the owner, unless the 
donee be of those to whom the' law assigns a public 
maintenance (literally ^^ an object of, or one entitled to ft 
share of the khurauj.") But should the sovereign assign 
the khurauj to the owner, and leave it with him, the 
owner, being of those who are entitled by law to share in 
the khurauj, it is legal, aca>rduig to Aboo Yoosuf s 
opinion : and this is decided J^w, as Kazee Khan states^ 
Imaum Moohummud dissents.* This, however, it is 
evident, can only be a personal grant ; and must, at alL 
events, cease with the existence of the individual to whom 
it is made, in as much as the qualities, or circimistances, 
which render one individual an o^fed entitled to share in 
the khurauj, viz. his being a soldier, kazee, mooftee,^ 
teacher, collector of revenue, a police officer, or other 
pubUc fonctionary of government, a learned or holy man, 
are altogether personal. 

And I may add, more for the purpose of shewing that 
I have not overlooked it than on any other account, that 
in some books on the law (for it is, in its vety principle, 
strongly opposed in the most authentic works) a mode is 
stated, by which, as some interpret it, the khurauj may 
be cancelled by the sovereign ; and thus an estate would 

^ become 

• Aboo Yooftuf And Imaiun Moohttinmud were disciples of Aboo Hunee- 
fab, the head of the Huneeleeah Soonnees : their Mithority therefore is grcal 
on points of law. 
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become lakhuraujee, or exempt from the assessment of 
revenue. 

It is this. Lands escheat to the crown by the demise 
of last heirs, or otherwise. If government should sdl 
these lands to any one, it is said by some lawyers, the 
khurauj would be annulled, and could not thereafter be 
levied from that land. This I have stated on the autho- 
rity of some writers ; but it is, at best, a mere evasive 
interpretation; for even these admit that the lands are 
nevertheless liable to government for rent^ oqjrut. It is 
m^ntained, however, by all the authentic writers, that 
escheats may not be legaUy sold at (dl by the crown without 
^adtreim necessity ; in the same way as it is unlawful for a 
guardian to sell the property of an orphan ward, without 
such necessity. 

First, then, the sale of escheated land by government 
is not countenanced ; and, secondly, the lands sold are 
still liable to the public assessment, under the name of 
oqjruL 
' In the Ftitikrool Kudeer^ after stating, in conformity 
with other books, that the land of Egypt is khuraujee, 
the author says " the revenue collected from the lands of 
^^ Egypt now a days is oofrmt^ rent, not hhurauj^ for now 
" the cultivators are not proprietors of the soil. It so 
** happened, that for want of heirs it fell without owners, 
^* and thus escheated to the crown ; what is paid, there- 
fore, is not khnratffy but {oqjrut) rent."* 



*i 



' Here then, if toe admU the legality of sakj is one way 
by which, technically speaking, the khurauj may be 

F ^ annulled; 

• Mom, Ghuff* ' 
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annulled; but then it is, as I have ^observed^ a mere 
change of terms : " rent " is paid* The crown cannot 
remit the rent ; and the only effect, even under a Moo- 
hummudan government, which would be produced^ is 
that, in case the government chose it, they might oust the, 
cultivator and give the land to another, or sell the land 
to another, or release tliemselves &om the legal restraint 
of appropriating the revenue, received under th^ name of 
rentj to the purposes specified by law for the appropriation 
of the khurauj. 

My object, in dwelling upon this subject, is to shew 
that there are no legal means of emancipating the soil, 
from the government revenue pemummtty ; and coni^e'^ 
quently, that the multitude of lakhurauj tenure^ which 
have been trumped up, during the imbecility and decay 
of the Moohummudan government, and the no less imbe- 
cile infancy of that of the English, are in. themselves 
illegal, could not by law have been granted as pemumeM 
rent-free tenures^ and that their ever having beeii consi- 
dered as such by our government, must have been the 
consequence of ignorance on the one hand, and of impo- 
sition on the other. 

I shall, in this place, take notice of the variety of illegal 
and fictitious tenures which have been erroneously recog- 
nized by the local governments of India. 

{. 

By the Moohummudan law, the sovereign, as we have 
seen, has no power to give away public property, of any 
kind, without an equivalent. He cannot bestow a lakhu- 
rauj grant in any other way than that above mentionedt 
viz. by an appropriation of the khurauj of one's own 
estate to the owner himself, with the condition attached, of 

his 
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his being one of those classes of persons to whom the law 
assigns a public provision. An appropriation of this^kind 
would be necessary to accompany even a religious endow- 
ment, if exemption from revenue were designed : and this 
would be permanent, if the body or class endowed con- 
tinued to exist as objects of benefice ; but would cease to 
be so with the existence of the last incumbent, who might 
come under the description of persons entitled by law to 
the benefit of a public maintenance. 

So little power is, by the Moohummudan law^ vested 
in the sovereign to give away the property of the publici 
that although, on the eve of a battle, he may hold out 
special rewards of an additional share of plunder in order 
to encourage the troops, yet after the battle is over, he 
cannot give away an atom of prize property, beyond the 
regular share; except, indeed, from the share of the 
crown, which is a fifth of prize property. 

In the above power, which the Moohummudan laMf 
recognizes in the sovereign, of assigning the khurauj of 
on^'s own lands to the proprietofi however, I can see the 
seeds of the variety of anomalous tenures, which are 
recognized by our government in India as lakhuraujee^ 
or rent-free and permanent, without their having ever 
been trac^ to their origin ; and, in fact, without their 
nature ever having been ascertained; to the enormous 
diminution of nearly three inillions sterling, perhaps, of 
the public revenue, under the Bengal presidency alone. 

Setting out, therefore, with this, as a principle of sound 
law to be kept in view, that no permanent lakhuraujee 
tenure can, by law, exist in the person of an individual 

r 4 under 
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under a Moobummudan govemment, let us eacamine the 
India tenures as they are known to our government 
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1st. Altumgha UicJl This tenure, I think, owes its 
rank more to its sound than to its sense. One who has 
read Latin is immediately reminded of scmiething high ; 
and when he is told that it is a ^^ royal grant,'' he is pr^ 
pared to believe any thing of it. The truth is, however, 
that the word conveys no idea of the nature of the tenure. 

lUJ tumgha^ or as it is also written U*!?, signifies ^lij 
nushan : *^ a distinguishing mar^ : a mark they put on the 

hip of a horse,, especially of , the royal stud." U«J tumgha 
signifies ^^ ^Jiyijnmhane mohur^ the impression of a seaL 
Turkish DicHcnary. lU:J^ Attwngha is a compound of JT 
dl a crimson colour (^^ i w ^j»^ and \mj trnngha a seal; 
j^ in Turkish *l& jb y^ the seaj of the king ; and some* 

times they drop the word U4J tumgha and the word J\ al 
alone is used, to signify the royal seal.* 

The meaning which the British Government attaches 
tor an aUwngha grant is, that it is a royal grant ; not only 
in perpetuity to the grantee and his heirs, but that it is a 
transferable, and perpetual lakhuraujee or rent-free tenure. 
It is certain, however, that it by no means necessarily im- 
plies eiiihex pertnanence or exemption from reoeame^ or rigid 
of trantfer. " And," says Timour, ** I ordered that to 
" twelve pf the forty aiiymavk {heads of tribes of soldiers) 

« which had submitted to my government, Uw timgha 
•« should be given, that they might be classed among my 
*' khas servants." Inst. 809. The other twenty-eight owg^ 

matikf 

• Furhunja^ Rusbeedec, Yoce J | 
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*^ mamkj who had not received timgba^ I appointed over 
**' their own tribes ; that in time of war they might attend 
** with their quotas." 813. 

2d. Muddudmaaush ^U^ JtX« this compound word sig- 
nifies subsistence (lit. assistance in living), from jj^ muddud, 
aid, and ^U^ numu^ living. It is also stated to be a 
royal grant in perpetuity, to be transferable, and to con- 
vey a rent-free tenure ; but it was probably nothing more 
originally, than the grant of a pension to an individual 
in distress. " I ordered," says Timour, " that to the poor, 

\j^ /ookroy the helpless ijjf' aajzahi and the indigent 

^2^:;SL^ musakeen^ /^U« J Jc« muddud tnaaush shoidd be 
** fixed." Inst. 367. 

3d. AeemaA. Uj\ aeemah is the plural of aUI imaumy 

which is, I believe, the true etymology. If so, it wa& proba- 
bly, nothing more originally than the grant of a snail 
living to maintain a priest, or imaumj at the neighbouring 
mosque to preside over the people at prayers ; the person 
who guides the people at their public devotion being the 
imaum, or leader for the occasion. Or it may have taken 
its name from the donor, the sovereign, in his capacity of 
imaum. They are grants to Moohummudans. 

The celebrated Bengal financier, Mr. Grant, tells ns^ 
that *' aeemah is the popular general term for all charitable 
'^ or religious donations made by the sovereign to Moo- 
<^ hummudans in Hindoostan ; and, technically, in forms 
" of sunnud, as well as of the exchequer, always more 
^* particularly distinguished by the words aUumghOj or 
f^ muddud maash"* It ^aeemah) is also supposed by our 

government 

* Grant'ii Analysis. 
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government to be a regular form of grant, conveying from 
the crown a free and perpetual transferable title. 

When the prince^ the shahzaadah^ came to Bengal, he 
took upon himself to give away large grants of land, for 
charitable or religious purposes, under this appellation ; 
but the grants werp so extensive, that the king, though he 
did not choose not to ratify them, imposed a small land-tax 
on the lands granted ; and they, in consequence, got the 
appellation of ^^ wemah bazyat^'^ lands, or aeemah re* 
sumed lands, firom ^U iby to get back 

4th. Jageer, r^^ from l>. jau^ a place, and ^^ 
geruftm^ to lay hold of. This is known to be merely a 
life-rent tenure, but it is stated to convey a rent-free title. 
A jageeTy when given in land, is known, in the Moohum- 

mudan law, by the name of \j^\ auJdaa^ from ktdcuzy to 
cut ; signifying a portion cut off for a particular purpose. 

, Jageer may be said to be a military tenure. Their origin 

in India may probably be traced to the following practice 

of Timour. " He ordered the whole of the revenues of 

" the country to be divided into lots of different amount^ 

" and that these lots should be written on a royal assign- 
ee- ' 

*^ ment V-X^. yurleegh. These assignments were brought to 
" the Deewan Khana (exchequer, to be entered perhaps). 
" Each of the omrah and mingbaushees (officers of horse, 
" who received sixty times the pay of a trooper) received 
** one of these assignments. If the amount was greater 
" than his own allowance, he was to share it with another ; 
" if less, he got another to make up the amount.'* Timour 
-directed, however, ** that no ameer or mingbaushee should 
^* collect more from the subject than the established reve- 
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^* nw and taxes; and for thi^ purpose, and t6 keep an 
^\ account of the jumma, and of the payments and shares 
*^ , of the ryots, && to every province on which royal assign- 
*^ ments were granted, he appointed two wuzeers: one 
^^ of whom was to take care that the joffeerdar uhovld not 
oppress the ryots» The jageerdar got the grant first 
for three years; at the end of that period the country 
'^ was inspected. If it was found in a flourishing con- 
*^ dition, and the peasantry were contented, the jageerdar 
was continued: otherwise, it (the jageer) was resum- 
ed, and the jageerdar was punished, by withholding 

^^ from him his subsistence ajjU for the three years fol- 
<^ lowing."* Hence, perhaps, arose the malikana or nait- 

These four are stated by our writers to be the only 
tenures derived immediately from the crown : and in the 
province of Behar alone, in the year 1784, the present 
Lord Teignmouth mentions the amount of the annual 
produce of rent-free lands held under the above titles to 
be rupees 13,08,786 (about £130,000 sterling). Besides 
which there are stated to be other alienated landi; in the 
same province to a large amount, under the titles of :--*• 

Nuzzere durgah *\fp jj (lit. an offering at a sacred 

plac^), for maintaining places of worship.f 

Kharyejumm/a ^^ ^J^ (lit. out of, or excluded from 
the public revenue), excluded frt)m the revenue, and sold 
by the zttmeendars.:^ 

Maafee ^JU^ (Ut^ exempted, privileged, or revenue 
exempted lands), exempted on the authority of the nazim 
or the zumeendar.$ 

Sir 

* Inst. f Lord Teigninouth's minute. ^ Ibid. § Ibid. 



76 TBKURS8 UV lait THE ' 

Sir skihm JLii j^ (Ut. broken-headed, but stated to be) 
land broken or separated from the capital or head; 
granted in duirily^ by zumeendars, chowdries, canoon- 
goes** It i% however, a grant of parcels or portions of 
land to some public functionary of tHe village ; the priest, 
or perhaps the village washerman or plough-maker, to 
induce him to reside there. It is taken ^ little and little 
from each zlimeendar or head; ue. breaking a little off 
each head to give for the above purpose : so called ^^fJ^j^ 
head-breaking. 

KhyrtxuUe <yir^^ (^^^ alms-meaning, that which is given 
voluntarily with a good intent), land given in charity by 
the amil, zumeendar, or nazim.f 

Nankar j\ij\j (lit bread for work), stated to be land 
given by the amils or nazim, or the zumeendars, chowdries, 
talookdars, for some service performed, j: It was, however, 
an allowance received by the zumeendar, while he admi- 
nistered the concerns of the zumeendary, from gvem- 
ment, without r^erence to proprietary right. When he 
did not administer the affairs of the zumeendary, no nankar 
was allowed. 

Enam m\mj\ (lit. gift, present), land given by zumeendars 

or amils as a favour.^ 

Land held by all these tenures is stated, in the docu- 
ment to which I refer (Lord Teignmouth's minute), to be 
in practice transferable, except lands held by nuzzuredur- 
gah tenures : but as the right, of transfer does not appear 
to be well founded, even of aUnmghc^ jageer^ and muddud 
numsh, &c. tenures, I shall deem it necessary to inquire 
into that presently. 

Besides 

• Lord Teigamouth*a minute. f Ibid. ^ | Ibid. | Ibid. 
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Besides these^ lioweyer, there are a variety of other 
modes known in India, by which lands have been appro*- 
priated) and now escape paying revenue, to the great loss 
of the state. As 1 cAoAuran, 3 materan, 3 peeran, ^fuheerany 
5 cheraghee^ 6 burmootur^ 7 bhoguewUterj 8 bhaiotur^ 9 bish' 
natter^ 10 dewotteTf 11 ni/Jde. 

1st. Chakuran ^J^j service lands, from chakur, a 

servant This grant may be by a Hindoo or Moslem. 

2d. MohJturan ^J^^f^i from Sanscrit ic^^ mtdiut^ great,. 
and ijSy turanoj to cherish ; t . e. lands set apart for the 

maintenance of a great or revered person or place. A 
Hindoo grant. 

3d. Peeran ^Lo from peer, a confessor or spiritu^ 

guide. Lands set apart for a peer. A Moslem grant. 

4th. Fuheeran ^jM from Jukeer^ amendicant(Moohum- 

mudan law^^Ara *1^), to maintain the poor. A Moslem 
grant. 

5th. Cheraghee ^\j>' from cU^ churaugh, a lamp: 
to maintain lamps burned at the shrines of saints. (Inst. 
Tim. 4<U«»j|^ rosimaee*) A Moslem grant. 

6th. jBta'm(X)tor Jj^ijb^ a compound of ftrtiAiii, a brahmin, 

and oottuTf fit for, belonging to: a grant of land to a 
brahmin. A Hindoo grant. 

7th. Bhoguewitterji^y^ from bhogtt, enjoyment, posses- 

sion and oottur^ as above : a maintenance to any person. 
A Hindoo grant. 
8th. BhaMury^\^ from bhcuxt^ a class of brahmins : 

meaning a maintenance for the bhaat brahmins. A Hin- 
doo grant. 
9th. Bishnotter (should be Fishnoottur JyJ^j) from 

Fisknoo 
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FMnoo and ooHurj t. e* a grant of land for the worship of 
Vishnoo. A Hindoo grant 

10th. Dewotter J%i^^ from devu^ a god, and oottur^ 

as above; translated by my brahmin etymologist *'a 
•* grant of land for the expense of a deity.** A Hindoo 
grant. 

11th. Nyjote i^^^^ (but I think it ought to be 
i::^js^ {aJ neechjote) from neech, under, andjotcy to plough: 
i. e. land reserved by the zumeendar and excluded from 
the jumma, for cultivation imder himself. Either Hindoo 
or Moslem grant. 

It is evident that these tenures are not, in their nature, 
necessarily hereditary ; and, by law, they are clearly not : 
nor does it follow that any one of them conveys a rent- 
free grant. 

For, example, the altumgha tenure. " Timour ordered 
** all the beggars to be collected, and maintenance to be 

<^ assigned to them, ,\*, :i U^J ]/\^\j ond tJuxt they shmdd 
be distinguished by a mark^ that they might not, there^ 
after, be permitted to beg any more : (jUJ ^ Ssq ^ imiif 
** aftear tumgha they should be found begging they should 
" be banished."* We cannot suppose by such nltufngha 
grants that his majes^ designed to constitute a body of 
hereditary beggars. 

The grants of aUumghoy ayrna^ jogeer^ muddud rruumsh, 
were by law nothing more than grants of the hhurauj or 
revenue, the property of the lands remaining unaffected 
by them, whether belonging to the grantee or to others ; 

and' 

• Inst. 
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and SO &r were these grtots of altumgha^ ayma^ jageer, 
&c. from being considered by the Moohiimmudan gaven>- 
ment of India to be grants of a proprietary nature in the 
soil, that they were generally, perhaps, latterly, univer- 
sally made over the lands of others^ over the lands of a 
hundred different proprietors, perhaps, whose right, as 
bondjide owners' of the soil, was never questioned. And 
thus two distinct interests might esist in the same pro- 
perty : that of the aUmnghadar^ or aynutdar^ or jageerdar, 
to the extent of tte hhura^j or public revenue ; and of the 
vuiUkf or real owner, to the surplus collections from the 
ryots, after paying the khurauj. This constituted the ma- 
likana, or matik's (owner's) share; of which the dttwnghadar 
could not deprive him« And here we have an easy explana* 
tion of the fact hither to^ so far as I know, unexplained, qf 
qitmnghajageer and ixymadars in Behcsr^ in many in^anceSj 
paying medUuma kt zumeendara (meaning owners of 
land) : a fact adduced by Mr. Shore as a proof of claims 
of the sumeendars to the ownership of the soil, and equsdiy 
adduced against Inm as a proof that that right vested in 
the ftovere%n ; seeing, as they said, an altumgha grant is 
hereditary amd a royal grant, and were the right of pro- 
perty not vested ia the crown, the crown could not have 
granted it. But both parties were wrong. They con- 
founded the real zuiheendars, the real owners of the soil, 
with zumteaidars, the managers of the revenue of villages^ 
tracts, &e.; and mistook the grant of the kkmrca^, or 
revenue^ for a grant of tht aoU. For example^ suppose 
A. to have an altumgha grant of the khurauj of B's land), 
and afterwards to get possession of the land from B^ oir 
paying him ten per cent, (or any sum) yearly. Here A.,^ 
an altumghadar, pays B., a malik, for the same land 
over which be (A.) holds an altumgha title. 

Mn 
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I^T. Shore, on this subject, had good information, but 
did not avail himself of it. Gholam Hoosseyn Khan, the 
intelligent and acute author of the Seeur-ool-MooiuakherBen 
above' mentioned, being questioned on varipus pcdnts, in 
answer to Question 19th, ^^ When any land was given as 
altumgha, jageer, muddud maaush, &c. out of the 
zumeendarry, did the proprietor of the land receive 
" moKkana from the person receiving the grant ? ** The 
answer is : ^^ Certainly. Malikana is the right of the pro^ 
^^ prietor of land; and if he, the proprietor, received it 
** (malikana) from the ruler (government), how can an 
*^ altumghadar, jageerdar, &c. withhold it?" And this 
intelligent man again says, in answer to the 29th Question, 
" The emperor is proprietor of the revenue issuing out of 
*^ his territory, but he is not the proprietor of the soil. 
Hence it is, that when he grants aymas, altumghas^ 
and jageers, he only trmsfers the revenue from himself to 
the grantee/' Nothing can be more clear than this, as 
far as the property of the soil is concerned; that it was 
never, even in practice, conveyed to an altumghadar or 
jageerdar, &c. And, by law, even the revenue couM 
not be alienated, except under conditions, as before exr^ 
plained, even by the monarch himself. 

It has been above stated, that Lord Teignmouth under- 
stood that lands holding by the tenures of altun^ha,^ 
jageer, muddud maaush, &c. were transferable in practice ; 
but we now jfind that the lands were not understood to be 
conveyed at all by such grants of the crown, but only the 
revenue transferred by the crown ; and a grant of revenue 
(khurauj) is, by law, not transferable by the grasakz^ 
though it may be inherited under certain conditions. Nor 
does it appear in practice that such grants were understood 
to be transferable. The words of the grant by altumgha, 

&c. 
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&c. are adverse to the construction put upon them by his 
lordship; Itf is not a grant to ttssignees^ hut from father to 
son^ in HnecU succession : and the reason of this is, as the 
answer to the 49th question of the document just quoted 
plainly shews, "the clause, yrow father to son^ in lineal 
succession^ is inserted in an altumgha sunnud, in order 
to secure the grant to the posterity of the original pro- 
prietor (grantee)/* But the right to trcmsfer would be 
Vesting any individual of that posterity with the power to 
defeat the right of all the rest ; and this would be defeating 
the object of government in making the grant, which was' 
tb reward the faithful services of an individual, by a per- 
manent and certain provision for himself and his ofispring. 

We have seen that, by the law of India, the right or 
interest conveyed by an altumgha, jageer, or muddud 
maaush tenure, is nU transferable by sale, gift, or bequest, 
or by any other mode of transfer; and the tenor of the 
grant, as well as the understanding and practice of the 
Moghul government, appear to have corresponded with 
the law. It is scarcely necessary to remark, that the 
admission, by our government, of the altumgha tenure as 
being hereditary^ by no means implies a right to trcmsfer 
by sale or otherwise. The altumgha, therefore, may be 
considered in the light of an entail upon the grantee and 
his heirs for ever. In default of heirs, the lands themselves, 
if there be no malik, and at all events the public revenue of 
the lands, will revert to the crown. We must conclude, 
consequently, from these premises, that every estate held 
by an altumgha, &c. title, that has ever been transferred by 
any deed of transfer whatsoever ^^i&j at this moment, both 
by the law and the usage of the country, liable to the reve- 
nue of the crown, the khurauj. 

G Mr. 
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Mt« Shore himself, indeed, who states the altiungfaa 
title to be transferable in practice^ tells the government 
distinctly, in his letter to the Committee of Revenue, 29th 
January 1784, ^' that the altumgha is a' grant to the ori- 
*^ ginal grantee and his heirs in perpetuity, but devolving 
" to government in dkfaultqf heirs.** 

It is necessary to take farther notice of the due here 
termed maUkana^ so confidently pronounced, iii these 
extracts, the proprietor's right This is supposed to be a 
due belonging, to the real proprietors of the soil, to which 
they were entitled though their lands should have been 
subjected to the right of an altumghadar, jageerdar, &c» 
by the crown. Mcdihana^ however, is a mere innovation, 
neither authorized by the law, nor was it by the practice 
of the Moghul government, till the latter days and disor- 
ganized state of the empire. It had no existence, proba* 
bly, till oppression was practised over the maliks (owners), 
by f the sovereign granting assignments, under the name of 
cUttmigha^^ jageera^ muddud maansh^ &c., to an oppressive 
extent over their lands. We hear nothing of malikana 
till then: for, during the regular government, a malik 
himself paid his khurauj to the officers of government ; the 
residue was his own. This was his. Farther than his 
hhur<xigy he neither gave nor received from government. 

There is,. indeed, a way in which a malikana might 
hi^v^^i^n; but then it would not be at all definite as 
t6 rate : nor, in many instances, might there be any at 
all. If an owner cannot cultivate his land nor will pay 
the khurauj, government, by law, may give the land to 
another persoti to cultivate for hif e, or on paying the 
khurauj. In this case, the surplus, if any^ is the right of 
the owner fnuzHkJ^ and may, agreeably to the Persian 

idiom, 
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ididm, be called malihana. But, th^i, observe that this 
is not paid from the public revenue or government share, 
but from the profit, after the khurauj is paid. There is. 
no possible, way by which malikana, be it what it may, 
can be due by government. 

The possibility of its being an allomnce made in lieu 
of the wages payable to official collectors (amilguzzars), 
tund to those.owners who paid their rents into the treasury^ 
is, strictly speaking,' not admissable ; because the officers 
of: the revenue are, by law, ordered to be paid, not from 
the landsy but out of the public treasury. Malikana has, 
therefore, its origin doubtless in the necessity of providing 
. for the oppressed owners (nialiks), whose lands were 
usurped from them by royal assignees^ as before described ; 
who, wringing from the ryots the last farthing, would 
necessarily be compelled to maintain the starving maliks, 
and to pay them something, which might be called mcdi^ 
koma^ from their own funds ; and hencte it has been thought 
to be payable irom the government share, or jumma of 
ihe lands. 

The deuoomex as it is called, of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa, is held by the Company ^^ in perpetuity, as a free 
" gift and tmigha ;" but it was not granted " rent-free :*' 
and the words, ^^ from generation to generation, and for 
** ever and ever," form a clause of it. 

So far from being considered a renJthfree grant, though 
the deed itself calls it ^^ a free gift," and no mention is nmde 
in the body of it of any payment, yet twenty-six lakhs of 
rfipees annually were stipulated to be paid to the king out 
of the revenues of those provinces, by an agreement 
expressly referring to (^nd, in fact, being a part of the 

G 2 agreement 
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agreement on which depended) the above grant; so that 
liability to the payment of the public revenue to the crown 
is not inconsistent with an altumgha tenure; whilst, on 
the contrary, the existence of such a tenure, without lia- 
bility to public revenue, is inconsistent with the law of 
the country, though in practice it was otherwise. 

The grant to the Company was not perpetual by the 
mere introduction of the word tumgha ; nor, as we have 
seen, was it, in point of fact, rent-free^ I should rather 
interpret the meaning of the word tmnghoy if it be at all 
significant, to be ^^ special royal favour. As a mark of 
^^ special or royal favour, I, the king, grant to the Com- 
" pany the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa:** 
subject, however, it must be understood, to the dues of 
the crown^ otherwise the grant would have been by law 
altogether void and null ab initio ; for, as I have repeatedly 
noticed, the sovereign has no poweMo give away the pro- 
perty of the Moslemeen without an equivalent. 

The equivalent, in this case, was the ^^ twenty-six lakhs 
" annually paid into the royal exchequer;" whicli, toge- 
ther with the maintenance of the requisite army for the 
defence of the provinces and other adva;ntages specified, 
the expense of collecting the revenues and maintenance of 
the public establishments of Islaum, was probably more 
than, for many years before, the country yielded to the 
royal treasury. 

So, also, the muddud maaush tenures. They are equally 
non-significant of perpetuity : indeed, I ought to say, are 
rather essentially liferent When granted to individuals, 
they are unquestionably so; and must cease with the life 
they are granted to maintain. 

"I ordered," 
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** I ordered," says Timour, " that the descendants of Aalee, ' 
" the Oolma, the Foozla, the Mushauekh, the Durvesh, 

" the Goshanusheen, should have tZjJU . t^ seyoor ghuln 
*^ lavt^ and i,^2o^ umzeefah^ and j^^^ mursoam given them, 

** and that the *\j£i/ookra and the t^ aqfza helpless 

'* ^^L^ misakeen should have il\x^ ^ jjt* muddud o 
** maaush assigned them.'** 



" And that, for the support of the shrines and «epul- 
** chres of the saints ^u-^U^ lands should be appropriated 

** by iroA/* (benefice), and that ^JLi farsh carpeting, ^T 
<^ cmsh food, and ^J^^j rosJmaee light or lamps, should 
** be allowed."t 

The word d^lc .^*i-» seyoor ghuUaut is the plur$d of 

i^^jys^ segoorghai^ and has the same signification as mvd- 
dua maaushy viz. i^v< . iXft^ JJl« ,^\j ^ ,^U^ ^^ that 
*' which they appropriate as muddud maaush."^: 

All the above appropriations of Timour are in strict and 
literal conformity to the Moohummudan law. How, then, 
the grant by muddud maaush, the origin and nature of 
which are here so clearly seen, should have been imposed 
upon us as a ** perpetual rent-fi"ee transferable tenure," 
is difficult to be accounted for, unless we ascribe it to the 
extreme state of anarchy into "which the country had fallen 
immediately preceding our accession to the Dewany ; the 
enormously valuable "gift" which that conferred, pro- 

G 8 duciiig 

* Intt. p. 357. t Ibid. | Madar-ool Afazil, Dictionary. 
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ducing on our government a proportionate disregard of 
minor objects; and^ probably, what was then politic, a 
wish prevailed to leave things as much as possible as they 
were found, rather than by strict scrutiny into tenures, 
to give alarm, and to elicit the ill-will of the people* 

Aeemah tenures differ in no essential way from mud- 
dud maaush; though, in some provinces, as in Bengal, 
a small rent is paid, as before noticed. 

Jageers^ The tenure by jai^eer is recognized by our 
government as resumable. It is resumable when the 
grantee ceases to exist : and so may the altumgha grant, 
though " from father to son in lineal succession," be 
stricdy said to be resumable, when the series of grantees 
is at an end. By. the 'law of India, the tenure by jageer 
would be legal, to the extent of a decent maintenance to 
the holder, his wife and children under age. Beyond that, 
it is not in the power of the crown to alienate the public 
revenue ; and the grantee must be of the class of persons 
to whom the law allows public maintenance. 

The prevalence of jageers seems to have had its origin 
in the mode practised by the Mo^hul g overnment, fol- 
lowing Timour, as above noticed, of T>a ying its servants . 
Men of importance in the state, or who had performed 

services (or favourites, doubtiess also) received tities : but 

-- "^ 

ja£^eers were appropriated peculiarly to military chiefe, 
called mimsfubdafSy who ranked by their commissions for 
the command of so i gany hoig e. For each horse and 
horseman the munsubdar was allowed, if on full pay, 
•eight thousand dams, or two hundred rupees yearly. For 
this the munsqbdar, for instance, got an order on the 
province where he commanded, for the subsistence of his 

^ troops. 
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troops. This order is vulgarly called a tumai or twnha ; but 
the word is hSJssXS tunhhaWj that is, ^^ as much as is neces- 

** sary for the body," from J tiMy a body, and ^^rs^U^ 
khuwausturij to want 'or require; so that, in fact, its 
meaning is nearly synonymous with that of mvddud mcumsh^ 

a subsistence. 

. . . ^ \ ... 

By the oflScers of government this order, or tunkhaw, 
was made more specific^ and a particular pergunnah, 
perhaps, or village, or' number of villages, were assessed 
with this tunkhaw; or the pergunnah, or village itself, 
given over in lieu of tlie stipend. The brown became 
weak, the assignee powerful; and thus a simple assign- 
ment on the revenue for subsistence has grown into an 
hereditary tenure. \ 

These four are all the tenures existing in India, whicti 
were supposed by the English government to flow from 
the crown. The inferior tenures, as nuzzure dur^ahj 
kharigejuvmuiy maafee^ sirshikun^ kht/raat^ nankar^ ehaam^ 
peerawn, Juheeran^ churaughee, are all either Arabic or 
Persian words, doubtless introduced by the Moohuihmu- 
dans, and were grants, by Moslem ziimeendars, or ta^ 
lookdars^ or choudries, &c. ; but as none of these classes 
of persons could have, by law, any personal right in per- 
petuity to rent-free lands, they could, consequently, con- 
vey no such right to another ; and therefore, in a question 
referring to the public revenue, such minor grants must 
be discarded entirely. 

• * * ■ ' 

Still less can we attend to the residue of this long list, 
which is composed of grants of a similar nature, made by 
Hindoos for the maintenance of their religious and chari- 

G 4 table 
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table establishments* It is quite impossible that any of 
those could ev^r have flowed from a Moc^ummudan crown; 
and, as private grants, ithey could not have affected the 
public revenue. Bumnuitur^ bogwutr^ bhataiur^ bishnatTt 
dewutTf are grants of this kind : and with respect to the 
fiegjote^ also khomar lands, the former the zumeendar 
relieved from the revenue, by putting the whole sum of 
his assessment on the rest of his lands, and cultivating 
this spot under his own superintendence, as the word sig- 

nifies ; the latter, .U^ Khomar in Hindee, in Persian ^j<^ 
khurmkn, probably originated from the name of a spot 
near the village, or in the most eligible place, where the 
corn and other grain was brought to be threshed and 
winnowed. This spot was excluded from the revenue by 
the zumeendars, and probably a considerable appendage 
adjacent. They are here noticed merely to shew that 
they are not overlooked. 

The intelligent Ghoolam Hosseyn Khan, above quoted, 
was asked, " Can a zumeendar give, sell, or alienate from 
" the public assessment, any part of his land?" Anstver. 
** If he be the reeU proprietor he may transfer his zumeen- 
" darry: but since he is liable far the public reventte^ if a 
" deficiency in the revenues should be the consequence of 
" sucH alienation, the zmneendar must be responsible." 
He ought to have added ; and so is the land transferred 
responsible, and cannot be relieved from that responsibility, 
into whose hands soever it may be transferred. 

< 

The loss of revenue which government has thus suffered 
by sustaining such titles as the above is beyond all belief 
enormous. The Moghul government, our predecessors, 
were not exposed to this ; for, besides that they exacted 

from 
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from the persons who might hold rent-free lands services 
as an equivalent, such as keeping up a force to preserve 
the peace of the country^ and to aid the king when occar- 
sion required, police establishments, &c. &c., when advis- 
able, the crown, knowing its rights stood on no ceremony 
in resuming such grants. 

In the reign of Akbar, the revenue of the province of Ben- 
gal, including however Orissa, as far as Rajahmundry, was 
1,49,61,482 rupees ; and the zumeendars (if they possessed 
rent-free lands, which doubtless they did) were bound to 
furnish, in addition to t)ieir assessment, 23,330 cavalry, 
81)1,158 infantry, 170 elephants, 4,260 cannon, and 4,400 
boats. The revenue of Behar was 55,47,985 rupees, and it 
furnished 11,415 cavalry, 449,350 infantry, and 100 boats* 

Mr. Grant, in his Analysis, says, " it is not to be under- 
*' stood by this, that the zumeendars were bound to fur- 
** nish that number of troops, &c. in addition to the 
" revenue; but only that the province was capable of 
"* furnishing them in case they were required." But in 
this I do not agree with Mr. Grant. The meaning is, 
that when caUed upon, the province was bound to furnish 
that quota, the capability being of course implied. The 
small zillah of Tiprah is stated in the Ayeen AAburee to be 
subject to a chief whose military force is 1,000 elephants 
and 100,000 infantry ; and Coach (Coach Behar) by a 
chief who commands 1,000 horse and 100,000 foot. The 
quotation is stated thus " also " to furnish 23,330 cavalry, 
&c., besides, are we to suppose that the whole province of 
Behar could only furnish 100 boats, its stated quota ? 

The British government has not only relieved the 
people from such, burdens as these, but has continued the 

old, 
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were reluly to be given away, on application, to any on^ 
who would undertake to cultivate them. If he did culti- 
vate, well ; if not, within a reasonable time, which was 
limited to three years, the land was taken from him, and 
might be given to another. By law, therefore, it is evident 
that no right can exist in any individual, or body of in- 
dividuals, to any other description of land than that 
which is cultivated. • 

Timour says, " I ordained that the khurauj should be 
** levied agreeably to the produce of the cultivation, that 
" the jumma should be fixed on the produce of the land."* 
The revenue per beegah, by Akbar^s settlement, is calculated 
at one and a hdlf to two rupees. Had the uncultivated 
land been included, the amount of land-tax would have 
far exceeded the value of the whole produce of that which 
was cultivated. The produce of a beegah of ordinary 
land is stated in the AMmree at 4 maunds 12 seers wheat- 
value, 12 dams 12 40ths of a rupee per maund; or, per bee- 
gah one rupee five annas. A second crop might yield nearly 
as much ; both about two rupees ten annas per beegah. 
If half the produce, or one rupee five annas, be given for 
the expense of cultivation, we shall have nothing to spare 
for uncultivated land. 

We see, therefore, that the practice of India corres- 
ponded with the written law in this ; for in the reign of 
Akbar it was the cultivated land only that was measured ; 
it was the cultivated land whose value was ascertained, a^d 
it was the cultivated land that afforded the datum for 
making his decennial settlement: and it was from the 
records established on that basis that the revenues of these 

provinces 

• Institute-!, p. S63. 
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provinces were limited for ever, by what is called the 
permanent settlement. Consequently, by the law of India, 
all the uncultivated land (which is, according to Mr, Cole- 
brooke, " one-half, and about half of which is capable of 
" cultivation, the other half irreclaimable, or in rivers 
** and lakes ")* of the whole of the three provinces still re- 
mains the property of government; for without an escpress 
equivalent and specificaticn of revenue^ there existed no 
power legally capable of giving them away, by any lawful 
deed of conveyance or any legal mode whatsoever. 

Nor, in equity, can 'these lands be deemed to have 
been given away, because no equitable value was put 
upon them by either party to the permanent settlement. 
It was the productive land, the rent-pajring land, that 
was the subject matter of settlement between the parties ; 
and that rent-paying land consisted of " villages ;" for all 
the land of the country resolves itself into the land of 
such or such a village. There are larger and smaller divi- 
sions ; but this is the most definite and best known, and« 
therefore, I follow the native registers in adopting it. 

The quantity of land belonging to every village is stated 
in beegahs: the boundaries perhaps specified, but pro- 
bably not well defined. One of the contracting parties, 
at least, (the zumeendar), was therefore bargaining for a 
specific quantity of land. This quantity of land was the 
land in cultivation, and must have been so. The zumeen- 
dar had no capital to enable him to oflfer a rent to govern- 
ment for land that was not immediately productive ; nor 
could government have believed that he had, without enter- 
taining the most extravagant fancy. I say, therefore, that 

not 

* Remarks on Bengal. 
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not only the law, but even the equity of the case, is against 
the alienation of the unculjdvated land* 

But the discussions which took place on the occasion of 
the permanent settlement, do not lead us to suppose that 
government intended to give away the uncultivated lands* 
Mr. Shore, in his minute of 8th December 1789, speaking 
of waste land, says, ^^the limits of the villages are left 
<^ undetermined by any marked bounderies. The quantity 
" of land in each, th&u^k stated in beegaha^ is confessedly 
<^ unascertained (by us, for otherwise this is a gratuitous 
" confession) ; the proprietors may therefore extend their 
" possessions and encroach upon the present waste lands. 
" The boundaries of villages ought to be, and may be 
^< ascertained; and I think the government ought to know 
" what it gives, and the proprietor what he receives. Mr. 
<^ Law says that the boundaries of cultivated villages are 
^\ well ascertained : if so let them be marked and recorded* 
^^ If the plan (the permanent settlement) should be attend- 
*^ ed with the improvement expected, the limits of estates 
" will then become very important; and, some time or 
" other, there will be a necessity for defining them." 

From this it is evident, that Mr. Shpre, the only mem- 
ber of the government of that df^ who displays an accurate 
knowledge of the subject discussed, did not intend to con- 
vey . to the proprietor of the village more than t}ie land 
ascertained to belong to that village ; which ascertainment 
was " by beegahs " (whether measured or by computation 
.matters nothing), to which the jumma, or money-rent, had 
reference. 

Lord Cornwallis, ihdeed, in his minute, February 3d 
1790, gives us reason to think that his lordship designed 

to 
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to be more liberal than his colleague; for he says, 
^.^ the rents of an estate can only be raised (to the profit of 
** its proprietor), by inducing the ryots to cultivate the 
^^ more vcUuabk articles qfproduccj and to clear the extensive 
*^ tracts of waste land^ which are to be found in almost 
** every zumeendarry in Bengal." But his lordship, in 
■the preceding paragraph, has just told us, in answer to 
«n argument of Mr. Shore, "neither is prohibiting the 
^* landholder to impose new abucAs^ or taxes, on the lands 
^^ in Cultivation^ tantamount to saying to him he shall not 
" raise the rents of his estate.'' But his lordship has not 
told us, if a landholder may not raise the rents of his lands 
in cultivation, what profit he is to derive fi-om lands paying 
money rent (or a specific quantity of gram named), by " in- 
" ducing ryots to cultivate the more valuable articles of pro^ 
" duce. '* And did his lordship intend giving away, for 
nothing, the whole of the ^^ extensive tracts of waste land 
** in Bengal ?" This is not understood by the government, 
nor by any one ; and, therefore, we may fairly mark thi& 
as a most inconsistent paragraph of his lordship's, con- 
veying no meaning whatsoever. 

The act, under the authority of which the permanent 
settlement was made, gave no power to grant waste land. 
It is the 24th George III., chap. 25, sect 39. By this 
section, the Court of Directors were required to give 
orders for settling and establishing, " upon principles of 
'" moderation and justice, ajccording to the laws and consU-r 
'* tution of India, the permanent rules by which the tri- 
" bute, rents, and services of the rajahs, zumeendars^ 
" polygars, talookdars, and other native landholders, 
" should be in future rendered and paid to the United 
" Company." 

Here 
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Here there is no authority to give away waste land, or 
uncultivated land^ or indeed land at all; nothing in the 
most remote sense authorizing the giving any pemumeni 
right to land of any kind. It is ^^ to fix permanent rules 
*^ for the payment of rents^ tributes, and services due 
'^ from native landholders/' such as rajahs, zumeendars, 
polygars, talookdars, to the Company ; affording a pre- 
sumption, indeed, in direct opposition to the idea of pro- 
perty in the soil eipsting in any of the classes of persons 
mentioned* And these ^^ rules for paying rents" were 
ordered to be fixed ^^ according to the law and constitution 
" of India;'' which debar^ even the Emperor himself, 
from giving away one inch of waste, or any other land, 
without an equivalent. 
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CHAP. III. 

On TaxaHon and Revenue under tx Mookun^mudan 

Government. 

I NOW come to the sources of revenue available, and 
taxes leviable by law, under a Moohummudan govern- 
ment : in treating of which, I shall endeavour, also, to 
state what imposts, deJbctOj existed under the Moohum- 
mudan government of India. It must, however, be pre- 
viously remarked, that as the Moohummudan law was 
framed for a people, nine-tenths of whom were Moohum- 
mudans, when it came to be applied to a people, as in 
India, of whom nine-^tenths w^re not Moslems, it could 
scarcely be hoped that a very literal adherence to it wa« 
practicable, or will now be found. The general principles 
of the law, however, were no doubt observed; and to 
^ew this must suffice. 

By the Moohummudan revenue laws a distinction is 
made between the Moslem and the Zimmee, or non-Mos- 
lem subject^ to which it is necessary to attend. This distinc- 
tion is great with respect to the land revenue ; but it is 
applicable, only, to the land of Arabia proper^ and to 
conquered provinces, when the lands are divided among 
the conquerors. There the Moslem pays the ooskr^ or 
tithe of his crop ; the Zimmee^ the heavier impost of khu- 
rauj, which by law may amount to, but cannot exceed,^ 
half the pi*oduce, ». e. five tithes. But, on the other hand,' 
liie Moslem is liable to several annual and occasional: 

If taxes, 
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taxes, from which the Ziinmee is exempt, amounting to 
about two or three per cent of his property (not of the 
produce merely), under the name of sudukaA and zukaut, 
or pious benevolences. I use this word because the Eng- 
lish reader will recognize it« 

But as India wtis conquered by force of arms, asxd the 
inhabitants were suffered to remlun in it, and their lands 
were restored to them on paying the capitation tax and 
the khurauj, or land revenue, by law the whole laod of 
India is khuraujee land, the Hindoo and other inhabitants^ 
unbelievers, are Zimmees, and the land is liable to the 
khurauj, whether it be in possession of a Moslem or of 
a Zimmee. This is the law of Moohummudan conquest; 
and the fact corresponds with the law. By law the oashr 
and hhurauf cannot both be exacted from the same land; 
consequently, in India^ the land revenue payable by a 
Moslem and a Zimmee, by law, would be the same^ and 
so de facto it was. 



The public revenue, by the Moohummudan law, is 
drawn from the following sources. The oo$hry or tithes, 
from the produce of the soil ; the hhurauj^ from the pro- 
duce of the soil, or from the land, if fixed on the latter; 
tnlMiey of tributary states; the ctM^Som^; the zi/haxit (or 
tax) on pasture^ cattle, camels, oxen, goats, sheep, and 
horses; zuluxuJty on gold and silver coin, bullion, plate, 
jewels, on merchandize and goods; offerings at the eedis or 
festivals, expicUory sirirofferinga^ and things offered by 
vows : all exactions from Moslems only. The capUation 
tax on non-Moslems; the./f^ of prize or plunder, of the 
produce of mines, of treasure-strove, of wrecks ; escheats. 
The sovereign has the power also of raising a tc^or tor from 
the people in case of war ; but this is repugnant to the. 

spirit 
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dpirit of the constitution, and therefore held in reproba- 
tion, unless in case of necessity. 

Timcmr had, attached to his dewaun or exchequer, seven 
itmzeera^ or ministers, for the above purpose, as before 
noticed.* 

• The first of these Moohummudan imposts, viz. tithes. 

These are termed ^l^ ooshvy which signifies a tenth-part, 
or ten per cent on the produce of tithe land. This 
only Moslems paid. The ooshr^ or tithe of produce, was 
never levied in India, as already stated, because the coun- 
try having been subdued by force of arms, and the in- 
habitants sufiered to riemain in it as free men, their right 
to the soil was, on their agreeing to pay the legal imposts, 
established; and the lands became hhuraujee^ and not 
ooshree lands. 

This Moohummudan impost is taken from the Jews, by 

whom it was called ntt^JO numsher j:^m^\ that is^Lc ooshry 

. or aasher with the addition of m : in fact, another inflexion 
of the i^ame word. "When the Hebrews were contemplat- 
ii^ the possession of Canaan, Moses ordained that they, 
when they got possession thereof, should, besides the 
revenues of forty-eight of the most flourishing cities, &c., 
grant to the priests and Levites a tenth-part of the annual 
produce of Ae earth ; n)rvb pKH na^j^D !?D) " and all the 
" tithe of the land (whether o£the seed of the land or of 
" the fruit of the tree) is the Lord's."f 

Secondly, the^\^9 kJmrtmj. The revenue originally fixed 

on 

* Inst. SOS. f Levit. xxvii., 30. 
H 2 
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on the land of conquered provinces, not inhabited by die 
conquerors, was called khurauj^ It is said, ialaw, to be fixed 
^< on the neck of the land/' Meaning, that the land itself 
is liable for the land-tax, independent of the owner; which 
liability cannot be affected by any transfer, or other mode 
of conveyance. For example, the principle of the law is, 
that the lands of a Modem shall only pay titfie ; those of a 
non-Moslem subject, khtaratg. But though a Moslem 
purchase the khuraujee land of the Zimmee' (non-Mos- 
lem), it continues, nevertheless, to pay khurauj ; because 
the law holds the soil liable : the right of government 
to the kurauj, or, as the law has it, ^^ the right of the 
" troops (and other public officers to whose use the khu- 
*' rauj is by law appropriated) must not be defeated." 

The khurauj was fixed in two ways : one, on the prin- 
ciple of a share in the produce, as a half (the highest), or 
a third, or a fifth; the last considered as the lowest 
extreme. This settlement was termed mookoMswnahi from 

kismuty division, i. e. the cultivator dividing the 

produce with the state. The principle of this settlement, 
therefore, is similar to tithing : the rate only is higher ; 
and in this settlement, if there was no cultivation there 
was no collection. 

The other mode of fixing the khurauj (which was the 
radical mode, so that if the wofd khurauj simply is used, 
it is held to mean this mo^e of settlement) had reference 
to the quantity of cultivated land possessed, and the kind 
of crop produced. The rate of khurauj was fixed for the 
different kinds of crop the land was capable of producing. 
The land was measured, and esLchjureeb (or, as it is called 
in India, beegah) of sixty squares of nearly yards, if it pro- 
duced 
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diiced wheat, paid a measure of wheat and a dirhum in 
money. Other dry crop paid also in kind and in money per 
jiireeb ; but all green and perishable crops paid in money 
only. This mode of sett^ement was called mookatUuaah^ 

from .JaJ kutaa to cut or settle, definitely. Thus certain 

lands produce a certain crop. The quantity of the land is 
known by measurement ; the rate is fixed; consequently 
the quantum of revenue is fixed. By the former, or moo- 
kausumah settlement, the quantum of revenue was not 
fixed, but depended on the harvest and on the cultiva- 
tion. 

The khurauj was leviable, under the mookautuaah set- 
tlement, whether the owner cultivated or not ; provided 
he was not prevented fi-om doing so by some inevitable 
calamity, as inundation, blast, blight: or if he was de- 
prived of his field hyforcey he was not liable. A corn- 
field paid the khurauj of corn, a kufeez of wheat and a 
dirhum ; a vineyard the khurauj of a vineyard, viz. ten 
dirhums per jureeb. 

The word jureeb 4.,^ j>. Heb* 3nj Jttreeb^vss, mensura, 

a vessel, a measure, Buxtorf. But its use among tlie Hebrews 
seems restricted to a measure of capacity, not of quantity 
or long measure, as understood by the Arabians. 

A jureeb of wheat:« land, I have stated, paid a kufeez (or 
a measure of about nineteen pqunds) of wheat, and a dir- 
hum, in money ; which is six annas and four elevenths, or 
about ninepence halfpenny sterling : calculating the rupee 
at two shillings, the intrinsic value of the silver being 
about two shillings only. The word jJi kufeez is also 
Hebrew «?»Dp \jjj Att/^;e:a, mensura, modius trium logorum, 

H 3 Buxtotf. 
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Buxtorf. A log contained tlie fourth of a kab, a. kab the 
One hundred and eightieth part of an amer, an cmer eight 
bushels. The value of nineteen pounds of wheat might 
be about two or two and a half dirhums more. In> the 
Ayeen Akbureey however, it is stated, at three dtrhums; so 
if we take that value for the wheat, the land revenue of 
assessment of a jureeb of dry crop is three shillings and- 
a penny sterling, or one rvipee nin^ annas per beegah. 

It appears that before the time of Shere Khan the 
mookausumah settlement prevailed in Hindoostan* The 
Ayeen Ahburee says, " Sher Khan and Selim Khan, who 
" abolished the custom of dividing the crop and made a 
" measurement of the cultivated lands, used this guz" 
of thirty-two fingers. And Akbar seems to have, restored^ 
the mookausumah settlement, with conversion into nioney, 
of the government share, in some of the provinces.. Of 
the fifteen soubahs which composed his empire, ten were 
measured. The remainingy?w soubahs were not measured; 
but the revenue was settled by mismkf or computation,^ 
and valuation of the crop before harvest, and was paid in 
money. This was the custom in Bengal. 

ft 

The soubahs not measured were Cashmeer or Cabul, 

Tatta, Berar, Khandees, and Bengal: those measured 

were Behar (part at least), Allahabad, Oude, Agra, Mai- 

wah, Guzerat, Ajmeer,. Dehli, Lahore,, and Moultan. 

The measurement of the cultivated lands thus made, and 

the ascertainmentof theaverag^produceof abeegah, were 

the data on which the assessment was formed. One-third 

of the average produce was fixed as the revenue; but in 

cases of inundation, or other unavoidable calamity, the 

impost was less for the first four years following it. On 

the above basis, taking the average of ten years, Akbar 

made 
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made a decennial mookautuaah, or permanent-rate settle- 
Bienty which is stated to have given great satisfaction to 
the people. This was done under the superintendance of 
Raja Tudar Mull and Muzuifur Khan. It is the settle- 
ment so often alluded to by writers on this question ; 
und the amount is known by the name of the ussul toomar 
JummOi established A. D. 1582. 

The Moohunmiudan law, as I have observed, allows 
die ^hurauj to be levied as high as one-half. Some law- 
yers say, as much shall be left to the husbandman as will 
maintain his family, servants, and cattle till next crop, 
and all the remainder shall go to the crown ; but one fifth 
of the produce is deemed the equitable and commendable 
pordon, being double the ooshr^ or double tithe. The 
Ayeen Akburee says, " former rulers of Hindoostan took 
** one-sixth; but then th^ imposed a variety of other 
** imports, equal to the whole quit-rent of Hindoostan, 
** which Akbar abolished : among these, the capitation 
** tax." And according to Pliny, the husbandman paid 

one fourth of the increase. 

I 

Ferishtah tells us, " that Allah the First ordered a tax 
•• of half the annual produce ; that he appointed officers 
** to superintend the collectors, who were ordered to take 
** care that the zumeendars levied no more from the poor 
" farmers than in proportion to the estimate of their 
" estates." The Moohtinuhudiin law, in cases, of inun- 
dation, or when the crop was blighted or blasted, or 
otherwise destroyed by uiiavoidahle calamity, granted a 
remission of the khurauj. It also says, that " if the hus- 
" bandman is unable to cultivate the land, government 
" shall lenA him as much as will enable him to do so, 
" taking from him a surety : the loan to be recoverable 

H 4 "by 
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by easy instalments, but to be a debt against the person 
" of the cultivator."* We accordingly seie that Akbar, 
in his instructions to his amilguzzars, ordered them ^^ to 
*^ assist the needy husbandmen with loans of money, and 
*^ to receive payment at distant and convenient periods." 
These advances are known to India at this day under the 
n ime of tuccavi ; and the custom of making them is prac- 
ti:^ed, almost univei'sally, by all land-holders. 

We may compare the rates of assessment in Ifidia, 
during the Moghul government, with those recognized by 
the Moohummudan law. In the province of Behar, for 
instance, the measured land of 138, out of 199 pergnn-. 
nahs, contained 2,444,120 beegahs. Suppose every bee- 
gah to be rated as dry crop land, the very lowest rate, at 
three shillings, it would give £366,618 sterling (rupees 
36,66,180) ; and we find the jumma of that province stated 
in the Akburee at rupees 43,16,004 (£431,600 1Q«.) ; dif- 
ference, rupees 6,49,824 (£64,982) : which if we set off 
against the superior revenue which would fall to be levied 
from that part of the lands which produced green cropf 
which paid five shillings, and vineyards as high as ten 
shillings, the estimate will bring the amount of assessment 
fixed by Akbar on the cultivated lands of Behar as near 
the rate specified by the Moohummudan law as it is neces^ 
sary, in an inquiry like this, to trace it. 

The remaining sixty-one pergunnahs of the province of 
Behar, the land of which was not measured, were rated 
at sicca rupees 12,30,940. Total revenue of the province, 
sicca rupees 55,46,944, mintis rupees 55,803 of seyoorghal^ 
or charitable funds a-nd poor's rates. It furnished also 
11^41^ cavalry and 449,350 infantry, afid 100 bo^ts.f 

Timour 

• Zey laaee. ' f Akburee. 
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Timour exacted from lands irrigated by- water fi^m 

rirers, canals, or rivulets (ea&y iriigation)^ one-third of 

the produce; convertible, at the pleasure of the lyots, 

into ready money, at the market price : and if the ryots 

were not pleased with this, the lands were to be measured 

into jureebs, and classed into first, seccmd, and third classes. 

The produce of the first class was to be estimated at duree 

kherwars or loads ; that of the second at two ; that of the 

third class at one kherwar; average two kherwarsf 

per jureeb: hal^ or one kherwar, to be taken 

as wheat, .the other half as barley. The settlement or 

assessment was to be for one-half of this : so that for 

twenty jureebs of land watered as above, ten kherwars of 

wheat and ten of barley were payable* The barley was 

reckoned half the value of wheat. Or if the ryot chose to 

pay in money he might, at the rate of five miskauls* of 

silver (value about five shillings and sixpence sterling) per 

load, for wheat, and two and a half miskauls per load for 

barley (two shillings and nine*pence value) : so that, by 

this reckoning, the khurauj of a jureeb would be. four 

shillings and two-pence sterling, or two rupees one ana, 

which would be one-half more than the rate charged by 

Akbar. But then a tax was levied by His Majesty Akbar, 

in return for the cares of royalty, of ten seers of grain 

from every beegah of cultivated land throughout the 

« kingdom."! 

This would raise the land-tax of Akbar to about five 
shillings and sixpence per jureeb. Nor must we forget 
that Timour levied only a third, or a fourth, from lands 
which depended on rain for their fertility, which would pro- 
bably diminish the general rate below those fixed by Akbar. 

Since 

* A miskatU is equal to 7 dirhums ; a dirhum is equal to 6^^ anas : so 7 
dirhyms are equal to 44^ anas, or 2 rupees 12^ anas. 

f Aycen Akburee, vol, i. p. 287. 



(( 

«< 



• TAXATION AND RKTKNUX^ 

ftnoe Akbar's time another impost was» by royal autbo- 
rity^' &ced; first upon the southern provinces of the 
Dukhun) and afterwards it became general over that part 
of India^ to be paid to the Mahrattas, by a treaty of 
peace loadewith them, in Bahadoorehah*s reign, in the 
yeiur of our Lord 1701. This was called the dunnuKke^ 
or tenth han<Ukl : that is ^^ the tenth of that part of the 
** erap allowed the farmer/'* This wto a tenth of two- 
thirds of the produce, for that was the general dhare of 
the fiumer (or about 6. 6 dec per cent). 

Besides this, a fourth of the government share of tfa€f 
revenue was afterwards accorded to those marauders^ 
apparently, at first, gratuitously and without authorily) 
by Daood Khan Peniy who wa6 left loeuMtmmt for Zool* 
Ibkar Khan, Soobadar of the Dukhun. Hiis was called 
the cAottt, or fourth ; and has been erroneously supposed, 
fay many, to be a fourth of the produce. It was not con^ 
finned to them till the reign of Ferakhsere, who ratified^ 
it by an imperial firman, about the year of our Lord 171S. 
The choia of one shilling and three-'pence of the produce^ 
or about S. 3 dec. per cent, making together with die 
dusmukhee fifteen per cent., or about one-seventh of the 
whole produce of the Soubah of the Dukhun and southern 
provinces, viz, Poonah, &e. was the acknowledged revenue 
of the Mahrattas on those provinces. 

The third source of Moohummudan revenue was tribute 
of tributary tribes or states. This has no limit, but is 
settled by convention, and is arbitrary. The Bwme 
Toghlibi a tribe in Arabia, paid double ooahr^ that isy 
one-fifth, as tribute. 

The 

* Sceur McK»t*i vol. ni« p. 221. 



MOOHUMMJUDAN GOYSRKl«ENT« 

The fourth, the cmat9m$. This is Ioiqwii in law by the 
term ooshr'4X)t tigaurut^ or tithe on merchaadi^e^ when in- 
transit. A modus, or taxable amount, viz* two hundred- 
dirhums, was fixed, belowthevalueofwhich.no tax waa 
levied. It was to a Moslem about two and a half per 
cent* ; to a Zimmee, five per cent. ; and to a Hurbee, or 
sd^ect of a foreign state, ten per cent., or whatever AU 
government charged on the property of Moslems, when 
that was ascertained. If they cha|*ged no duties on Moa^. 
lem merchandize in ^ir country, then their sub^tsh 
were exempt in the Moohummudan dominions.. The 
Moslem and the Zimmee paid only once in one year^ but 
the foreigiv merchant was charged as oftai as he passed 
mto the Moohummudan dominions. 

Hie sovereign, by the Moohimunudan law^ haa.the 
sole charge of the customs. They are leviedf .as is stated^ 
^ for the protection of the roads from robbers and 
^ thieves ;*' and it is remarkable that it is the same by 
the old Englidi law, and that the same reason is assigned' 
by the English lawyers for levying customs, ^^ that they 
^ are vested in the king, and that ford^ merchants, ace 
^ to be chaigeable with double customs."* 

In India, therefore, five per cent, would be leviable fix>m 
the merchandise of Hindoos, and other non-Moslem sub- 
jects, in transit, and two aiiid a half on that of a Moslem* 
Timour had his ccdlectors of customs and his minister :to 
receive this revenue : ^^ the duties on the merchandise of 
^ comers and goers, also the taxes on cattle (as below) and 
** on pasture lands.'*f 

It 

* Blackstoue, b. i, 68. f Iiutitutt's^ page 303. • 
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It is Stated of Akbar, ** that he remitted duties on ex* 
" ports and imports by sea that would equal the revenue 
^^ of a kingdom, and now nothing is exacted but a trifle 
** of two and a half per cent."* 

The fifth source of Moslem revenue is zukatd on cattle^ 
or cattle tax : ^at is, on camels, oxen, sheep, and goats. 
The original signification of zukaut is purity ; to purifyj 
Heb : n3t zukah^ "pure, clean," I3n1 "wash you, make you 
clean," Isaiah \.^ 16. iDt l^ htzuhooy " they are not pure, " 
Jcb XV. 15. The word "zttAatt^" has evidently been in- 
troduced into finance with the view of creating a belief^ 
that by giving a part " to the Lord^" the residue, including 
the donor of course, becomes thereby more pure, and of 
a higher value. The giver derives spiritual exaltation from 
the act ; and who is there that would hesitate to purchase 
so important a benefit on so easy terms ? 

It is, however, only "for ftroocf cattle, which pasture out 
*' of doors for the greater part of the year," that this pious 
impost is payable. I call it an impost, because it is com-* 
pulsatory. In case of non-payment, the magistrate has 
the powei' of compelling the individual to pay it, on pain 
of imprisonment. The way in which this power is ex- 
pressed is curious. The lawyers say the judge shaU not 
Jbrce the person to pay his zukaut ^ but he may imprison 
him till he do pay it. Moslems, only, are admitted to the 
privilege of paying zukaut. Unbelievers are not so easily 
purified ; and they were not suffered to attempt it in this 
way. ** Do not you see," say the grave doctors, " that even 
" hell-fire itself is incapable of making the unbeliever 
** pure : how then can they be purified by means so in- 

" adequate 

* Aypcn Akburee, vol. i. 296^ . 
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** adequate ?'' A very concltisive argument, and one, at all 
events, not likely to be impugned. 

Labouring cattle, and cattle fed at home, were exempted; 
and of pasture cattle a rateable number was fixed, under 
which no zukaut was payable*. The zukaut on camels was 
thus fixed. On five (th^ lowest taxable number of camels) 
one goat was payable ; for one hundred camels, two three- 
year-old camels were paid : about two per cent, supposing a 
three-year-old to be of the average value. Young and old 
are reckoned together, of all taxable animals. 

On Atne, thirty is the lowest taxable number ; and for 
that number a yearling calf was paid. For forty, one two- 
year-old. Sixty paid two yearlings. One hundred paid 
two yearlings and one two-year-old; which may be about 
the same value. 

On sheep and goats forty is the lowest taxable number 
of these, and paid one ; but for one hundred and twenty 
no more than one was chargeable. From one hundred 
and twenty-one to two hundred, two were payable ; and 
one per cent, for every one hundred above that number; so 
that one per cent, may be stated as the zukaut on sheep. 

On harseSy meaning a brood stud. Horses paid nothing 
if by themselves, nor mares if by^themelves, but only 
when they were kept together. ITie tax on hOrses was 
levied either ad valorem^ P^yi'^g ^wo and half per cent; 
or, if the owner chose, he might pay by number, at the 
rate of ten dirhums (ten shillings) a head. It was disputed, 
however, by the lawyers, whether even brood horses were 
taxable, or whether the law applied only to horses for sale. 
Mules and asses are also chargeable, but only when they 
a^e merchandise. 

Timour 
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.Timour and Akbar levied a tax on cattle, without re* 
ference to the creed of the owner, w][ietiier Moslem or 
Hindoo. **If," says the Akburee, "khuraujee land is kept 
** for pasture, let there be taken yearly fJrom kme each 
^ three dams, and from buffaloes six dai^s. Calves shall 
^' not pay; and for every plough Uk owner shall be allow- 
^^ ed four oxen, two cows, and <me buifaloe, that shall not 
" be taxed,"* 

By the Moohummudan law all labouring cattle are 
exempt. 

6th Zukatd on gold and silver. The lowest taxable sum 
was twenty miskauls of the former and two hundred dir- 
hums of the latter (both the same value), and paid two 
and half per cent ; and the same per centage was levied 
on bullion, ornaments, and plate made of these metals. 

6th. Zukautmoorooze^ or goods when merchandise, and 
not in transit. These pay advaloremy yearly, at the same 
rate as gold or silver. The stock of an artist or trades- 
man even is liable to this impost. If a dyer, for example, 
purchase a stock of dye, should its value amount to two 
hundred dirhums and he keep up this stock for a year, he 
is liable to zukaut Every thing that yield«<9 a profit or in- 
crease is liable to this tax, which may be called a species 
of excise. The hire of the dyer is the^ profit or increase 
which the law here contemplates. Every thing for sale, 
or which *iyields a profit to the owner, or which by his 
*' labour or art enables him to reap a profit, is included 
" in the word 6^oo2», with the exception of silver, gold, 
^^ coin of these, cattle, land, and its fruits," all of which, 

an 

• Aveen Akburee. 
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a& abov^ are liable separately. This tax is two and half 
per cent.: and nofe, to make up a modus, or taxable 
limount, the value of goods tnay be added to money, and 
the duty levied from the whole. 

7th. Alms at the eed qffetr. This is termed JaJH Qxa 
iuduktUhod fetr. Every Moslem, male and female, sane 
and of age, who besides his house, household furniture, 
wearing apparel, his horse, his armour and arms, his 
labouring slaves, has two hundred dirhums of property, 
is liable to this tax: " it is mcumbent upon him.*' It is 
half a sauaa of wheat (about nine pounds and a half) or a 
whole sauaa of barley, or the same of dates, or of dry 
^apes, at the option of the dxmor. This eed, or festival, 
is held oh the first day of the month of shuvaal, imme- 
diately following the fast of Rumuzaun, the Moohummu- 
d^n Lent. 

*** < 

Under this head may be classed " expiatory sin offer- 
** ings** and ** things offered by vows,** as they all went 
to relieve the poor, and, consequently, to lighten the 
burden of them to the state. 

To Timour's third minister was assigned the duty of 
receiving religious donations.* 

8th The, capitation tax. This is termed ^v>- jizeeah, 
and signifies, in law, an equivalent given by the subjects 
if^lio are unbelievers for protection ; or, as some ha\"e it, 

" an equivalent for sparing their lives." The word 4ujj 
jizeeah is derived from *:». jooza^ a part or piece o^ 

* Institutes, page 303. 
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/lisa, to give, to break in pieces, ij\t^ tujzeecJi^ to be satis- 
fied withy or hold sufficient, 'h». juzau^ an equivalent, 
MorottA Heb. ?U/aoz, or njuz^ abscindere, excindere. 

All non-Moslem subjects are liable to this impost, who 
are males, adult, and able to work, whether they work or 
not. There was an exception, however, to this, in Arabia 
proper. The capitation tax was not accepted of the 
idolaters of Arabia proper; their sin of infidelity being 
aggravated by the birth of the Prophet among them. 
These had the option of the faith or the sword. The 
idolaters of all other countries might pay the jizeeah : and 

in Arabia proper even the " ketaubees," c-^*ii!\ Jjs>\ ahl- 
ool kitaub (lit people of the book; that is, those- who had 
a divine revelation, meaning Christians and Jews); also 

^uf^ the nuffoaseeSy the Persian majee, and foreign idola- 

ters, Aisr * ^ u^p^ ^^V^ cuxbdut-ool aousanmen^il aofume. 

These are declared to be eligible, even in Arabia, to secure 
their protection by paying the capitation tax. The author 
of the Kamoos says the word ^j^ye* mufoos is an Arabic 
corruption of ^^ ^ vnaj gosh^ which signifies " small 
ear :" a name which the founder of the magi religion got 
from the remarkable smallness of his ears. The mujoosee 
are worshippers of fire. " ^ mujy —Uwiatt/, the moon," also 

'* t,5JU mugy ^ moogh^ fire, a worshipper of fire."* The 

word '^idolater" is ^J!i^^\ is^s. abdut-oolausaun^ftom i^ 
vusun an idol. The author of the Soorauh says "J. visun^ 
*f also ^\j venmm, signifying firm, perpetual, water which . 
^^ perpetually flows ; also an idol." Hence perhaps the name 

of 

• FarhuDg e Jchangeeree. 
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of the Hindoo god Visunah, or Vishuna. I say " hence," sup- 
posing the Hindoos to have borrowed; because the same root 
is found in the Hebrew with the above meaning rn» authun, 
or asun, stetit, constetit, pertinaxfuit. " Hence pnK astm, 
** (mna, an ass ; because, says the lexicographer, it goes 
*' slow and often stops. It denotes generally a notion of 
" constancy, also firmness, strength. It is also said of a 
** sea, because with force and impetus it goes to and frc>; 
^* also a torrent." Stock. ^ 

The amount of the capitation tax is, from the wealthy, 
forty-eight dirhums yearly; from the middle classes, 
twenty-four; and from the labouring classes, twelve dir- 
hums, paid by monthly instalments. The owner of ten 
thousand dirhums (or fifteen thousand, as some say) is 
held to be in the first of these (the wealthy) classes; the 
second class consists of those who have property, but are 
not altogether independent of their labour ; the third 
class requires no explanation. 

This tax must have been enormously productive in 
India. An annual tax on adult and able-bodied males, 
of from two pounds eight shillings to twelve shillings 
sterling, on a population of eighty or one hundred millions, 
allowing one-sixth to be Moohummudans, and therefore 
not chargeable, would be enormous. Take fifteen shillings 
(seven rupees) as the average amount ; and allowincr for 
females, children, &c, take one-sixth, or fourteen millions, 
as the average taxable number of the non-Moslems, the 
amount in rupees would be ninety-eight millions, or about 
ten millions of pounds sterling ; jnore than a twelfth part 
of the whole land revenue of India, even in the reign of 
Akbar, which, for his fifteen soubahs, was rated at about 
one hundred and sixteen millions sterling. 

1 But 
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Bat the capitation tax was extremely obnoxi0u$ to the 
Hindoos, and was repeatedly abolidied in India^ and 
as often revived, till the reign of Moohunimud Shah, 
who» at the intercession of Rajah Jey Sing, repealed it, for 
the last time, as befoi*e*menti(med« This was about the 
year 1745 ; twenty years only prior to the grant of the 
Dewanee of the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa 
to the Company : so that, if the tax was thai levied, there 
must be many Hindoos now living who have paid it : ail 
those of the age of ninety and upwards. 

This tax, though well known in Europe, has been con- 
sidered in India as a highly ignominious impost. The 
reason is two-fold f first, being levied <mly from non-Mos- 
lem subjects, it marked an obvious ^tinction among 
the people ; but^ secondly, the very words of the law winch 
imposed it convey the most pointed degradlition ; it 
positively enjoins, that the jiseeah shall be paid by the 
Zimmee in a humble and humiliating postui^. ^^ Th$y 

" shall pay the jizeeah with their hands ^^^\c ^Jb j wt 

'^^ hoom saugheroon, and themselves in a humble posture ;^ 
tut ^liiich words have been interpreted by some to convey a 
stfll more degrading meaning. These tell uis the receiver 
of the tax shall call them to liim, and say to them '* pay 
" tl^e jizeeah, you infidel dog," and when he has paid it^ 
as he retires, he shall be kicked out. This no laW-giver 
could ever have authorized, not even a Moslem. It is the 
interpretation of a fool and a l)igot ; but still it is of im- 
portance, as it tends to illustrate the remarkable degree 
of repugnance which the Hindoos evinced to the tax. It 
was hot the amount they objected to : indeed a Moslem, 
who paid zukaut on his property, paid much more, prO^ 
bably, than the jizeeah. Whenever the question was 

agitated. 



MOOAVMMUDAN GOT£RKMENT. 115 

.agitated, it was the total repeal of the tax which the Hin- 
iloos solicit^ It is not my intention to recommend the 
Tevival of the jizeeah ; but it cannot fail to be instJtHictive 
-to the Indian financier to know the taxes, and the nature 
-of diem, which have heretofore existed in this country. 

9thly. F^ih». This is termed ^,^^ kkooms^ signifying 
a fifth. These are the fifth of prize or plunder taken in 
war, of the produce of mines, of tk'easure trove, wrecks. 
The fifth of prize or plunder, during the conquering days 
'of the Moohummudaas, nimst have been a very productive 
source of revenue. Of every thing taken in war a fifth 
went to the exchequer, the remaining four-fifths to the 
ftroops ^ who were present at the affair." 

Akbar, in his instructions to his Fojdars, -directs them 
•^ to act with fidelity in the division of plunder; a fifth 
-** part of which he shall send to the royal exchequer.''* 
The produce of mines of gold, silver, copper, iron, lead 
(some say quicksilver), paid a fifth ; but not limestone nor 
strlphur, nor precious stones, as rubies, diamonds. Metals 
t)nly were chargeable. 

TrwMme.tfmt. This term was applied to ^^^coin Smnii 
** hidden in the earth ;" it paid a fifth. But if it was of 
Moslem coinage, it was advertised for the owner ; if of Infi- 
del coinage, the fifth was immediately paid, and the re- 
mainder went to the original owner of the land wherein 
it was found ; or if in one's own land, or in a desert, or 
in land belonging to no one, the remainder went to him 
who found it. The fifth of wrecks, also, went to the„ 
treasury. 

Treasure 

* Ayeen Akburee. 
I 2 
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Treasure trove must also have often escheated. " If 
^^ a person find hidden treasure in the lands. of another, 
^' a fifth goes to the crown and the remaining four-fifths 
" go to the owner of the land (meaning the primitive 
" owner, to whom the lands were assigned at the con- 
" quest of the country, or his heirs), rwt to a purchaser or 
" owner by any other tenure ; it shall rather escheat to 
" the crown." Timour's third minister had charge of the 
collection of these duties. 

10th. Escheats. When property was left without a 
legal heir it escheated to the crown. In India, where 
there were frequent instances of conversion to the Moo- 
hummudan faith, it is probable that escheats often occurred; 
for, by the Moohummudan law, difference of religion bars 
inheritance : that is, if either party be a Moslem. A Hin- 
doo cannot inherit of a Moslem, nor » Moslem of a Hin- 
doo, but a Hindoo may inherit of any other sect of non- 
Moslems. 

Timour's third minister was appointed to take charge 
of the property of absentees, insane persons, and of those 
who had no heirs, and of fines. In the same regulation 

the following is mentioned x^%j^ »jcj1 ^y^y^amwal-eaeeunda 

va ruvinda (lit. the property of the comers and goers), 
meaning, perhaps, the Moostaumin or foreign travellers 

with passport ; also j^^ Jb • ^^A) <J#^U-4 haitsil-e baudee vu 
huwdeCf which the translator does not translate, but which 
mean, things found without owners, known, in law, by the 

name of ^jlLaI loohtu, 

, Akbar desired his amilguzzars, or collectors of revenue, 

« to 
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'* to take proper care of the effects of absentees, aiid of 
** those who die without heirs."* 

11th JVar-tax, This tax, is not a constitutional tax, 
and the sovereign ought not to levy it, unless there be not 
sufficient funds in the treasury ; in which case, however, 
he may freely levy it The war-tax might be made, and 
no doubt was made, a fruitful source of exaction in India, 
as the occasion for such exaction could seldom be wanting. 

These are all the legitimate sources of revenue under a 
Moohummudan government, but, dejacto, under the Moo- 
hummudan government of India, there was a great 
variety of other imposts, which existed down to the reign 
of Akbar; and, as stated, were remitted by him, to the 
amount, including th^ capitation tax, of the whole quit- 
rent of Hindoostan. These were the • 

iSj^ jt^ Meer buhree, lit. admiralty dues, port duties. 
^ ^j^S Kureeaaee^ tax on convocations assembled to settle 
business; on'each person. 

^SaJ^^ Gaoshumaree^ tax on kine. 

^i^J j^ Sire dertikktee^ tax on fruit-trees. 

itS iJL^ Pesh kush^ introductory presents, as in cases 
of succession or introduction at court. 

&Lj /♦^'ij^y Furookaksam peshahj tax on artizans. 

^j\£^J\J DaroghanaK^ darogha fees. 

^XiSjj,.^^ Tekeseeldarecy tehseeldar's or subordinate 
collector's dues. 

,j;j\d^^ Fotahdaree^ fotahdar or money-trier's dues. 

Jj\ .^ 4fc>-« Wujeh kuraeahy lodging charges. 

. . .^ 

* Ayeen Akburee. 
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^^ Khweetahf bags for the money reveniie. 

^J\j^ Surrcmfeey shorffage. 

jUb J«^W. Hagik bazar, market dues. 

amMj NekauSf dues on paying up arrears of revenue. 

Besides which, a tax on the sale of cattle, and likewise 
a tax on hemp, blankets, ghee or oil, and on raw hides^ 
and on measuring land, and on weighing ; as also a tax for 
killing cattle, and on tanning; on gambling with dice; otk 
sawing timber; also on rahdaree passports; and one that 
was called pug, a kind of poll-tax, as also hearth-money. 
There was also a tax on the buyer and seller of houses; 
also on salt made from earth; one called '^bilkutty,'^ on 
the commencement of reaping, also on putty numed (feltX 
on lime for building, &C.9 on spirituous liquors,- on bro«> 
kerage, on fishermen, and on storax* 

We read in t he Instit utes of^Timour of a ^jUj^j^ w*- 
shoomaureej a poll-tax, and also ^^J^aJ^ 4/U Uncmah shoo- 
maree, house-tax; which he prohibited from being levied^* 
He also says, the impost on herbs and firnit, and the 
d^l^ jL sauerjehaiUj or dues of the towns and places, 
should be continued according to ancient custom, if the 
ryots were satisfied; otherwise they should be settled by 
jjjjC.A^te hust-o-boodj that is, by valuation or estimation, 
on the data of the u:.h«j^ htist, <^is" or ^^ present,'* and 
j*j bood^ "was'* or "former" proceeds. 

The same regulation also provides, that the dues of 
watering jj5^1, and of \js^\ common, and ^L« pasture, 
are to be levied according to ancient custom; with the 
above option, however, of valuation by hust-o-bood. 

Akbar 

* Institutes, twge 349. 
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Akbar kried a tax on mcariaggs^ according to the rank 
of the par^ts ; ^aeh parly, to the nuurriage paying the tax. 
This was, for a son t>r a daughter of a munsubdar^ of 

From 5000 to 1000 horse. ..*• 10 mohurs 

Do* 900 to 500 4 do. 

Do, 400 to 100 .,..«M.................. 2 do. 

Do. 80 to 20 .....^.. .«•*.,....* 1 dou 

People of condition •••••••• • •••• 4 rupees 

Common people * ••• <..* 1 do. 

Poor... •••••••»• K**** • • 1 dam. 

Taking the population, and the Indian proportion of 
marriages, this tax would amount to a large sum. 

The mint ta^es were also a considerable spurce of 
revenue • |o Akbar* They amounted to six and a qua^tfx 
per ceiit. for gpld) besides tihe expense of assayiqg find of 
^inage, w}|ich wa|i ^even a9d ^ half per cent morei 
paid ^y die pwn^ el* the buUiom Thus 
Materials, ingredient^ ^q. jpowrdung apd char- a*, as. ^ 

coal, clay, quick-silver, and lead. • 5 

Wprkmipfi^ wages,. vM*v-Mv..*.«.M-.^.-.--.... 2 p 

Expense ? 8 

Duty to the king * 6 4 

Total du^ pf gold coinlige, Rs. la 18 

* • i» 

The expense of coining silver cost thp owner about one 
per cei^t, imd the government duties^ were jQ.ve per cent.j 
total six per ceni;. 

The expense of coining copper was about six anas pe^ 
maund; which gave about 1,170 pice, value twenty-nine 

I 4 rupees; 
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rupees ; and the king's duties were one rupee eight anas, 
or five per cent, for one hundred rupees ; total, one four- 
teenth, or six rupees nine anas per value of one hundred 
rupees.* 

Total expense of coinage per hundred rupees r.. as. - 

value • 1 14 

King^s duty • • ••• say d 



Total copper coinage 6 14 

The coinage, at the present time, in the three. mints of 
Calcutta, Benares, and Furrukabad, is not known to me. 
For three years ending with 1818-19, it gave an average 
of about three crores ; but since that period the coinage 
has diminished. The revenue arising from this, at five 
per cent, would be fifteen lakhs annually, exclusive of 
the cost and charges of the coining, which, as above, was 
payable by the owner of the bullion. 

These are the sources of revenue which are recognized 
by the Moohummudan law, or were made available for the 
use of the state, under our predecessory Moghul govemr 
ment. If we compare them with the present single im- 
post on the land, the only source of revenue worthy of 
notice except the salt and the opium monopolies (and a 
duty was levied by our predecessors on salt also), and ad- 
vert to the very low rate of the land assessment of the 
provinces of Bengal, under permanent settlement, we 
cannot fail to see that, under the British government of 
India, the public exactions are infinitely lighter than they 
have ever been, and that those who represent them as ex- 
orbitant 

* Ayeen Akburee. 
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orbitaHt are either tliemselves misinformed, or desire to 
misinform others. 



Such are the restrictions imposed upon the present 
government of India, that even of the salt monopoly it is 
not permitted to realize the highest advantages. The pro- 
hibition of European merchants from purchasing salt at 
the Company'^ sales, has thrown the trade in salt into the 
hands of a few native monopolists, who regulate the price 
at will. Government receive about three rupees' per 
maund ; but the salt is re-sold, under their eye, at five 
rupees in Calcutta, by retail, after being adulterated with 
ten to fifteen per cent, of earth and dirt. The reasons 
which gave birth to this restriction have long ago ceased to 
exist. The restriction is obviously adverse to the interest 
of the Company, and no less so to that of the natives, who 
are now left at the mercy of a few native diealers. These 
lately availed themselves of the power which this restric- 
tive law gives them, to such an extent, that in some dis- 
tricts the price of salt rose to ten and twelve rupees per 
mauiid, so that the poorer classes were compelled to deny 
themselves the use of it altogether : a circumstance which 
distressed the government beyond measure; but they 
were, for the time at least, without the means of afford- 
ing relief. 

If it be desirable to increase the surplus revenue of 
India, that it may be done, is sufficiently evident. A li- 
mited revenue, and boundless expense of indispensable 
military and civil establishments, have hitherto compelled 
government to place those establishments on the lowest 
possible scale, both as to number and allowances. The po- 
licy of this is by no means apparent More attention to the 
improvement of the revenue would produce ten thousand 

times 
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timfis the amount of saving, to be deriv^ by retreodbong 
from the ah*eady too scanty income of faithful and zealou^ 
servants of government* The system of retrenchment, 
which necessity gave birth to, has been kept up much too 
long. The capacity of the greatest dimc^ that ever came 
into office in India is fully equal to thi^ the lowest of all 
finuicial operations ; and it is not unfrequenfly that w^ 
see such men so employ themselves. Their motive ja. not 
the good of the service — the welfare of their ooviftxy.: it is 
altogether selfish; to recommend themselves^ iis th^y hopi^ 
to doi to the local governments, or the authorities inEurope^ 
Nor can we wonder at, though we may regret, their sue- 
cessp seeing how difficult it is fi>ir the head pf ^ ^ov^xjmusnt 
to get rid of a specific proposal that h^. ecoi^o^y for itsi Q\)r 
ject, however little disposition there c^ay he to eqtfrtaia iu 

Upon what principal of good government) as applicable 
to a foreign province, such as India is of Engl^ndj^ ought 
the public servants of the state^ th^ individuals upon who^ 
energy of mind, talents, virtue, and honour, the country i^ 
preserved to England^ to be kept» in a foreign land on a 
b^e 3uhsisti8|nce ? 

The situation of the Company's servants in the militai-y 
branch of the service, at this time, is, I fear, much worse 
than is believed, even by those in power at home. I say 
so, because my opinion of their liberality is such, that I feel * 
convinced they would improve the coinlition of their anny^ 
were it fully made known to them, and they were oonr 
yin^ed of the incalculable advantages which would result 
from that improvement Numbers of their officers, ipen 
x){ family, all of education, and many of them men of 
talent, after fifteen, even twenty years service, are now 
^^tSff^ on An idle, and consequently a comfortless^lifc^ . 

Might 
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Might not many of those able, intelligenty and wofthy 
men, be usefully employed, in time of peace, in carrying 
into effect the measures of government for increasing the 
revenue, till it should become sufficient to adnut of a greal^ 
er remtmeradon to themselves and their associates ? Thna 
might all be enabled to maintain the appearance of respep* 
lability, even of affluence, so befitting an English gently* 
man, and, in the eyes of the natives of India, so becom-> 
ing an officer of the English government i whilst those 
who pref<^red the enjoyments of their native country, 
would have the prospect of returning to it within a re*- 
scalable period, if not with riches, yet with it comfottabki 
independene^ 

It is impossible to deny that Englftnd would be agcuner 
by this state of things, both immediately and ultimately : 
imme^ately, because the additional receipts of the servants 
of government would augment thd capital available in In* 
dia, the proceeds of which would be finaUy realized in Eng« 
land, and increase the general wealth of the country; and 
ultimately, because by thus raising the servants, who are in 
fact the organs of government, in the estimation of the peo^- 
pk, by enabling every individuiil branch of th^ executive tp 
be mote extensively useful, or benevolent, or charitaHe^ to 
those who are under his influence, the national character 
would be elevated^ the good-will of the people secured, 
and by consequertccj the stability of the government con- 
jK^idated. 

Those who consider the influence of our national cha- 
racter to have great weight in the system of our Indian 
government, will not look with th€ eye of indifference 
Upon what is here but briefly hinted at But it is not 
Werely the morel influence that is concerned. The phy- 
sical 
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sical powers of man are wonderfully affected by t}ie state^ 
of hLsmind, and it would be just as hopeless to expect the 
most powerful pitch of tone from an unbraced instrument, 
as energy of intellect, or vigour of body, h'om the man 
whose mind is depressed, by dragging out a life of disap- 
pointed hope in a foreign land with scarcely a chance of 
visiting his own. 

To suffer the scale of the European character to fall, 
especially of the European servants of government, we may 
rest assured, is very far jfrom being the prudent policy of Bri- 
tain in governing India. If, indeed, the influence of indivi- 
dual, and by consequence, of national character, be of any 
political importance, to preserve and maintain that influ- 
ence, the standard of character must never be suffered to 
fall back. To maintain our distance we must advance, 
without which our ascendancy cannot be preserved. To 
effect this, the respectability of the service in both 
branches must be upheld; and liberaUty.on the part of 
government can alone do this. 

Nor let it be supposed that this would be a misappro- 
priation of part of the surplus revenue of India. . On the 
contrary, if we attend to the relative situation of India with 
respect to England, to the moral condition of the natives, 
and the state of tlie arts and sciences among them, it would 
be difficult to devise any other mode of application of that 
fund to the same extent, which would be equally advanta- 
geous Jto both countries. Pecuniary means alone are want- 
ing to hundreds, I might have said thousands, of the Com- 
pany's servants, to ensure their hearty exertion in an infinite 
variety of ways, for the benefit of India. Both India and 
England would profit by the augmented expenditure of 
individuals in . India, of the productions of the respective 

countries ; 
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countries ; and what might be ultimately saved by those 
who preferred frugality, would necessarily find its way to 
England : thus realizing the two-fold advantages of increas- 
ing the consumption of our English manufactures, and 
augmenting the amount of the imported wealth of- the 
kingdom. 

It is evident that India can only benefit England in two 
ways ;^ y affording a market for our manufactures, and by 
remittances (either on account ot the government or of in- 
dividuals), by investment or otherwise. It matters not to 
England though the proportion of private remittances be 
' increased, so that the total of both public and private be 
not thereby diminished; and therefore, to enable the 
Company's servants to increase their hard-gdned earnings 
cannot be attended with any evil, even in this point of 
view. But with respect to the consumption of our ma- 
nufactures, this is not merely a matter of indifference : it 
is not merely a matter of indifference, whether those who 
•are the principal consumers are, or are not, furnished 
with the means of purchasing. The whole consumption 
depends enJtvrdy on this : the Europeans in India are, as 
yet, the principal consumers of English goods 5 excepting 
cloths and metals, they are, it may be said, the only con- 
sumers. The Europeans in India consist almost entirely 
of the Company's servants : if, therefore, you augment the 
means of these servants, you will unquestionably improve 
your English export trade. 

This improvement would be direct and immediate ; but I 

think, the benefit would not rest here. A more extensive and 

- general use of English articles by Europeans, would enable 

the importers into India to dispose of them generally on 

easier terms than the limited trade now cal*ried on permits. 

Many 
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Many artidct woiild dien be within the reach ^ the na- 
tive peculation, wlddi ihey now cannot afibrd to purohase. 
The taste for, or in other worda, the hat»t of vumg tibem, 
would extend to a limit wliidi our present esperienee does 
not authoriaBe us to imagine* 

This seems to be the most eligible way of increasing 
4he consumption of Et^lish manu&ctures, tkough it ap-^ 
pears to have been loat sight of; whilst tike advantage «f 
oolonissatioi^ in respect of furniahing tbewished^br maip- 
ket, has been much expatiated uposL But India is al- 
ready colonized : liiat icountry is fiill of a peaceable and 
obedient populaticm, Uvxng under the protectk»i of the 
Engliah government, which they acknowledge to be tbeir 
government: they are subjects of the crown of England 
in every essential point of view. They are not, it is true, 
Englishmen^ nor the deoendants of Englishmen: but if 
this be objected to in India, the Cape of Good Ht^pe, and 
other admitted colonies, pecq^led by the Dutch, Fzien<£, 
and other foreigners, are Hable to the same essceptton; 
surely their complexion will not be held to coniltitutea 
real distinction* The ^ olpny was not indeed planted by 
us ; we found it full g[K)Mpa :. but this does not alter the 
connection between liie countries. ItTemains not the less, 
for that, oar ^jlear a«d diecided duty to improve it, -Smt the 
mutu^ benefit of both countries. 

From the state of moral maturity in which our Indkm 
colony was found, we ought to have expected that the in- 
habitants vr&M. with difficulty be made to yield to any 
change, however advantageous to themselves; and what 
more than thi^i ^|iai>6 we experienced P Nay, wehali^efoimd 
them tractably beyond the expectatioaof many:; and there 
is no doubt that Ute influence of eacample wilt in good 

time 



time realize the hopes of the most sanguine. It must, 
therefore, be indisputably the policy of England, to sSord 
to her Indian subjects the &irest, as well as the fullest op- 
portunity of profiting by such example. 

We have got a population to the utmost ext^it of our 
wishes. Could we see them model their morals, their minds, 
and their manners, after the precepts of our holy religion. 
Mid the &shion of the best exaimples of our own conntry- 
meD, I em at a loss to ccmceive where wodtd be the room 
left fi» it wish for ooloBdzbtion? We see, therefor^ how 
idle it is- to ^presmbe ixdonizaticm, in the acceptation ift 
wiiich iSitit term i& applieil by those who use it most, as 
the cinly means of hnproring India. For my own part, 
I brieve it to be the worst that could be invented, and Ae 
least efficacious ; whifett, at <&e some time, it wonld be the 
i^ediest to sever the connexion between the two coun- 
tries for ever, and by consequence, as in the case of 
Axaetictif leave bo^ hnbued with mutual feelings of ani- 
mosity, so indelible, that even time itself seems incapable 
of obliterating. 
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CHAP. IV. 
ON THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF REVENUE. 

Permanent SeMemmt. 

NoTHiNGcan be more important to the interests of India, 
than a well-regulated administration of the land revenue. 
When we consider not only the great proportion of the 
population engaged directly in the affairs of husbandry, 
but that the employment of so many is limited to, and con- 
sequently their entire thoughts are engrossed with^ the 
single object of providing the bare necessaries of life, we 
shall be able, in some degree, to appreciate the vast im- 
portance U) the happiness of the people, of the regulations 
which may be adopted for the adjustment of the revenue 
of the soil. The system authorized for the management 
of the land revenue of India, be it what it may, cannot 
therefore be put in practice without producing effects of 
]the greatest magnitude, on the condition of the people 
and the prosperity of the country. 

Many have been the plans recommended, tried, and 
abandoned, for their defects. The ancient system of 
India revenue is also defective : it is a human institution, 
and may well be imperfect. Its imperfections, however, 
were seen and experienced. Those of the new plans 
required experience, and that only to shew that they must 
fail. But the anci^it system had one great and decided 
advantage : that it was known to the people, the people 
were reconciled to it, and, like all poKtical institutions, 
however bad, what was wrong in it had doubtless acquired 

practical 
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practical correctives, of easy and general application, 
which rendered it at least sufferable to the community. 

When the Emperor Akbar approved the settlement 
submitted to him by his able financial minister, Rajah 
Tudur Mull, and of which that valuable officer is by 
manjr erroneously supposed to be the author, his Ma- 
jesty well knew the source was more sacred from which 
it sprung. The law of the land was not altered by his 
Majesty's I^^ndoo minister, and his able Moohummudan 
colleague, Muzuffur Khan : but a settlement was made, 
having the law for its basis; and the detail was ably 
projected and superintended by those valuable servants. of 
the state, who neither did, nor would have dared to de- 
part, in any thing essential, from the law and the usage 
of thecountrv. 

In modem times, conquering statesmen have greater con« 
fidence. They do not hold themselves hampered by cus- 
tom, however sacred, antient, or universal ! There is not 
in the history of the world a more extraordinary instance 
of disr^ard of the usages of a people, than is to be 
found in the conduct of those who swayed the councils of 
India when the great financial innovation of 1793 swept 
away the ancient landholders of Bengal, and limited its 
territorial revenue for ever ! 

Nor did those celebrated financiers better consult the 
interests of the British government. They appear to 
have forgotten altogether the distinction between the peo- 
ple of England, to whom luxuries are become necessaries of 
life, and may be touched by the tax-gatherer, and thesubjects 
of th^r Asiatic territories, to whom even the necessaries of 

K life 
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ing to the ^^ laws of the country," is not the same thii^ 
as UmUinffJbr ever the anunmt of that tribute, and that too 
in a way discordant to all law, as really was done. 

On the 18th April 1786, agreeably to the mandate of 
the act, the Court of Directors issued their orders to the 
Bengal government; but instead of adhering to the plain 
words of the statute, they direct the preliminary inquiry 
to be ^* wha;t were the real jurisdictions, rights, and pri* 
*^ vileges of zumeendars, talookdars, and jageerdars, under 
'* the constitution and customs of the Moohummu/dan or 
Hindoo gofvemmtnL What tributes, rents, &c. they 
were bound to pay to the sovereign ; and, in like 
*^ manner, those from the talookdars to their liege lord^ 
" the zumeendar/' They, however, referred to the clause 
of the act of parliament itself^ in which their power was 
specified, " which they directed the Governor-General in 
*^ Council to consider with minute and scrupulous atten* 
'^ tion, taking especial care that all the measures adopted 
<^ in the administration ^of the revenues be consonant to 
" the sense and spirit thereofc" 

It is evident, therefore, notwithstanding the inaccurate 
mode in which their orders are expressed, tha^ the Court 
of Directors intended to conform to the tenor of the act 
of parliament, which ordained permanent rules to be 
established by which the rights of all native landholders 
*^ were to be settled and established, accordii:^ to the 
^* laws and constitution of India." But how they came 
to deviate so far fi:'om the tenor of the act, when in these 
ii«structions they express their opinion *' that the spirit <^ 
^^ the act would be best observed by fixing a permanM 
** revenue^'^ it is difficult to. comprehend. The perpetual 
limitation of the revenue on the lands is, therefore, the 

gratuitous 
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gratuitous creation of the Honourable C!ourt of 1786: 
but by what authority that honourable body referred to 
the constitution or customs of the ^^ Hindoo government," 
there is no possibility of forming any rational conjec- 
ture* 

The proclamation by the Govemor^General in Council, 
of the 22d Mak*ch 1793, of the permanent settlement, the 
ultimate edict of government declaring it, expressly sup- 
ports the *^ actual proprietary right in the soil," article 
IIL ^' The Governor-General in Council accordingly 
^ declares to the zumeendars, independent talookdars, 
'^ and other actual proprietors of land, with whom a set- 
'' tlement has been made under the regulations (18th 
^^ September and 25th November 1789, and 10th Febru- 
^^ ary 1790), that no alterati6n will be made in the assess- 
^^ ment they have agreed to pay;" and this proclamation 
has likewise reference to the amended code of regulations 
relative to the decennial settlement, approved by the 
Grovemor-G^neral in Council 23d November 1791, which 
it ordered to be translated into all the native languages, 
and published for general information. The third article 
states, ^^ that the settlement, under ceitain restrictions 
** and exceptions hereafter specified, be concluded with 
^ the actual proprietors (^ the soil, of whatsoever denomina-' 
^^ tion^ whed^er zumeendars, choodries, or talookdars." 
The restrictions and exceptions are stated to be, to exclude 
talookdars, who hold by special deeds of a superior zu- 
meendar, and ajramadars. Sec. also females, idiots, lunatics, 
and persons incapacitated on account of contumacy, or 
notorious profligacy of character.* 

It would therefore appear^ were we to attend to this 

X 4 alone, 

• Article 19, Proclamation 23d November 1791. 
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aloney that the local government intended to admit to the 
settlement only the ^^ actual proprietors of the soil/' 
excluding such possessors of land as, by their own act 
were known not to be actual proprietorsy as talookdars,^ 
holding by special deeds, or jK>lders under crown grants, 
or persons incapacitated by their sex, or by the hand of 
God, from entering into such settlement. 

Why this intention was departed from it is not easy to 
imagine. Necessity alone could warrant a proceeding so 
arbitrary; and it so happened that not only no such 
necessity existed, but that the ablest by &r, as well as the 
best informed (perhaps the only well-informed) member 
of the Bengal government at the time, strenuously op- 
posed the precipitancy with which the permanent settle- 
ment was urged to a conclusion. I need scarcely add, 
that the valuable man to whom I allude was Mr. Shore, 
the present Lord Teignmouth; whose minutes of that 
day evince a wonderful degree of industry in the attain- 
ment of information, and of talent, as well as temper, in 
bringing it to bear strongly, but meekly, on the impor- 
tant question which he and his less informed colleagues 
were called upon to discuss and decide. 

Lord Cornwallis was an amiable and a virtuous man, 
and in carrying into effect the permanent settlement, no 
doubt thought that he was conferring a great blessing 
upon India. But it was one of those diort-slghted bene- 
vqlent-like acts, which men with good hearts . sometimes 
rush upon, without seeing, in all its bearings, what they 
are about; and while they effect a partial good, theyentailan 
enormous general evil. Lord Cornwallis, and his concurring 
colleagues, at home and abroad of that day, have die pre- 
eminent satisfaction of knowing, that by their celebrated 

proclamation 
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proclamation of 1793 they deprived the whole population 
of the three finest provinces of India of their hereditary, 
and hitherto undoubted right of property in the soil, the 
land of their fathers, the only thing which the anarchy of 
their country had ever suffered them to recognize as pro- 
perty, and vested this sacred right, not in the honourable, 
the benevolent, and humane breasts of the English govern- 
ment, but they transferred the real owners of the soil, 
like a herd of the inferior creation, into the hands of what 
we call the zumeendars, a set of men proverbial throughout 
their country for their tyranny, profligacy, and incapa- 
city. This was the blessing for which India was expected 
to return thanks to those who were instrumental in 
bestowing it. 

Let us see what their own country owe the government 
of that day ? The supreme obligation of tying up her 
hands for ever, from availing herself, certainly at least of 
the best, indeed almost the only mode of increasing the 
revenue of several of the finest provinces of the finest 
portion of the world. I say the best mode, because I am 
persuaded, and I believe with reference to India it is 
admitted, that a land-tax laid on fairly, is the best of all 
modes of raising a revenue ; and I say almost the only 
mode, because HI India there are few other sources whence 
a revenue can be taken. 

In Europe, the taste for luxury which prevaUs, enables 
governments to nose a large revenue by taxes on the 
articles of luxury; the necessaries of life form another 
source of revenue. In India, the luxuries of life are not 
known, except to a few; consequently, that source of 
revenue does not exist there. Even the necessaries of life 
are of so little value that they are scarcely tangible. 

What 
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What can the most expert financier hope to levy from a 
people who live in a state of nakedness, whose habitations 
cost perhaps a rupee, and where, in many parts of the 
country, labourers, heads of families, receive no more 
than five shillings a month ? So that the soil, besides being 
the constitutional source of the revenue of the state, is 
almost the only one that can be made available* 

The land revenue was, under the Moohummudan 
government, a source, too, which never failed to increase 
with the population and prosperity of the country. Tliese 
have, under our government, imquestionably increased: 
their ^ndency is to be prc^ressive. Think then of the 
temerity of the man, or of the set of men, or of the power, 
whatever it may be, who did venture, under such circum- 
stances, to set perpetual bounds to the resources of the 
Indian government, by limiting for ever the land revenue 
of the country* 

Many exceptions, in point of policy, have be^a taken 
to the permanent settlement, as carried into effect; but 
none, so &r as I know, to its legality. Yet it may fairly 
be questioned, whether those who concluded the perma- 
nent settlement had any power so to do. So fiir as my 
judgement goea^ nothing short of an express mandate in 
the act of the British legislature could have conferred that 
power. If this opinion be just, then the local govem- 
m^it of Bengal, who are commanded by the charter, 
from which they derive their own authority, and acts of 
the Britidi parliament, to ^^ protect his majesty's Indian 
'^ subjects in their rights, accord&ng to the laws cmd amati^ 
*^ t9ttian qf India,^ had no power to make sudi a settle* 
ment^ a settlement which deprived nin&*tenths of the 

people 
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p«^le of their li^ts, as recognized by the laws and con** 
stitution of India. 



1\^ enter into such a settlement of the land-tax with the 
real proprietors of the soil, would, I think, have required 
the eiq>ress sanction of an act of parliament ; but to change 
entirely, the laws and constitution of India which respect 
landed property, atid to deprive of their rights those 
whom they were bound by an express statute to protect 
in their rights, appears to be an act altogether contrary to 
law: an act, however, that never could have been con- 
templated by those who were concerned in it, but under 
the fullest persuasion that they were committing no 
injustice, depriving no one of his property, but granting 
to the lawfiil owners of the soil privileges and benefits, 
not contrary to, but in conformity with, though in bene- 
volence beyond the law. The consequence has been fiEir 
otherwise than was anticipated. 

I have already given Lord Cornwallis credit for his 
benevolent intentions; but i must say, there appears 
throughout the whole of his lordship's measures a precipi- 
tancy, and a want of regard for ancient rights, not easy 
to be accounted for. This is evident in most of his mi- 
nutes. I select the following paragraph from that of the 
IStfa September IT8d. ^^ Although, however, I am not 
^< only of opinion that the zumeendars have the best right, 
*< bat from being persuaded that nothing could be so 
'* ruinous to the public interest as that the land should be 
retained as the properly of government (never dreaming 
of the daim of the people), I .am also convinced that, 
&iling the daim of rij^t of the zumeendars, it would be 
necessary for the public good, to grant a rigfatof property 
in the soil to them, or to persons of other description. I 

« think 
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*' think it unnecessary to enter into any discussion of the 
« grounds upon which their right appears to be founded.'' 

An avowal such as this, was evidently beyond the power 
of the Governor-General. It was evidently contrary to 
the law enacted by the parliament of England. He was 
not to grant rights^ but to confirm them, and " to, prot€ct 
" the people in their rights existing." It can, therefore, 
only be interpreted, as a proof that his lordship did not 
intend that his benevolence should be restrained, by being 
guided by any law or right whatever. In fact, he did so 
act; and the measures adopted at that period have more 
the appearance of those of a good and well-meaning civi- 
lized person, accidentally placed at the head of a nati(»i 
of savages, passing his first acts of legislation, than of one 
charged with the governinent of a people, civilized almost 
since the infancy of time; the very slaves of method, of 
rule, of habit, and of their institutions ; whose very foi- 
bles, even absurdities, deserved consideration, because to 
th^m they are neither foibles nor absurdities, but matters 
of importance. . How, then, it so happened that their 
most sacred, most valuable rights, should have been thus 
held as nqthing, is indeed difficult to conceive. It was a 
blameable neglect of the interests of the people. 

The very first point to be inquired into was the " claim 
" to the soil," the right of property in which was to be 
confirmed, not granted. Mr. Grant argued in &vour of 
the right of government; Mr. Shore, that of thezumeen- 
dar. Lord Cornwallis despises all right, and fairly avows 
** that he thinks it unnecessary to enter into the discuission 
"of the right to the soil." But the very first resolution 
of government, framed by his lordship, bound him to make 
this inquiry ; for it says, " resolved, that a new settlement 

" be 
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** he made tirith the actual proprietors (^ Ae saily^* iic. Now 
t\^e act of parliament of 1784 completely recognizes the 
right of possession of the people, according to the law of 
India, and that their *^ tribute and rents " should be 
fixed agreeably to that law. 

Before this final limitation of the revenue was made, 
however, it might well be supposed that diose who did 
thus most rashly act, had, by the most painful examina- 
tion, research, and investigation, discovered data suffi- 
cient to enable them to make a fair settlement for a limited 
time. No such thing { Mr. Shore, indeed, urges tins in 
the strongest terms. He says, in his minute of June 
1789, ** We require, 1st, a knowledge of the rents paid 
" by the ryots, compared with the produce ; 2d, of the 
^^ collections of the zumeendars and of their payments to 
^^ government; 3d, detailed accounts of the alienated 
lands, shewing the quantity, the grantor, grantee, 
dates of grants, the occupant; to see how far resump- 
tion can take place. AH the material part of this infor- 
mation is wanting" ! ! i 






The information they possessed was not sufficient to war- 
rant them in settling the bazar duties of a village. Our 
knowledge of India was much too limited then, it is so 
now, to furnish d&ta for an act so important. They knew 
not the resources of the country. They even discarded 
the documents that were pressed upon them by the head 
Record-keeper at the time, Mr. Grant, who had taken 
great pains to exhibit the sources and the amount of 
revenue levied by our predecessory governments of the 
provinces. They did not even know to whom the lands 
in property belonged. Lord Cornwallis, in his minute of 
18th September 1789, says, " Mr. Shore has most ably, 

« and 
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** and in my opinion, most successfiilly argued in favour 
*^ of the zumeendars to the right of property in the soil " ! ! 
Thtj did not know the nature, or the ccmdition of the 
tenures by which the lands were held, which they thus 
gave away ; they have, consequently, not only ccmstituted, 
generally speaking, a new race of landed proprietors, but 
have given away to persons who had no legal claim to 
them, whole tracts of country of the richest and best cul* 
tivated lands, not only in perpetuity, but rent-free, and 
without any consideration whatsoever. 

In the small province of fiahar alone, as was before 
stated, lands to the amount of from thirteen to twenty 
lacs of rupees, or from £130,000 to £200,000 sterling 
annually, were thus diverted from the Company for ever. 
Iti Akbe^^s time, the pensioners on this province and 
public establishment (the only possible pretext for reliev- 
ing the land from assessment) caused a defalcation of 
revenue of about 55,000 rupees only. 

We have seen that the enormous amount of revenue 
lost, in name of land relieved from the public assessment, 
in the three lower Bengal provinces, is no less than 
£1,256,391 sterling, calculating at one rupee eight anas 
per beegah, exclusive of the province of Cuttack. Most 
of these lands, and all waste lands, are undoubtedly liable 
to assessment: they never could have been legally ex- 
empted from it; and policy, as well as justice, certamly 
make it a question whether they should not be assessed. 

THe value of ihe cultivable, but uncultivated land, 
appears to have been entirely ov^looked ; and instead of 
proceeding in the settlement cm the b^is of the land in 
cultivation alone being private property, the government 

of 
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of diat day seems to have formed to itself a division of the 
whole country into great hereditary lordships, under the 
name of zumeendaries, the extreme boundaries <^ which 
were alone worthy of being noticed ; forgetting that, in 
many instances, two-tibirds of the circumscribed space had 
no value assigned to it, as yet, on the financial records of 
government; nor could it have till brought into culti- 
vation* . 

I cannot help seeing in the permanent settlement of 
Bengal, a great lesson read to all future governments of 
India, to hold back their hands from limiting their perma- 
nent resom-ces in perpetuity, until they have secured an 
equfdly permanent and available substitute. 

If government were determined to make a permimeait 
settlement, why did they not limit their settlement 
to all they could legally settle, the per centage oh 
the revenue : a profit sufficient to call forth the best exer- 
tions o{ the zumeendars, whilst it would have secured the 
right of the husbandman, and admitted of a progrefldve 
increase of revenue to the state, in proportion to the pro* 
gressive improvement of the country ? 

How far it might be possible, in the course of time^ to 
remedy the great political error of the perpetual settle- 
ment, by government purchasing the zumeendars' right of 
estates as they were brought to sale^ I merely suggest ite a 
question. They might then attend to the rights of the real 
owners ; and thus, in time, the whc^e lands of these pro* 
vinces would revert to their former state, and would again 
be available to produce a progressive advance c^ revenue, 
as ihey advanced in cultivation and the country in proa* 

perity. 

The 
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The opportunity of sales would probably not be wanting.^ 
In ten years from 1796, Mr. Stuart informs us that lands 
were sold in the provinces of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and 
Benares, on account of arrears of government revenue, 
the total amount of assessment of which was rupees 
1,21,75,680;* nearly one half of the whole assessment of 
the lower provinces. The amount of the price these lands 
brought at the sales was rupees 1,08,55,537, shewing a 
depreciation below the government valuation of rupees 
13,20,143. 

This statement, however, it must be admitted, shews a 
very exaggerated picture of the rapidity with which pro- 
perty in Bengal has changed its owners since our perpetual 
settlement of it; because, at perhaps one-half, or two- 
thirds of the number of sales, the owners repurchased 
their lands. 

Were it the object of government to become purchasers, 
for the purpose above noticed, the sale of lands for arrears 
might be encouraged ; otherwise, it cannot fail to strike 
any one, that it must be the interest of government to 
discourage such sales, not only as they necessarily tend-:to 
produce a diminution of revenue, but as being often pro<- 
ductive of the greatest hardship and oppression, as well 
as of much feud and dissention among the people. 

This has been observed by all, and universally com- 
plained of. The Marquis of Hastings, in a minute on 
this subject, states t^ose sales to be a source of much op- 
pression ; and asks, " whether it may not be practicable 
" to do away with sales for balances of revenue? " I an- 
swer, No ! Why should government be placed in a wors<$ 

situation 

• Mr. Stuart's minute. 
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situation for recovering its debts than an individual J But 
that sales, with the right of pre-emption on account of 
vicinage, agreeably to the Moohununudan law, might.be 
made, without exposing the people to the hardships com- 
plained of, because they would always have the power of 
excluding strangers. The village community, even in 
cases of village coparceners, whom his lordship specifies 
as sufferers in those cases, would derive great, if not entire 
relief, fi*om the option^^f pre-emption. But as it is not 
probable that a whole village brotherhood would become 
defaulters wilfidly, or indeed in any way, without some 
unavcHdable calamity befalling them, were inquiry made, 
the whole village being held at the same time responsible 
for the public revenue, collectively as weU as individually, 
sales would seldom be called for. If the real value of a 
village or zumeendarry were known to the officers of go- 
vernment, it would only be in cases of malversation that 
sales would be required to enforce the realization of the 
revenue; and then a change of management would be 
desirable, instead of being a source of oppression. 

The different modes of settlement which have been pro- 
posed or adopted for the Compan3r's territorial possession 
in India, may be reduced to the following. The perma- 
nefit zumeendarry settlement, so well known in Bengal, being 
essentially the same as the mootahdarry system of the coast, 
which word is there applied to distinguish the settlement 
with the ztimeendars. The zumeendarry periodicai settle- 
mentj the mauzawcar settkmentj meaning a settlement by 
villages ; and the ryotwar or koobaar settlement, meaning 
a :settlement with individual cultivators for individual 
fields. The two latter may be either permanent or 
periodical. 

h The 
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The first of these modes of settlement, namely, the 
pennanent zumeendarry, has ahready been noticed, and 
will presently be again reverted to. The last, viz^ the 
ryotwar, has been so ably advocated by Colonel Sir Tho* 
mas Munro, and his powerful coadjuUH*, Mr. Thackeray, 
that I think the subject almost completely (and successfully) 
exhausted* After wading through the crude, meagre, 
general kind of reasoning, repeated by one and echoed 
by another of the late Bengal financiers, who have adhered 
too much to their fiivourite official phraseology of general 
principles, &c., it is really refireshing to see the accuracy, 
the minutiae, and at the same time the extraordinary mass 
of information and most intimate knowledge of the subject, 
which their more accomplished brethren on the coast have 
brought to bear on the question they discuss. The one 
set of men you see at <mce are masters of their subject; 
the other may be said to have but a vague idea of it. The 
&ct will prove to be,^ that the revenue officers of Bengal 
have not put themselves in possession (^ that minute know- 
ledge of the state of the country and of its resources, 
which those of the sister presidency possess; and until 
they do, they must be ccmtent to talk of generalities, and 
by the lump, as they have done, and must continue to be 
firightened at the idea of entering into the minutias of 
Indian finance; whilst their better informed brethren 
smile at the bugbear, and actually tell them that there is, 
in fact, ^^ more trouble in managing the petty concerns of 
^^ a frontier custom-house, than the ryotwjEu* revenue 
^^ detail of a whole district"* That experienced and 
intelligent officer (Mr. Thackeray) declares, tliat ^^ even 
^ here, the customs in any firontier district require more 
^ attention to accounts, and more intricate details, than 
" the whole ryotwar detail of land revenue." 

The 

* See Mr. Thackeray's Report. 
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Therfyoiwar siettlemept is precisely the ancient and con-^ 
stitutional mode of levying the land revenue in India^ 
according to the Moohummudan constitution, provided 
the rate of impost be fixed, and on the cultivated land ; 
and being so, it has consequently many advantages. The 
able officer who introduced it at Madras knew its origin, 
I doubt not, and doubtless adopted it because he knew it 
was known r at the same time engrafting such improve- 
ments ^Upon the old system as his judgment suggested^ 

When the extent of land (in a given village, for instance) 
has been ascertained by actual measurement, and the as- 
siessment fixed, the same being at a moderate rate, so as 
to afford the cultivator not only a comfortable subsistence, 
but to leave him something which, if a frugal man, he may 
appfy to the purchase of an additional bullock to extend his 
mteans of cultivation, or if otherwise disposed, lay out in 
buying a piece of finer cloth for his wife or favourite daugh"* 
ter* If siich a moderate assessment were fixed, property 
would become valuable, the people would cling to it, the 
rent-roll of the present year would be the same, or nearly 
the same, as that of the preceding, the people would fee) 
proud of their property, easy access to the collector would 
enshle- .them to resist effectually any attempt at fraud 
among the inferior servants of government, and thus the 
i>evenue would become secure to government, easy of col- 
lection, and the people be fireed firom oppression; for 
when things thus fell into a regular train, with European 
revenue officers of ordinary vigilance, I do not think that 
their inferiors could pra.ctice fraud without detection : 
there would be no insurmountable difficulty in administer- 
ing such a $y^fem as this. 

Tho^h "ihefe is in this system no restraint on the 

L 2 transfer 
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transfer of property,, and no artificial impediment to pre- 
vent its accumulating in the hands of. individuals^ y^ as 
property in the soil would then be really valuable (which, 
under exactions that leave a bare subsistence to the culti- 
vator, it is not), no individual would be able to acquire 
by purchase so large an estate that he could not manage it, 
while, at the same time, the industrious yeoman might 
aspire to extend his farm by the acquisition. of that of his 
prodigal neighbour: and, in time, wealthy proprietors 
would be found in the country, not such as we now see, 
but men, or the descendants of men, who by their industry 
and ingenuity had really contributed to enrich their coun* 
try ; efficient proprietors, who would appreciate the value 
of their possessions, and feel a pride in improving theni. 

It is the worthlessn^ss of property in the soil that enables 
bold and pennyless adventurers. to become proprietors, as 
they call themselves, and we call them, of tracts of coun- 
try equal to principalities. These are sold for ilothipg, 
bought for nothing. The purchaser promises to pay the 
revenue. If he succeed in collecting it, however great 
the expression, he pays it, goes on in this way till he hais 
pillaged the country, then it is again sold in whole or in 
part; and so on^ till the country is ruined. The jumma, 
or government rent, must then be reduced ; and govern- 
ment is the ultimate loser. This is a summary view of the 
case, and of the security we have in our zumeendars for 
the public revenue. 

It has been confidently asserted by the advocates of the 
permanentzumeendarry settlement, thatindividualzumeen- 
dars will manage their estates better than government 
revenue officers could do ; and this has been held as one 
of the strongest of their arguments. But F doubt this, 

and 
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and would beg of those who oppose me to name any one 
zumeendar in India who ever managed his zumeendarry 
in the style in which . Colonel Munro did the territory 
under his charge? It is an argument that would be good 
in England, perhaps; but those who apply it to India 
forget the difference between Indian sumeendars and 
English landholders. Here is the rock on which all mere 
theorists and general prindph men are wrecked. 

But then, if we were to grant that zumeendars, having 
smaller estates than government coUectorships, manage 
them better than government collectors, we must admit, 
on the same principle, that individual cultivators, whose 
estates are smaller than those of zumeendars, must manage 
them better still: and this is really the case; for be it 
remembered all along, that a zumeendiar is not a manager 
of cultivation, but a contractor of revemse^ whose interest 
in its realization is not equal to that of government nor pf 
its European servants, who are, in fact, identified with 
the government. Being, therefore, on the one hand, less 
competent than the cultivators to produce a revenue and 
on the other, less interested than the Company's servants 
in realizing it, the zumeendar is the least fit perspn to be 
employed' in superintending either the cultivation of the 
country, or the realization of its revenue, 

I hold it beyond doubt, that the ryoiwar^ or individual 
proprietary assessment, must be the basis of our land 
revenue system in India. But as in some parts of Hindoos- 
tan the state of village society is peculiarly formed, where 
certain casts monopolize and maintain privileges in certain 
villages, in such cases I would also admit the numzawar or 
village settlement ; and this, in every case where there 
existed joint and undivided, or indivisible, rights or immu- 

L 3 nities: 
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nities : holding in all such cases, however, the whole vil- 
lage coparcenary responsible for the whole village revenue, 
both collectively and individually; whilst, at the same 
time, their separate, as well as their combined interests, 
ought to be inquired into, and ascertained and registered 
by the village register, in the same way as in villages 
under separate and individual tenure, to guard against 
oppression and usurpation by any individual among them. 
The names of the individuals who cultivate, and of the 
fields cultivated by them annually with the kind of crop, 
should be entered; allowing the individuals to adjust 
among themselves the mode of occupation, and quantum 
of rent payable by each. The above investigation is 
necessary, not only to prevent usurpation and injustice 
among the occupants, but in case circumstances should 
render it necessarjrfor government to have recourse to 
individual settlement, the requisite information would be 
forthcoming, 

A judicious combination of the mouzawar with the ryotn 
war settlement would secure to individuals, and to all 
clasiSes of the community, not only their absolute rights, 
but their privileges, even indulgences; often, from habile 
more important to them than their rights. 

The mouzawar or village settlement, by itself, appears 
objectionable, perhaps impracticable ; for where die state 
of the village community is not such as I have adverted to, 
it would be difficult to get the individuals composing it to 
assimilate sufficiently, without which the most helpless, 
and consequently those who most required protection, 
would be most oppressed. 
< 

These are the modes of settlement of the Indian land 

revenue 
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rerenue generally adverted to* But there is the important 
question of the expediency of making permaneni or periodi- 
cal settlements still remaining. Whatever mode may be 
adopted, great difficulties may be suggested to permanenctf ; 
but the ryotwar is the only kind of settlement by which 
government would not be compelled to make great terri- 
torial sacrifices, by giving up such tracts of uncultivated, 
though arable land, as might be included within the limits 
of the zumeendarry or the village assessed, without any 
equivalent; unless, indeed, a reservation and specification 
of the land uncultivated were madci I say without an equi- 
valent ; because there are no capitalists in India who can 
afford to give any thing for land unproductive on a spe- 
culation of future advantage : therefore, though one-half 
of the arable land of a village, for example, should be 
uncultivated, were that mofuzcLy or village, assessed by 
mouzawar permanentii/^ one-half of the property of govern- 
ment must be given away for nodiing. 

This alone is, I apprehend, a fatal objection to perma- 
nencyy as applied to all the other modes of settlement 
But the ryotwar being a settlement with individuals of 
individual fields, is made only on the cultivated fields, 
and is, therefore^ not obnoxious to the above objec- 
tion. And even were permanency a desideratum, 
the ryotwar settlement might be made, essentially 
at least, permanent also, by declaring at once the rate of 
assessment fixed. If in money, so much per beegah ; or 
>£liould the cultivator prefer it in kind, a certain share of 
the produce : as one-fourth or one-third, convertible into 
money at a price fixed every twenty years on the average 
rates for the five years preceding the period. Thus the rent- 
roll would stand of the. fields that were assessed. Every 
additional maund of grain the cultivator caused his field to 
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produce would be an additional reward to his industry, 
till it enabled him to extend his cultiTadoD ; and then he 
would cultivate the adjoining spot, now a waste, which 
would then fall to be, in like manner, moderately asseteed, 
till the whole arable land of the village produced a profit 
to the ryot and a revenue to government 

I shall now proceed to notice the arguments which have 
been urged in Bengal in favour of the permanent settle- 
ment. 

Mr. H. T. Colebrooke, late Member of Council in Ben- 
gal, one of the most noted, perhaps best informed of the 
modems in Bengal, who have written on the subject of 
the permanent settlement, in a minute dated 20th June 
1808, as a member of the Bengal government, recom- 
mends the extension of the permanent settlement to the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces in Bengal, on two 
grounds : ^^ 1st, because he approves of such a settlement 
^^ intrinsically ; and 2dly, because such a settlement had 
been solemnly promised to the inhabitants of those 
provinces by the supreme government of Bengal." 






But Mr. Colebrooke, in my estimation, destro3rs at the 
very outset much of the weight that would be due to his 
opinion. He refers to the discussions which took place 
in 1789 and »1790, and gravely says, ** he trusts that ar- 
" guments which were not suffered to weigh against a 
" measure (the. permanent settlement) recommended by 
" wise and enlarged views of policy, but not then promised 
" to our subjects, will not be allowed greater weight at 
" this momentous period against a similar measure, equally 
" recommended by liberal considerations of policy, and 
** solemnly promised by an express declaration in a legis- 
** lative act." 

It 
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It is remarkable to see a man of information and talents 
so completely beg the question at issue, as to argue that, 
because the reasons assigned against the permanent set- 
tlement in 1789 were not sufiered to weigh against the 
permanent settlement theny that therefore they should now 
be discarded. It is remarkable to see such a man overlook 
the essential difference between carrying into effect a 
measure of policyy which, in 1789, was but a matter of 
mere speculation, and the ^ame measure after twenty 
years experience of it. It is not a little surprising, that 
he should have overlooked the difference there is between 
what may, or may not, be allowed to weigh in discussing 
a plausible theoretical speculation, and what ought to be 
allowed to have weight in judging of the expediency of a 
measure after experience. 

i 

Had this advocate of the permanent settlement got his 
opponents to admit, as a postulatum, that the permanent 
settlement in Bengal, &c. was unquestionably advanta^ 
geous, and in itself perfect, his mode of arguing might 
have some weight. But his opponents would, and indeed 
must, deny (hat .the Bengal settlement was in itself either 
advantageous or perfect. On the Contrary, they with 
much earnestness deprecate its being held up as an example. 

Mr. Colebrooke tells us, that the objections alleged by 
several of the collectors, and by the late Board of Com- 
missioners of the Ceded Provinces, against the immediate 
conclusion of a permanent settlement, are principally the 
imperfect knowledge yet acquired of the resources of the 
country, the inequality of the present assessment, the 
great proportion of uncultivated lands (estimated gene- 
rally at a fourth of the arable land), the deficiency of 

population 
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population and want of capital to- extend the cultivation, 
the existing restrictions on commerce, the want of opulent 
consumers, the extent of resumable land yet unascertained, 
the necessity of continuing certain fanners in the possession 
of their farms, the general uncertainty with regard to the 
proprietary right, either at present contested or not as- 
certained, in respect of extensive tracts of waste land, 
the doubtful value of the standard coin, the risk of dis- 
appointment should the settlement be disapproved by the 
Court of Directors. *^ All these circumstances," he adds^ 
^ it will be remembered, existed in Bengal. Some were 
** urged in favour, others against the permanent settle- 
^^ ment, though they are all marshaUed against me." 



And, again, he states one of the principal arguments 
against the permanent settlement of those provinces to 
be, '^ that the jumma was then Rupees 2,25,00,000, with 
^* one-fimih of the arable land uncultivated." Now, it 
does appear to me, thatthe objections ^^ marshalled against" 
this gentleman here, are really a little formidable ; and 
one would suppose, such as ought to have been met by' 
better argument than reference, for their refutation, to 
the speculations of I7d9. 

It so happens, that the Ceded Provinces are in a fiir 
more flourishing state than Mr. Colebrooke's opponents 
anticipated when they wrote ; and though little more than 
ten years'have elapsed,' the jumma, exclusive of the fourth 
of uncultivated land, is about three crores of rupees. In 
the year ending the 30th April 1820, the land revenue of 
the western provinces (the Ceded and Conquered), ac- 
cording to the printed report submitted to parliament, 
Jyne 1822, was Sicca Rupees 3,44,16,078, including 
Benares, which is forty-two lacs. In 1815 it was Sicca 

Rupees 
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Rupees 2,01976,724 ; which is an accession of revenue of 
about Rupees^ 66,76,724 in seven years : one of the best 
practical prDo& that can well be adduced, that the pro- 
posal for the extension of the permanent settlement was 
at least pren^ature* 

If one-fourth of the arable land was uncultivated, and 
there were, " as the collectors urged," no capitalists to 
pay for such land, consequently the rent fixed on the 
permanent settlement would have fallen to be fixed on 
the cultivated land only. On what principle of equity 
could a settlement have been formed to give away this 
fourth without any equivalent ? 

In answer to this it may be stated, as Lord Cornwallis 
did in 1789, " that government, by reserving to itself die 
" internal duties on commerce, might at all times appro- 
^ priate to itself a share of the accumulating wealth of 
^ its subjects, taithoui their being sensMe of it;** and for 
the certain diminution of land revenue we may look to 
other sources of taxation, " and thus make the burden' 
" more equal.*' But it has now been admitted, that the 
new sources tried have been altogether unsuccessful ; and 
hence the arguments of 1789 must be given up. 

It has been urged, I am aware, by some, on Mr* 
Colebrooke's side, that the great increase of revenue in 
the upper provinces, and extension of cultivation, have 
arisen in a great measure fix)m the expectation of the per- 
manent settlement entertained by the people. I admit, 
and indeed know well, the great increase of cultivation ; 
but I deny that it has been owing to thi$ cause : and so 
&r ajs I am able to judge from a long residence among 
them, and from the opinion of others still better qualified 
to speak to the i^t, I do not think that the people of the 

Cede^ 
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Ceded and Conquered Provinces, notwithstanding the 
promises of government, ever really looked for a perma- 
nent settlement. The additional cultivation, I believe, is 
entirely owing to the industry of the husbandmen, the 
cultivators, and real owners of the soil, under the protect 
tion of a just and settled government: a class of men of 
superior pretentions, identified, as it were, with the soil; 
and who, let it be remembered, have never, save in times 
of anarchy and oppression, been accustomed to any thing 
but a pemumenl settlement; that is to say, to permanent 
possession, on paying a fixed and definite rate of rent for 
their lands. But let us examine this a little farther. 

The increase of land revenue in the Ceded and Con- 
quered Provinces, fi*om 1807 to 1818, six years, was fifty- 
five and a half lacs of rupees; and all this after die 
permanent settlement promise of the 14th July 1802, 15th 
September 1804, 1 1th July 1805, and Regulation X, 1807, 
had been made, and as often put cffi And it is remarkable, 
that previously to 1807, the date of the last broken promise 
of a permanent settlement, the increase' did not exceed 
ten lacs: ten lacs in five years! It may, therefore^ 
with at least as much plausibility be maintained, that it 
was not till the people felt pretty well assured that there 
would be nopermanent settiement, that they did heartily 
set about increasing the cultivation. We may, at all 
events, rest assured, that the people of Hindostan are not 
so credulous as to allow themselves to be guided by such 
promises : nor is it at all necessary to have recourse to a 
cause so remote, to account for increase of cultivation and 
of revenue, when we advert to the internal tranquillity of 
the country, the high prices the husbandman received for 
the produce of his labour, together with perfect freedom 
from oppression and undue exaction of every kind. 

I have, 
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I have, in many parts of the Ceded and Conquered 
Provinces, seen grain selling at twenty-five seers per rupee, 
where we were credibly informed by the natives that three 
maunds (one hundred and twenty seers) were often, even 
gaierally, procurable for that sum. Such prices are' bet- 
ter calculated to esiitend cultivation than promises of 
permanent settlement. 

I^ again, it be insinuated, which it appears to be, that 
the zumeendars paid a higher revenue to government, to 
allure government into the grant of a permanent settle* 
ment, how did they raise this vast capital of fifty-five and 
a half lakhs of rupees annually : a fourth of the whole 
rental of the provinces, when Mn Colebrooke wrote? 
This is a question that can only be answered in one way. 

Mr. Shore's (Lord Teignmouth's) estimate is quoted by 
Mr. Colebrooke, '^ that no less than a third of the amount 
*^ received from the cultivator is required for the charges 
'< of collection, and intermediate profit between govern^ 
<' ment and the raiat."* On this estimate, Mr. Colebrooke 
says, the permanent settlement in Bengal and on the coast 
was formed. And Lord Cornwallis, at the same time, 
estimated no less than a third of the Company's territory 
to be a jungle, which Mr. Colebrooke confirms, and 
states that ^* the researches in which I (Mr. Colebrooke) 
^< was engaged at the time, furnish me with grounds for 
** the opinion, that the estimate may, with great approx- 
'^ imation to accuracy, be understood as applicable to 
*^ lands fit for cultivation, and totally exclusive of lands 
« barren and irreclaimable." Here, then, we have con- 
fessedly one-third of the whole cultivable land, and one- 
third of the whole " gross collections from the cultivator," 

avowedly 
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avowedly relinquished by the goyemlnent; and we are 
told that this should be the basis of the permanent set-: 
tlement. 

Let us apply this principle of a permanent settlement 
to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, and exhibit to 
the world what those advocates for a permanent settlement 
were prepared to relinquish. 

Mn Colebrooke wrote in 1808, when the jumma of the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces was Rs. 2926900^000 
In 1816, however, it was Rupees 2,91900,000. It is now 

(1828) upwards of Rs. 3,00,00,000* 

Add one^third (the expense of coUection) to 
make up << the gross collections," per Lord 
Teignmbuth's and Mr. Colebrooke's esti- 
mate of charge of collection and interme- 
diate profit between the ryot and govern- 
ment ••••.. , • 1,00,00,000 



4,00,00,000 

Add one-third more for cultivable, but un- 
cultivated lands, on the authority of Lord 
Comwallis, corroborated by the writer 
above alluded to ^ 1,33,33,383 

Total ultimate gross collections from the ^ ' 

ryots, supposing the lands wholly ^ 5,33,33,383 
cultivated ; .J 

The expense of collecting the revenue, 
ias above, is stated by Mr. Colebrooke at 



Carried forward^.. 6,33,33,333 

• See printed papers laid before Parliament, June 1822. The land revenue 
of th« western provinces, including Benares forty-two lacs, was 3,44,16,078 
sicca rupees. 
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« 

Brought forward.. • 5,33,33,893 
one-third. But the Governor-General, in 
his minute of September 1815, tells us, it 
did not in 1814 " exceed six per cent, on 
the jumma." But allow six per cent on the 
gross collections of Rupees 5,33,33,333, it 

is , 31,99,998 

And, on the same authority 
of the Governor-General, the 
balances for that year did not 
exceed three per cent, or ... 15,99,999 

Deduct expense of collection 1 

> ..—»....«..» 47,99,997 

and balances J 

Total ultimate nett revenue 4,85,38,336 

From this take the jumma of 1808, which 
the advocates for the permanent settle- 
ment recommended to be permanently 

fixed, 2,25,00,000 

Deduct expense of collection, 
six per cent ; loss by arrears 
of rents, three per cent; 
equal to nine per cent , 20,25,000 



Total nett revenue per permanent settle- 
ment, if it had been made ui 1808, as J- 2,04,75,000 
recommended by Mr. Colebrooke 

Total ultimate loss of revenue Rs. 2,80,58,336 




Or in pounds sterling, at 2s. 6d. per rupee, £3,507,292. 

Three millions five hundred and seven thousand pounds 
sterling, or at the intrinsic value of the rupee, £2,805,833 
sterling, might have been eventually lost to the Company, 
and consequently to the nation, had the government in 

1808 
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1808 ^' conferred so great a blessing upon the people'' of 
the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, as Mn Colebrooke, 
and others of the Comwallis school, desired to bestow. 

Nor have I, in this estimate, noticed the certain pros- 
pect there is that the present rates of asses^sment will, in 
most districts, experience a rise to a great amount. As 
a reason for this opinion let me state, that in the Morada" 
bad district of Rphilcund, the average rate per beegah of 

cultivated land is ....•••Rupees 1 12 

In the adjacent district of Barrelly it is only 8 

In Gomickpore, first division, it is 2 12 

In the same district, second division, itis..^. 2 3 

If land in Gorruckpore be let at two rupees and twelve 
anas, it must in Barrelly, which is a populous and fertile 
district, be worth more than eight anas. And, in the 
same district, the difference of nine anas per beegah is 
perhaps too great; as in Gorruckpore itself, where there 
does not appear any physical or accidental reason for so 
great discrepancy. The navigable river Gogra is the 
boundary between the two divisions of the district ; and, 
of course, is equally available to the inhabitants of either 
side, for irrigation or transport of superfluous produce. 
And that the general rates are low we may be* well assured 
by reference to the rates of former times, and indeed to 
the present rates in other parts of the country. In Gu- 
zerat ^* a general rate of assessment has been fi:}^ed9 
** throughout the greater part of the pergunnah, at four 
" rupees per beegah for the better, and three and a half 
" for the inferior sort of land: but in the immediate 
" vicinity of the Nerbuddah river the rent varies from 
" two to twelve rupees per beegah."*" But look to facts, 

- as 

• Revenue letter, Bombay, 10th January 1810, Report of the Broach 
Commissioners. 
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as given us by Mn Colebrooke hioiself* In his husbandry 
of Bengal, he states the quantity of land in Bengal and 
Behar actually under cultivation to be 95»0CK),000 of bee-~ 
gahs, and the jumma, or revenue, at twenty-five millions of 
rupees ; which is but a fraction more than -four anas, or 
in sterling moneys five-pence per beegah. 

. The permanent settlement has been advocated "as an 
indispensable step towards the prosperity and solid im- 
provement of the country." Lord Cornwallis in 1790 
argued, that if you, on the grounds of want of informa- 
tion, delay the permanent settlement, " the commencement 
" of the happiness of the people and the prosperity of 

" the country would be delayed for ever." " I shall 

" think it," says Mr. Colebrooke, "a duty I owe to them 
** (the Court of Directors), to my country, and to huma- 
** nity, to recommend that no time be lost in carrying it 
(the permanent settlement) into effect, and not to post- 
pone for ten years the commencement of the prosperity 
*' and solid improvement of the country." 

This is a dutiful and philanthropic paragraph. But it 
remains for the writer yet to prove, that delay of the per- 
manent settlement would have the effect ascribed to it : 
nay, that the progress of improvement is more rapid in 
the Company's permanently settled provinces than in those 
that are not permanently settled. There cannot be a 
doubt, that the very reverse is the case. In the lower 
provinces of Bengal, where nature performs the labour of 
irrigation, and almost of tillage, the average rent per 
beegah is probably not five anas. In the district of Kis- 
hennagur, in the vicinity of the great cities of Moorshe- 
dabad and Calcutta, the Governor General tells us it is 
six and a half anas, in Behar fi^e and a half anas ; but 

M Mr. 






Ids PRStiENT SYSTEM. 

Mr. Colcbrooke givesi as nboYei an avernge of little more 
than four anas for Bengal and Bebar ; while the cultivator^ 
in the upper provinces, generally speaking, have to irri- 
gate their lands by the sweat of their brow, and pay firoBi 
^ht anas to two rupees and twelve anas per beegah : and 
yet, compared with the lower proviAcesv.the march of 
improvement advances in the upper, and non-permanently 
settled dominions of the Company, with tenfold rapidity. 

We can shew this very distinctly in the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces by the most satisfactory of all evi- 
dence, the increase of fifty-five and a half lacs in the 
land revenue in six years, or about three and a half per 
cent, annually. The same progress of improvement in the 
lower provinces would, at this day, have made, not indeed 
the revenue (for that is gone for ever), but the land rents of 
those provinces just double what the jumma of the per- 
manent settlement was, when' fixed thirty years ago. Is 
h so ? Will the advocates for the extension of the perma- 
nent settlement and the Cornwallis school, admit, that the 
zumeendars of Bengal do really now pocket two crores 
and a half of rupees annually, by the " solid improvement 
of the country " consequent to the permanent settlement^ 

On the contrary, there is good reason to think that the 
permanent settlement has really retarded the In^rovement 
of the country. Let us take the district of Benares, one 
of the finest provinces. I select it, because it is that 
which lies immediately contiguous to the non-permanently 
settled districts. ^^ The land revenue^" says the Governor 
GiBaeral, ^^ of that district (Benares) appears to fluctuate ifi 
^' its amount without improving) and was the last year 

''half 
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" half a iac Mow Ihe rate agsessed trngtmOy by Mr. 
« Duncan!'** 

Thus, while the adjacent districts, on periodical settle^ 
ment, were advancing with a rapidity of improyement 
alfioost beyond belief, this fine province had long been 
stationary and was retrograding. ' 

The appeal to humanity, on the part of Mr. Colebrooke 
and his colleagues, in this discussion, would really be 
ridiculous, were it not that the subject is far too momen-^ 
tons to admit of the excitement of our risible faculties. If 
it were ^ humane'' in a handful of conquerors, ignorant 
of the rights of individuals (and I will, Ibr the sake of 
humsuiity, declare theip to have been so), to d^ri%^e the 
whole population of India of their property, possessions, 
and privileges, and to throw them, hke so nwny herds 
of cattle, into the hands and bondage of a dass of persons, 
proverbial throughout India as oppressors aod extor« 
tioners, I mean the zumeendars ; if this be humane, then, 
indeed, in the name of humanity, let i|a hasten the per**' 
mane^t settlement. 

Xij(»rd Teignmouth's descriptkm c^a Btmgal ssuipeei^dar- 
will edify us on this point; and &to let us. say, in the 
name of humanity, whether such a character be likejy to 
improve the lot of those whom the advocates of the per- 
manent settlement would place for ever under him. " If," 
says that enlightened and humane person, ^' a review of 
'^ the zumeesodars in Bengal were made, it would be 
^* found that very few are duly qualified for the manage* 
^^ mi^nt <£ thebr hereditary Jands, and that» in general, 
<* they are ill-educated for this task. Ignorant of the 
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*^ common forms of business and of the modes of trahsftCt-' 
^^ ing it, let a zumeeifdar be asked what are his rents, and 
^* the rul^ for demanding and fixing them in his district, 
*^ the assessnientof any pergunnah, the produce, whether 
*^ it has increased or decreased, what manufactures, &c. 
'' his replies would probably be the same as if he had 
" never entered it; or he would refer to his dewan for in- 
** formation. On one point he is always clear and explicit : 
^^ the inability of his lands to pay the assessment, &c. The 
business, in general, is exclusively transacted by the 
zumeendarry servants ; and all that the zumeendar looks 
^^ to is, a release from trouble, an exemption from the im- 
^* portuiiities of* government, and a sufficiency to gratify 
^* his wants, either present or anticipated. But although 
'^ the power of dismission and appointment of their ser* 
<^ vahts rests with them, and although this power is eih- 
" ployed as a source of traffic and emolument, the zu- 
^^ meendars are as much dependant upon their servants 
'^ as the latter are upon them. Their ryots have seldom 
*^ access to them ; and when they are permitt^ to 
^^ approach, or force an intrusion with complaints and 
** petitions, they are dismissed to wait a reference to the 
** dewan, or perhaps sent back to their homes, with an 
" order, in the name of the zumeendar, which the dewan 
" has dictated: nor is the sale of justice unusual with 
" them. The avowal of their hereditary rights, and great 
*< regard paid to them by the British government, has 
" inspired the zumeendars with an idea that their rights 
^^ are indefeasable. Its operation of late years has seldom, 
*^ I believe, proved beneficial to the country. It has 
** sometimes been attended with great evils : that of pre- 
" venting ^the ryots from complaining against exactions, 
" itom the fear of future resentment."* 
' Is 

• Minute, Juna 1789. 
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Is this a character which the dictates of huioanity would 
induce us to place in power over the people? Shall we 
transfer the duty of the ^' solid improvement of the coun- 
try ". from oursdves into the hands of a chuss of persons, 
such as are here but too faithfully described ? 

It is a point, I conclude, now fully settled, that the 
law, as well as the custom of India, gave to the cultivator 
before described the right ofpossessum. To give, therefore, 
^^ a right of property in the $foil," as Lord Cornwallis did 
by t)ie permanent settlement to the zumeendars, was vir- 
tually, if not absolutely^ depriving the people of their 
right, and transferring it to others. Yes, I am told ; but 
his lordship did not anticipate that the zumeendars would 
remove the cultivators: it was not intended that they 
should hffcve that power. His lordship, in fact, states the 
supposition as an absurdity. ** Why," says he, " should 
^^ they remove one man to take in another?" And he 
secured the people in their most valuable privil^e, by 
enacting that the ^^ landholders should not increase the 
^^ pergunnah rates of rent, as heretofore established." 
The zumeendar might, however, oust for non-payment of 
rent: and the amount of that rent might be fixed by the 
proprietor at any sum, however exorbitant, because the 
pergunnah rates were not uniform nor specified; and 
therefore, were the poor man able to drag his landlord 
through all the sinuosities of our courts, neither the per- 
gun^iah rate nor the exorbitancy could he prove against 
him. Consequently, unless he chose to submit, he must 
be ousted. 

Lord Cornwallis tells us, " that Mr. Shore's proposi- 
^^ tion, that the landholders shall be obliged to grant 
" pottahs to their ryots, in whieh shall be entered the 

M 3 <' amount 
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*< amount of their rents, and that no ryot shall be liable 

<* to pay more than is specified in Ms pottah, if duly j 

** enforced by the collectors, will soon obviote the objec- 

f^ tions to fixed assessment, founded on the undefined 

" state of the demands of landholders upon the ryots/'* 

But it so happens, that neither the zumeendar nor the 
ryot are willing to grant or receive pottahs : the fimner, 
that he may exact the utmost; and the latter, thi^ he 
may not be bound beyond what be may be able to per- 
form; both proceeding from the same cause, that want of 
good faith which is universal, and seemingly the leglti-^ 
mate offipring of the ill-defined situation in which the 
parties are unha^^ily placed. , 

The inconsistency, however, of an enactment not \xi 
increase the rents of ah estate, with a declaraticm of ft 
proprietary right, is obvious enough. Btit having' be- 
stowed the absolute property of the schI, absolute power 
over it naturally followed, if it did not accompany the 
grant; and to attempt to contri^ the effects of this by a 
legislative order, displayed, in no small degree, a want 
of knowledge of the science of government and of man- 
kind, which the best of men are often found most void of. 



Thus, with every desire to do good, did Lord Com- 
wallis humanely commit the most manifest injustice, 
which those who follow him, as advocates for the perma- 
nent settlement, wish to extend, notwithstancMng the 
experience of thirty years, which 'his lordship had not, 
but which they have, to guide their judgment. 

An intelligent person, speaking of the zillah of Juan- 
pore, 

♦ Minute, 3d February 1790. 
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pore in 1819, on this subject, writes as follows : ^^ the &ct 
*^ is, that though the settlement which government made 
^^ with the aiimeendiu^ is unchangeable, and though these 
** persons have no right to raise the rents upon tenants 
" who live on the soil, or to oust them while they pay 
^^ their rents regularly; and although there is, at the twry 
^^ leastj one^third more land in cultivation now than at 
^^ the time of the penhanent settlement, the rent of land 
*< has risen three^fM, and no zumeendar will accept of 
rent in kind (that is half the produce,) who can by any 
means, &ir and unfair, get his rent in cash. The 
zumeendar has various means of evading the right of 
^ the resident tenant to h<^d his land at a ft»d rate, 
*^ independent of their power, by the regulations to oust 
** on failure of regular payment of rent, of which they 
^ seldom ful to avail themselves. Should a Kumeendarry 
be sold by government for arrears of revenue, all leases 
become void (by the Regulations) $ and a very improve- 
** able estate is frequently thrown in arrears to govern- 
'* ment, that it may be sold to void the leases, and pur- 
** chased by the owner. Except for this purpose, from dis- 
** putes among joint proprietors, and intrigues in various 
** departments, I believe estates are seldom sold. The 
<* settlement is so light, that all arrears of revenue fflrise 
*^ from the above causes. 

" Now, from three tb four rupees are given per beegah 
*^ for land to cultivate indigo : formerly, one rupee ten 
*< anas to two rupees eight anas wa$ the usual value. On 
^^ an average, it may be fairly stated, that of the land 
" held by resident tenants on lease, by brahmins and 
** rajpoots, seven-tenths have risen from ten anas per 
*^ beegah to one rupee eight aftas; and of the liunds held 
*' by the lower cast* of .cultivators, half has risen from 
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*^ one rupee to two rupees eight anas, one-fourth from 
" one rupee eight anas to four rupees, and one-feurth 
*' from two to five rupees* With such an inducement to 
^^ oust the ancient tenants, it is not to be wondered at 
^^ though every landholder should exert himself to do 
" so," &c. 

So much for the question cS htimamty. Mr. Cole- 
brooke next combats the objections which had been 
started by his opponents, on the score of our deficiency 
of information. He says, ^^ the settlement, even if tern-' 
" porary, must (Q. why, must) be made, in the first in-> 
*^ stance, with the landholders or farmers. Minute scru- 
*^ times would be vainly undertaken ; they would harass 
'* the people with no real benefit to government; and< 
** without such minute and vexatious scrutinies and mear 
*^ surements, the same complaints of insufficiency of infor- 
<^ mation, obtained from the general inquiries or from 
« accounts of doubtful accuracy, would be made at any 
^^ future period/' This was urged almost in the same 
terms by Lord Cornwallis, in 1790f 

But, in answer to these assumptions^ for they are mere 
assumptions, I may justly say, that we certainly possess 
infinitely more information than at that period was pos- 
sessed; and after the labours of Colonel Reade and 
Munro, and many other valuable revenue servants, the 
Company need not despair of having not only every infor- 
mation, but of being able to profit by it in practice 
throughout India. 

Nor is there any necessity for making a settlement with 
^^ fiurmers," or any class of intermediate personages; 
because, not only the village settlement, but even the 

field 
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field settlement, has been, and may easily be effected 
wiiit tl»e husbandman.. 

I also believe that minute scrutinies might not be 
^^ vainly undertaken ; " because they have been success^ 
fully executed, and it has not been found that the people 
have felt harassed by them. Nor is it likely that they 
should; inasmuch as the people are perfectly accustomed* 
to siich minutias of scrutiny, however much the head 
zumeendars have been accustomed to be dealt with by the 
lump, in tibeir transactions with us* Finally, while such 
minute scrutiny would be of real benefit to government,^ 
and I believe not less so to the people, the result of it 
would obviate all doubts as to accuracy of information^ 

It is, I a^^nrehend, quite impossible to levy, with com- 
mon fairness towards the people, even an extensive land 
revenue, without the most minute, scrutiny. Common 
justice reiquires it. Unless, indeed, it shall be maintained 
that we can act towards them blindfold, more equitably 
than we could with our eyes open and thfjproughly informed. 
Minute scrutiny is to be deprecated only, when it is made 
with the view to oppress the people, instead of imposing, 
equally, a moderate assesKsment 

Next we are told of the policy of the measure. " It is 
" of the utmost importance, it is essential for the safety 
" of the state," says Mr. Colebrooke, " to conciliate the 
" great body of landed proprietors, to attach to the Bri- 
" tish government this class of persons, whose influence 
^^ is most permanent and most extensive." And again : 
thie landholders enjoying their estates under a moderate 
assessment fixed in perpetuity, are not ignorant that a 
" change of government would be followed by the exac- 

" tion 
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" tion of an enluincsd assessment, && 14 on the oon- 
*^ trary, the utmost revenue be exacted, the huidholders 
^^ have nothing to fear, and every thing to hope from a 
" change*" 

This is a fair oopj almost of paragraph 95 of Lord 
Comwallis' minute of the 3d Febmarj 1790. ^' In ease 
^* of a foreign invasion," says his Lordship, && See his 
Lordship's minute. But the fact is, that the ^^ great bodj 
^ of landed proprietors," to whom the above does in 
reality^ though not intentionally, iq>ply, are just that dass 
of people which t)ie permanent settlement of Bengal has 
completely destroyed, and instead of conciliating, has 
blotted out from among the different gradations of society 
in that province. The village cultivating zumeendars, 
ihe best ol the people, honest, manly, independent men, 
that are now to be met with in every village of the upper 
provinces, the younger branches of whose families crowd 
our armies and crawn them with incessant victory — ^the 
permanent settlement has annihilated tliis class of men in 
the lower provincjMs, or totally and entirely changed their 
character. 

It is not only beneficial to, but unquestionably an indis* 
pensable obligation upon every government, to conciliate 
its subjects; but such men as the real landed proprietors, 
the most valuable men in the country, require not any 
particular conciliation. They are satisfied with the pos- 
session of their rights and protection in that possessiQn : 
an act, therefore, whidh., in the neighbouring province of 
Bengal, has in its effects destroyed those rights, ought not 
surely to be had recourse to as a conciliatory measure, in 
our adjacent, and more recently acquired dominions. 

The 
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The remaining part of the proposition, ^ that land- 
^ holders enjcyying their estates under a moderate assess- 
** ment in perpetuity, would be satisfied without our 
government and not wish for a change ; whereas if, on 
the contrary, the utmost revenue be exacted, they would 
have nothing to fear and every thing to hope from a 
change,'' is stated in a loose and illogical manner, but 
is in &ct a truism. That is, a fnoderai^ rent in perpetuity 
would be preferred to an exaction of the utmost revenue : 
t rack-rent* True ; and true, also, whether '* in perpe- 
tuity'* or not. A rack-rent, perpetuated, would be no 
cause ibr satisfaction. The moakrtxti&n of the assessment 
is not the question between us : all agree as to that. It 
is the question of the perpetuity of a moderate rent that we 
are discussing. 

The village zumeendars of the upper provinces are not 
afraid of being turned out : they never have been turned 
out. The practice of ousting such people was introduced 
into India only by the permanent settlement ; and to tell 
such men that they shall hold their villages in perpetuity, 
if understood at all, would be considered by them as a kind 
of matter of course speech, without value'or import. 

We are next told that the permanent settlement has 
secured the tranquillity of the lower provinces ; and it is 
added somewhat prophetically by Mr. Colebrooke, " when- 
" ever the internal peace of the Ceded and Conquered 
*" Provinces shall be as well secured, nearly the whole 
" military establishment will be available for the purposes 
<* of active warfare. No measure would more essentially 
" contribute to this very desirable end than that of a per- 
" manent settlement." 

The 
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The fact is, that the upper provinces are really as tran. 
quil as the lower provinces ; and I will venture to adcU 
that, if reference be made to dates of conquest and cession^ 
and to events, it will be found, that the upper Conquered 
and Ceded Provinces became more speedily tranquil with- 
out the permanent settlement, than the lower provinces 
did with it. The circumstance of a greater number of 
troops being stationed in the upper provinces than, in the 
lower provinces has nothing to do with the internal state of 
the country, but with its frontier situation; and those very. 
troopS) it must not be forgot, tend to preserve the tran- 
quillity of the lower, as well as of the upper provinces., , 

A last further reason for concluding a permanent settle- 
ment of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces stated by 
Mr. Colebrooke is, "that temporary settlements afford 
" opportunities of frauds ; and the purity of the civil ser- 
vice of the Company on this establishment, fixed on a 
basis apparently secure, by Lord Cornwallis' system, 
" would be inevitably lost in the long continuance of tem- 
** porary settlements of the revenue in the extensive pro- 
" vinces above Benares.'* 

I am not prepared to admit either that Lord Corn- 
wallis' principle of high salaries, here alluded to, did 
secure the purity of the civil service ; far less that tempo, 
rary settlements of the Ceded Provinces would inevitably 
destroy the undoubted purity of that honourable class of 
public servants. But were government put in possession 
of ample data, founded on minute scrutiny, which Mr. 
Colebrooke so much deprecated, their revenue officers 
might form the settlement of the diitoicts from such data, 
on basis which should render it difficult for any individual 
to be impure, without being so liable to detection that the 
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risk would over-balance the profit ; and government would 
then, in every case, possess the means of judging them* 
selves whether there were grounds of suspicion. Occasional 
changes of situation, too, among the revenue officers, 
would facilitate discovery, both of fraud and of the re- 
sources of the country. 

Sudi occasional changes of their charge, among officers 
of high trust and extensive discretionary power, would, I 
venture to presume, be highly beneficial to the public 
interest. The risk of detection by a successor would prove a 
istrong check to the fraudulent; and of those who are pure, 
if the individual moved happen to be an able and upright ser- 
vant, his presence elsewhere will be highly advantageous, 
where he may relieve one whose qualifications are less 
estimable : and thus, in time, every district would derive 
the benefit of the highest order of talents the service af- 
forded, till at length the system would be at least very 
highly improved. 

It may lastly he remarked, that the most sanguine op- 
ponents of the permanent settlement do not recommend 
annual, no| even frequent settlements ; but, on the con- 
trary, most of them are advocates for settlements of con- 
siderable duration : so that frequency of opportunity to be 
dishonest would not exist; and consequently, the measure 
would^ prove at least less detrimental to the morals of the 
honourable Company's civil service. But it by no means fol- 
lows, were the settlement even frequent, that the assess- 
ment should be always altered ; the rates per beegah, per- 
haps, not at all. Any diminution of revenue would 
immediately call forth investigation ; so that the former 
settlement would limit the power of the corrupt to the 
narrow field of increased cultivation. 

The 
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The Bengal government of 1813, however, take at least 
a more plausible view of the permanent settlement than 
those who would have that settlement even at the ex- 
pense of a great diminution of revenue. In their gene- 
ral letter of dbe 17ch July 1813, whidi state paper was 
considered, probably, by those who framed it, to ex- 
haust the subject : in that letter, the Bengal government 
say, that ^^ if the permanent settlement were calculated 
** to reduce the pecuniary resources of the government 
^* below the means which might otherwise be drawn fix>m 
*^ the country, they must have hesitated to recommend it : 
^^ but in our judgment, taking any.period of years, govern** 
*' ment will derive a greater revenue, widiin that period* 
^* from the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, than couldf 
*^ with any sort of reason, be expected to be drawn ftom 
« those territories under temporary assessment."* 

This is a very plausible introduction to snch a subject; 
and, in the absence of facts, the high authority whenae l&s 
opinion comes must give it more than ordinary weight. 
I do not say more against it, than merely to state that, at 
the very time this letter was composed, commencing with 
1807, " the resources of thfe government" were increa»ng 
at the rate of three and a half per cent, per annum ; in 1814 
they had increased fifty-five and a half lacs, and in 18&0, 
seven years only after the date of the above letter, seventy- 
five laos of rr^es, under temporary assessments. 

How different the nature of a permanent settlement ! It is 
essential to the nature of a permanent settlement, or limita- 
tion of the land revenue of a coimtry, that its amount shall 
diminish ; not m^ely fi*om the depreciation of currency. 

NbtUtig 
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Nothing can remain stationary ; every tlung is liable to 
change ; but no change can operate to the adrantoge of 
government. That whidb cannot increase must decrease. 
You cannot, under permanent settlement, raise the rent 
ftfany one estate ; but many estates, by neglect or misman- 
agement of owners, or ^vesn by unavoidable ^ calamity, 
must become depreciated* The j umma cannot be realised : 
the owner is mined, the estate is sold, nobody will buy 
it» What is the consequence ? The jumma must be re- 
duced: government are the los^s; and the permanent 
settlement has shut up every mode of reimbursement. A 
neighbouring estate ha« perhaps gained as mudai, by par- 
tial dluvion, or by increased value of its productions, to 
supply the ne^hbouring town before supplied by both : 
yet no reimbursement xx> government. The permanent 
setdement, thcDefore, is a^ system of finance, which carries 
within itsdtf the seeds of destruction of the resources of 
die govermnent; jmd therefore, on their own prindple^ 
the goveniment ought to have ^^ hesitated to recommend 
it." 

Hie ktt^ then goes on, professing to ireply to (refute) 
the dbjjecdons stated by the Honourable Court of Direc*^ 
tocts to tlie immediate conclusion of a permanent settle*^ 
meat. B«it the ol^ecdoss of the HonouraUe Court are 
not so easi^ refiited. They Bxe stated to be. 



Fii«t. Defective information. Bengal has been 
ty years in omr possessios, and yet- imp^ectly known. 

Secondly. The disappointment experienced in Sene- 
gal in being <unable to augment the oth^ bpanches of 
revenue. 

Thirdly. The indxpediency of fimdi a setti^ndnt, widi 

reference 
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reference to the peculiar character of the natives of the 
upper provinces. 

Fourthly. Loss from the depreciation of the* precious 
metals. 



4i 



To the JlrH the answer of the Bengal government is, 
you think our information must be in proportion to our 
length of possession of the country : But there can be 
no grounds for 'this, if the nature of the accounts and 
'^ sources of information are considered. These are the 
** accounts deposited in the offices of the collectors them- 
^^ selves, or what are usually called the sudder serishia^ 
*^ the zumeendars' accounts, and the accounts of the ca- 
*^ noongoes and putwaries. The three latter descriptions 
*^ of accounts may be fabricated; but this objection must 
" apply equally whether the settlement be permanent or 
** temporary." True : but in the one case, the errors may 
be corrected next settlement; in the other, never! and 
moreover, these are not by aiiy means the only sources 
of information attainable. 
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If, again/' they continue, ^' those documents cannot 
<^ be relied upon, the idea of a permanent setdement 
'^ must be abandoned; for, generally speaking, there are 
f^ absolutely no other documents which can.be applied to 
** the object in view." Now this is precisely what the 
Court say; that government are, as yet, in possession of 
no documents or information on which to form the settle- 
ment. But surely government did not mean to say that 
no better data or information can be obtained than the col- 
lectors' sudder serishta, or ^^ falsifiable, if not fabricated 
" zumeendars' or canoongoes' accounts"? .These ac- 
counts are good for as much as ought to^be required of 

them ; 
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them ; namely, as a guide through a more minute inves- 
tigation,' to which a long period of years must be devoted. 

ITie government, in 1790, also asserted the extent and 
accuracy of their information, and their own superior 
capability to carry into effect the permanent settlement 
Lord Cornwallis says, " I must declare that I am clearly 
of opinion, that this government will never be better 
qualified, at any given period whatever, to make an 
equitable isettlement of the land revenue."* Very confi- 
dently, and no less modestly expressed ! But, probably, 
his Lordship's followers and disciples in the permanent 
settlement controversy would prove apostates on this 
point. 

"It may be urged," continues this letter, "that this 
" want of information furnishes a strong argument for 
** those local surveys and valuations your honourable 
" court recommends. We^ however, are adverse to them. 
" They may have answered at Madras or Bombay; We 
" know not that they have ; but the experience in Bengal* 
formerly is adverse to them. - The chicanery' and cor- 
ruption practised by the large body of natives necessar- 
** rily employed, and the heavy expense, have led to their 
^' being relinquished ; and we are satisfied that the most 
** experienced and capable of the revenue officers would 
" deem the revival of it an evil." 

Here I may observe, that the revival of the practice of 
chicanery and corruption would indeed be an evil; but I 
cannot see how the minute ascertainment of the resources 
of the country could be deemed an evil by any set of men 
whatever: atpractice, too, either really observed, or sup- 

N posed 

♦ MinuU, 3d February 1790. 
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poted to have obtainodfor ages of ages throughout all India. 
Eonnerly cormptum and ducanery were very prcvakait 
in every department of our Indian government. Times 
are vastly dianged, I am happy to say, for the better; 
nor do I see the necessity of confiding implieitly in »*- 
tive agency, in any department: and there can be no 
doubt, were government rigidly to adopt as a rule taen*- 
jdoy n<me but able men in this department, that Ac most 
e&x^ent control might be, and would be, established by 
the iAUX)pean officers over all ni^ves that should be em- 
ployed undtf them. 

I have only farther to notice on this point, the espreft- 
sion of government as to the opinion of the most experi- 
enced and capable of their revenue officers against surveys. 
Allowing the individuals alluded ' to credit for an ample 
diare of talent, their opinions could be fcHrmad only on 
conjecture, aided perhaps by the perusal of the official 
reeords. of the " good old times," when such surveys 
were attcbnpted. None of them could speak from ac- 
tual experience ; whereas we have actud e^tperience to 
speak against them^ in recent times, in otter quarters of 
India. 

» 

Those surveys, 8cc. ane stated as ^^i)eing peculiarly 
" unsuited to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, where 
" the lands are generally parcelled out into sm^l {Wo- 
perties, the joint-owners being themselves the cultiva- 
tors. A minute scrutiny into the resources of estates 
is, consequently, far more difficult than when the lands 
" are held by tenants, under a superior zume^idar ; the 
measurement there ascertaining the rents payable to 
the zumeendar preparatory to the fixing of the public 
" demand." 

Now, 
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Now, as siicb scrutiny is admitted to aflfect all, botk 
cultivators and zameendar, as it must be evident th&t a 
superior zumeeiidar would, at least, be as unwilling to have 
his estate subjected to this scrutiny as an inferior owner and 
cultivator would be, I cannot see how the absence of the 
difficulties which a superior zumeendar would be able to 
throw in the way (and assuredly he would be disposecl to 
do so) of su(ch a scrutiny ought to render it ^^ far more 
difficult," where there are only small proprietors cultivators. 
The effect of the survey, &c., to the cultivator, in either 
case, would be the same, because it would develop the 
resources of his lands: the intervention of a superior 
zumeendar would, in no way, save him from this. But, 
at all events, the argument is only good, to shew the 
difficultp, not the impracticability of the measure. 

Colonel Munro does not state any great difficulty he 
experienced, nor any disposition on the part of the peo- 
ple, to withhold information: or if they did, he took 
measures for obtaining it from disinterested neighbours 
He tells us, ** he made them their own assessors." 1 o 
measure and assess, by whole villages, in many cases 
would be found suffici^t. The joint^copartenary pro- 
prietors would equalize the assessment among themselves, 
according to their several shares, if amicably disposed to 
one another ; if not, there would be no fear of want of 
information from the conflicting interests of parties. 

Whether such surveys, and minute scrutiny into the 
^resources of the country, have answered at Madras and 
Bombay, as they were carried into effect there^ l.will not 
pretend to say ; but this I will maintain, that until it shall 
be established that good information is less likely to lead 
to happy results in practice than bad information, u^til 

N 2 knowledge 
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knowledge shall be proved to be less useful than ignorance, 
that such minute scrutiny must be beneficial. But at 
Madras, and in Bombay, and in Bengal, the best mea-* 
sures may be attended with baneful concomitants, which 
may convert their good into evil. If accurate investiga- 
tion be only a prelude to rack-rent and extortion, I would 
call it an evil, as I should the knowledge of anatomy to 
an executioner, who rfpplied his knowledge only that he 
might torture his victim with greater accuracy of excru- 
ciation ; but, possessed by the intelligent, able, and bene- 
volent officer of government, who applied his accurate 
information to^the equalization qfihenuxierate burden of the 
state among an industrious people, who were all of them 
willing to bear his fair and just proportion, but no more, 
such information must be a blessing to . the country gene- 
rally, and to the individuals concerned particularly; who, 
instead of opposing, would doubtless forward its attain* 
ment. The late lamented Surveyor-General of India, 
Colonel Colin Mackenzie, . has often told me, that in his 
extensive surveys on the coast, he found the natives ex- 
tremely willing to afford every kind of information. 

The expense of such investigation is, of course, a fit 
subject for consideration. But, as that is a matter of cal- 
culation, the question is not very . intricate. Colonel 
Munro's survey and analysis of the resources of the Ceded 
Districts under him, he calculated would cost four per 
cent, on the revenue of one year ; but, in co^nsequence of 
his attention having been taken from it to other public 
duties, he took nearly five years to complete it; and, 
instead of four, it cost five per cent. At four per cent, 
on the revenue of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces of 
Bengal, the expense would amount to about twelve lacs 

of rupees. 

Colonel 
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Colonel Munro's report of the method he adopted in 
forming the ryotwar settlement of the Ceded Districts is 
highly interesting. The following extracts will shew his 
plan of procedure. The first is' the description of the 
survey, 

" It (the survey)," says he, " was begun in June 1802, 
*' by four gomastahs of my cutchery, who were, at that 
♦* time, the only persons in the ceded districts who un- 
" derstood land-measuring. It proceeded very slowly at 
" first, from the want of hands; but, several of the inhabi- 
" tants being instructed every month, the number of sur- 
** veyors,' by the eiid of the year, amounted to fifty, and 
was, in the course of the following one, augmented to 
a hundred. The surveyors were at first formed into 
parties of six, but afterwards of ten; to each of which 
" a head surveyor, or inspector, was appointed. With 
** the exception of hills and rocks, all land, of whatever 
** kind, was measured. All roads, sites of towns and vil- 
" lages, beds of tanks and rivers, wastes and^ jungles, 
" were included in the survey. Ancient wastes were 
'* usuallv measured in extensive lots, to be subdivided 
'* hereafter as they may be occupied; but, when it could 
be conveniently done, they were also frequently divided 
into fields of the ordinary size. As all fields that have 
ever been cultivated have names, they were distin- 
guished in the survey registers by these names, and 
also by a particular number affixed to each, in the 
** order in which it was measured. The surveyors used 
*' every where the same standard-measure : a chain of 
thirty-three feet, forty of which made an acre. They 
were paid by the acre, at such a rate at it was supposed 
" would enable them, with diligence, to earn about six 
** pagodas monthly. They were encouraged to be expe- 
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^^ ditioiU by die hope of ^n; and deterred, at the same 
*^ time^ from being inaccurate through haste, by the fear 
'^ of dismission ; for no false measurement beyond ten per 
*^ cent, in dry land, and five per cent in wet, whether 
^^ proceeding from negligence, from haste, or deagn, 
" was ever excused : and the frequent instances of loss of 
^^ employment, on this account, that occurred during the 
" early part of the survey, soon rendered the surveyors 
^ so cautious, that their measurement was afterwards, in 
" general, sufficiently correct. The vacancies that were 
*^ continually happening among them from dismission^ 
^^ and more frequently from sickness, were at all times 
" easily filled up, from among a number of pAsons who 
** always attended them vidth the view of being instructed 
'^ and employed ; but these persons, on being appointed, 
" were, in order to guard against partiality, sent to the 
" party of a head surveyor, different from th^t by whom 
^^ they had been reported as qualified. 

** The head surveyors, or inspectors, examined the 
** measurementof the surveyors placed under their charge. 
** They were paid by the month# To have paid them by 
*^ the acre woul4 have^ defeated the end of their appoint- 
*(' ment, by preventing them from examining carefully 
<< and deliberately the operations of the under survqrors. 
^< But, to guard against remissness, and to leave them at 
** the same time sufficient leisure for investigation, they 
^ were required to measure monthly one-tenth of the 
** quantity of land fixed for a surveyor. They were not 
^^ permitted to make this measurement all at once, in the 
" course of a few days, but were obliged to make it gra- 
^^ dually and uniformly throughout the month, by taking 
" a few fields every day. The whole of the inspectors 
** were frequently removed from one party to Another, 

" because 
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<* because by rematnilig toa long, with one party they were 
<^ apt to entertain partialities and enmitiea, and to pass 
^^ over the fake isiieaaurement of some surveyors while 
'^ they exaggerated the trifling errors of others ; and| for 
*^ these causes^ many inspectors were at different tim^ 
V dismissed* Both inspectors and surveyors were^ at first^ 
allowed a share of (he produce of all extra collections 
and unauthorized enaums which they brought to light ; 
^* but as they often earned more in this way than by d^ ' 
<^ survey, and with less labour, it was soon found tiiat 
<< the survey was impeded by these investigations, and it 
^^ therefore became necessary to confine them to the single 
*^ object of measuring the land^ 

<< The surveyors were ft>llowed by assessors; two of 
^^ whom were allotted for the assessment of the land mea- 
^' sured by each party of ten surveyors^ Hie assessor, on 
^ arriving in a village, went ov^r the laiid with the potaUj 
^ eunrnniy and ryots, and arranged it in different classes, 
^ according to its quality. In all villages, the land, both 
<^ wet and dry, had from ancient custom been divided 
^ into first» second^ and thitd sort, agreeably to their 
^supposed respective produce; but these divisions not 
*^ being sufllciently minute for a permaneht assessment, 
^ the classes of wet land in a village we^e oflen increased 
¥ to five or six, and those of dry to eight or ten. - The 
^ dassiftcation was made rather by the potail, ciimun), 
^^ and ryots, than by the assessor ; for he adopt^ their 
^' opinion, unless he saw evident cause to believe that it 
'* was wrong, when a reference Wa^ made to the head 
** ryots of any of the neighbourihg Villages, who fixed the 
^^ class to wHi($h the land in dispute «hot(ld' belong. The 
^^ quality of the land^ where a|l other cifcuihstimces were 
^^ equal, determined its class ; but allowance was made 
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'* for distance from the village, and every other incident, 
^^ by which the expense of cultivation was augmented. 
'* The ryots were directed to be careful in classing the 
*' land, as the whole of any one class would be assessed 
*^ at the same rate; but they were not told what that rate 
*' would be, because it was apprehended that they would 
*^ be induced, by such information, to enter a great deal 
^* of the better sort of land in the inferior classes. It was 
*^ discovered, however, after a trial of a few months, that, 
'^ by following this mode, the potbil and ryots not seeing 
immediately the effects of classification, were not suffi- 
ciently impressed with its importance ; and sometimes 
" by entering too much land in the higher classes, andsome^ 
'^ times in the lower, the assessmentof some villages became 
*^ more than they could possibly pay, and that of others 
" much less than they had ever paid before. To obviate 
^^ this mischief, the lands were both classed and assessed 
^^ at the same time ; by which means the ryots perceiving 
'< at once the effect of classification, in raising or lower* 
^* ing their own individual rents, felt the necessity of 
^^ making it with care. After this principle was adopted, 
^^ the classification was in general 'sufficiently accurate; 
** except that, in some instances, the land of potails, cur- 
** nums, and a few head ryots, were inserted in too low 
** a class. These irregularities, however, were usually 
" corrected, either on, the spot by the assessor, with the 
<< advice of the ryots of the adjacent villages, or after- 
^^ wards, by persons appointed to revise his assessment 

** As the assessor did not always rectify ft>audulent 
^^ classification, but sometimes remained ignorant of it 
** from negligence, or connived at it from bribery, and 
^' as it was impossible to ensure from so many, individuals 
** a punctual observance of the same method of propeed- 

« ing, 
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** ing,' it was. thoi^ht advisable^ for the sake of preserving 
" uniformity, and of checking abuses, to appoint five 
" head assessors, selected from the most intelligent of the 
** ordinary assessors. Each head assessor had four ordi- 
** nary ones under him : his business was to review their 
*^ clasidfication and assessment, and to correct them when 
" wrong. He looked particularly to the classification of 
*' the lands of such persons as he suspected might have 
** been favoured by the assessors; and when he was con- 
'* vinced, both from his own opinion and that of the 
principal ryots of the neighbouring villages, that par- 
tiality had been shown, he transferred such lands to 
** higher classes ^and, in the same manner, when he 
** found that the lands of any ryots were classed too high, 
'* he removed them to their proper classes. If he saw no 
'^ occasion for changing land from one class to another, 
*^ he examined whether whole classes were not assessed 
^^ too high or low, and raised or depressed them to dif- 
^^ ferent rates, wherever it appeared that an alteration 
^^ was necessary ; but he was not permitted to make any 
** alterations in the accounts of the ordinary assessor. 
** Such alterations as he thought requisite were entered in 
** those accounts, in columns left for that purpose; so 
^^ that when the settlement came to be finally made, in 
** the collector's cutchery, all alterations might be seen, 
" and the reasons examined upon which they were 
** grounded. As an interval of one or two months usually 
** elapsed between the investigation of the ordinary as- 
" sessor and that of the head one, there was full time for 
** every ryot to ascertain whether his own land was pro- 
perly, classed; and, 'if he thought that it was n<)t, he 
had an opportunity of stating his objections to him on 
" his arrival in the village : and, as the ryots of all. the 

" neighbouring 
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^^ neighbouring villages were assembledy the head 

^^ by means of atbitrators from among them, easily d^ei*- 

** mined all complaints of this nature. 

'^ If entire dependence could have been placed on the 
*^ judgment and impartiality of the head assessor?, nothing 
*^ more would, have been required, in fixing the as9ess^ 
^* ment, than to have adopted their estimates^ but as 
^^ these esytimates. were sometimes incorrect, and as they 
^^ would have been still more so had the assessors be^i 
" relieved from the fear of a future examination, the 
*^ whole €^ the classification and assessment underwent a 
*^ complete investigation, in the colleclU's cutchery. On 
*^ this occassion, all the patails, curnums, and principal 
« ryots of every village in the district to be settled, were as- 
^^ sembled at the cutchery. The business was begun by 
*' fixing the sum which was to be the total revenue of the 
^* district* This was usually efiected by the collector in a 
^^ few days, by comparing the collections under the native 
<^ princea under the Con^ny's government from its com- 
^^ mMioement, the estimates of the ordinary and head as- 
^* sessors and the opinions of the most intelligent natives; 
^^ and, after a due consideration of the whole, adopting 
^^ such a sum as it was thought would be the fair asses$^ 
f ^ ment of the district in its present state, or what the in- 
^^ habitatits in similar cdrcumstances, under a native go- 
^' vemment, would have regarded as somewhat below the 
^< usual standard. The amount fixed by tl^ colfeciior was 
^ usually from five to fifteen per cent lower than the es- 
^ tiiiwtes pf the assessors; for it is the nature o£ aasess- 
^ ment, proceeding from single fields to whole dist^ict^ 
^^ and taking each field at its supposed average produce, 

to make the aggregate sum greater thaai what, can be 

easily 
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^^ easily realized. Afierfixii^acertainsuinfortbedis^ict, 
^^ it next remained to determine what share of this sum 
^ was to be imposed on each village. Had the detailed as- 
** sessment been perfectly correct, it might have been done 
** at once by an uniform remission of five or ten per cent. 
** to every field ; but, as this was always objected to by 
** many of the inhabitants, who thought their imids were 
^ not so favmirably assessed bs those of their neighbours, 
^' either in the same or other villageifii, it therefore became 
^^ necessary to examine again the assessment of every vil- 
lage. Such villages as claimed more than the average 
remission were investigated by the principal ryots of 
other villages ; Shd each claim Vas admitted, either fully, 
or with such modification as both> parties agreed upon. 
The extra remission thus granted to one set of villages 
^* was to be deducted fi*om another ; and it was effected in 
*^ the same maimer, by employing the ryot9 of other viK 
^^ lages. After settling what proportion of the whole r&- 
^^ mission was to be allowed to each village, it was still 
<< necessary to ascertain whether or not any alteration was 
<^ requisite in the classification of lands. In some vil^- 
'^ lages, where none appeared to be necessary, and where 
^^ no objections were made, the classification of the head 
*< assessor was confirmed, and the rent of each class,, and 
" consequently of each field, determined at cmce, by 
lowering the assessment by the rate of remission granted 
to the viUage. In those villages where complaints were 
" made of the classification, the objections were exam- 
ined ; and, if they were allowed to be just by ryots not 
interested in the matter, the necessary alterations were 
^^ made. Complaints of.whdb classes being rated tod high 
^^ or too low, were much mOxefrequent than those of par- 
^^ ticular fields, being entered in a wrong class, because 
" each ryot, knowing the produce of his own and iiis 

" neighbours' 
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" neighbours' lands, took care to see, where their quali-' 
^^ ties were equal, that his own were not placed in a higher 
^^ class by the assessors ; but he was not so anxious about 
*^ the rate at which the class was assessed, as he con- 
^^ sidered that, whatever it was, it would be as favour- 
^^ able to him as to others. Where some classes were rated 
" too high or too low, Jt was usually owing to the potai) 
^^ and curnum of the village contriving to make the as- 
^^ sessor underrate the class which contained most of 
** their own land, and overrate some other one, com- 
*^ posed principally of the land of the inferior ryots. But 
" as the collector's cutchery always inquired minutely 
^' into the assessment of the lands of the leading mea in 
^' each village, and ^ as the whole district was present at 
" the discussion, and every man ready to prevent another 
^^ from obtaining an advantage in which he did not him- 
*' self share, no fraudulent assessment of any consequence 
" could possibly be concealed. 

^^ The classification and assessment of the land having 
" undergone three several investigations, by the assessor,- 
" head assessor, and coDector's cutchery, and all objec^ 
** tions having been heard, and admitted when well found- 
" ed, nothing remained but to ascertain and register the 
" rent of every field. This was an easy operation; for 
" as each class of land had been already rated according 
" to its quality, it only remained to calculate the number 
" of acres in the field by two, three, or four fanams, as the 
" rate of the class might happen to be to which it belong- 
** ed. As this was a mere arithmetical process, it was 
" performed by persons hired for the purpose, who were 
" paid at the rate of one and a half cantaray fanams for 
" a hundred fields. They were superintended by two 

gomastahs from the cutchery : and when they had made 

" out 
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" out two Copies of the register , of fields, one for the col- 
" lector and the other for the tehsildar, the survey of 
" the district was closed for the time. It still, however, 
** remained to ascertain by experiment, whether the as- 
sessmient might not be too high in some cases. In the 
course of collecting the first year's survey rent, a list 
'' was made of such fields as were asserted by the cultiva- 
*' tors to be overrated. Their rent was, at the end of 
*' the year, again examined, in the presence of the prin- 
" cipal inhabitants, and either lowered, or confirmed, as 
** circumstances appeared to require. This was^he last 
" operation of the survey; and it usually occasioned a 
*' reduction of firom one-half to one and a half per fent. 
^ on the assessment. The equivalent might easily have 
" been made up from lands which had been underrated, 
" for the assessment was as often below as above the pro- 
" per point; but it was thought better, in this case, to 
^^ make no alterations, lest it should weaken the confidence 
" with which it was wished to impress the inhabitants in 
" the permanency of the survey rent. The final correc- 
tion, abovemendoned, has been made in all the dis- 
trictst which were settled by the survey rent in 1215; 
f* but in. those districts where the survey rent was not 
" established till. 1216, and. in those where it will not be 
** introduced till ; 1217, the correction cannot be effected 
" until^ 1217 in the one case, or till 1218 in the other. 
** It will occasion a decrease, of. about ten thousand pa- < 
^^ godas in the total assessment of the land inserted in the 
'^ statement. The mode of measuring and assessing the 
** land has been explained at so muchJength, that it can 
'* hardly be necessary to say more upon the subject; but 
" should any further information be required, it will -be 
** more easily gathered from . the accompanying copies 
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<^ (Nds. 1.2* 3* 4.) of instructions to 'surveyors and asses- 
** son, than fram any description whatever.'^- 

What remains of these interestmg documents will be 
seen in the Appendix, being much too long for insertion 
here, yet much too valuable to bfe entirely omitted. 

The above is the outline of the plan, by which the 
ryotwar a^essment, or settlement of the Ceded jyistricts of 
the presidency of Fort St. George, was effected by Colonel 
Sir Thbmas Munro. I think the document so valuable, 
that, however reluctant to make long extracts, I could not 
omit any part of it The instructions to the inferior 
agents will be found in the Appendix. 

It will be seen, that the data assumed for fixing the 
total amount of assessment, in any given district, or divi- 
sion, or purgunnah, as it is called in Bengal, were the 
collections under the native governments, under the Com- 
pany's government from its cmnmencemeni^ the estimates 
of the assessors and of intelligent natives, and a comparison 
of the whole, attending to present cultivation ; so that the 
duty of the assessors was chiefly the allotment of the total 
revenue of each village on the different fields, verifying, 
it must be observed, however, former assessments in the 
most satisfactory manner, by shewing the quantity of land 
cultivated and the rent paid. 

In concluding this extract, it is pleasing to mark the 
result of the labours of this invaluable officer, and to see 
that his services were appreciated, and ultimately rewarded. 
Mr. Petrie, a member of the Madras govamment at the 
lime, gives a summary view of the result of what had been 
effected. " He reviewed the services of Colonel Munro 

« in 
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^ iu tihe'Q&ded Distrietis, where he had raised the revenue 
** from twelve and a half to eighteen lacs of star pagodas 
** per annum, and the manners and habits of the people 
^^ in aihelioration and improvement had kept pace with 
** the increase of the. revenue. From disunited hordes 
♦* of lawless plunderers and freebooters, they are now as 
*^ far advanced in civilization and in submission to the 
** laws, a& any subjects under this government. TTie 
^ reventtes are collected with facility, every one seems 
*^ satisfied with his situdticm, and the regret of the people 
•* was universal on the departure of Colonel Munro.** 

And again : *' The example, we believcj is unparallel^ 
*' in the revenue annals of this presidency, of so extensive 
^^ a tract of country, with a body of inhabitants little ac- 
** customed to sttbjnit to the ruling authority, reduced 
^^ from confusion to order, and (in eight years) a mass bf 
^ r^enue, amounting to no less than 1,19,90,419 star 
*^ pagodas, being regularly, and at length readily collected, 
*^ with a remii^ion on the whole of only 3,415 pagodas, 
♦* being one fanam and twenty-two cash per cent."* 

In opposition to this, what weight can we give Co all the 
arguments of the Bengal government wi^ut trial of the 
measure? 

The General Letter of the Bengal government, to which 
I hdrVe been adverting, fardi^r admits, that there wtre 
errors committed in the settlement of Bengal ; and it 
notices, also, " th^ waming given to them by the Court of 
*^ Dire(^tors, by holding up to theAi the permanent settle* 
*^ ment of Dindigul, which failed entirely, and compelled 

" the 

* Madras General Letter. 
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^^ the government of Madras to have recourse to village 
" leases.'^ 



To the former (the admitted errors of the Bengal settle- 
ment) they oppose the regularity, propriety, and care of 
individual interests, with which the preparatory settlement 
of the Ceded and Conquered Provinces was made ; and 
to the latter, the success with which the revenue was re- 
alized, even to a balance in some districts as low as nine 
anas and five pice per cent. The jummas thus realized 
were, by Regulation X of 1807, to become the permanent 
assessment. " Thus," they conclude, " there can be little 
" error and no danger of a failure." 

But the measure of a permanent settlement, applied to 
the Indian possessions at all, is, in my estimation, essen- 
tially erroneous ; and no regularity, propriety, or care of 
incUvidual interests, can purge it of error. Tliat the 
revenue, if fixed at arlow rate, might doubtless be rea- 
lized, in spite of great error, impropriety. Or disregard of 
private or public interests, is sufficiently proved by the 
permanent settlement of Bengal : at least until the inherent 
tendency in a permanent settlement to diminish the govern- 
ment revenue, as above noticed, shall have operated suffi- 
ciently ; and then will end the realization of the revenue. 

The second point at issue in this letter is the Court'^ 
observation, ^* that the hopes entertained, at the period 
^* of the permanent settlement in Bengal, of raising a 
** revenue there from other sources, have failed." • The 
reply to this is : ^^ It is impossible to say to what extent 
** such hopes went; but, if you compare the produce of 
** the different branches of revenue stated in the margin, 

« {viz. 






{tii84 sait$ opium, spiricuoUd liquor^ custonisi stamps) 
you #ill find gredt iil<iredsfe," 



Now this does hot hppeat to itle to be dny ansrvret to th« 
observation of the C!ourt, All these branches of revenue 
(eit^^^t, indeed, the st^ttipi^ #hlch netted iti idll libOut 
fimr lacs), were in existeiid^ before the plerhWkfterit settle- 
nient Th^ hopes held otit at the permdhettt iettleiaieflt^ 
here alluded to by the Courts must evidently tefet to scnnrc^ 
dikir thftti those then ek&ting : to neW soiirces. We do ndt 
talk of " raiding a revenue ** froih adutcesi in being, but rf 
iluglneitting^ impTOving, oi* Ittci'isfasing it; and it Would 
not have been matter of hope, hnt of Certainty, tirtrt a^ 
the government befctoie mor^ regular, as^ bnt expferience 
increased, and good management prevailed, and moreover 
^<:k>iiqti^texleiided, the ^dttrcesof reftehue theft ei^i^ting 
wotild become more produ^ive, irtMA faftprove^ H^ amotiiit 
increase, erven widkout Any i^etereiHi^ io ifie talisrrifltnid 
dperattoii of the p^rmatieiit ieftl^oiieilt. Good Mandg^^ 
itient^ wonder^ increase dT'teriitdry, gt6at Increase of 
(rade^ both atiiong the £ur<)pean aiM native poptila-^ 
tion, ate littlly saHcieiit to^ aco6irnt for tke riieteui& in the 
branches of reV^iie alluded i6 ; dtid irbiitA be sd^ iti'- 
deed, were the increase nmeh gt^attt thati H teally is. 

The letter says, ^ the popetJidim will keep pdce Whi the* 
•* kiereassng nnpfirreMent of thetouhtry; coriseqti^Afly, 
'^ a greater demand for salt, opium, spirits and drugs, 
** customs and stamp duties, will increase: but so far 
*^ from realizing the hope of profiting by any new source 
** of revenue," the letter under review goes on to state, 
** But we confess that we rely more on the improvement 
" of the present resources than on imposing new taxes, 
** which is attended whh great, and, in the present state 

o '^ of 
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^^ of the country, insuperable difficulties." This alludes, 
doubtless, to the house*tax; which occasioned considerable 
riots throughput the country, as well in Bengal, Behar, 
and Benares, as elsewhere, and was ultimately abolished. 

It must be confessed, that in all this there is not much 
encouragement given to the Honourable Court to sanction 
the permanent limitation of the land-revenue; the prin- 
cipal and constitutional resource of the state. The stamp- 
duties were then a mere trifle : they were instituted in lieu 
of fees on law proceedings, and might perhaps be well 
laid out in ameliorating the administration of j ustice. The 
customs as yet are not great. In 1810-1 1 they did not 
realize above twenty-seven lacs of rupees.* 

The salt monopoly is productive. In 1810 the amount 
of sales exceeded the amount of charges by Current Rupees 
1,31,00,000, as appears in the accounts for that year laid 
before parliamentf Mr. Hastings is entitled to the chief 
merit of the formation of this source of revenue while yet 
in its infancy. In 1785, the sales are stated by him to 
amoimt to Sicca Rupees 53,00,000 ; and so rapid was the 
progress of its advancement, that the sum realized for 
that year exceeded that estimated by no less than 23,00,000 : 
and all this without the influence of a permanent settlement. 
Mr. Colebrooke states the average quantity of salt sold for 
five years, ending with 1793, at thirty-five lacs of maunds ; 

but 

* In 1819-20 the customs and town duties in the lower and upper provinces 

amounted to Sicca Rupees 65,42,953 

Charges 8,97,705 

Nett. 56,45,148 

See printed statement, June 1822. 

f In 1819-20, the amount of sales exceeded the charges, Sicca Rupees 
1,11,82,222.— /Wd. 



PERMANENT SETTLEMENT. 195 

but he calculates the quantity consumed in Bengal and 
Behar alone at forty lacs of maunds, exclusive of Benares.* 

The opium monopoly has been also productive. In 1810 
A the amount of sales exceeded that of the charges by about 
eighty-three lacs of current rupees, and exceeded the estimat- 
edamount, for the same year, about twenty-four lacs.f This 
rapid increase, I apprehend, would rather exceed the 
power of the permanent settlement, great as it may be. 
But I may remark in this place, that giving that settlement 
the most unlimited credit for ^^ increasing the population of 
the country," and by consequence, as the letter states, 
^'the consumption of opium and drugs," yet that children 
born of parentis united since 22d March 1793, the date 
^of the permanent settlement of Bengal, on the strength 
of the celebrated proclamation of that date, could \iot, in 
1813) have been great consumers of opium or of drugs I 

But in 1785 Mr. Hastings states the sale of opium to 
amount to about seventeen lacs. In 1799, six years after 
the permanent settlement, it fell to about eight lacs ; and, 
on an average of four years ending with 1811, under 
different management, it netted about sixty lacs.^ lii 
fourteen years, from 1785 to 1799, it fell eight lacs. In 
about the same space of time since that period it has risen 
nearly eighty. And is all this fluctuation the effects of 
the permanent settlement ? If so, it is but a very change- 
able consequence of so permanent a cause. 

The letter in question goes on farther to state, that 

o 2 - " although 

* Husbandry of Bengal. 

f In 1819-20, tbe excess in theamountof sales was Sicca Rupees 60^40,648. 
-—See printed Rtatement, June 1822. 

I Fiftli Report. 
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^ although the Kumeendars In Bengal have denied very 
<^ considerabk advantages from the improvenent of 
^' their estates, government has suffered no loss whatso- 
<< ^TQl*:" and ^^ft>r this plain reaacm; because, widiout 
<^ such settlement (permanent settlement)^ sudi improve^ 
^^ mentSt generally speakii^, wovld not have taken place.*^ 

But, I ask, is it no loss, after twenty years of the greatest 
exertions the greatest and most strenuous efforts to adxni- 
nister the government of the country, and to preserve its 
tranquillity, at enormous expense, that no part of this 
enormona expense has been, or oan be reimbursed ; and 
ihfttf «fter twenty years of this, we shall be content to 
receive a no greater, but rather a less return than at the 
commencement ? Does such exertion, toil, and improveu 
ment in every oAer branch of administraticMV i^equire no 
return ? and is it '^ no loss^'' that no advanti^ can be de* 
rived from the ^^ considerable advantages of the zumeen- 
dars,'* to those who have been the meims of securing to 
them those considerable advantages ? 

Suppose no farther conquest had bee^i effected, beyond 
the three provinces permanently assessed, that the revenue 
could not have been increased from the land, and that no 
new sources were available, as the government now ad- 
mit^ what would have been the situation of the Com^ 
pany^s affinrs hi Bengal at this moment ? Here the effects 
of a permanent limitation of the revenue will shew liiem- 
selves. 

They continue : ^^ You speak of a sacrifice in Bengal. 
^' Let us enquire what can be jii^tly called a sacrifice ? 
** In fixing assessments^ the usual process is to deduct from 
^^ the gross resources about five per cent, on account of 

" charges 



(( 
(( 



P£RMAN£Nfl' SEtTLEMENT. 19? 

^ charges of coll^Gtion, to set apart teti per eefit fi>t the 
<^ support of the zumeendar and his family^ and to eon^ 
^* fiider the remainder as the public aisessment : that is, 
to take the largest possible share for the state. C&A 
any country be expected to improve under this, unless 
** it be counteracted by an assured prospect to the land- 
^ holders of future advantages from the gradual improve^ 
" ment of their lands ? '' 

This mode of making a settlement I do not clearly 
undenstand* Bow are the '* gross resources '^ ascertained ^ 
Is there no eiiquiry into them ? It in imposi^iUe thdt thijr 
is, or can be, the way of making a settlement. Bttt 
passing over the mode of making settlements described, 
let us fmrly examine this plausible passage. First, '^ the 
**. improvement of estates*" Rrom this an English gefit* 
tleniMi would be led to ^ppose$ that the great landed 
proprietors of Iiidia laid out immense capital on the im*^ 
provetnent of their estates. Perhaps in fecflitating irriga- 
tion in the higher lands^ ift embanking and in draining the 
Icmet, in enclosing and manuring their fields ? Ko such* 
tUng i» known among them I Mr. Colebn^^e hhtiseU^ 
who published his Husbandry in 1804, shall answer for 
them. He says, " Reservoirs, ponds, water-courses, 
<^ and dikes^ are more generally in a progress of decay 
** than of ho^ovement." Indeed^ " that tkere is itt^ 
<^ cupital in Bengal employed in improving agriculture.^' 
It i» (foAxe evident tlia« then^ is no $uch thing as improving 
estatei^; exieep^ indeed, by tlie simple operation of 
extended cultivation, the necessary consequence of in- 
cveased population,' wUek has its origin in D^irre Itself, 
and not in the pentiantm settlement. If$ then, the 
mmeendftrs have dcme nothing m improve their estates^ 
v1»k& is really the fact, and they have nevertheless derived 

o 3 very 
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very considerable advantages, these advantages must be 
derived at the expense^ of government, and to which the 
zumeendar has no apparent right, 4>eing himself in no 
way instrumental in their production. 

The reason assigned, which induces the engaging 
zumeendar to agree to give ^' so high and oppressive 
" rates," namely, " the assured prospect of future advan- 
" tages from the gradual improvement of their lands," I 
consider as altogether fanciful. First, when we knoTV that 
the assessment is fixed on the cultivated land only, and 
that, in^Bengal and Behar, the average jumma does not 
exceed four to six anas (about six to nine-pence sterling) 
per beegah, and that nine to twelve inaunds even of rice 
(unhusked) are not more than the usual produce of a 
beegah, which will yield from seven to eight maunds pf 
clean rice, worth from eight to nine rupees (sixteen to 
eighteen shillings), at the very lowest price ; thus (allowing 
one-third for the expense of cultivation) affording the 
cultivator a proj^t of twelve shillings on what cost him 
nine-pence : knowing this, we are not to give the zumeen- 
dar much credit for looking only to futurity to reimburse 
him. ^ 

Secondly, where, it may be asked, are the funds, the 
capital of the zumeendar, to bear his immediate losses, or 
to support him under such "heavy exactions?" And 
lastly, under such supposition, where is the capital to 
arise from, that shall enable him to improve his lands ? 

•- 
The truth is, ^ the "heavy exactions" here mentioned, 
are. altogether fanciful : they have no existence. It may . 
not be amiss to give here the result of the opinion of an 
able and industrious writer on the resources of Bengal, 

who 
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who wrote nearly forty years ago (Mr. Grant), notwith- 
standing the opinions which have been maintained against 
him. Let us see what the following table of Mr. Grant, 
shewing the resources of the now permanently settled 
territory of the Company in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 
proves with respect to " heavy exactions.'' 



ABSTRACT 



o 4 
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Here then, in&tead of ^* heavy exactioB^,'' Mr. Grants 
from original documents which he translated and laid 
before government, and on the authenticity of which he 
pledges his character, estimates the revenue of the Corn- 
Pliny's lower Bengal provinces, including Benares, de- 
ducting tffmty per o^nu for QollecCion» al iJx>ut five crores 
and a half of rupees. It is now, including Benares, 
which is forty-two lacs, about three crores. In 1813 it 
wa^ Rupees 3,15,33,947 ; it was in 1765, when transferred 
to th^ Companyi Rs. 4,62,00,000. In 1784, after twenty 
years management, it fell off to Rs. 3,67,00,000, exclusive 
of the salt and opium revenue, shewing a defalcation 
of a crore of rupees; and since 1784 there appears 
sk farther defalcation of sixty-seven lacs, exclusive of 
the xexpense of collection, which amounted, in 1811, to 
twenty-four lacs, incliiding pensions and charitable allow- 
ances. 

Colonel SirT. Munro, in his report of the 15th August 
1807, proposing a plan for settling the Ceded Districts on 
the coast, says, " if by fixing the government rent at one- 
" third of the gross produce of the land the ryot were 
" allowed to enjoy the remainder, and all such future 
*' increase as might arise from his industry, he would 
" nev^r quit his farm. If more than one-third is de- 
" ma^ded as governipeht rent, there can be no private 
" landed property. It is also found by experience, that 
^^ one-third of the produce is the rate of assessment at 
" whijcl\ persons who are not themselves cultivators can 
" rent (hire) land from government without loss. The 
present asse^aI^ent of these districts is about forty-five 
per cent, of the produce. To bring it to the proposed 
" l^vel would require a deduction of twenty-five per 
" cent, of the produce- Thus, i 

« Total 
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^^ Total gross produce of lands « 100 

" Government's share by present assessment..... 45 
" Deduct twenty-five per cent, of produce or 

'^ of the assessment per cent.«. 11;^ 

" Remains Government's share of produce per 

" cent. 33f"* 

If, therefore, Sir T. Munro actually collected forty-five 
per cent, of the gross produce of the soil from the Ceded 
Districts, as above, it is absurd to talk of " heavy exac- 
" tions " in Bengal, when the whole land revenue under 
that presidency was in 1813 only Rupees 3,94,34,352 : little 
more, perhaps, than one rupee per annum for each indi- 
vidual of the population. If you take this as a basis to 
get at the gross produce, and add to it the two-thirds, 'or 
two rupees for the ryot'sshare, you will have a gross pro- 
duce equal only to the value of three rupees per annum, 
for the subsistence for a year of each individual, exclusive 
of cattle. But not even in Bengal can man be supported 
at three rupees per annum of land produce. Twelve 
rupees even is two low an estimate ; but at twelve rupees 
the gross produce would be quadrupled, and by consequence 
ought to give to government, at one-third assessment, 
four times thepresentland revenue, or Rupees 23,78, 17,408. 
Mr. Colebrooke reckons the annual consumption of grain 
for man at nine maunds a head, besides cattle :f and 
Colonel Sir T. Munro, in his statistical account of the 
Ceded Districts, states the average expense of subsistence 
of one-fourth of the population at forty shillings ; of one- 
half or two-fourths, at twenty-seven shillings; of one- 
quarter, at eighteen shillings; general average, twenty-eight 
shillings, which is equal to about fourteen rupees. But let it 

not 

* Fifth Report. f Husbandry. 
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not be forgot that one-third of the produce of the soil is the 
antient rate of assessment. " Of dry crops," says the Ayeen 
Akbury, " one-third of the produce was levied ; but for 
*' green crops, readp-money^ at fixed rates, was levied." 
And it is remarkable, that in every essential point that able 
officer, of whom I have just spoken, appears to have con- 
formed to the antient practice of th^ country, exercising 
of course, in so doing, the discretion of a man of research, 
experience, and sound judgment. 

Moreover, as before stated, we find that in England 
one-third of the produce is reckoned ample to defray the 
expense of cultivation. If so in England, surely in India 
the same allowance must be equally ample. Out of this 
third share the cultivator and his family are of course 
maintained. There is a surplus of two-thirds, to be divided 
as rent and government dues. 

In 1811 the "rental of land in England and Wales 
" was £29,476,852 sterling, the population 10,150,15: 
" nearly £3, or 30 rupees, a head. The number in a 
" square mile 175, of which 36 were agricultural." 



- Now, if there were fifty-nine millions of people under 
the Bengal. Government, and each consumed nine maunds 
of grain, per annum, the produce would be five hundred 
and thirty-one millions of maunds, worth as many rupees. 
The government revenue, at one-third of the produce, 
would be in rupees, 1,77,000,000, instead of 59,454,352, as 
above : exactly three times as much as it is now- None of 
these facts and data shew " extreme exaction." 

Under the third head is considered the remarks of the 
Court of Directors as to the " necessity of attending, not 

" only 
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tion, which prevails among the people of the upper pta^ 
Tinces and of all India. 

We now come to the fourth heiid) << Lo6s of revenue 
from the depreciation of the precious metals :*' an argu- 
ment of the Court of Directoi's against the permanent 
settlement. 



Whatever the Bengal government may say5 this is un- 
questionably an admissable argument agsinst t^ permit 
nent settlement ; but| before I notice 'the reply given td 
the objection of the Court, the following remarks occur to 
me on the point The extraordintay waste of the pte* 
dou^ metals in India by their universal use, not only in 
coin and in plate, bnc in cloth and in personal ornaments^ 
reduces them more, neairly to a le^l with the ordinary 
perishable articles of commerce^ in India than In Europe^ 
lliere is scarcely a living creature of the htnnan sfMie^ 
on the whole continent of India, from the mmnent of its 
birth, that does not cimtribute directly to the destrtiction 
of the precious meetalsr. A hundred milliens of people 
may be aiding in this consumption; and if we allow liiem 
to possess ornaments to the average value of a mpee eiich^ 
the acttial wastage of the metids^ ev««i by ynrnp^ will be 
immense. .Tlie constant conversion of ih^ mmxaefttSt 
by melting them down axiA making them np into oth«r 
kinds or fashioni^ (a propensity vrell- known, and whsdi 
may be estaWshed by advertii^ to «he extnu^nliiiary 
number of silver and gohlannChs to be found sAl over cbe 
country, whose B^lihood depends on thief fdone), flddd 
amiisin^y to this source of waste. There is abo the wear 
and tear of an immense metallic currency, t^e k»s of 
mottey by secreting it atid otherwise. Wheia all tivese 
sources of consnmption are considered, the kicreflse of 
the precious metals must, I think, be very slow; but 

nevertheless 
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nevertheless^ however slow, if progressive, as an argument 
against the permanent settlement it is good ; and those 
who, overlooking these sources of destruction of gold and 
silver, attend only to the rate of depreciation of these 
metals in our own country, will hold this argument as 
invincible against the permanent limitation of the reve- 
nue^ in currency of the present or of any definite value* 

^^The following prices of the most common necessaries of 
life and rates of labour are taken from the Ayeen Akburee, 
and will afford some ground for conjecture on this sub- 
ject If it should appear that the quantity of those 
articles then procurable for a given quantity of the pre- 
cious metals was nearly what is now to be procured, the 
apprehensions of the Honourable Court would be relieved. 

Former Price Present Calcutta Weight. 

Mil* SOGT* Mid* SCGT* 

Wheat 3 13 per rupee ... 2 * . 

Barley 5 per do. ...... 3 2 

Dal 2 10 per do 1 16 

AttaFloar 1 36 per do • 1 

Gkee 16 per do. ...... ' 10 

Milk I 24 per do. 36 

Sugar-candy ...... 7i per do 6 

Chenee or Raw -* R«. a. p. R^ a. P. ^ per Calcutta 

Sugar 1^60 per maund... 2 6 6| ^^^^^ 

Salt 6 6i per do. ...... 20 

t>ry Ginger 1 10 per seer £ 9 

Huldee 9 per do 1 1 

Round Pepper ... 6i per do. 10 

Mangoes, per 100. 10 
Sheep, each ...... 18 

Geese, each 8 

Ducks, each 10 

Mutton... 1 10 per md. .., « 8 

p Rates 
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lU. As. Rs. At. 

Bricklayers, four dasses, from 5 4 to 3 per month 

Carpenters, do 5 4 to 1 8 

Swryers- 1 g 

W«J^« M..,, MM* «... 9lI» to: 181 4 

Graparoies •......*.♦,..;.•..•..•• •. 2 4 

Coolies • .,,,. 1 8 

Bheesties S 4 to 1 8 

^ Soldiers^ $ 4 to 2 12 

Porters , ; 3 to 2 12 

Attendants -| 

^ . > • *• 3 to 2 8 

»^er8,Si^4ar8^ .....,•.....,.;.,,..• 9 8 to 4 12 
. BjSf^r&rs^ cppimop. ...»....• ♦•• 4 to 3 

jVofe. — The seer is stated at 28 dams, each dam being 
1 tolah, 8 mashas, 7 ruttees. 12]^ mashas make 1 rupee, 
8 ruttees make 1 masha ; each dam i$ therefore 21^ masha. 
So 21^ masha multiplied by 28 dams— -602 masha, 
which at the rate of 12^ per sicca rupee weight, gives a 
seer, equal to the weight of 50 sicca rupees. 



« • 



The seer her«. sp^cifii^d is eqiial tq fifty C^ci^Uii spu^a 
rupees weight. TSid Calcutta ba^ar sieer is equaLto eigluty 
sicca rupees weight; theLucknow and Allahabad seer equal 
to ninety-six sicca weight ; in some otiier parts it is 
ninety-eight siqc^a weight; which mi^ke^ one maund 
equal to two i;naund^ of the Akbur^e weijght. When I was 
in the vicinity^f Dehlec; in 1804, 1 wa^ ii^ormed thac^g^mn 
had been knowix tp sell there at four maundy tea se<ers, 
and wheat at tlurfee maunds and thirty seers per inipee : 
so that holding the report we received to be correct, since 
the days of Akbar, two centuries and a half nearly, we 
do not find any great change in the value either of the 
necessaries of li£p or in the wag^ of the labourer : the 

only 
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only criteria by widcU the value of currency cka be 
appreciated. 

Mr. Colebrooke say% in IBM : ^^ A cultivator enter* 
" tains a labourer for every plough, and pays him wages 
'^ wfaieh on an average do not exceed one rupij^ (rupee) 
^^ per mensem : and in a cheap district he hiBiself had 
>* found the monthly hire as low as eight anas (half a 
" nipea).'^ 



Lord Teignmouth positiv^y says, ^^ it i^ obvious to ai^y 
^ observation that the specie of the countiy is mU)dl di* 
*^ miniahed.'^ * To this I may^ add, that as commerce 
with the western world has increased, and the demand 
for European goods has becctme angmented^ the balance 
of trade no longer continues to be in favour of India ; it 
must necessarily follow, that the precious metals will de- 
crease there, !^£^thing can pa*event the ai»eleratxDn of 
this to a great extent, and to the great derangement of 
iim permanent settlement, indeed the whole system of 
i^evenue,^ but the capability of India to proditce ajrtides of 
commerce in demand in Europe (or in other* coiintciea 
where specie abounds), not only equal to the value of 
goods received in exchange; but^ beyond that valoef to 
the extent of the consnnlptioin of the precious met^lf in 
India. 

It may be s«d, that thenar city will raisfe the valtie of 
money in* India, and that again will ensure a sii))pljr,(^ 
wped^ frot^k other countries. But without sontiB prodsley 
€km of India t^ tak6 in return^ who will bring specie? 
The high interest of m«mey, ccmsequaoiton scaardtyv ^voU 

tndead 

• Minute, June 1789', pv- 149, 
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indeed tempt luonied meii to send specie to India to be 
put to interest; but the loss in remitting both interest 
and capital, and the limited extent of such speculations, 
will by no means preserve the equilibrium. 

It appears by various statements, that from the year 
1100 to 1793, the amount in value of bullion remitted by 
the Company alone to India, including, as I calculate, 
ten or eleven millions to China, was ... £42,680,859 ' 
and we are told by Mr. R. Grant, that 
the Americans, in ten years, from 1795 
to 1605, " imported into " India in 
bullion," no less than ..., 26,720,470 



J. 



Making together .•.....••• £69,401,329 



It does not appear whether Mr. Grant includes in his 
account the bullion carried to China by the Americans: 
but at all events, we have to take into the account the 
bullion and specie brought by the other European states, 
and that imported by the Company since 1793, and by 
the Americans since 1805, which at present I have no 
means of ascertaining : and then, after making the most 
ample allowance for the share which China has received, 
the importation into India Proper will remain enormous, 
and. impress us with an idea of the extraordinary con- 
sumption of the precious metals, that has swallowed up 
so much without making the slightest impression on the 
value of the currency, which is still higher by twenty-five 
per cent, than in England, and, as I have shewn, has 
undergone but little change, in point of value, since the 
days of Akbar, compared, I mean, with the rates of 
wages, prices pf grain^ &c. 

The 
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The reply. given in the letter nofw unde^ consideration 
is : ** the specie may have increased, but the population 
*^ and consumable commodities have increased also, and 
" the proportions may be still equal," It does not ap- 
pear to me that this bears upon the question; Besides, 
the precious metals are not the only currency in India^ 
Copper, tin, lead, eveh shells, the ifirst and last in great 
abundance. In several districts die government rents are 
paid in shells alone. 

" But,"-continue the advocates of the permanent settle- 
ment, " the effects of the deterioration of value of the 

precious metals might be obviated, as proposed by Mr. 

Colebrboke, by changing the engagements from specie 

into the market value of a specific quantity of com, to 
" rise and fall accordingly; but this is objectionable,'* 
they add, " because of the difficulty of adjusting the 
« value." 

But a settlement ^' for the market value of a specific 
*• quantity of com " is, essentially, neither more nor less 
than fixing by limitation the govertiment share of the 
crop. A zumeendarry, for example, is let for one thousand 
maunds of corn, or its market value ii;i specie ; or rather 
for the market value in specie of one thousand maunds of 
com. Unless some standard has been previously fixed 
for ascertaining the market value, as the payer and re- 
ceiver would unquestionably differ, the com itself wotild 
become the demandable article, and thus the settlement 
would be virtually that which I have stated. 

In India, however, when a settlement of this kind is 
made, agreeably to the native system, no difficulty ist 
experienced. It is common to make such settlements ; 
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when they are made, tlie conversion into menejr is 
settled, not annually, but periodically, or rather at the 
will of the lessor, with reference, of necessity, to the capa^ 
bility of his ryots, and the produce of the soiL A field 
(zumeendarry, if you please) is let for so many maunds of 
wheat : the price (if converted into cf($h) at so much per 
maund. lliis rate continues, perhaps, for half a century,; 
but if the price of grain should rise (that is, if the differemx 
between a given weight of grain and a given weight of 
precious metal should decrease, to the depreciation of the 
latter) the landlord requires more metal per beegah for 
his land to restore the original difference, and says the 
conversion must now be made at one rupee four anas 
per maund, instead of one rupee as before. There is no 
difficulty in this ; but it would not obviate the objections 
to a permanent settlement. 

It is, thereafter, attempted to combat the suggestions 
of the Honourable Court of Directors, " to establish a 
*< variable land-tax, that shall enable government to par- 
ticipate in the growing resources of the country, as l^ 
revising the settlement at given periods, or on tiie aeces- 
♦* sion of every new proprietor." 

It must be confessed, that the pretensions of the Ho* 
liourable Court " to participate in the growing resources 
" of the country^** are not very unreasonable ; yet they 
#re told, with little ceremony, in the letter to which I 
advert, that both the plans suggested '* have unsurmount- 
" able difficulties." 

Let us see the difficulties. First, it is said, in the pre- 
cise language of 1790 : " It would be to the advantage of 
" the proprietors to deteriorate their estates during the 

" latter^ 
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latter yea:r^ ^ the a^^dBsttient, iii order io g^t thehi 
irfil«cfd low at the fiiudceeding settlement." : Bqt tbia 
a|^>e)H^ tb tne to assuntptiqil altogether gj^ttiitOus, and 
not very liberal. It, in fact, implies not only uhirersal 
fraud on the part of the zumeendars, but relentless oppres- 
sion ^ii the part of government. But admittiilg, for the 
sake of iUdstration, the truth of the Assumption, may il 
nat be asked how the zumeendars artg to effect thi$ dete- 
rioration 6f their estates ? They bahtiot legally rentovJEl 
the cultivatdrs> The land in India reqfiii'e^ at leagt 
reedves, with little exception, no manute, that by with* 
holding it the crops should falL llie land is diinually 
tinder i^ome crop ; and are the people to cut the throats of 
their cattle, to cease from cultivating their fields,^ and ii^ 
nallr^ << during the latter yeard of the al^essmepV' that 
tke iMneendars may procure ^^ a low valiiatidn at the su6^ 
•* ceeding settlement 7' Are the zumeendars to give up 
the cermifOff of their renti^ «« for the latteif ye&t^' of theif 
leases, for the chance of being required to pay a little adr 
Wmmt (though but a faii* taliie) for their estates^ for the 
ihext lease, which tliey mti^ not live t6 enjoy? Thi^ i^ 
fieither probable, nor is it conformable to the genius 6i 
ito people^ were it practicable, and th^ J^ue^es^ bertiliii, 
to act with so mUch regaM to futurity. 

In a 6ubi^ei|uent ^ragraph, the di^idt of Ooruekiicrte 
is given as an example of thijs deteHoratidh of esiatesi 
There was, in 1813, a balance " in the latter years of the 
<' asieiSdihddt of 6,08,869 i'upees \ dWing chiefly t6 the 
." landholders, who kte i?iost part tillage zumeendars, 
\* dirowing their lands out of cultivation to obtain a light 
*< asateiUmem.'' But was th^^ cdlleetor of Gox^uekpore at 

Al6 time mindful of his duty, and a competent person ? 
for in 1815 (but two years afterwards) we find that the 
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GoTernor-Oeneral states the balance due by this district 
at only upwards of ^* two lacs ;" and this is considered 
great, '^ owing to the incomplete state of the new settle* 
" ment*" 

To the next proposition^ of revising the settlem^it on 
the accession of every new proprietor, ** the unsurmount- 
** able difficulty" is joint tenancy. ^' It would be unfair/' 
they say, ^* to revise the settlement at the death of one of 
** the tenants ; and this would hold ad u^imtum." But 
we may ask, why unfair ? The revisal might occur more 
frequently, but there would be nothing unfair in it; and 
a revisal does not necessarily imply an additional impost 
Or if this were objectionable, why not make the revisal 
to take place on the demise of the last of every series of 
co-partners, and then the argument is reversed? It 
would fall to be made at longer intervals, and would.be 
advantageous, instead of being unfair to such estates. 

** But," it is added, ^^ exclusively of this, estates would 
*^ be of little value when exposed to sale for arrears of 
'' rent, if the jumma were to reinain fixed only during 
*< the life of the former proprietor." But why ^^^mier 
proprietor f It is the incumbent proprietor's demise that 
is supposed to give occasion to revisal of the settlement; 
and the '^ incumbent proprietor," at a government sale 
for arrears, would be the purchaser. 

** It is," they continue, ** the permanency qf the settle^ 
** ment alone, that renders the lands substantial security 
** for the public demand.'^ Now this is plainly an error, 
and an error but too well calculated to mislead. It is not 

the 

'* Governor- Generars Revcnut Minute, 21 Sept; 1815. 



the pennoMCfiey of the settlement, but the actual value 
of the property, the difference between the jumma, or 
government demand, and the receipts from the ryots, that 
makes an ** estate* valuable when exposed to sale for 
*< arrears of rent;" and which alone affords any securi^ 
whatever, to government. It is only when the iMng^fixed 
is' good, is valuable, that permanency of possession is ad* 
vantageous* It is no advantage to be saddled for ever 
with a valudess commodity of any kind I Government 
can have no security for their revenue, but that which a 
moderate < assessment gives them, leaving those who are 
assessed, and. those who cultivate, a valuable con^der»- 
tion for the parts they take, the labour they bestow, in 
realizing the dues of the state* Who would give any 
thing for a rack<^rented estate, however permanent the 
teniure might be ? • • 

The fact is as clear and as obvious as noon day, that, 
settle the country as you please, there is no security for 
the revenue but that of the industry of the cultivators of 
the land whence the revenue is derived : and the more 
middle-men between them and tlie government, the less 
sure the security becomes, because the channels of 
embezzlement are multiplied. 

A zumeendar is a drone : an unproductive animal, of 
the worst kind, too, that must have his drones also about 
him ; all a burden upon the industry of the cultivators* 
Government employ and pay these drones as agents to 
GoUect the revenue, merely to save their European ser^p* 
vants the trouble : and, however paradoxical it may seem, 
it is nevertheless true^ that government is, in fact, security 
for the zumeendars, insteadx>f the zumeendars being secu-^ 
rity for the . government revenue; for, if the zumeehdar 

mismanage 
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mtoiaBage his estate^ gfi^nsmmeht liiust pay ^ deftdc*^ 
Ii6n, that is, suffer the liiss. 

The Hononrable Court suggested, *^ that a variable 
** settlement induced government to lodk more to th^ 
^ cultivation of the lands: and^^oing 6o, if they dug 
^ eanals for irrigation and made roads, it would be dift* 
** cult to deny their right to indemnification for the 
** expense of such.'^ The answer to this is remarkable^ 
** Iff' say the Bengal government, ^^ a variable, iand tax 
*^ cannot be established without discouragement to agri* 
" culture, it would be preferable to limit such imptove^ 
** ments to works that are indispensable than to check 
** Agriculture/' This hypothetical reply is, In fact, a 
postulate of the question at issue; otheiirise it^ at best^ 
amounts to this: ^^ it is better to make only stich improve*- 
*^ ments as may encourage agriculture, than to make such 
** improvements as will chedk it." The court, maintain, 
that a variable land tax may be established, and woaU 
not check, but im|>n>ve agrieulture. Govemm^it assume 
that a variable land tax would discourage agriculture; 
and tktreforej say they, it is bettet for your Honoiilabk 
Court not to persist in jrour plan of digging canal^ and 
other projected or contemplated improvements; 

Another argument in suppctft of the permanent Settle- 
hient^ Which is Expected, seemingly^ to hav^ great weighty 
is given us. ^^ The great d^Bculty, it is stated, of admi-^ 
** nisterihg the government of the Ceded and Conquered 
^ Piiovinces, is the refractory spirit of the zumeendan^ 
** their resisting government and harbouring robbers 
*< These zumeendars ate bounds undeir the 4ienalty of 
** confiscation of their estates^ not to harbour such i but 
^* if they have no p^tnanent interest in the estate th« 

** penalty 
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<^ p0iifl}ty is nugatory/' Bn^i why pehiumentbMr^t? If 
the zumeendar had^ indeed^ no interest in his estate, thtd 
penalty would truly be nugatory. But whether " perma- 
** neiit" or not, if he had an interest, the penalty would 
net be nugatory. May we not, howeyer, be pennitted td 
remibrk here, how mudi the premises differ from the atm* 
tlusion of this paragraph ? The Enineendars are stated 
lo be ungovernable, refractory, so independant even as td 
resist government; tiker^bre^ we, this government, though 
Ussisied by them, teoommend that thfey shall be made still 
more indepehdant, by cbn&ming them in theit estates for 
ever! 

It must be admitted, however, that the penalty of con-^ 
fiscation, above specified, suspended over the heads of 
refractory and governments-resisting zunteendars, is indeed 
nugatory, and must be, on whatever condition their 
tenure may be held. But, on the other hand, it is ploaH^ 
ing to think that, at the time I am writing, and in spiM 6( 
the obstinacy <^ the ^Honourable Courts that resisted th^ 
irresistible arguments for the permanent settlement^ the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces are administered with 
as great ease fts the more favoured permanently s^tled 
distriets of Bengal, and that the zumeendars are ia6 good 
and peaceable subjects as any in th^ Honourable Com-^ 
pany's dominions^ It will be remembered^ Inorever, ai$ 
before noticed, that the reventie is realised widi little 
balance ; and whether wd lodk at the files of the court% ot 
the calendar of crimes, the comparison will fftU greatly 
fai favour of the subfeets of the provinces that are not pen- 
manetiUy settled. 

The permanent settlement^ we are told, would improve 
&« police, in proportion to the stake held by each zumeen- 
dar, 



dar ; ** which might be extended to the support of govern- 
** ment against external and internal enemies.'' 

God forbid that the government should ever be obliged 
to trust to such support against enemies of either descrip- 
tion. But if such a case of necessity did occur, I doubt 
not that the zumeendars of the Upper Provinces would 
prove equally loyal with those of the lower ; and, as I be- 
lieve, that if they have any wish, it. is not for a change 
of governors, but for their own independence of aU 
government, I am persuaded, if they had the means, 
they would support our government against any other 
power that should pretend to the privilege of ruling over 
them in our stead. 

Another reason advanced in favour of the permanent 
settlement in this letter also, viz. " that variable settle^ 
*^ ments keep alive a spirit of intrigue and corruptioni 
both among the native and European servants of 
government," has been already noticed, in reply to 
the same stated before by Mr. Colebrooke. 

In a subsequent despatch, of date 2d October 1813, we 
are told by the government of Bengal, ^^ that they do not 
" dispute Colonel Munro's opinions on matters that have 
** come under his own observation at Fort St Greorge re- 
" spectihg ryotwaree settlements, but do not think them 
** applicable to Bengal ;" aiid they place the opinions of 
^r E. Colebrooke, Mr. Rocke, Mr. Lumsdeii, and Mr. 
Deane, in opposition to Colonel Munro ; adding, << but 
** the great extent of the collectorships, and the paucity 
*• of revenue officers, xen^t^^t absolutely impossible in 
" Bengal*" 

Now 
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Now this is nothing more than adding the opinions of 
the members of government, or the majority of them who 
wrote the despatch, to those of Sir E. Colebrooke, Mr* 
Bocke, Mr. Lumsden, and Mr. Deane, upon a point 
and subject of which they, none of them, have had any 
experience, against the opinion of Colonel Munro and 
his colleagues on the coast, who have had very great ex- 
perience of the measure in question ; to whom we may 
add the opinion of Colonel Wtlks, who speaks of the per- 
manent settlement of Bengal thus: '^With unfeigned 
*^ deference to the great men who applaud the permanent^ 
^* and vnaUerable landed assessment of Bengial, I must still 
*< be penmttedto doubt the expediency of the irrevocable 
^^ pledge. It is not intended to discuss whether those 
^* provinces (Bengal) have flourished inconsequence of the 
*^ present system, or in spiie of it. I admit, any thing 
<«• was better than our incessant fluctuation ; but there is 
** a wide diflerence betwixt capricious innovation and 
^^ such an irrevocable law. To terminate abuses by shut- 
*^ ting out improvement, to prohibit the possibility of in- 
** creasing the land-tax, to render probable, nay certain, 
*^ its decrease, this is the system which has succeeded to 
** former errors.*'* 

Objections to the ryotwar settlement have been made, 
that they require a personal acquaintance with every 
cultivator and an estimate of produce every year."f 
The ryotwar settlement is a settlement of every afield with 
its proprietor, which may be made every twenty yeai^ 
instead of annually. But why a mode of collecting the 
revenue that answers well (if the ryotwar do so) at Madras 
should fail in Bengal ; why there should be larger districts, 

and 
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tad fevftr revenue officers in Bengal, thim at Madrw^ I 
can see no reason. None of these are 9ubataiitU olgea^ 
tioQs to the continuanee of periodioal settlements 

Nor» indeed^ after baviog gone through and now nodoed 
all the reasons for the iatroduction of the periBMient.8et- 
tlement in the Upper Province^ ivrged in theniinateaad 
de^atches to which I have adverted, can I fix upon one 
that ia at all satisfretoty, uHHtiM JifH amtmmg that A0 
pama»etit mtUemeiU is eateniial to ihe tmofmUi^ ami tke 
pimpmii^qf the comUn^ ami to tkf security of tie pnUie 
tenenm. Apd this ia contrary to aU estperience; for the 
ockuitry is traaquU, the coiintry is highly prosperous, the 
revenue has increased nearly at OKure of rupees ^ince the 
permanent settlement of the Ceded and Conqu^Nsd ProWn^ 
CeS' W4L9 ^urged upon the. Court of Direatoffs by the Bei^a) 
government; and it is secured in the^ heat of all posable 
ways, by the^fiiee, uoreetrained^ acid pfoieeled indu^rtry 
ef the people. 

Eia«lly, iiie- jpevmaqtenil settlemeaJ^ aa eenriiad into eSfeet 
by uariii Bengal^. I have sla^wa if not eontnary to ^^ the Uw, 
<< of England, is at least contrary to thel^w- and con^titu* 
*< tion of India,'' It is contrary to the custom and univer- 
sal practice of that country ; consequently contnMy ^ the 
manners, hahit% and prejudiees of the p^c^Jie. It m. iH>t, 
in ttiy humble opinion, calculated in the sljghliest di^ree 
to amelioirate the condition, of our native subjects, but^ on 
ik» contrary, it has prov^ itdelf to he hi^^y instrumental 
in theii^ debasement; and by its necessary tendency to 
tkiw and t^ keep the great mass of the raipectable yeo* 
nanry of th^ oountcy at anuittimeasurable distance from 
US)- it will prove itself to be no less instrumental in per- 
petuating that debasement, vi^ich a closer intercourse, 

the 



the. necessary. Qons^oeooe of occasioRal agriottUaral and 
p^pcial dealings, would^ ]» God's good time, pidbably 
h&¥e removed^ 

Tlxe permanent settlement has lost to government^ in 
fact, all knowledge of th^ country and of its .resources. 
There are revenue officers in Bengal, I doubt not, that 
cannot evren tell you the number of villages in th^ dis- 
tstcts, &r less give the lightest information as to the sHte 
of cultivadoa, of population, descripticm of people, 
their employment, trades, manu&etures^ stock, aseattie, 
pSkraghs, horses, sheep, the improvabilily, or otherwite, 
of ^ coimti7« 

The permanent settlement has not tended, in any de- 
gree, to accelerate the improvement of the country, either 
i^tr^uUiTatioisr'or hi commerce; but, on the contfary^ it 
iQiiSt Uaad to check bath, inasanuch as it must take aiw^ 
&OVX governmexit, if not the obligation, eertainly th« 
i^ans of making any great or expensive improvements : 
lettfidg^ them no prospect of advantage that would e^n 
psQva a bare reimbursement for so doing, akid throwing 
such task of am;d]oration upon the shorlrsighted and tcare« 
less India land-hold^, who will assuredly neglect iu 

lluB permanent settlai^ent haa all tfaese^ and i^inuHiera- 
Uf^ other disadvantages, referable to the people, pf India 
and the unprovement of the country ; whilst, widi respect 
to the. interests of the British nation, it must be. attended 
With ei^ery bttn^d^ and not one beiieficial eifeqt. I niagr 
conclude this part of the subject by refbmng the readeiv 
for , information to the opinion of Lord Teignmouth on 
the subject, as expressedin his minute of the 8th December 
1789.* Let 
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Let usy in conclusion, inquire, with refei^noe to the 
pennanent settlement of the Lower Provinces, admittii^ 
it to be held as valued, how far any, and what relief can 
l)e granted by government, under that settlement, to the 
cultivating ryots ? The permanent settlement was formed 
with a condition, reserving to government the power of 
preserving the rights of the cultivators. ^^ The Govemor- 
'* General in Council will, whenever he may deem it pro- 
^^ peri enact such regulations as he may think necessary 
^' for the protection and welfare of the dependant talook- 
** dars, ryots, and other cultivators of the soil ; and no 
** zumeendar, independent talookdar, or other, actual 
^^ proprietor of land, shall be entitled, on this account, to 
'^ make any objection to the discharge of the fixed assess- 
ment which they have agreed to pay."* 



« 



This is a very broad clause, and if ftdly acted upon, 
government would doubtless be at liberty to introduce 
any regulations which the government might deem neces- 
sary to effect this ^^ protection of the cultivators of the 
'^ soil." If the zumeendars did not choose to comply 
with these regulations, their tenures might be of course set 
aside ; for it was on thb condition that they were granted 
and accepted. 

The right of the cultivator is possession of his field, at 
the rate, per beegah, at which it ^as assessed, at or prior 
to the permanent settlement. It never was contemplated 
by the grantor, that the zumeendar should be at liberty 
either to eject or to raise the rate of rent (Hi the cultivator 
ad libitum. Lord Comwallis says : — 

'' Mr. Saiore 

* Gorernor- General in Coiiucil, is^t May 1793. 
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^' Mr. Shore observes, that this interference (on the 
'* part of government in effecting an adjustment of 
** the demands of the zumeendars upon the ryots) is in- 
*' consistent without proprietary right; for it is saying to 
^^ him that he shall not raise the rents of his estate, and 
that if the land is the zumeendar^s, it will only be par- 
tially his property whilst we prescribe the quantum he 
is to collect,- or the mode of adjtistment between the par- 
ties. If Mr. Shore means, that after having declared 
'* the zumeendar proprietor of the soil, in order to be 
** consistent, we have no right to prevent his imposing 
" new abwabs, or taxes, on the lands in cultivation, I 
" must diflFer with him in opinion ; unless we suppose the 
ryots to be absolute slaves of the zumeendars. Every 
beegah of land possessed by them must have been cul- 
" tivated under an express, or implied agreement, that a 
" certain sum should be paid for each beegah of produce 
'* and no moje. Every abwab, or tax, imposed by the 
*' zumeendar, over and above that sum, is not only a 
** breach of that agreement, but a direct violation of the 
^^.edabfisbed laws of the country. I do not hesitate to give 
*' it as my opinion, that the zumeendars, neither now nor 
** ever, could possess a right to impose new taxes, or ab- 
'' wabs, on the ryots ; and that government has an un- 
^^ doubted right to abolish any such, and to establish such 
** regulations as may prevent the practice of like abuse in 
^^ fixture. Neither is the privilege which the ryots in 
many parts of Bengal enjoy, of holding possession of 
the spots of land they cultivate so long as they pay the 
' *' revenue assessed upon them, by any means incompa- 
'* tible with the proprietary right of the zumeendars. 
** Whoever cultivates the land, the zumeendar can receive 
*^ HQmore tiumihe e$tablished rent. To permit him to 
'* dispossess one cultivator, for the sole purpose of giving 
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*^ the land to another, would be vesting him with a power 
^^ to commit a wanton act of oppression. Neither is pro- 
^^ hibiting .the landholder to impose new abwabs, or 
'*^ taxes, on the lands in cultivaticm, tantamount to saying 
'^ to him that he diall not raise the rents of his estate, &c. 
'^' No zumeendar claims a right to impose new taxes on the 
^^ lands in cultivation, although it is obvious that they 
^^ have clandestinely levied such. The rents of an estate 
^^ can only be raised by inducing the ryots to cultivate 
^^ the more valuable articles of produce, and to clear the 
^' extensive tracts of waste-land which are to be fotmd in 
'^ almost every zumeendary in B^igal,"* &c &c. 

Tlie above is a pretty full account of the conditions, 
relative to the rights of the cultivator, on which the pro- 
prietary title of the zumeendars was granted by his Icrd- 
ship : irom which the power of government to protect 
the xyots in their rights is sufficiently evident, at least by 
law. How different the fact is ! What a different situa- 
tion the poor lyot is now in, fipm that contemplated for 
him by the good, the benevolent, but in this case, short- 
sighted Cornwallis ! How fax it would be practicable, 
peremptorily to enforce this right of interference here 
reserved, is a point worthy of the most serious considera- 
tion : but, to my humble comprehension, it does appear 
that his lordship's ideas of proprietary right, and of restric- 
tions to limit the exercise of such right, are not a little 
confused. 

Be that, however, as it may, it seems abundantly cer- 
tain, that tiie Marquess Cornwallis did never intend to 
convey by the peiimanent settlement many powers now 

assumed 

* S$9 Lord CornwalljVs Minute, Sd Feb. 1790. 
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oisiimed by the Bengal zameendars, highly obnoxioias, 
and no less oppressive to the people ; and it does, there- 
fere, seem to be the sacred duty of that government, to 
inquire into, and to afford the people such relief and 
protection against such usurped powers, as may be prac-^ 
tieabie. 

The utmost extent of right of a zumeendar, as conferred 
bjr Lord Comwallis, when analyzed, is nothing more than 
thai of collecting the i^eventie from tlie ryots, at the esta- 
blished raieSf on the land then in cultivation. If he 
reelaim waste land, he may not levy on it even what 
rates be chooses, though he may let it to whom he 
pleases. The ryot, by established usage^ for example, 
paid a rent equal to half the produce* If the zumeendar 
can indube him to cultivate a valuable crop, by aid or 
otherwise, the zumeendar^s right to half gives him thus aa 
additional profit. If he dig tanks or wells, or throw up 
embankments, and thus assist the cultivators to improve 
their latids^ the returns will be great; the zumeendar's 
share will increase ; the government demand is limited, 
a&d does not extend perhaps beyond a tenth or twentieth 
.of the produde; thie difference is the right of the zumeendar* 
But here, again^ the zumeendar's profit from increase o^ 
or more valuable kind of pr<Alttce, is restricti^d to farnU 
paying in kind. Where the rent is a n]^ney-rent, the 
zumeendar has no immedia4)e interest in the nature of the 
crop. This is all the right which the permanent settle-^ 
ment appears to have conveyed to the zumeendars : be- 
ycmd this they have absolutely no right wha:tever. We 
call this a proprietary right ; and so it is, because it is ft 
i^ight proper, to the individual, which he may exercii^e ojt 
dispose of; but it is diffiBtent from that of an English prot- 
prietor of land, aiid ought not to be confounded with ft 
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The application of the same technical terms to rights, 
interests, and immunities, which are similar, but not the 
same. Has thrown obscurity over this, and over every sub- 
ject that has been discussed relative to India. 

Should the Bengal government be disposed to adopt 
measures for extending to the cultivators in the perma- 
nently-settled districts, the benefits which that permanent 
settlement contemplated for them, the means must be 
immediately adopted. It is late, but T\ot yet too late. 
These means are^ to institute one or more ' commissions 
in each of the provinces of Bengal and Be^ar. These 
must be composed of men of talent and undoubted quali- 
fications for that duty, in whatever line or branch of the 
Oompanjr's service they may be found; and they must be 
sought for and obtained immediately, because there is no 
room for delay : every day that the investigation is put 
off incurring the loss of oral evidence, and other informa- 
tion, as yet to be obtained from living witnesses. The 
several commissions will be furnished with instructions 
and powers to call for and collect evidence of all kinds, to 
shew what the rates of land-rent in the different pergun- 
nahs, zumeendaries, and villages, were at the period of 
the settlement which was afterwards declared permanent 
(that is, between the years 1789 and 1793), and to ascer- 
tain in what mode these rates were paid — ^whether in 
produce, as reaped, in any given species of produc as in 
grain (rice, wheat, barley, the different kinds of pulse, 
&c.), or in any specific kind of grain, or in money, or in 
grain convertible into money at a ,given quantity per 
rupee ; and, in short, every information necessary to ex- 
hibit the payments, services, immunities, received and 
rendered by the cultivators to and from the zumeendars, 
including pasturage, fisheries, wood and water, fruit-trees, 

&c. 
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&c. Connected with this indispensably will fall to be ascer- 
tained the price of the grain and other produce at that time, 
including even some species of manufactures, as cloth of 
all kinds, which it is usual for zumeendars to receive in lieu 
of money, at a valuation agreed uppii at the time between 
the parties : as also the value of cattle, ghee (the pro- 
duce of the dairy), oil, &c. ; for without the general prices 
of produce, the rents of the zumeendau*, paid partly in 
kind, cannot be estimated. / 

The sources whence this information is to be attained 
will be various. In many pei^unnahs the putwarees' 
accounts may be forthcoming ; many of the cultivators of 
the more respectable class, especially the remnants of the 
hereditary agricultural ryots, will be able to produce their 
books and other written documents. Old ousted canoon- 
goes, putwarees, and public functionaries,. will be found 
either able to produce or to procure written evidence, 
and to give oral testimony as to facts, which will either be 
sufficient to convince, or to lead to other sources where 
informatien may be obtained, to-satisfy the commission in 
doubtful cases. At all events, to the extent of inducing 
the present owners to produce conflicting testimony, in 
all cases in which relief to^the ryots may be contemplated 
to an extent unjust or injurious to the owner : by means 
of which conflicting evidence an approach to the truth 
mav be attained. 

* 

There is also the records of the different coUectorships, 
and especially of the old suddur serichtah office and of the 
old revenue or dewannee department, all of which ought 
to be examined' by the commissions, assisted by an esta- 
blishment of expert natives conversant with revenue 
records and accounts to be employed for the purpose. 

es To 
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To guide the commissioners and to Corre<:t ervoneom 
evidence, there is the general jiumna of the pergunnah, 
of the zumeendaree, of the village, to which the rents paid 
by the ryots must necessarily have had some relation. In 
short, ihere are yet extant the means of attaining the in-^ 
formation here pointed out: and there must i:\ecessarilybe 
so, because the period of thirty years is not suflScient to 
obliterate the sources both of living testimony and docu- 
mentary evidence, which judicious investigation would b^ 
able still to bring to bear upon a point of infinite interest, 
not only to government, but to the whole body of the 
people, whose aid in facilitating |he investigal^n would 
accordingly be dt command. 

The informaticm required is not ot a rare or abstruse 
nature, known onfy to the wise and the learned native. 
The agricultural economy of a viUage is the constant and 
daily sul^eet of conversation and of discussion amo^ alL 
All are engaged in it» either as principals or as assistants; 
and it would be idle to suppose that so great ^ change in 
their conditions as that of unlimited increase of rent ex- 
acted by the 2ume«adar, should so soon be forgotten. 

It would be difficult to enumerate the beneficial effects 
of such an investigation, judiciously ^d ably conducted. 
The first object, however, in view, was the relief of the 
cultivating ryots frcmi the oppression of undue exactions 
and disproportioned land rents; and this ofagect would 
unquestionably be attained. As a reasonable conse- 
qiience, we might expect from the establishment of ipode- 
rate, even very low rates of rent, a great extension of 
•cultivation ; for the cultivation or waste of many a field 
must in India, as elsewhere, depend on the rate of rent 
demanded for it. The little theatre of ^ach individual's 

exertions 
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•elections would become enlai^ed, because the rent, now 
^exacted from him for one acre, would then give him two, 
iwhkh he is now able to cultivate, but afraid to engage for : 
-and here the zumeendar would also derive advantage, and 
the aggregate wealth of the country be augmented. 

The general cultivation being thus increased and the 
«ents low, the cultivation of eicport produce may be imme- 
diately extended : an object of the most vital importance 
both to India and to England ; but more important, per- 
hkps, to England than ev^ t& India. 

It is matter of infinite . wonder, that a country like 
India, producing with less labour than in any other quar- 
ter of the world almost every thing in nature and in great 
abundance^ should at this moment be in a state in which 
it i& incapable of exporting a ton of its produce, either 
.raw or manufactured, except the sin^e article of indigo, 
to any part of the world, with a profit to the exporter; 
though the cost of conv^f^nce may scarce exceed a 
shilling, and sometimes not a sixpence, per hundred 
miles. Even to England, the whole freight does not ave- 
rage more than four shillings and sixpence per hundred 
weight* At the time I am writing, although the int^res^ 
of money in Calcutta is lower than in Ixmdon, even less 
than three per cent, indicating thereby *a superabundiuniee 
hitherto unknown, no man can invest capital in any kind 
in India produce, for exportation to any part of the 
world, to return even a smaS. profttr 

Now it is sufficiently obvious, that unless India can be 
brought to export to England more than she does, she 
cannot indrease her imports from England. It is thus 
that the manufactures of England are excluded from ^'one 

Q 4 " hundred 
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*^ hundred millions of customers," as the free-trade par- 
liamentary petitioners of former days humbly set forth, 
and not so much by the effects of restrictive laws, as is 
now made manifest to them. I say, therdfore, that Eng- 
land is no less interested than India in promoting the 
agricultural prosperity of her Asiatic dominions; and 
that to create a market for British manufactures in Asia, 
the very first step to be taken is to create a surplus export* 
able produce there to pay for them. 

Kot a forced exportation, such as took place in the 
article of cotton a few years ago^ which drained India, 
raised the price there to more than double what it was 
ever known before, and which has yet not subsided, but a 
regular, increased, and increasing supply, to meet the 
augmented and augmenting foreign demand, and to entar 
the markets of Europe and elsewhere^ so as to compete 
not merely with the produce of other countries, when those 
countries labour under the extraordinary embarrassments 
of war or of crooked poliqr, but in ordinary times, on ordi- 
nary occasions, and under their wisest regulations. 

To say that India is incapable of this, would be to sup- 
pose that the most productive soil in the universe, abound- 
ing with a population of free men, fond of agricukural 
pursuits, is nevertheless incapable of being brought to yield 
a produce equal to that of those countries which are less 
luxuriant, thinly-peopled, or depend for their cultivation 
on careless and compulsory labour. But this cannot be ; 
and we may therefore rest assured of the most extensive 
capability of India. 

But to avail ourselves of this capability, India must not 
be left, as she has been^ almost to nature; for nature deals 



PERMANENT SETTLEMENT. l233 

not in exports. The local governments of India are deeply 
responsible to their superiors at home, and to their coun-* 
tiy, for what they may do or omit in tfcis ric^peet. They 
have every encouragement which the prevailing taste of 
thcgr countrjrmen for improvement can secure to them, 
and they have both the power and the means, in India, to 
do what certainly " eye hath not seen," but even what it 
is not easy to conceive^ for the mutual benefit of both 
countries. 

Wise r^ulations, having for their object the encourage- 
ment of the agricultural classes, as well, however, as the 
security of the capitalist, whether native or European, 
who may ^vance his funds, are the very first object. 
Tlie Indian cultivator is poor ; and to extend his cultiva- 
tion he must borrow, or take " advances," to render his 
crop at a price fixed on before it is reaped. The regula- 
tions of government give the person whose money is 
advanced no power over the crop: the temptation is 
therefore so. great, and the opportunity so enticing, that 
were that class of perscms not the most virtuous of the 
people, there would be no possibility of dealing with them 
at all; and even with all their honesty, it is only in indigo, 
now, where the chance of high profit is so great, that any 
ci^italist can prudently venture to engage in the cultiva- 
tion of exportable produce. Sugar, at present, cannot be 
ventured upon, because the certainty of loss by advances, 
would do more than balance the gain. But Were it prac- 
ticable, by an equitable law, to diminish the risk in aiding 
the cultivator, which the capitalist would then gladly 
incur, I have no doubt, in spite of the protecting duties at 
home, sugar to any extent mi^t be exported with a pro- 
fit I mention this point, and tliat particylar article of 
prioduce, merely as an illustration. 
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Then we come to. tbe improvenients in Ae interior of 
ibe coiintrj which mi^t be made* These consist of pnb- 
lie works» SMch as roads of communicationy canals with 
|he same view^ and for the additional purpose of krigi^ 
tion* There is nothing that tendsso much and so rapidly 
to the impiovement of a country, as fiicility of copimnni- 
cation. By effecting this> you brii^ virtnally^ at leasty 
the varioiis parts and provinces nearer to one another ; 
the whole becomes more compact, more vigorous; the 
circulation, before languid and sickly, now becomes rapid 
and healthy. You can exchange commodities in an.Adt^r, 
which before required a week* The expense will be a,^B% 
iking ; it was before a powuL Thus every thing is brou^t 
^ery where at the cheapest possible rate^ and mmy con- 
sequently be exported with an advantage which at pres&it 
f^annot be obtained* . 

Notwithstanding th^ innumerable water«'4racks wfaieh 
pervade the lower portions of the Bengal province^ there 
is no part of India where communicaticHi by means of 
good rpads or nav^able canals is so much wanteds 
There are few nullahs nav^ble even for the lightest 
craft, except in the rainS) and no roads; so that it is only 
whilst the country is inundated that any thing like free 
intercourse prevails between one quarter and uiodi^. 
£very place is consequently left almost entirely to its own 
resources for four-fifths of the year, like a beleaguered 
city suffering every privation, whilst a general superabuiw 
danee rdgns perhaps throughout the country. 

Then, i^ain, canals £»* irngaticm. In Bengal irrig»^ 
tioa is scarcely known ; yet there cannot be a doubt ot 
the incalculable advantage to agriculture which it would 
produce. The soil of the lower parts of Beng^ is not 
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^refreshed in the moderate degree oongemal to cullivation. 
It is either inundated, or parched ahnost to absolute ste- 
rili^, like the effects of intoxication on the human firame ; 
for having been the more drunk it becomes the more dry. 
And the soil is of that nature, that as soon as the mobture 
is evaporated, which a few day$ after the waters subside 
are sufficient to ^oomplish» the face of the earth beoomes 
%o indurated, that it resembles a sur&ce of rock inter* 
sected by fissures, its miniature ravines, which no tender 
plant can perforate. It requires no more to convince one 
of the advantage which the command of refreshing mois- 
ture would give to the cultivator of such a soil. The 
more elevated parts of the province of B^iga}» and all 
the other parts of the Company's dominions, are equally 
in want of the means of easy irrigation* At the same 
time^ it must be confessed that the inhabitants stand no less 
in need of some stimulus, to induce them to use the means 
now within the stope of their exertion ; for the Bengatese 
most fully verify the observation, that wherever nature has 
been found to do most for man, there man has ever been 
found to do least for himself. 

The Bengal husbandman awaits the vernal showers 
before he can deposit the seed of some of his most valu-> 
able crops. But the vernal showers are sometimes very 
scanty ; sometimes they do not come at all, and oAjen so 
late that the periodical inundation finds his crop on foot| 
and levels it to the ground, to rise no joiore. . An artificial 
sprinkling of water, two or three times repeated, would 
have secured his seed-time and his harvest, and a certain, 
perhaps superabundant crop ; for nature rejects not the 
aid of man, but delights in it^ and assuredly rewarda his 
labour. 
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It is difficult to estimate with any precision the value of 
irrigation in a tropical climate. Even in Spain, Itaty, and 
the southern parts of Eurc^ie, access to- water for irriga^ 
tion raises the value cxf land to diree» nay four times that 
which the same land would fotch wiliiout water for irriga- 
tkm. It enables the husbandtiian to keep the gtound 
cfltutaiitly under crop, without iinpoverishment or dimi*- 
nution of produce. Whoever will take the trouble of 
perusing Mr. Arthur Young's Tour, will at once be satis^ 
fied of the importance of the aid which government ought>^ 
and undoubtedly will give, in facilitating this alUpoWerful 
process of the practice of agriculture. I say the aid which 
government ^^ ought to give," because in India, among 
the natives, there aren^th^ the energy to undertake, nor 
the means to accomplish improvements, on a scale so 
extensive as that contemplated here. 

If government should think fit to admit participation in 
attempting such undertakings, it is not to be doubted that 
the co-operation of individuals might be obtained among 
the wealdiy and enterprizing European population. In 
our own country, many highly valuable public works have 
been executed by private associations; and there is at 
least one advantage attending this mode of proceeding, 
which is by no means unimportant, the ultimate expense 
of the work is exceedingly reduced^ and the public may 
consequently be accommodated with its use on propor- 
tionately easy terms. 

In all countries government pay more for work than 
individuals do; and I believe India is no 'exception. In- 
stead of diligence and eccmomy, neglect and peculation 
more frequently prevail in the execution of government 
works in all quarters of the world. The exjSense is in- 
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creased beyond the most ample estimate ; delay and disap- 
pointment necessarily foliow, till the patrons and warmest 
supporters of the work are disgusted. The consequence 
is, that no man loves to be deceived, whether intentionally 
or otherwise; the most patriotic governments and indi- 
viduals get tired of proposing and supporting schemes, 
however valuable they may seem, which are nevertheless 
in the end so likely to " let them in" for a share of the 
well-merited^obloquy attached to the execution of them. . 

The Bengal government has lately apprppriated a large 
fund, from the town duties of the several cities and towns, 
for the internal improvement of the adjacent country. 
But until some better plan be devised than has hitherto 
.prevailed in the M&ufussU for controlling the disburse- 
ment of public improvement — ^funds, I wUl venture to 
say that the amount, whatever it may be, will be spent 
to veiy little purpose. Great virtue is required of those 
who have the expenditure ef such money. But virtue 
alone, even virtiie, will not do here. Science and judg- 
ment, and practical abilities, are indispensable in those 
who have the direction of permanent public works. 

With every disposition to praise this premature bene- 
volence, I think government " have begun at the wrong 
end." Who can approve entirely of voting away money 
without any specific object, without even having a compe- 
tent body qualifiedHo direct the liberality of the state to 
the object in view ? The first thing to be done on an 
occasion of this kind, is to fix up^n one or more indivi- 
duals, men of science, and possessed of that species of 
practical knowledge which will enable them to appropriate 
the funds in the best possible 'mode, to the substantial im- 
provement of the agriculture and commerce of the coun- 
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tiy. Such men ought to be employed first in the busineas 
of investigation and inspection, with the view of pointing 
out to government specific plans of improvement. It 
would then be the time to vote funds and to appropriate 
them ; and government would then have the security of 
these men for their due implication, as far as able superin- 
tendence went, strengthened by the universal feeling 
which every one possesses to promote the success of his 
own plans. 

This subject, however, is altoge^er of so great import- 
ance, as it relates to the welfare both of India and of 
England, that to touch it in the casual manner in wbick 
I am permitted here to do^ is in fact, I fear, rather doing 
it an injury. My motives cannot be misunderstood* Bet 
I earnestly hope that it will not be lost sight of, and that 
measures will ere long be adopted, for realiaang to both 
countries the full value of the liberal dispositioli and int^*- 
iion of the Bei^al government 
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CHAP. V. - 

« 

On the Judicial Administration. 

I HAVE endeavoured to shew, and I trust with success, 
.tbatthe *^ constitution" of India is purely Moohummudan ; 
andaithougkthe Hindoo code has been recognised by 
^ the laws and regulations" of the Grovernor General in 
council, jFet that the Moohummudan law is the only 
public written law of India. It appears to follow, there- 
fore,, that as successors to the Moohummudan monarchy 
of India, or rather adooiimstrators of it, the Moohummudan 
law 18 the' only law which the Briti^ government is legally 
authorized to recognize. 

The ashes of the Hindoo law have indeed been raked 
up by the curiosity of individual research ; but they have 
certainly hot been found worthy of the pain$ bestowed on 
their exhumation: and although the Hindoo law has 
found a place in the laws and regulations of the English 
government, in my judgment it is in no way worthy of 
that distinction. From Mr. Halhed downwards, we may 
certiunly be permitted to say that no one has yet disco- 
Tered any thmg of value in that code : and the only value, 
perhaps, of the research of the Hindoo lawyers is,, that of 
letting us know that there is really nothing valuable to be 
found. This has its value ;^ and I do not mean to diepr^ 
tiate it. But of the law, as expounded by them, who- can 
say any thing favourable ? far less can it be admitted to 
supersede the constitutional^Iaw of the Indian empire, as 
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promulgated and administered throughout India for so 
many ages. 

It would be» in my opinion, as profitable to search for 
the l^ws of the Angles or more early Britains, and to re- 
vive them as the law of England, as it is now to search 
after and to introduce the meagre fragments of the Hin- 
doos as the law of India. 

Nothing but intrinsic excellence in the Hindoo code, 
or its former universal and uniform administration 
throughout India, could justify so great an innovation as 
its re^uloption. The very reverse of this, however, is the 
fact The Hindoo law, as a body of jurisprudence, has no 
intrinsic value ; and instead of having been universally and 
uniformly administered throughout India, what there is 
of it is difiPerent in almost every soubah. Even the law of 
succession, wherein uniformity in the same state is gene- 
rally found, whatever usages may in other matters be suf- 
fered to prevail ; even the Hindoo law of succession is 
found to differ essentilEdly in different districts. We find 
Mr. Colebrooke, the translator of tracts on the law of 
inheritance, talking of the ^^ Bengal school" and tlie ^^ Be^ 
nares school" holding different laws; as if the question 
were one of taste or of the fine arts. 

With respect to comparative merit, the superiority of 
the M oohummudan over the Hindoo law, so fsur as the 
latter is yet known, cannot be doubted. Some, indeed, 
suspect that what there is of worth in the code of the Hin- 
doo is taken from the Moohummudan law ; but this is an 
unnecessary conjecture, for the laws of the Jews were open 
to them, whence the Moohummudans borrowed still more 
freely, as well as from the code of the Romans; the juris<9 
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prudence of those ancient people being the common 
sources of the laws of so many nations of the world. 
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A late writer on Indian history ( Mr. Mill) entecs into 
the question of comparative merit of the two Indian judi- 
cial-systems apparently with considerable infortnation, 
though not without a tinge of irascibility. After treating 
th e Hindoo law wit h the utmos t contempt, he adds, " from 
^^ the above delineation of these great outlines itwill appear, 
^^ that a much higher strain of intelligence runs through 
" the whole of the Moohummudan law, than is to be 
found in the puerilities, and worse than puerilities, of 
the (law of the) Hindoos."* And again : " this indicates 
** a considerable refinement of thought, &c. far removed 
'* .from the brutality which stains the code of the Hindoo."f 
Farther. ^^ There are some absurdities in the Moohum<^ 
'^ mudan law, in the reasons assigned for rejecting theevi- 
^^ dence oi wdmen in criminal cases ; but there is nothing 
^^ in it to compare with the many absurdities of the Hin* 
'^ doo system, which make perjury, in certain cases, a 
virtue." J " The laws of the Hindoos could not originate 
in any other than one of the weakest conditions of hu- 
" man intellect. The Moohummudan la^ is defective, 
"indeed,- as compared with *any very high standard of 
** excellence; but compare it with the standard of any 
" existing system, with the Roman law for instance, or the 
** law of England, aiid you will find its inferiority not so 
** remarkable as those who are familiar with these systems 
<< (the Roman and English), and led by the sound of 
" vulgar applause, are in the habit of believihg."^ 

This 
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* Vol. I. page 639. 
t Tbid. page 644. 



f Ibid, page 640. 
$ Ibid, page G36. 
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This is highjpraise bestowed by Mr. Millpn the Moo- 
hummudan law, and ought assuredly to i^^scue it from 
ever Tieing again put upon its trial of comparison with the 
** £u<$k*ile cpde of the Hindoos/' 



Again, with the intention of raisiiig in estimation the 
Moohummudan law to a level with the laws of the Re- 
mans and English, speaking of the necessity of strict and 
accurate definition, to secure rights by laws, he says, '^ in 
<^ affording strict and accurate definitions of |he rights of 
^^ the individual, the three systems of law, the Roman, 
'< English, and Moohummudan, are not very far fix>m 
" being on a level.'** 

Now, Mr. Mill has fallen far short of the truth here 



for if there be any point in which the Moohimimudan 
law remarkably excels, it is in its remarkable accuracy 
and strictness of definition; which, however, \& not so per- 
-ceptible in an English translation, because of the- differ- 
ence of idiom, and because the English language is not 
«o well formed for strictness of definition as the Arabic, 
the structure of which is more perfect and better fitted for 
grammatical and logical reasoning ; and in this, periiaps, 
the chief excellence of that ancient language -consists. 
Had Mr. Mill read the Moohummudan law in the oriiriHal, 
this superiority would not have escaped him* 

Nor would he have failed to see, that although many 
of its laws are defective, perhaps worse than defective, yet 
as a body of jurisprudence, as a system of law^ it haa no 
equal. I do not now speak of its intrinsic merit, or the 

excellence 

* Vol. I. page 636. 
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excellence pf its political regulations, but of jjbe singulai* 
and systematic mode in which it has been digested, 
arranged, and subjected to the government of rules and 
principles, for the purpose of guiding its application in 
practice; and I am persuaded that, as a body of logical 
and analogical reasoning, shevdng on the one hand, the 
real similitude of things, and on the other, the minute 
shades of distinction which the human mind is capable of 
perceiving, in cases apparently similar, yet different, it 
must leave certainly the English law very far behind. 

My opinion of the Moohummudan law mayjgossibly be 
biassed. Be that as it may, the rank it holds as the basis 
of the constitution, as indeed the written law of India, 
raises the value of that code to an extent that must be 
fiilly admitted. An exposition of the Moohumtnudan 
law is a desideratum of infinite importance ; and I shall 
be glad to'find that any thing^ I may be able to say here, 
may induce those who have the power to adopt the mea- 
sures necessary for cultivating a knowledge of it, so truly 
indispensable both to those who legislate for, and those 
who administer the laws to the people of India. Were it> 
indeed, of no other use but as an exercise for the intellect^ 
the study of the Moohummudan law would be intrinsically 
valuable. I will venture to say, that fto one can study 
with attention a good treatise on the Moohummudan law, 
without having his reasoning faculties improved. He 
may, sometimes, indeed, smile at their philosophy ; but he 
will, at the same time, learn of them hdw to think with 
accuracy in the search of truer wisdom. 

With respect to the English law, and its fitpess to be 
made^ either a part of, dr to supersede entirely the atncient 
law of India, it is necessary for me to say something. 

R 2 In 
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In Mr. Mill's estimation the law of England has very 
much suffered in comparison wi(h the Moohummudait 
code. But Mr. MiH is n ot the firstjhat has expressed an- 
unfavourable opinion of the English law. It has often. 
IbeeiTcensured by Englishmen of the greatest wisdom and. 
experience. What encouragement, then, have we to 
transplant it' into India? The English have, in £act, no 
regular code of law. A multiplicity of statutes they have, 
indeed ; but they are unintelligible to many, most of them 
altered or partially revoked, many altogether rescinded, 
so that an English gentleman knows not where to look 
for law. He is, therefore, compelled on every occasion 
to refer to* a practitioner ; and this practitioner refers not 
to any standard authorized by the con^itutional legislature 
of England, but to a body of decisions on particular cases, 
which have t^^en passed from time to time in the courts, 
by men, some of whom were wise, and some perhaps not 
so ^^ full of wisdom," but whose said decbioris have, in 

fact, now become the law of England. 

. ... 

Such law being founded upon no general principles, 
but piled up, as it were, upon particular cases as they 
arose, must ever be uncertain, because there can be no 
two cases, occurring at different periods, precisely similar 
in every point of view : and, at best, it is but a crude 
mode of law-making. It is a kind of ex past facto manu- 
facture, which must ever have been influenced, in some 
degree, by the peculiar circumstances of the parties to the 
case on which the decision was passed, as well as by the 
sentiments and feelings of the times. 

This mode of legislation is completely reversing the 
order of things. The duty of a judge is to explain and 
to administer, not to make laws. 

The 
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The Etiglish criminal law is by a M oohuminudan law- 
yer esteemed barbarous in the extreme. It tertainly has 
ever been found inadequate to the purpose for which it 
was designed. It has failed to check crime; and only by 
the permission of Providence has it succeeded in peopling 
the wilds of America and New Holland. Its severity has 
become latterly the means of rendering it in many cases a 
dead letter. The feelings of the people are inimical to it ; 
and the officers of the Crown have often failed, notwith- 
standing the clearest evidence, to get th^ potiistitutional 
tribunals to convict un^jLer it. 

A Moohummudan lawyer would naturally ask, upon 
what principle is it that the life of a human being shoqld 
be taken away for stealing the value of a few pieces of fil- 
ler, when the most notorious adulterer and seducer, the 
destroyer, perhaps, not of the life, but certainly of the 
honour, peace, and happiness, not only of the individual 
more immediately injured, but of whole families, is suf- 
fered to pass unpunished by the law : nay, to live openly 
in the sin of adultery, in the face of all mankind ? 

He would also ask, on what principle is the severity 
of the law of forgery founded? Why is a man to 
suffer death for making an imitation of one thing which 
has- no recU value (a scrawl or engraving on a bit of 
worthless paper), when he may imitate every thing else 
of value which the same person possesses? He may 
imitate even his best invention, and utter it with the in- 
tention of defrauding the inventor. If tlve inventor h^ 
obtained a protection for his invention, the imitator is at 
most liable only to fine. If no protection has be^n 
obtained, the imitator has acted legally, though he has 
defrauded the other perhaps of 4;hou$ands ; but if he thus 

R 3 * ''imitate 



\ 



S46 JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION. 

imitate and sell, that is issue his i^ote, for twenfty shillings, 
he is hanged* 

* 

The M'oohummudan lawyer will thiiik farther. He 
will refer to his own law, and there he will find that it is 
the duty of every owner of property to adopt proper and 
effectual means of a physical nature, sufficient (generally 
speaking) to secure his property. If he have not done 
this, its abstraction from him, though a misdemeanor is 
not theft, under the statute* Analogy would therefore 
immediately suggest to a Moslem, that if an individual, 
or body of individuals, shall choose to create a property 
on a bit of worthless paper, and that that property shall 
be found from experience not to be under that degree of 
protection which is required by law over all other pro- 
perty, but to be constantly exposed as the easiest prey, as 
notes are, by being so easily forged, be would immediately 
conclude that such property is not sufficiently guarded by 
its owner, and consequently is without the protection of 
the law. 

Forgery, in its effects with reference to him whose name 
is forged, is a wicked attempt to ruin his credit. This is 
done every day in fifly different ways, and the Ifitw atvards 
damages only. With reference again to the person to 
whom the forged paper is tendered, it- is an attempt tx) 
defrajid him of his property wilfully, by giving him in 
lieu of it that which has no value. I say wil&lly, because 
the act of giving him the true note of a bankrupt would 
be an equal fraud and injtucy, quoad the persdn imposed 
upon. A nefarious act certainly, hut, essentially, not in 
any uncommon de^ee atrocious* . 

These are the elements of this great crime. It is pro- 
secuted 
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secuted by the party whose credit is attacked, not by him 
who is drfrauded of his property; and instead df damages, 
his due, he pro(;ures the deadi of the defendant. 

Nor could a Moslem lawyer admit (and all India will 
Qgree wiih hka), that the having more wives than one is a 
^ritsae va^riting capital punishment: noir that it is felony to 
go about on a hi^ road, or to hunt deer with a black face 
(9th Geo. L c. 22). Nor would he think it a felony, without 
benefit of clergy, for a soldier or mariner wandering about 
Ihe realm widiout a testimonial, or pass, from a justice of 
ihe peace ; but yet it is so by 39th £Uz« c* 1*7; Nor that 
it ill criminal tp ride or go about with arms; nor would he 
think it a felony to solemnize a marriage in any other 
pli^e than a church, except by, licence from the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury (26th Geo. II. c. S3). Nor that 
he was liable to suffer death for having carnal connexion 
with a female under ten years of age, whether with or 
without her consent 

A Moohummudan lawyer, were he to sit down and com- 
pare his own law with ours, would no doubt pay us home, 
by developing all our legal deformities, as we have with 
very great pains done the foibles of his law. Nor would 
he estimate, perhaps so highly as we do, its excellencies. 
^ren its two great and pre-eminent towers, the habeas corpus 
and the trial by jury, might not extrac^ any uncommon 
eulogium. He would approve of the former, because, by his 
own law, every judge is not only empowered to inquire into 
the state of prisons,. and into the case of all. prisoners, but 
\m is strictly ^d}flKiied, above.all things, to visit the jails, and 
to inquire personally of every uidimdual the grounds of his 
confinement and nature of his case, and' to. give him iielief 
according to law. A most merciful law it is too, bom- 

R 4 pared 
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pared with tke English. I say he would approve (^ the 
HabeaB Corpus (H' it did not indeed give his wives the 
power of relieving themselves from the incarceraticm of 
his zunanah) ; but he woy.id tell us, that' but for this 
statute, of which we bo^st so much, we should be no 
better than slaves, who might, at the nod'*of our mastor, 
be ^npris€med to remain during his pleasure;. and that^ 
after all, it wasi no great matter to boast of that we were 
not slaves. 

Of the trial b y jur^so foiuily cherished by us, that cS 
late years it is doubtful whether it may npt possibly have 
induced many a patriot to commit crime for the sake^ 
enjoying the pleasure of a trial, he might think di£feready 
from us. Its advantag es, though h%hly extolled , have 
often been questioned even in E ngland , In other coun-» 
tries it has not been so highly valued. It was introduced 
intolhe French criminal code by Bonaparte ; and if we 
credit the Edinburgh Review, it required the isatroducer 
to apologize to the people for its introduction, though the 
whole criminal code, and the mode of procedure of the 
iury, are, in the estimation of those writers, far superior 
to our own. Men of the lower orders in France are not 
allowed to sit on juries. 

By " the code d*instruction criminelle " of Bonaparte, 
juries can only be formed from seven classes of persons, 
all; of the age of thirty and upwards. 

1st. Members of electorate colleges. 

2d. From the three hundred domiciliated persons who 
pay the highest amount of tax«5. 

3d. Functionaries of the administrative order, nomi^ 
hated by the emperor, 

4tb 
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4th. From doctors or licentiates of the four faculties, 
laembers of die Institute or of learned societies recognized 
by govemmenU 

5th. Notaries. 
' 6th.. Bankers and merchants taking out a licence, of 
one of the two highest classes. 

7th. From among the agents (query deputies) ef the 
adminislxative anthories, who have a salary of four thou- 
sand &8SC8. 

On special application or recommendation of the mi- 
nister ^of justice, individuals, though not of the above 
orders, " eminently qualified," may be put on the list of 
jurymen.* 

From sixty summoned, thirty-six are chosen^ and from 
diirty-six, the twelve are balloted who are to' sit; and the 
accuser and accused, equally, each may challenge peremp- 
torily. No questions asked ; but twelve of these thirty-six 
must be taken. They are to decide : have you a clear 
conviction that the accused is guilty (^ the matter charged 
in the indictment? The Reviewers say of a jury: "Is a 
** jury in its best stat^ the best possible instrument of judi- 
'^ cature ? We have often frankly acknowledged that our 
*^ estimate of its utility is very far from raising it so 
'' high as a very great proportion of our countrymen 
« hold it." Vol. xvii. p. 110. 

V The Mooftee, also, might perhaps find some difficulty 
in comprehending the advantages of jury-trial, as it is 
earned into effect in practice. If he were sure that he 
Jiad not offended against the law, he would prefer being 

tried 

« £din. Rev. 
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tried by judges who knew the law that must acquit hiki, 
and could of their own knowledge tell that he had not 
transgressed it. He would prefer this to the horrid uncer- 
tainty of depending upon the chance verdidt of ignorant 
men, biassed perhaps by the eloquence of a {deader, more 
eager to shew his powers of oratory than to eficit the 
truth, and treating (as the honorable compeers in the box 
are now accustomed with us in England tx> treat, occasion- 
ally) the Opinions of the judges with " proper contempt'^ 

The Mooftee would be surprized to be told that tiie 
jury are ** to judge of the law as well as of the fact;" and 
would naturally ask, how can a man judge of the law who 
does not know the law? And if juries are to judge of the 
whole issue, not knowing the law, where is the use of 
your laws ? Call your trial by jury, arbitration ; or, he 
might add, if you choose, a punehayet (as our Indian pea- 
santry call their village-courts ; and from which your trial 
by jury is perhaps descended, from times when there was 
no, or very little, written law among you): butit is a1>surd 
to talk of being tried by the laws of one*s country, 
and after all to have for your judges men who know 
nothing of those laws, and will not be instructed imless 
they please. 

» 

" These," would the Mooftee say, " are some of the 
" objections 1 would submit; but still," he would add, 
probably, ** if you will assure me that you have never had 
" inndcent individuals condemned, or guilty culprits ac- 
" quitted, by the influence of vulgar error or of popular 
" clamour, I shall not urge the point fertlierj but tidmit 
" that I have been out theoried. You must not, however, 
** commend this law for leaning to the side of mercy^ till 
" you have first shewn that the acquittal of a criminal is 

" mercy 
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^^ mercy^ Remember that every instance of such menmf is 
'^ an allurement to the commissidn of crime. It gives 
^^ the vicious the hope of one more chance of escape, and 
^ perhaps casts the trembling balance,, which before indi- 
^^ cated to him to refrain. God forgive me a sinner,'' 
the learned Moohnmititidan' would say, ^* and the sins of 
<< all mankind, for I cannot think this mercy; but rather 
^^ that mercy in a law consists in the certainty of its pro- 
'^ curing the punishment of the guilty, and the celtaiilty 
^^ of its ensuring the acquittal of the innocent 






" ITie punishment of every crime, by every law, is a 
" greater evil to the individual -who commits the crime, 
^^ than the advantage that could arise to him from its 
'^ commission. Every person who is* sane will balance 
^^ consequences, and choosy that which is least irksome : 
" therefore he will choose to refrain from crime, rather 
" than incur the certainty of punishment. Consequently, 
as an absolute certainty of punishment, which you may 
call cruelty if you please, would put an end to all 
crime, and an^ absolute certainty of acquittal would 
promote every species of trani^gression, your mercy 
** .would be cruelty, and my cruelty mercy, 

" Upon the whole," the learned Moslem would add, 
'^ permit me to say, that although our law, having been 
^^ framed for a state of society now no more, is doubtless 
^f defective^ it is nevertheless not inferior to yours ; and 
** £u*ther (which is of greater importance), that it con- 
** tains principles which will admit of its improvement 
^^ and extension, so as to become applicable to the change 
'^ c^the times; and which principles^ if judiciously ap- 
^^ plied, might, without destroying or even injuring its 
*^ original fabric, be made the b^is of a< code that should 

« hold 
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'* hold a high place even in your own estimation: a f^ 
more perfect code than those who know it not can be- 
lieve. If you desire to legislate for this empire forget 
*^ not this I Do not despise the wisdom of our God and 
" yours ; of our prophet, of our holy men, of our fore- 
*' fathers, which has been the guide of our actions here 
** and is the source of our hopes hereafter, the standard by 
^* which our ideas, our morals, and those of our fellow- 
'^ subjects (though religious foes) have for ages ofages been 
** formed : the very bond which unites society. If you 
^^ take away this, we shall no longer know in what rela- 
** tion we stand to one another. A father will not know 
^* the propinquity of his child, nor the child that of his 
" father ; a husband that of his wife, a wife that of her 
^* husband: a law which age has rendered venerable, 
" both to the believer and the unbeliever. As you are 
" humane, you will preserve and reverence it, for its own 
** sake and ours ; as you are wise, you will preserve and 
improve it for your own." 



(( 



« 

You cannot chafige the law of any country for that of 
any other, even for a better, without offering great vio- 
lence to the people. To the people of India above all 
others. The following authentic anecdote will illustrate 
,this and the subject I am adverting to. That it may 
suffer as little as possible by translation, it shall be told as 
near as can be in the manner in which a venerable and 
grave personage might be supposed to narrate it. 

' " We all, men of my age, I mean," said the venerable 
Aabd-^K)! Waez, " remember when the^ English la^w was 
" administered to us by the English judges of the King^ 
" Supreme Court (pronounced by my friend Shubreem 
" Koorut) : but God forgive us poor ignorant people, 



/ 
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our fathers not knowing the intention of those great 
judges, had never taught us to read English nor to 
** understand that law^ VlTien a man came to us to 
^* deliver an order to appear before the Supreme Court 
of Calcutta many knew not how to act* The distance 
was great, and they had no means of defraying the 
.e;cpense of so long a journey. In the nriidst of this 
dilemma they were perhaps seized and dragged many- 
" hundred miles to the great court of Calcutta, where 
they were told, perhaps, that they were to be sent to 
prison for contempt by an order of court (which he 
called the Lord Justey Saheb ha hookmj. 



C6 









** Other respectable men again were carried to Cal- 
cutta, the distance of live hundred miles, on the affida- 
vit (pronounced by my friend cAidabi) of some, mis- 
creant, perhaps, the truth of which had not been 
inquired into ; and there, removed from all his friefids, 
" in the land of strangers, ordered either to find bail or 
** to go to prison, to the everlasting disgrace of his family. 
" The alternative of bail was nugatory; for removed 
" from all who knew him, who would be his bail? He 
*' was, therefore, obliged to go to prison till the ses- 
" sions: perhaps for six months. He knew not whether 
** he was to be made innocent or guilty ; for he was pro- 
^* bably not a rich man,, to be able to employ attorneys 
^^ and lawyers to tell his tale to the Lord Justey Saheb, for 
^^ he could not himself, as he did not understand his lan- 
" guage ; and although there were doubtless gentlemen 
" in attendance to explain, yet every one knows how 
** much the spirit of discourse vanishes in passing through 
** the mouth of an interpreter : the mental communion, 
** indeed, which exists between the speaker and hearer, 

« in 
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*< in earnest and direct commpnicationy being altogether 
<< lost, and cannot be interpreted. 

> 
<< You will scarcely believe ine>" continued the old 

man, *^ for you was not bom till more favourable times, 

<* when I relate to you the following story of the great 

^ judge's court, and of the Englisdi law of Calcutta : . In 

<^ the year 1192 of our era, Meer ]Vd[oohuxnmud Jaafur 

<^ died at Patna, leaving considerably property but no 

<< children. His heirs, by the Moohummudan law (which 

<< was then administered by a kauzee and two moofiees 

<< under the Provincial Court of Patna), were his widow^ 

*' whotookher share, and his nephew, who took ^eresidue. 

<^ The distribution was made, by order of the Company's 

" Court, according to our own law ; but the widow, insti- 

^ gated by base persons, produced a forged will and 

^ claimed.upon it The forgery was detected. She then 

<< absconded, carrying away with her the title-deeds be- 

'^ longing to the estate, and the female slaves, and went 

<^ to live among a gang of fakeers in the neighbouijhood, 

^ refusing to give up the title-deeds and slaves. The 

" nephew complained to the Provincial Court that she 

<< had disgraced the family, by thus absconding, and 

<^ prayed that she might be ordered to return, and also 

<< to give up the slaves and deeds belonging to the estate. 

^ His prayer was granted; and the kauzee" issued his 

" order to call upon the widow to conform. She declined 

<^ to do SO) and watchmen were ordered to watch her : a 

^* species of constraint which the Moohummudan law and 

<^ customs of the country autliorize. She still refused, 

<< ^d at the end of six weeks the guard was withdrawn. 

^^ The widow, instigated as before mentioned, brought 
<< an action against the nephew and the kauzee and moof- 

" tees 
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*^ tees in tke Supreme Court- of Calcutta, on the ground 
^^ -of their proceedings, and she laid the damages at six 
^' lakl^ of rupees. Ilie nq>hew pleaded that he was not 
*^ amenable to the King's court ; but the judges said that 
<^ he was. How I know not, as he had never been nearer 
<^ Calcutta than Monghyr (three hundred miles), in his 
'^ life* They said, however, that he was a zumeendar, 
^^ and that every zumeendar is a servant of the Company ; 
** which is very true. Indeed^ we are all slaves of the 
^^ Company, and so they may haye been right. But to 
*' be servants of the Company without receivii^ any 
*^ wages, merely to be dragged to Calcutta jail, was what 
"we did not before know; and we were all so greatly 
<^ alarmed at this, that many of the most respectable 
" zumeendars and talookdars in Bahar petitioned the 
*' most excellent Governor Hastings (whom we all knew 
** did not wish for such service from us his willing slaves) 
** to protect them from this great court; orifthispro- 
'* tection could not be granted, entreating him to take 
^^ their ^umeendaries baok, and to suifi^ them to depart 
in peace to another country. 



(C 



'> The kauzee and mooftees pleaded that they acted 
" under the orders and authority of a competent courts 
<^ and that a judge and his law officers thus acting, could 
" not be, responsible in damages to those who might com- 
" ptedn of his decrees. The great Lord Justey 8aheb, 
^* however, would not hear of this, but declared, them 
liablein damages; andafter entering. minutely into.the 
case, and holding voluminous proceedings, they sen- 
tenced those helpless bedmrrahs to pay three lakhs of 
rupees in damages, and nine thousand two hundred and 
eight rupees expenses. 

« The 
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^^ The defendants, especially the kauzeeand the meo& 
tee, had never seen so much money in . their lives (for 
with us the law is not the road to riches), and were 
utterly . unable to pay. They were therdEbre seized 
and dragged to Calcutta; but the kauzee, who was an 
old man, who had been chief kauzee of the proviace 
for many years, was unable to endure so much vexa** 
tion and dishonour, and he expired by the way. The 
rest were carried to Calcutta and lodged in the com- 
mon jail, where they remained till they were released 
by the interference of the King and Parliament of Eng* 
land (whom God preserve) in 1781; who ordered a 
large sum of money to be given them to soothe 
them for th.eir disgrace and sufiPerings, and to be 
not only re-instated in their offices, but to be raised txi 
the office of Moohummudan counsellors to the court of 
Patna. 



** The Governor-General, the protector of the poor 
and the justifier of the just, did indeed order that those 
becharras (helpless persons), as they had acted under 
legal authority, and only in discharge ,of their duty, 
should be indemnified by government. But, at that 
time, as I have since heard, the Lord Jiistey Saheb 
said that the Grovemor himself was amenable to thek 
court Nay, I have been credibly informed, that the 
Governor and Council themselves were summoned to 
appear in the Supreme Court, in an action, to answer 
at the instance of Causseenaut Baboo: till at length, 
the wisdom of government made them set at naught 
the vain and presumptuous pretension of this coart^i. 
and to issue a proclamation, telling all their subjects in 
the provinces to do the same, unless those who were 
really servants of the Company, or who had agreed to 

*' answer 
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" Answer in- that court ; which relievied the whole of the 
** proTinces from the greatest consternation* And thus 
^* by the blessing of God, we were released from the jaws 
^ c£ this monster, whose head We had only yet seen, whose 
*^ size no man could fathom, but which threatened the 

inhabitants of these provinces with destruction, and the 

provinces themselves with desolation." 

•* TTiis," added my venerable friend, " was long before 
your time, Sir, and you may not believe my word ; but 
no doubt your historians, who leave nothing unrecorded^ 
have not forgot so great ah affair," 









cc 



My friend here finished his discourse ; and on making 
the necessary inquiry, I found that all he had said was 
quite true, and that government itself, in their letter to 
the Court of Directors dated 15th January 1776, thus 
state the conduct of the judges. " That Mr. Justice Le- 
maistre declared, in his address to the late grand jury, 
that a very erroneous opinion had been formed by the 
** Governor-General and Council, distinguishing betweeii 
** the situation of the East-India Company, as Dewan, 
*^ fix>m the common condition of a trading company. He 
** (the justice) made no scruple in avowing a decided 
** opinion, that no true distinction, in reason, in law, or 
justice, can, or ought to be made, between the East- 
India Company as a trading company, and the East- 
'• India Company as . Dewan (or Sovereign) of these 
" provinces; and that, in matters of revenue, the ma- 
*• nagement of government was not exclusive, but subject 
to the jurisdiction of the King's Court : to disobey the 
orders and mandatory process of which would be 
equally penal for the Company^ or those acting for 
^ them in matters of revenue) as in all other matters 

s " whatsoever; 
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<< whatsoever ; and that the said court held out in Urre^ 
^^ rem over them the penalties of high treason, in re&sing 
^^ d[)edience to their court. • That under pretext of 
^* requiring evidence, this court had demanded the j^x>^ 
^* duction in court, of papers liable to cpntain the most 
<^ secret acts of government That the secretary, t^ 
" government had been served with a writ, ca4ed «**- 
*^ posna duces tecum : and attending the court without the 
^^ papers^ he was told that he had brought upon himself 
^^ all the damages of the suit. That upon hia rejH'esent- 
<^ ing the impossibility of his produci;)^ the records in 
^* court, having been forbidden so to do by government^ 
" he was ordered to declare which of the members of 
^^ Council voted for the refusal of the recoidiS, and which 
" (if any) for their production. Pe demuired, but was 
" made to answer ; and every member of the Council who 
^^ concurred m the refusal was declared liable to«n action. 

In forwarding this statement to government, the Court 
of Directors themseves most justly state : ^* that the p^ud 
^^ law of England was utterly repugnant to those laws and 
<^ customs by which the, people of India had been hitherto 
<< governed ; that nevertheless Mata Rajah Nuncoinar 
^^ was indicted, tried, convicted, and executted^ for aii of^ 
" fence (forgery) which is not capital by the laws of India; 
^^ that the judges seem to lay it down as a general prin* 
<^ ciple, in their proceedings against thi$f Rajah, that all 
*^ the criminal law of .Eijigland is in force in India upcm 
" all the inhabitants.'* 

T 

They ask : ^f shall all the species of £^lony created hf 
^^ the black-act be introduced? Shall a man. convicted for 
f^ the first time, of bigamy (which is allowed, nay, almost 
^^ commanded by their law), be burnt in the hand if he 

" can 
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^^ caii residf and hanged if he cannot ? These are only 
^^someofthe eonsequenceswe hint iat-^If it were legal 
^ to trj, contact, and execute Rajah NunGomar fyt for^ 
^^ gery» on the. statute of George II. it must, as they con- 
^^roeived^ be equfdly legal to try^ convict, and punish the 
^^ Viceix>y of Bengal, and all his court, for bigamy, unde^ 
<* the statute serf* James I !" 

I hare, I am aware, dwelt on this topic longer perhaps 
than might be deemed necessary. The question of the 
introdiictiGai of the English law into India, however, it 
miKst be admitted, is one of great importance; it cannot, 
dierefore, be without iis^ifi^ to exhibit, 6ven in this way, 
what may be part of the consequences of such introduction, 
by shewing what distress and universal dismay it did really 
occasion, when, though erroneously, the zemeendars and 
od^rs wore supposed to be mnenable to the English law. 

Whether, therefore, we view the English law with re- 
ference to its intrinsic worth, or to its fitness for the 
people of India, forming our opinion of it from the expe- 
neikce the unfortunate inhabitants^ of these provinces had 
o£ it durkig the short, but eventftil, period they were cruelly 
held amendble- to it, we can only come to one rational 
eonbhusion; and that is, thiat its introduction iiito India 
would. be J equally iniquitous and impolitic : that, however 
sntable* it may be in an. enl^tened country, among 
people who have made it, and who have been formed by it, 
administered by judges, certainly as upright and inde- 
pendent as our India judges arey but still acting under the 
eye of a thinking and a searching public, yet it requires 
no great stretch of thought to be convinced, that where 
none of these circumstances and correctives exist, the 
administration of it might be very pernicious. 

s 2 Speaking 
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Speaking of the reformation of the courts of jostioe &€ 
Bengal, Uie Author of " Plans for the Gov^ronent of In- 
dia !' says : ^^ The hints of Lord Clive discover to u% that 
<^ hpwever simple the principles of natural jinlice may. 
" be, and however perfectly it may have been copied ixi 
^^ the laws df England, yet it was impracticahle to intro<- 
'^ duce those laws as the measure of. right ^ndwrongiin 
*^ Hindoostan. The laws of that country, as well as the 
<^ courts of justice, proceed from a govepiunent pa*fectly 

opposite in its spirit to that of England ; and the app&* 
<* cation of them had become familiar to : the peofii^ 

through customs not less dj^milar to ours* Time.li^. 

shewn us, that we mayimprove, but .cannot alter the 
^^ India jurisprudence^ Though the laws of Rome iur-. 

aished a fine system of jurisprudence to our ancestors, 
^ they preferred their own common law to > this model; 
<^.and yet the one had sprung fix>m the refined. m^dios 
*^ of the Stoics, and the other firom the military establish- 
" ments q{ the Goths/'* And again : " The expieriments 
<^ which have been made to engraft the laws and practice 
^^ of England upon the jurisdiction of L&dia, have proved 
<^ to us that the most laudable efforts we have been able 
<^ to make have not answered the beneficial ends in-? 
•^ tended."f " The conclusion is, that we must go oxl gm- 
*' dually to improve the <x)urts of justice known in that 
^^ country, till time and habit shall give them such a de^ 
<< gree of perfeeition as the prejudices -and manners of the 
" people admit "J 

Yet, have I heard of j^^es of his Majesty's court of 
Calcutta who have spoken with unqualified opinion of 
die gi»ftt advantage which the introduciJou of th&*EngUsh 

•law 

• Vol I. page 70. f Ibid, pag^ 404. | Ibid, page 406. 
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lawvrould prove to India ; and I have been informed that- 
some of them have gone the length of recommending, in 
writing to the government, the introduction of the Eng- 
lish law into India* But when we consider the education 
of ^these men, we ought not to be altogether surprised at 
their partiality. Their intimate knowledge of the law^ as 
well as of its practice, makes them insensible of the intri- 
cacies of its ways: or they may believe even its tortu- 
osities partake of the beautiful, though they are doubtless 
horrid in appearance and destructive in experiience to 
those to whom they are less femililaf. There is, more- 
over, at present, a perfect anarchy of law (if I may so ex- 
press myself) in India; which, to a systematic lawyer, 
must doubtless appear the worst of all evils. 

r have heard the same doctrine broached by individuals 
of the Company's service. It is needless to add the fw- 
feiture this caused them in my estimation ; but, in justice 
to the service, I must say, that I never knew such a senti- 
ment entertained by any one, whose knowledge of the 
people, or of either liaw, rendered his opinion valuable ; 
And should such an opinion be ventured in England by 
any one, who from having been in India, or even having 
held a judicial^ situation there, may be thought qualified 
to judge, let me tell the reader that there have been, and 
still may be, judges in India, who understand but little of 
any law under the sun, and who have probably n6ver 
taken the trouble to think on the subject. That a know- 
Fedge of the law, or of any law, is not a qualification 
always found in an English India judge ; 'for that the In- 
£an government are constrained to place men in judicial 
situations who have no previously acquired knowledge of 
the law. Qne of tjhemselves (Mr. James Stuart, lately a 
member of the Bengal government) sh^ll speak for them 

s 3^ on 
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on this poiiit ^^ The courts,-' says he^ *^ h»VQ no foed. 
^^ principles of jurisprudence to direct their inyestigsr. 
^< tions and govern their decisions ; and the Judges are 
<^ not only destitute of l^al knowledge, but, from cirr 
^^ cumstances beyond control, cannot be selected for dis- 
^' cretion and knowledge of bu^ness/'* 

Lord Clive, in his celebrated plan for the government 
of Jndia, declared ^^ that the attempt to introduce the 
^^ £nglish laws throughout our possessions in India, 
" would be absurd and impracticable/'f 

The question then is, what law ought to be introduced? 
I answer, at once, the Moohummudan law ; and my opi- 
nion is corroborated by many : among others, the author 
of the sensible work last quoted, Plans/or India. " First,'* 
sayil he, ^^ it is proposed that the Moohummudan law 
^* shall, in general^ be held the rule- of conduct. for aU 
" authorized native courts."}: 

. The Moohummudan- law is, I have said, that which 
ought to prevail. It is the law which has^ prevailed 
throughout India for seven or eight hundred years ; the 
lawpf the government to which we succeeded; the law 
which, in one instance, at least, we became bound to admi- 
nister, by the acceptance of the solemn grant which gave 
us the country from the fallen emperor, whom we now 
chuse to represent I do not say, however, that the Moo- 
hummudan law should be introduced blindly, with its 
obvious defects. Take that law, properly understood, 
adopt it as far as can be done, revise it, improve it, ad- 
hering 

* Minute on Judicial S^tem of India, page Id. 
f Plans, page 67. t Ibid, page 414. 
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hering to it in every case where practicable; and I ven^^ 
ture to say, we shall find that tl^ere.are few points in their 
code, where justice and sound sense have not been advo- 
cated. 

I^ as I have said elsewhere, government aband^i the 
iftws which for ages prevailed, which of necessity have 
greatly influenced the habits of the people, and which the 
British legislature has in fact guaranteed to them, for laws 
and regulations of its own, however good and equitable as 
we may think, we can hardly expect the people to go 
along with us. We must be prepared for opposition, in 
the hearts at least, not only of our subjects, but of our 
own native l^w oflScers. And, at best, it is but a rude way 
of repairing a fabric, to neglect the symmetry of the an- 
tient building, or to demolish it. How much more mas-- 
terly, how much more becoming so great a government, 
how much more beneficial, effectual, to carry with it the 
minds of its subjects and the strenuous efforts of its own 
public officers, by engrafting whatever may be approved 
of our own more enlarged system of justice on the antient 
stock of their venerated laws : a measure equally desirable 
and practicable ;^for it does not admit of doubt, that there 
is no point of importance to be met with in the MooJium- 
mudan code, on which sound sense and reascto have not 
had their respectable and (by themselves) respected advo- 
cates^ and if government would but thus proceed, tliey 
Would unquestionably get the native learning, both of the 
dead and of the living, to co-operate with them in the 
formation of a system of jurisprudence, which should not 
only prove the greatest blessing they could bestow on the 
people, but be a lasting monument of the wisdom, and 
not less so of that rarest but greatest of all qualities of a 

s 4 government, 
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government, that of being able to nde its SttfafecCs fcgr 
means of their own prejudices an(f affections^ 

It has been said by a great man, that *^ there is some* 
*' thing else than the mere alternative of absolute destmc- 
^^ tion or unreformed existence/' and *^ that a true jjkdi- 
*' tician always considers how he shall make the most of 
** existing materials. A disposition to preserve, and ani 
'^ ability to improve, taken together, would be my stB&- 
*^ dard of a statesman."* 

All innovations introduced into the laws of bdia in^ 
any other way, must tend, in their vevy lowest de^ee of 
inconveni^ice, to set at variance the European. judges 
and their native advisers ; and thus obstruct, instead (tf 
advancing, the public service, create landless references' 
produce partial or equivocal answers from the native Iaw<> 
yets, and, in the end, mutud disgust. 

The introduction of a code of laws» such as there alluded 
to, would unquesdonably be the greatest Uessing that 
could be conferred on the people of India. It is indispen- 
sable in my estimation. If we desire to elevate them one 
step in moral improvement, it is the fulcrum on whidi' 
they must be raised. 

The law must, then, be thoroi^hly understood by the' 
judges ; for, without this, vain will l^e all our efforts. The 
purityofits administration is no less important. Atpresenfy 
as Mr. Stuart says, they have no fixed law ; the judges are 
ignorant; and he might have added, we profess to admi<- 
nister the Moohummudan and Hindoo codes through our 

native 

♦ Burke. 
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natare lawyers, wbom we can neither trust for their know-" 
kdge or their int^rity* Surely this systi^.will not be 
continued. 

We strive to moralize the people : but, let me, ask, is it 
possU)le to conceive a more prolific source of depravity in 
any coimlry, than that which is laid open by the bare 
chance, the bare possibility of success, in corrupting the 
courts of justice ? , : . . 

How vain is it for those good men who spend their lives 
and huttd their hope% through immortality, on th^ ener^ 
tions to^ incttlotte the principles of morality into the minds.- 
of the Indians, to hope for success, wheii their pupils, by 
kokki^ around them, see that morality itself has no real 
existence that even, the highest and the most sacred are 
yet the most demoralizing of our institutions, and that the 
shrine of justice herself is to be approached by the hand 
of corruption.' We cannot expect the natives to distin- 
guish accurately between those members of our courts 
wfacr n^y be corrupted,- and those who may not. They do* 
not inqmre^ probably; and, to say the truth,, it is not* 
much worth their while to do so.- The effect to them is 
the same, whether the English judge be pure or not, or 
whether he partake of the plunder of his' corrupt iumUu 
The general impression is that which is most to be thought 
of;: and that is, that in our courts there is enormous 
expense^ enor&ious dehty, that every thing else is uncer- 
tain, and that there is nothing more terrific to an honest 
native, under the sun, than our courts of law; except per- 
haps the Supreme Court of his Majesty in Calcutta, where- 
in' they say suits are ended only with the means of one or 
other of thf parties to carry them on, 

H 
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' If we would impress on the minds of the nsdves of la* 
dia the precepts of morality, it must be eidiibited to them 
practically) not only by ourselves, but by every .one- hold^ 
ing important or confidential situations under us. They 
must be shewn that w« are not only willing, but able- to 
detect, as well as to discard the wicked. 

The manners <of the people of India are extremfely arti* 
ficiaL There is no openness and plainness of dealing 
among them : they are alw ays, as i t were, acUng^ even in 
their common intercourse with one another* Truth, there- 
fore, has not that value ^iong th^tU; which it is aUowed. 
to possess among a people who practise a . plainer and 
more undisguised inteiHsourse. Thus the people of Iiidia 
sample not to lay aj^de wthat they doiiotimieh estecon^ 
atid, along with it^ every regard to justice and int^prity* 
They are, therefore (ffetierallv speaking:, I mean, for doubt- 
less there are escoeptions), not in their pres ent state, tb be 
safely trusted with the exercise of pow^, without a v%ry 
efficient controlj^and (certainly not with powc^- under 
t^e cloak of laws, which at present they must think mys- 
terious to us, seeing that they never nieet with any judge 
who possesses a' competent knowledge- of them.^ ...i... 

To instruct the judicial servants of the Cmnpanyin t&cf 
Moohummudan law, has been an object most anxiously 
desired by thegreatestmen who have ev^r governed Indian 
and by many illustrious^ characters in inferk»r stations; 
Their motive for this is so apparent, that it requifies no^ 
illustration, to those who know that, though all profess to 
administer the Moohummudan law of India, there is not^ 
nor has there ever been, so far as I know, any judge in 
the Company's service who has had a competent know- 
ledge of that law. But as this is almost incredible, and 

as 



JUDICIAL AOMINISTRATION. S67 

as' the feet k, I apppebend, not genei^y known, it is :r%bt, 
and I trust it mQ be useful, to notice iJL It is but jtist^ asi 
wellflis ilecessary> how^er,^ at the same time .to stot^: 
that tbere is no ^iork in any language, except the Aaincy 
wh^ice a competent knowledge of the.law can be attained*- 
The Arabic language,.. till lately, was unknown^ and is^ 
even no^ known to so lew, that these scarcely fbrxn an 
ecseeption ; uid when of these £sw we inquire haw many 
know the law, theaniawer may be given, not one f for the 
Moohummudan. law. is not to be acquired without kbo^ 
rioiK study^ more than the laws of other nations* 

• When the great oracle of the English law said, ^^ should 
^* a judge, in the most subcKNlinate jumdiction, be defi^' 
*.< dent in knawle<%e of the law, it would reflect infinite* 
*^ contempt upon himself md disgrace upon those whoi* 
^^ employ him,'' how little could he have anticipated, that 
half acentury should, not elapse, when one hundred mil-' 
lions of people should be governed by Britain, under laws 
administered by judges really deficient in legal knowledge. 

. Amojig those governors of India who have zealously- 
endeavoured tQ procure to the people a pure administra-^ 
tion of their. law^. I. m^y. mention the. illustrious. names of 
Clive, Ver elst, Mr. Hastings, Marquess Comwallis, Lord 
Teignmouth, . the Marqiiess of Wellesley , and the Earl of 
Minto ; and of the many individuals of inferior station^ I 
V^ust distinguish a$ pr^-eminent the learned, amiable, and 
philanthropic Sir William Jones, whose professional 
knowledge and experience, himself an English judge in 
Indif^ and well acquainted with the Moohummudan as 
Well as Hindoo law, combine to render, not his opinions 
merely, but his extraordinary efforts, to diffuse a know- 
ledge of the law, stronger testimony of the necessity and 

importance 
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Englatid; and that» in a shdrt. time afterwards^.Us oiv^ 
life .fell a sacrifice to his great desig^. 

Tlie translation of the Hidayab^ a celebrated ivork d) 
Moobunun^bdan law fr<»n the Arabic, both mto Peman 
and into English, were projected by Mr. Hastings alid 
effected under his gorenunent The foundation of the 
Moofaummudan college at Calcutta, for the express pur^ 
poseiof affording the natives an opportunity of' learning 
that law, exclusive of the often-expressed sentiments, of 
that great man, leave us the strongest and most tiiiei^vo^ 
cal pvoof of his desire to promote the knowledge c^ thftt 
law. ^^Mr. H^tings," said Lord Teignmouth; '^with 
^Vthe view of promoting a knowledge of Moohumnmdan 
*^ law, as essential to the due admi£iistration of justice 
<^ to the natives f>f Indiis^ established a college in Cal^ 
" cutta-"* ^ 

** Fully sensible,'* says Lord Teignmbuth,'* of the uti- 
*' lity of a digest of a Hindoo and Moohummudan law in 
<^ facilitating, what he was ever anxious to promote, the 
^^ due administration of justice tb ' the nadve subjects of 
*^ thp British empire of Hindoostan, the Marqiiess Goto* 
<< wallis considered the accomplishment of the plan {the 
<< digest above-mentioned by Sir William Johes)^a5 cal-* 
" culated ta reflect the highest honour upon, his ajAauL' 
" nistration."f 

Lord Teignmouth, when Oorernor-Generaly employed 
Lieutenant^Colonel {then Lieutenant) BaiUie to translate 
this digest q£ the Moofaummudan law. A* translation of 

one 
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one volume of it was mAde ; and the Murquess of 
Wellesley (who in the ioterim Jbad established a prc^Ejs- 
sorship of MoohuQimudw laiv in . the qoU^e of Fort 
WUtimxh and 1 bestowed, .tim piKifessbrsbip. upon the 
tmtisUtop^ when iheT<duHie was printed^ ,whioh was doiij^ 
at th^ expense .of government^ prestiited Captain Baillie 

with a xei'w^ajrd of 2C^(V)Q rupi»^^. \ ;, 

. , . . , . - - . . . . . , 

The £arl of Minlo held in ho less, estimation the culti- 
VAtioii of the Mooh^iiimftudah law than the greatest of his 
predecessors h»d. done ; and although^ with that innate 
and most amiable modesty so con^picuous.in his character^ 
he made no display, of the patronage and encouragement 
h^ g^ve invariably tx> Aose who dedicated their time and 
acquirements; to the advancement of useful literature, yet 
we have had no one in the high station which he filled, 
who cherished them with more real sincedty than this 
lamented nobleman. 

Notwithstanding that several tracts on the Moohum* 
mudan law had been translated, a complete exposition of 
that code,.. by compilation, translation, and explanation, 
rendered into our vernacular ton^ue^. was still a desidera- 
tum to the Indian government., A work of the nature 
here described ^i^ in the, year 1809 undertaken, and 
patronized, in the fuUest.ahd most earnest manner, by his 
Lordship's government, and subsequently by the Ho- 
nourable Court of Direcl^rs^ The Eairl of Minto bestowed 
one of the mo^ valuf^Ie app<5intmentsin/Ws gift, upon 
the author of that work, with an ' assurance ithat on. a 
vacancy, soon expected^ he should succeed to a higher sitvH 
ation, which he named^ and which would afford the &dbi 
lity requisite for superintending its publicatiim in Cal- 
cutta. The 



* The eacpected vacaiu^, unfortunately) did n^oocur-tiil 
after the arrival of the Earl of Moira, who, when tbe^TS* 
cancy occurred, did not consider himself bound to fulfil 
the intentions, and enter into the views of his predeeessor. 
The puUication was of course suspended. Other . endea*^ 
vours were made by the author to promote the puUicttticm 
of the work ; but obstacles were still opposed, which pro^- 
bably prevented the author from making any fiirther 
attempts. The value of this work was highly appreeiiMd 
by many of the most distinguished of the Con^pany^ sei^ 
vants in Bengal ; and in the language of one 'C^ the^mo^ 
eminent of them, ^^ I have no hesitation in deda^kig -my 
<f (pinion to be, that it is a work moredeserving of pul^ 
*^ encouragement BXid support, than' any that ha& yet ob- 
*^ tained the patronage of government in India**' Justice 
to a fiMrmer government of India, and to the Court of Di- 
rectors, who readUy patronized the- work, requiredthat it 
should be noticed; and it is but justice to them. and to 
the author, to state the cause which has delayed its publi- 
cation, if not suppressed it for ever. 

. The patronage which the Bengal govemmenthad inva- 
riably shewn to those -who had endeavoured to eacpound 
the JVfoohummudan law ceased with the goyemmetit df 
die Earl of Minto ; but no. accession to the opinions- of 
Aat lamented nobleman, and his illustrious- predeoessoiv, 
is either required, or indeed could add weight to th^r 6<e^- 
timents. We are, therefore, fortunately relieved fitmi 
the necessity of wishing for farther testimony, as to the 
thenecessity and the importance of the study of the Mdb- 
hummudan law to thos^ servants of-the Company, whose 
duty it is to administer the law of India. 

The best means of promotitig and of ensuring the attain- 
ment 



ment of a knovdedge oS that law becoines the next object 
ofinquiry* 

There are only two modes of doing this. If the- Com- 
pany's servants cannot be brought to learn the dkt'abic 
htng»age> in order to study die law in the original, that 
law must be rendered into tibeir own lai^uage^ that they 
may study it in English. The experience of more than 
Mf a century has fully shewn that we cannot trust to the 
iiHrmer ; the latter altematiye must therefore be ad(^ted. 
An ample, clear, and faithful exposition of the Moofaum* 
miidan law rendered into English, is dierefore as essential 
to its oukivatioii, as a knowledge of that law is to the due 
administration of justice to our Asiatic subjects. 

But this is not all. The Moohummudan law, though 
r^dered into E^glirii, would not be more easily acquired 
dian are the laws of other nations, which are written in 
tbeir vernacular tongue. All those who have benefited 
by the advantage of public instruction must fully acknow- 
ledge its utility, not only in directing the student in the 
|mq>er path of his research, but in fiimi^bing a field for 
tliflit emulation, ' which, when duly cherished, tends so 
atroogly, not only to the ildvancement of particular talent, 
but to raise, throughout the whole, the general standard 
of acquirement. I need scarcely add, that it would be 
worthy- of the rulers of India to revise the establishment 
^formed by the wisdom of the Marquess of Wellesley in 
the college of Fort- William for instructing their servants 
in the Moohummudan law; that it would be worthy of 
the ei^ighteiied governors of eighty or one hundred mil* 
lions of their fellow-creatures, to mstruct their servant 
-in the law which they are called upon to adminkter to 
them. It would be quite incredible, if. we ourselves were 

T not 



^ot an instance of it, thitt a civilized natSo|i $bottl4 prc^ess 
to administer a law to eighty millions of people^ witboul 
having one institution for teaching that law to those whom 
they prdain to superintend the administration of it* Go- 
vernment pays upwards of a .miUi«^ and a half to it9 
European civil servants, and about ^^OO^OOO sterling to 
^ose in the judicial department alone. I cannot bu| 
(hiak, that two or three thousfind a^year, towards teaching 
them the sacred duties of their profession, might well be 
added to this large sum. 

Government must not thii^Jc that their covenanted serT 
vants are, by a little elementary knowledge of the Persian 
language, ch* peradventure, in a few instanoes, by reading 
one or two elementary works in Arabic, to be converted 
into Moohummud^n lawyers, competent judges o£ the 
Moohummudan law. MuSft a mfin be instructed in the 
pieanest occupation of life, and shall he i^t^p to the be^achi 
where he lias to administer a foreign law, without any 
previous education ? 

« 

Thus it is, I anugrieved txy say, that our Indian judgm 
4o really answer Mr* Stuart's description of his ^* leait^ed 
*^ brethren" (he himself was a judge when he wrple)i 
'^ that they are ignorant of the law," 

Nor do the r^ulatioos of gQV^mmeDt fulinit of £tti9Ch 
peans to officiate as counsel of Advocates, even belbre tbfe 
Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, th^ Siuprenie Native Court 
If the counsel were learned in the latv, tbe|y tvould, as in 
Europe, take cai*e that ihe l^w wa$ at leAst unfolded, tp 
the judge I so that even ignorance on his part would be 
l^sfli Sdlt; andy B't all eventSi d\ei?e would be greater aeour 
fi^ $gm»% ^rruplipn. 



' There does not seem tx> be any good reason for such 
exclusion : and there is how a considerabli body of wdiy 
educated young men, the offspring of European gentle- 
men, who iniigh^. periia|is, with advantage be admitted to 
<be privSe^ of practising at the bar of the siidder and 
{irovincial C0srf£u . 

^ f • 

A course of lectures delivered in English to those wh6 
could not be prevailed on to learn Arabic, accompanied 
kfj translations fit>in dijSerent authors, on the n^t impor- 
tant points of law, would be the necessary course to be 
porsued, generally, in instructing the civil servants of 
go^mment ; together with copious explanations of the 
fteimical terms, phrases, and langu^e of the law ; and Tor 
ihe mcMTe accurate understanding of which a comparative 
filiicidatiosi of the isimilitude or difierence between sucb^ 
aiid the technicid lai^uage and terms of our own or of the 
Rdmah law, should bis given : noticing, if re(][uired, at the 
same time, where the government regulations affected the 
law, where they did so with good cause, and where unne^ 
«ii$sarify> as in many caaes he would discover to be ihe 



. xBbdteUine sotitewhere laments the ehorsboxis loadwhich 
ignorance of the law has iinnecessarily added to the Stai- 
iittef-Boolt What would he have thought, had he seen 
&fc '< Ita^s^aud IUgnlatio»s*' of the Indian government^ 
and been equally capable of appredatihg their applica- 
tion? ' 

r . . • • \ 

Eneourageinent, al the same time, must alkibegrnsa 
to iJiose few (and some there would be) who woiild attenqDit 
to master the original law in its primitive tongue. These 

92 tt^ht 



276 JUDICIAL ADMiNI&TltATIOIC. 

6ught» by all means, to be cherished ; for from these alone 
could be looked for the propagation of the science. 



TThe difficulty of procuring a professor sufficiently s 
lifted might at first be experienced ; but, as it would be 
an object worthy of pursuit, so the qualifications would 
be deemed worthy of acquirement, and would soon be 
found. 

The expense of an establishment of £8,000 or £S^'SOO 
a^year, is too trifling to be named, as worthy of the least 
consideration in such a case. 

The next and last point to be considered is, the mode 
of administering the laws ; or, in other words, of ensurmg 
the administration of justice to the people, and proteclion 
to. their persons and property. Hqw, by whom, and by 
what courts, can justice be best administered in the British 
provinces in India ? 

The object of law, in every country, is to protect the 
individuals, and the community of that country, in the 
enjoyment of what they hold estimable. This definition 
is very comprehensive : it includes questions of property 
usually so called, of person, of civil ttid religious liberly, 
jof contract, succession, the public revenue ; for, io the 
immunity,, that is matter of concern and of value, and b 
the property of the state. 

. < . .' 

This protection is afforded in two ways: first, by meip 
sures which are calculated to preveiit a^^ressio^.^ secondly, 
by laws duly administered. 

Under the former of these heads will fiJI to he consi- 
* dered 
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tiered what is nsually termed'poHce ; . und^ the latter, the 
odmxni^treMion cfjuMce. Bttt as the tidmihistraJtion of the 
law is more immediately connected with what has gone 
befere, I shall reverse the order of dsscossion, and in this 
place cdTer such remarks as I have to make on the 
jtt^dal system of Indif^ considered executively^ reserving 
fer a separate chapter what I may have to submit on the 
subject of police. 

However trite the observation, yet as it serves to collect 
our wandering thoughts, I must remind the reader that 
there is nothing perfect under the sun ; that in entering 
upon the consideration of this, as well as of every other 
practical question, he must divest his mind of every ideal 
standard, and meet the case attended by its concomitant 
circumstances, aiid like every wise man, instead of aiming 
at perfection, be satisfied with endeavouring to discover 
what is the best of expedients; for it is only a choice of 
theise, as has been well observed, that we are permitted to 
realize in human affairs. 

The Company's judicial establishment of Bengal (to 
which I ishall restrict myself) consists of one supreme na- 
tive court, called the Siidder Dewannee and Nizamiit 
Adawlut (lit^ chief, civil and criminal court), of four 
Judges; jsix' courts of circuit, of four judges each, and one 
Jndge in every ^illah or district; besides a judge in each of 
.the four cities of Mobrshedabad, Dacca, Patna, and Be- 
viBXts. There are, likewise, some assistant-judges ; and 
ihe registers of the asillahs who hold courts: and besides 
all these, mariy native petty judges, under the names of 
suddur ameehs.and moonsifs* The former: appellation 
signifying ^^ chief arbitrator/' and the latter Ma justice^'' 
or one who distributes justice. 

T 8 From*^ 
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From the infierunr courts lie appeals to the zillahjui^jes, 
and £rom the zillah courts appeals lie to.jd^e courts of ciik 
cuit) and from the courts of drcuit to the fiudder Dewaimee 
Adawlut^ in all civil causes of any considerable amoimt^ 
in questions of real property, and even in personal actions 
amounting to 5,000 rupees: and fixun the courts. of cir- 
cuit to the sudder a reference is necessary in all criminal 
convictions involving life or transportation. Thus, in 
fact, except in matters of comparatively trivial impor- 
tance, it may be said that there is only one court of jus- 
tice for the whole of. the Bengal provinces; every cause 
appealed coming loaded with the rubbish of the records ei 
two inferior chambers through which it has passed. 

No wonder, thai, that the judges of the Sudder D^van^^ 
neie and Nizamut Adawlut complain of having too mudi 
to do^ and that die administration of justice has been re- 
presented as, in fact, at a stand. .The other presidendes 
have each its sudder; and thus it is, that eigh^r mjllmng 
of people, like pilgrims at a scanty fountain, are left to 

scramble for justice. 

• ^ ♦ ■ 

Mr. Stuart, abovementioned, late one of the judges ei 
the Calcutta Sudder Adawlut, in a minute whidi has been 
printed, proposed a remedy for the ^* oppression of busi- 
'^ ness" under whidb the court laboured. A very obvious 
^reznedy, to be isure, but still it was one; naxndy^ to have 
^inaAer sudder cottrt instituted for the Upper Provinoe^: 
and by way of improving the administration of justice, he 
plroposes instituting also ime dififerent tribunals in eveiy 
district; some composed of natives as judges^ others of 
^Euroipeans: all, however, linked together by Arses, in the 

<M way of appeal, and- ultimately falling intp the sudder 
courts* 

I Mr. 






Mn StuAit's avowed object wcid to i^elieve the present 
sudder from part of the ♦* oVfelpwhelming pre*s of business *^ 
on their i'olls ; but so that h^ does thfis, he seems not tc> 
care much who else sinks under it He divides the pro** 
vinces into districts (very large ones, however) ; puts those 
districts under the entire management of <me person^ to 
whom he gives the title of ^^residentf* and hti makes this re* 
ndent not only hold several courts himself, but exercise a 
control overall the other nine courts in his district, and tar 
receive appeals from them all, and the sudder^ to hear 
appeals again &om hiip. Hie resident is moreover to 
superintend the affairs of the district revenue, justice) and 
police* The; former residency of Bendres 1$ Mr. Stuart's 
model ; but he is to modify it ^^ so as to (Combine tlie prin-^ 
ciples of native administration with order, stabilityi and 
justice f^ a very laudable modification, certainly. 

Mr. Stuiirt's formidable list of tfibimals consists of, 

1. Minor Maal Ailawlui, uhdef a native darogah. * 

2. Meffor Maal Adawha, xmd^t the Sudder DeWahnee 

Adawlut and board of commission. 

3. Minor Dewannee Adawlvty under a native judge. 
' 4. Major Dewami/ee Adawbetj under the resident 

5. CazHsCfmrL 
%4 Puncbay^. 

7. JSbmdof^ Afo/bir, under cdittrol of resident and 

assistants. 

8. Fouzdoi^ MOwr^ under a mouloV^se and pundit 
£t BesidgnfB Oimifud Court 

ii. 

What Mr. 'Stuart means by the Word maaly applied to 
adawlot, he has not told u$i tiot has he said #hj/ he has 
ohanged the old d€k9ighsitiofi of the Betiiires reside^tfs 
court, which was called the "^ Moolk^ Adawlut- TKei^ 

T 4 was 
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was a <* Moalkee Dewannee *' and a *^ Moolkee Fouas- 
" dary Adawlut" in 178a Mr. St^arfs maalis probably 
meant to represent the word JU mSl, which signifies pro- 
perty ; but, in technical language^ nuweable property only : 
and yet he gives his " maal adawlutT cognizance of ejec- 
tiop, boundaries) water, and premises, landed estates. 
The old ^^ nHX)lkee adawlnt" was no doubt intended as a 
tteislation for " countl^ court" or " provincial court," 
from moolk, in one sense, a country; but it is similar to 
one of those happy translations which a lady is said to 
have made when she intended to desire her coachman to 
take her carriage into the shade : she said, ^^Garee &noos 
me lejaoo;" literally, ^* take the carriage into the lan- 
diom,** the word fanoos meaning a wall-shade or lan- 
thom. 

* 

Nor does it appear how Mr. Stuart was '* to combine 
the principles of native administration '' by the institu- 
tions of tribunals such, as he specifies; none of which 
were ever heard of under any native administration 
whatsoever. 

But before Mr. Stuart had written his preface, another 
arrangement occurred to him, which he describes in his 
preface, and which he seems to prefer, an objection to the 
former being the difficulty of finding any one individual 
qualified to be a resident. This other plan is to em- 
power the collectors to hold maal adawluts, with . assis- 
tants, European and native, and a native juf^e; with 
cognizance to the amount of 1,600 rupees. That there 
shall also be six European judges fomwd into' two courts 
9f circuit and appeal, and to try all great causes; but the 
three firontier district^ of Bundelkund^ Laharunpore, and 
Gorruckpore, to be made residencies. 

It 



- It i8» hoywreri so iniicb' easier to point out defect 1b 
the plaos of others than to form better on^ that I will 
apologize to Mr. Stuart for the liberty I have taken with 
his, and observe that, after whiit lias' been written on 
the subject already, by such men as Lord Clive, Mi*. 
Verelst, Mr. Hastings, Mr. Francis, Sir W^llinn Jones^ 
Lord Teignmouth, Sir William Chambers, and many 
enlightened servants of government, it is' not easy to 
find much new matter to communicate; nor is it very 
disreputable to fail iii such company. But I may take 
leave to say, that to simpUfyj and not to render more 
complicate, is, in my estimation, the more likely way to 
improve the present judicial system' of India. . 

• • • 

* . •► • 

. The first object of all governments ought to be to di- 
minish, as much as may. be, the sources of contention 
among their people, and thus to render an appeal to the 
laws as seldom as possible necessaiy. This is to be done 
hy a vigilant police with reference to criminal matters, and 
-by municipal regulations and precautions in civil affairs. 

In Bengal it has often been said, that a great majority 
of questions of civil litigation and cases of criminal pro- 
secution arise out of disputed boundaries. Contenticm 
arises, a£Erays follow,' which often end in the commission 
iof atrocious crimes, as, murder, arson, and destruction of 
property of all kihds. 

Here, then, mudli might be done, as I have already, 
noticed, by obtaining minute surveys of every purgunnah 
and every village of the country, by keeping correct pur- 
gunnah-registers of the lands of individuals, every transfer 
or division thereof to be entered into such registers. The 
marriages, births, and deaths which occur in the families 

of 
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of every landholder and principal inhabitant of the piir- 
gunnah might be registered, and a body o{ record ob* 
tainedf which, if it did not altogether prevent litigation, 
would muredly facilitate its termination when instituted* 
A record of boundaries, alone^ would be of tbe utmost 
importanctt. 

All this might b^ done in the strictest conformity' with 
the usages of the country; and thns, not Mr. Stuart's 
^* principks of native administration " (a phrase, by the 
bye, which I do not understand), but the practice of 
native administration might be combined with order, sta* 
bility, and justice* And could our government but only 
re-establish, what they at one time took pains to de- 
molish, the ancient purgunnah canoongoe, and village 
putwaree records, on the basis qf these a system of regular 
record erf* principal events, and even vbiBox occurrfoux^ 
might be. founded (to be abridged periodically, and the 
abridgement kept at the principal town of the district), 
which should not only aid in no common degree the ad*- 
ministration of justice between individuals, but afford such 
an insight into the stat^ of society and the transactions of 
4he people, as would guide the active and discerning ma** 
gistrate of police through his most intricate investigations. 
A silqple list of the records kept by the canoongoe (as 
given by Mr. Davis), and of the putwarees' accounis (aa 
given lately by Mr. Newnham, an active and intelligent 
Bengal revenue officer of the present day), will shew the 
mass of information collected, or which might be collected, 
by these provincial officers. 
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Records cfth» Canoongoe. 

J^\ j^4> DuBtoor-bol umL The orders of govern- 
ment for the guidance of its officers and the cq9tom8 of 
former governments. 

jfi^jSlUc Umlri dusioorj^ Customs or orders, in op- 
position to, or in addition to the above, or practice of the 
present times. 

d^Uj c:-.>rf^ Ferhest-^ dehaut. Account of the villages* 

«Ja<1 jbLii Sehahy 'amdany. A daily treasury account 
of payments from ryots. 

VJ^ &^ '^V '^^^^'^'^W* ^ running account of re- 
ceipts, remittances, &c« made annually, or oftenen 

vz -■».;jLVaf u^ti^ i}y^ JDoul tushkhsees bmuicbusi. 

Nett jsettlement rent-roll, or estimates of receipts for 
the year, whether paid by muzkoory talookdars, or ryots, 
to the zimieendar. 

^U. %j^ ^^^ Jummaimndy khas* Special rent-roll. 
jU ib^ Jvmma myer chubootra cuJtwaUy o' chokejfaut 
o' guzocre ghauL Sayer and town duties. 

jc^r -^ J^ ?-^ Jwmna mahai-^meer behry,f 
*P%sf, m.^4.^ Jumma patchouirc^f 
J AJ IW* t**^ Jumma mahai budderky.\ 

.JtUv-^: .-J^i^rf^ I^m nuveesu zumeendaran. List 

of names of zumeendars. /jmI"— 

• It will be seen that Mr. Davis's orthdgraphy is not very accurate. 
t l%^bBrelMid».saa,iindtratwitcuitom.hoiisackities. 
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^^ ^^^^ srMJ-r ffnkkeekauie baze zumeen. State 
of rent-free lands. 

yjj^j^^^ s4jJ^ t^ J'^'"^'"^ tnokurrery (f istumrary. 
An account of permanent 6r fixed payments. 
: ^\i ^^^y fVasndbakee. Collections an^ balafices. 

. ,Kb^ ;• I '- '\R^ HtAheekaute rozumdaran. State of 

* ' • • 

public pensioners. 

The records of the putwarees are as follow : — 

1st. The Mouzeenah or Buibah bundee. — ^An aoooont 
of the total quantity of land belonging to the village) ste> 
ting that which pays revenue^ that which is rent-fi*eey that 
which is appropriated, that whidi is cultivated) and that 
which is incapable of cultivation. 

I 

r- 

2d. NtMe puttahjaut — An abstract copy of agreements 
with every ryot, containing the number, |as Nos. 1, S, 3, 
and so on, the name of the ryot, the quantity of land and 
gross rent, in one line. In the next^ the name of the 
field, its extent in beegahs, the rate per beegah^ the total 
rent of each field. This is made, out in June and July. 
Puttahs are not always executed ; but this account pror 
tects the ryot firom undue exactions. 

3d. The TSikmeenah or Kusserah. — This is an annual 
inspection-statement of the quantitjr of land, the crops in 
kind, and in which harvest produced. First, the name of 
the ryot, extent of field, in which harvest cultivated, spe- 
cies of produce, name of the field and quarter (har) of 
the village ; exhibiting at the end an abstract of the 
whole, under the hea^s of rent-free, jafeerrfaUow, pay- 
able 
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able in kind, ketwttree. This is of g^eM; consequence, 
as- it may check all others. It contains the mauzenah in 
abstract at the bottom of it This is partly made out 
after the Dussarah (October), for the khureef (winter) 
crop, and in April for the rubbeea (summer) crop ; and 
at the end of the year (June) both accounts of inspection 
are united. This account exhibits jhe total cultiration 
by its dijQferent parts and kind of produce. 

4th. Mehr kuitee, called also LufftewoTf also Meh^ 
bawan. — ^This is a kind of ledger, eidiibiting (like No. 2) 
the number and name of the ryot, the number of beegahs 
and his total rent. Under this the harvests, as khureef 
and rubbeea, are entered. Under the head khureef are 
efntered the name of the field, extent thereof, species of 
crop, rate per beegah, and total rent of the fields reaped 
in the khureef harvest : the same for such fields as are 
cultivated and reaped in the rubbeea harvest. 

TTie difference, therefore, between this and the ^wA/-^ 
pMafffOut is, that it specifies the kind of produce and the 
harv^t in which it is reaped; and thus it is usefiil to 
^^w when the ryot can best pay, to ascertain the real 
value of the field, to enable the zumeendar to prohiUt the 
repetition of searching or- injurious crops. 

5th* The Tj^vee accofmiy or account of advances.-^ 
"Diis contains the names of the ryots who receive, the 
amount (and date) given, the interest at two anas per 

nfeiisem, the total. 

'. . * • • • ■ 

6th. The JM^o&e, Buttaee, or Kunkooi: that is, the 
aeooiiht when the rent is paid in kind, or in kind ccnverii' 
Me ifUo i9iofi^««— The Bhoake account contains, first, the 

naitie 



nmme of the ryot, the numlN^ ofbe^gahs, the name of tjhie 
field, the kind of jprain, the total prodoce in maunds, the 
atsl (original) share of the ryot, the aasl share of go¥enak 
ment, the deduction taken from the lyot on aceoiint of 
charges. This added to the goyemment share makes tb^ 
total- taken by govemment. Lastly, the total in money* 
Then, at the bottom, the total quantity of each kind of 
grain is taken at its own valuation, which makes up the 
total sum paid in money. 

7th. The PuHkuTf or FkHkuff or general Tbi^hte^ or 
the Jumma vxuml baiee. — This is an account containing 
the names of every ryot ; opposite which the quantity of 
land, the amount of rent, the rusoonut or extra dues, aa 
d'hannee nemannee (half an ana) batta on rupees^ 
tuccaree, former balance, total rupees, sum reoovered» 
total balance. The names of such of those ryotit as ow^ 
balances, who are dead or fled, are kept iii this aeccHlnl 
till their balances are paid. 

8th. The Boznamahf or day-book. — It is a ei^h ac- 
count of receipts and disbursements, of whatever kiod* 
whether of expenditure, or of payment of rent to govanh 
ment, balanced every day^ abd the balance only brou^^l 
forward to the following day. This account idbo cptitaini^ 
^itries of produce in kind. Thus : " received firom A, 
^< five maunds of barley, at two maundd per rupees Wo 
^ rupees eight anas.'' 

r 

t 

9th. The Khutteeoimee. — This is an account of eash 
received from every ryot, containing a separate entry for 
eadi name and. number^ as ^* No. 80, stfilkarsiiig;-* tlie 
date of the ^yiment, and t»ta). 



iPth. An ai^ad ae6omt <^rempU and Srimrtemads ; 
eonutniiB^ pvk pqq side^ the to^ reeelved under gieheral 
heads, and on th^ <Hher» the general items of disburse* 
potent, and bfilanced. 

The canoongp^ Ice^Pt as & cheek over the putwarees* 
or villa^ accounts^ — 

« 

1st. The MoMzeenah. 

Sd. The Tuccavee cuxom^ 

3d. iSeeoA, daily pr account of receipts from the nial- 
goozarsf. 

4th, The FtUtiitar^ or Jumma tvassul bakecj shewing 
the demands, receipts^ remissdon3, nankar, and balances. 

From the nature of these accounts, it is obvious I 
think, that, if regularly kept, little room for dispute Could 
exist But the^e officers, to be efficient, must be consi- 
dered officers of government. It has been objected to 
this, that " when the putwaree cec^ses to be a s^irv^nt of 
'^ the zumeendar, he will cease to be the depository of the 
*^ village accounts* ]^tow the putwaree is oft^n not en*" 
^^ trusted with the accounts of the neechjote and chl^6^ 
^^xan lands; SQ he jnight remain uneiQph>yed) pr to^ly 
" g^% his infidrma^p]:^ $rom the^under proprietpirs."* 

* 

• c 

But there is no reason to fear these. Were those officers 
under the control of the collectors, and a regulation tf^e 
holding the canoongpes' and putwarees* accounts as l^;al 
evidence in courts of justice, the zumeendar$ and oultivft^- 
t9r^, and all persons concemedf would socm find il; for 
their interest to inspect and' preserve th^f cprrcotiieas. 

Those 

t Mitt^te Qjf dk»Venior.Gfii«rft], Lord If^tiii^, 121st Sept 1815. 
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Thete who feai^ oppreasUm and undue ex&ctkm would 
doubtiBss not deditie giVing information and employing 
tkeaeaooountanta; and this would necessarily compel the 
sumeendar to do the same, and to see that the wDc6nn^ 
were correctly kept. The establislmient of such a 'body 
of wriUen evidence (witnesses that could not lie) would, in 
the present state of morals in India, be of incaleulaUe 
utility. This would be making the native system of admk» 
nistration available to some good purpose. 

" The tepeekchy," says the Ayeen Akburee, **shall write 
<^ down whatever agreements are made with the husband* 
<* man, keep separate accounts of the boundaries of each 
^ village, draw out statements of the waste and arable 
^*> lands; to which he is to subjoin the names of the mun- 
^^ sif (appraiser), the land-measurer, the thanadar, the 
f< husbandman, the naeks, or head-men of the villages, the 
^* artides of cultivation, villages, purgunnah tmd harvest.*^ 
The putwaree, or village accountant, *^ kept the accounts 
^^ of the husbandman's receipts and pa}rments, of the quan^ 
<^ tity of land cultivated by each villager : no village was 
^ without one. That is, the advances which the ryot le- 
^ eeived, the rent he promised to pay, the quantity of 
^^ land he agreed to cultivate, the kists he paid, and the 
^^ balances either for or against every ryot of the viUage ; 
^ a memorandum of whic^ he is to fiimish in writing to 
•* every individual to whom it concerns."- 

' Would not all this, imperfect as it is, almost stifle Ifti*- 
gation ? Wh^re boundaries are defined, where acoonntk 
are regular and clear, there can be no dispute : at least 
nonet that may not be speedily and readily settled, botb 
tO^ the satisfaction of the judge and of the parties. ^ 

But the servants of governm^itt it must be ooafessed, 

though 
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though thejr transact the whole of thebusinesi^ of thestate, 
ve, ahnost universally speaking,, but too little informed 
of the customs of the people and of iheir antient usages; bo 
ihat the bare suggestion of any thing like minute detail in 
^e ai&irs of government^ presents first to their minds the 
imm^ise extent of country, to which such minutise nnist 
he applied, and they look upon, the attempt in the same 
ii^tas if they were denred to reckon every par tide of 
sand, on the sea^shore. It appears to them a vast expanse, 
lull of unknown, perhaps unheard»of obgects ; and they 
treat the idea as visionary. 

. T%ey* forget, however, that by division and judicious 
dassification, it is scarcely possible to conceive any thing 
that may not be investigated and subjected to regular and 
systematic control; that each, pf themselves, will have 
only to act his own proper part in the general sceiie; and 
that before wecan* attain any thing like true knowledge, 
^ther in the moral or physical world, we must first de- 
compose, reduce our materials to their primitive state, to 
ascertain the nature of the elements we are to act upon. 
When., this is done^ we can combine them at will, and 
make the most advantageous uses of them. 

But that what I have suggested may not be deemed 
impracticable, even by Englishmen^ we have only to recol- 
lect, as before stated, that much more was done by our 
own countryman, whom I shaU again mention, being the 
first to accomplish the undertaking. Hie able and distin- 
gukhed officer I allude to was Colonel R^ade, in whose 
sdiool was bred the no less distinguished manager of the 
Ceded Districts, Colonel Sir T. Munro, both of the Ma- 
dras establishment; besides several distinguished civil 
aervaats who were educated under them. 
i , ■ . V Colonel 
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Colonel Reade was put in diarge of the Baramdbal^ k 
district consisting of no less than twenty-five purgunnahs^ 
which paid a rent to government of 7,129530 pagodas, or 
about twenty-five lacs of rupees. He first ordered the 
actual measurement of the district, ascertained the dimen- 
sions of its pui^unnahs, villages, and farms, tlie quality 
of the different soils producing various artides of cultiva- 
tion ; classed these, and valued the yearly crops, which 
he divided according to the established rates of division, 
by means of the puteels or mukuddums, between the go- 
vernment and cultivator. The superficial extent of the 
district was 6,269 square miles ; which, deducting 1,262, 
the area of unproductive hills, &c., left 4,997 miles, or 
S, 195,000 acres of plain, consisting of twenty-five purr 
gunnahs, of 4,865 villages, peopled by 612,871 inhar 
bitants ; of which 85,227 were shudrs, or government 
farmers, and 17,314 possessing charity lands or private 
proprietary holdings officially, or by inheritance, or by 
grant. They had in the district 51,198 ploughs, 564,730 
head of cattle, 63,339 sheep ; cultivated acres only 
1,125,025, little more than one-third of the superficies, 
which yielded in gross produce, chiefly in rice and other 
grain, annually, at the average of the local markets, 
19,39,054 pagodas, deducting of seyur 57,425 pagodas. 
There was, besides, 140,593 acres capable of cultivation, 
but not cultivated. The rent paid to government was 
rather more than one-third, viz. 712,530 pagodas, or 
about five shillings per ao'e. 

In the Ceded Districts, under Colonel Munro, the whole 
was measured and assessed, ^^ village- by village, field by 
" field. A census of the people was taken, shewing the 
" different castes; statistical tables, were formed, shewing 
" the price of labour, subsistence^ &c. The price of agri^ 

"cultural 
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^* cultural labour was from four to five shillings per 
^^ month ; the cost of subsistence of the first class (about 
^^ one-fourth of the whole) per head forty shillings per an-* 
^^ num ; of the second class (about one-half of the whole), 
^^ twentynseven shillings ; of the third class, consisting of 
^^ the residue, eighteen shillings per annum, for food, 
^* clothing, and every requisite."* 

Even in Bengal we have had individuals who have col- 
lected information of some importance. Mr. Colebrooke, 
in his Husbandry of Bengal, mentions an actual '' census, 
^ which gave, in 2,784 mouzets^ or villages, occupying 2,531 
^^ square miles, 80,914 husbandmen holding leases, 22,324 
^^ artificers paying ground rent. The size of the villages 
was estimated from knowing that 21,996 of them stood 
on an area of 18,023 square miles, or about nine- 
^ elevenths of a square mile to each. Estimates of the 
*^ population were attempted from a census of inhabitants 
^^ found in a few villages ; the result gives 197 as the aver- 
^ age, viz. 92 males and 87 females. The whole number of 
^ numzc^ or villages, in Bengal and Behar is not less than 
<' 180,000/'t So 180,000x197 would give a population 
{pr those two provinces of 35,460,000 souls. 

. But Mr. Shakespear, superintendent of police in the 
Lower Provinces, gave in a statement to government, in 
the end of the year 1815, of the number of villages within 
^e provinces of Qengal and Behar-^not including Be- 
nares, but indudinff 10,298 villages in Orissa (Cuttack), 
ivhiph Mr. Colebrooke did not, of course, reckon, because 
ihat province, than belonged to the Marhattas. This 
Utat^ment was made on the authority of the police daro- 

gahs, 

* See Minutes of Evidence, 181S. f Colebroolce. 

U 2 
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gabs, as ascertained by thenu The total is 150^748 vit-' 
liages in twenty-eight ziUahs ; giving an average of 5,383 
villages to each zillah. So, taking Mr. Colebrooke's rate 
of population, viz., 197 per village, 1 50,748 x 197 would 
give 29,697,356; from which deducting the proportion 
for Cuttacki 10,298x197=2,028,706, leaves for Bengal 
and Behar 27,668,650 : exhibiting a difference between 
those two authorities of about eight millions in the esti- 
mate of two provinces ! 

Mr. Bayley, again, in his statistical sketch of Burd- 
wan zillah, states the square miles at 2,400 ; the mcmzaSj 
or villages, at 3,496. The average number of houses in 
each village, seventy-five y and the average of persons in 
each family, at five and a half; Hindoos to Moobummu- 
dans, as five to one ; males, 100 -to 95f females; the popu- 
lation at 1,444,487 ; number of inhabitants to a square 
mile, aboutOOO. Now, 75 houses +5^ persons=4 12^ total 
in eadi village, exceeding Mr. Colebrooke's average by 215| 
persons per village : in fact, being eighteen persons more 
than double. But» in number of villages, Mr. Bayley falls 
far short of Mr. Colebrooke's and of Mr. Shakespear's 
average ; though Mr. Shakespear states the number of vil- 
lages in the zillah of Burdwan itself of which Mr. Bayley 
speaks, to be the same number which Mr. Bayley makes 
it^ viz. 3,496. 

These instances, notwithstanding that their discrepancy 
shews inaccuracy, proves sufficiently the pracHcabiMty of 
obtaining the most satisfactory information on every point 
required. There is no country in the world, perhaps> in 
which revenue and commercial transactions are' more 
regularly and minutely recorded than in India. The 

poorest 
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poorest shopkeeper has his books ; and may be seen, in 
every bazaar in India, bringing them up regularly every 
night. The Hindoo is proverbial for regularity of habit 
in every wsiy, .We must presume that information re- 
garding agricultural and statistical matters is obtainable 
from him, these being his daily concerns and the most * 
important matters of his life. 

Even the superficial information obtained in Bengal is 
creditable to the individuals who obtained it : but it is 
obvious that it is far too superficial to be of any real use, 
and too uncertain to be made the foundation of any hypo- 
thesis ; but still it shews that information may be obtained. 

Take the district of Burdwan, for instance: there could 
be no difficulty in effecting an actual survey and measure- 
ment of it. The Baramahal, above-mentioned, is nearly 
three times its extent, being 6,259 instead of 2,400 squafe 
miles. Burdwan district is not two-thirds of the extent of 
the county of Perth, an actual survey of which was made 
by an individual (Stobie), who has published a map of 
the county, shewing every estate, village, and hamlet in it. 

In the BaramahiJ and Ceded Districts we have seen 
the minutest survey and information obtained in the course 
of a very few years, proceeding entirely afier the custom 
of the country ; and, I may add, precisely as an officer of 
a Moohummudan government, following the principles 
and practice enjoined by his law, would have done. In 
proof of which I beg to refer the reader to the Moohum- 
mudan law itself, and to the instructions given by: the 
Emperor Aurungzebe, in 1668 and 1676, to his gover- 
nors and others, respecting the collection of the Khurauf 

u 3 and 
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and the management of the accounts of the districts be* 
fore noticed. 

The great impediment, in all countries, to the dtedsion 
of causes, is the difficulty of procuring satisfactory and 
clear evidence. In this country that difficulty is amazingly 
increased by the notorious want of credibility in oral testis 
mony. Where prevarication is so prevalent, and there 
are even professional peijurors, the ju<%e has not only to 
discriminate, as in other countries, what parts of evidence 
bear upon the question, but here, when he has dcme this, 
it will require infinitely more discrimination and infinity 
practical experience, to satisfy himself what part of it is 
true, what part is at all founded in truth but exaggerated, 
what is altogether false. 

The necessity for written documents is therefore ob- 
viously greater in India than in our own country ; and 
any expedient su^csted with the view of multiplying 
them ought of all things to be encouraged. 

* 

Our India judges, both of the King's and of the Conw 
panjr's courts, have long invariably and loudly complained 
of the; prevalence of perjury in their courts. To so great 
an extent does it exist, that they fairly declare they have 
no teath. in oral testimiony. 

This want of vetacity is a vice among t&e Asiatics which 
it was not left for us to disc over. Although un<kr our 
government its effects have been feh more severely tiian du- 
ring that of our predecessors, because tliie Englii^ govern* 
ment admits, as equally good and equally credible wit* 
nesses, persons of all descriptions, of all castes, of sill deno- 
minations, following the maxims of the English law. But 

even 
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even in England, where the standard of moraLs is so much 
highe r than it is in India, so much higher than we can 
expect to raise it for ages in India, the necessity of cross* 
examination is so gre^_§nd so much is the talent for it 
in a lawyer prized, that he who excels is universally cele- 
brated for it. Our India judges, from their imperfect 
knowledge of the multitude of dialects, and of the cus- 
toms, manners, and ideas of the natives, are peculiarly ill- 
qualified for cross*examination, and rarely succeed in 
e£Pecting any diing by it. 

• If with ^iglish liawjwe could introduce En glis h morale 
liie maxima of that law, which are founded upon them, 
miirht be maintaiiied in India. In India« with so low a 
Stand ard of morals for all ranks, and where, if I may so 
express myself, whole clas ses o f society are in the eyes of 
the people, and even in their own estimation, infamous 
by biridi^ it appears to me quite a solecism in government 
to make no distinction between the veracity of one indi-^ 
vidual and that of another. There is, however, in reality, 
an immense difference, and will continue to be till a no- 
table change take place in the state and condition of 
society. 

In such a state of society as exists in our Asiatic domi* 
n ipns, it j vas a good precaution, perhaps, as established 
by the Moohummudan law, to take care that the charac- 
ter and credibility of a witness should be first certified ; 
and really it seems to be not very unreasonable, when a 
man's life or proper^ are at stake upon the word of ano- 
ther, that the person whose word is taken shall be known 
to be credible. 

At all events, whether we follow the law of our prede- 

u 4 cessors 
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cf5fl6or9 and prftotice of India, in die mode laid down hf 
them for ascertaining the oredibility of witnesses in every, 
case, it certainly ought to be done when practicafaie. No; 
judge ought to receive the testimony of a person in an 
inferior or degraded class of society, vfben otiher evidence 
is procurable ; and with such witnesses it would be highly 
desiraUe to hiave others to speak to their prdbity^ No 
objection could be made to such scrutiny, because it is 
conformable to die law. and usage of Ae country ; and I 
should think every upright man sitting in Judgment would 
anxiously desire to see established the character of the 
witnesses whose testimony was to guide his decisioo* . Pro* 
fessed per^uroro could not maintain themselves, as ^ej 
now do, about our courts, were they liable to have thdr 
credibility called upon for certification by credible and 
respectable persons.. 

The Moobummiidan law of evidence pityvkies for^ the 
depravity of society; and although the provisions it con- 
tains are not altogether satisfactory, yet the principle 
being admitted might be improved upon ; and I ^ have na 
doubt that some of those provisicms might be made avails* 
able with advantage. The Moohummudan law, wbAk 
deference be it spoken, is not so absurd as the ElngUsh 
law, which admitted of compurgators to swear to the 
truth of the testimony after it was given : but it requires 
that the general character for credibility of the witnesses 
be vouched by persons themsdves. credible^ b^jre tlie 
e^4denee be received. ^ . 

With such preventive.measures as a body of registered 
facts, such as that above pointed to, available as evid^ioe 
when required, andsuch precautionsas I allude to, to secure 
the«most upright oral testimony, procurable^ I ^caffimot bit 

think 



tfaiiik that litigation would be not only greatly diminished) 
bnt that judidal proceedings would be^eiatly simplifi^ ; 
for it is the conflict between suspicious testimony for both 
sidesy that constitutesthe.chief intricacy of most causes 
that come before our courts. 

it remiaiDs now to notice the mode of administering the 
lasr. But before I suggest any expedient for its mK»e 
effectual administration, I must premise, that in what I 
am to say, when I speak of a judge, I do not understand 
an officer such as Mr. Stuart's judges, whom he states -to 
be ^^ destitute of all legal knowledge," but men who are 
really acquainted with the law they ■ administer. It is^ 
indeed, a perfect solecism in language to speak of any 
other as;a judge. A personal knowledge of the law he 
administers is an indispensable qualification of a judge: 
without this, it is really idle to talk of courts at all, or of 
any amfendm^at in the administration of thelaws* . 

Holding liie judges, then, to possess a competent know- 
le^e of the law, I should think it highly desirable that 
the pleadeirs be also men who are educated lawyers, and 
that none should be suffered to practise in any court till 
their qualifications as lawyers, as well. as their liioral cha- 
racter, have been duly certified. 

In India the native pleaders have little or no knowledge 
of the law. They are, indeed, a distinct class of society 
from the native judges. I believe no instance was ever 
known in India of a promotion irom the bar to the bench* 

Having, as briefly as the subject would admit, carried 
my remarks through the preliminary, yet essential requi- 
siU8f I now come to the actual administration of justice : 

•< What 
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** What is the best mode of carryiiig intoiefiect tke doe 
" administration of justice, to our Asiatic subjects T' This 
question involves two points, viz. first, the most perfect ; 
secondly, the speediest mode of it& administration. 

The tardiness with which the law is administered has 
been hitherto the subject of complaint, more than .the 
want of a just and perfect administration: not, as I he* 
lieve, ^t tardiness is the only or the principal gsound of 
complaint, but because it is a defect open to the eyes of 
the most humble in point of intellect: the intrinsic justness, 
or otherwisef of a decision is only known to tiie indivi* 
duals whom it concerns. 

The stability of our government, the character of our 
country, however, are at stake, more upcoi the former 
(the intrinsic justness of decision) than upon the latt^ of 
these two grand desiderata in our Indian government. 

It will tend to throw considerable light on this subject, 

to advert to the number of causes which are decided or ^ 

I 

disposed of by the different courts, European and native. ' 

It appears, from a report of the judges of the Sudder 
Dewannee and Nizamut Adawlut, dated the 9th March 
1818, that the number of regular civil suits depending 
before the different European and native tribunals, on ■ 

the 1st of January 1817, was as follows : 



Sudder 



Sudder Ameens 1 f: 

Moonsife /Native Courts |, 
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NObonthaFilei, No.daddeil 

Year 1810. in 1818. 

Sudder Dewannee Adawlut 442 lOS 

Provincial Courts of Appeal and 1 

Circuit Z... i 3^^81 1^131 

ZiUah and City Courts 12,387 6,618 

Registers' Courts 8,339 12,066 

f29,04I ....^... 38,922 

38,730 72,055 

Total number <^ causes de- 

pendini; in the courts of the 

L , Ti J 1 , > 92,520 130,900 

Bengal Presidency on the 1st ( ' * 

Jan.l817,anddecidedinl816. 

The following statement^ &om the same authority, 
shews the number of causes disposed of by decision, ad- 
justment, or nonsuit, for four years, ending December 
1816: 

Years. Courts. Causes. 

1813. Sudder Dewannee Adawlut 72 

Provincial Circuit Courts 1,128 

Zillah do 8,208 

Registers' do. 7,585 

Sudder Ameens 22,602 

Moonsifs 136,200 



Total 175,795 



1814. Sudder Dewannee Adawlut 69 

Provincial Circuit Courts 1,096 

Zillah do 6,070 

Registers' do 7,833 

Sudder Ameens 22,671 

Moonsifs 127,471 



Total 165,210 
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Years. Courts. Causes. 

1815. Sudder Dewannee Adawlut 85 

Provincial Circuit Courts • • 1,106 

Zillab 5,744 

Registers' 8,958 

Sudder Ameens 26,702 

Moonsifs 93,947 

Total 136,537 

1816. Suddei* Dewannee Adawlut 108 

Provincial Circuit Courts 1,131 

Zillah 6,618 

Registers' 12,066 

Sudder Ameens S8,922 

Moonsifs •. 72,055 

Total 130,900 



Average Number of Causes decided anrmaUy by the different 

Courts for Four Years. 

r 

By European Judges : 

Sudder Dewannee Adawlut 84 

Provincial Circuit Courts 1,116 

Zillah 6,660 

Registers' 9,108 

— 16,968 

By Natives : 

Sudder Ameens ••••• • 27,724 

Moonsifs 107,418 

135,142 

Total annual average •• 152,110 
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The average of 1815 and 1816 shews the number \ 

- of criminal trials referred to the Court of Sud-\ 378 

• der Dewannee and Nizamut Adawlut to be ) 

Average civil suits disposed of annually in four ^^ 
yeai's •••••• 



> 84 



Total trials and civil causes decided in the Sudder 1 
Dewanneeand Nizamut Adawlut yearly j 



But the average number of civil appeals to the Sudder 
Dewannee Adawlut, for sixteen years ending in 1814, was 
only 66 yearly, according to Mr. Stuart's statement. Of 
these the average number decided was 50| yearly. ' The 
average number of criminal trials submitted during those 
sixteea years was 31 IJ yearly; and the average number 
decided was 296^ yearly. But on 8th January 1818, 
" the court had the satisfaction of reporting, that at the 
*' beginning of the present year, 1818, not a single cri- 
'* minal trial was depending before the court'** 

From these statements it appears, that four, and occa- 
sionally five judges in the Sudder Dewannee and Nizaitiut 
Adawlut, have been occupied in deciding about seventy 
civil causes annually, on an average of eighteen years, and 
in revising about from three hundred to three hundred 
and fifty criminal trials. I call it revtsinffy for there are 
really no trials conducted in that court. The trials are 
conducted in the courts of circuit; and only the capital 
and long transportation cases, where conviction has been 
adjudged, are submitted, to the revisal of the Nizamut 
court. 

The 

* Report of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, p; 58. 
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The buoness before this court has been stated by inany^ 
and particularly by Mr. Stuart, to be so heavy, as to ren- 
der the institution of another similar one absolutely neces- 
sary to the due administratioa of justice. 

I believe that the business of the court of Sudd^ 
Dewannee Adawlut, as it now exists, and has done for 
many years, to be as described by Mr. Stuart. 

To facilitate the administration of justice, however, in- 
stead of multiplying such courts as the Sudder Dewannee 
and Nizamut Adawlut, I am of opinion that the one now 
in existence ought to be abolished, and the. enormous 
expense attending it distributed in another way, to. secure 
to the people immediate, instead of protracted justice, 
administered in their vicinity, instead of making them 
go, in fact, to a foreign country in quest of it; for to 
an inhabitant of Dehlee, or of the Himalayoh moun- 
tains, Calcutta may well be called a foreign country. 

In my humble apprehension, the principle on which 
our Indian courts are established, that progressive i^^em 
of appeal from tibe lowest upwards, is erroneous. It h^ds 
out a temptation to litigate, by multiplying the, chwoes 
of success; and to the wealthy litigant, with a bad 
cause, it furnishes the means of distressing bis oppp- 
n^nt, though he himself may be but hopeless of ^ltinmtf) 
success. 

This system of eternal appeal, this ordeal, . through the 
different courts, consumes justice itself and renders it a 
perfect captd mariuum, at last not worth having : engen- 
dering, however, a spirit of litigation, unknown in Indiir 
till our time. Thus our most benevolent intentions have 

been 
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been attended with the very reverse of success. A long 
purse and a bad cause, doubtful issue^ ^^ no iGxed princi- 
ples of decision" (as Mr. Stuart says), and delay, chiefly 
occasioned by the power of going throi;^h so many courts, 
are the great parents of litigation. He whose cause is 
good will never choose to become a litigant. Make the 
decision speedily attainable, and thus take away from the 
wealthy litigious the power of prolonging his repast, and 
you diminish his pleasure so much, as to render it 
scarcely worth his while to desire it. To admit of appeal 
from one court to another, whose principles of decision 
are avowedly the same as those of the court appealed 
from, supposes not only error but incapacity in the infe- 
rior court; and, forsooth, neither error nor incapacity 
in the superior. It is not always so in India. 

It is not by multiplying courts, but by simplifying the 
system, and by selecting fit persons for judges, I appre- 
hend, that justice can be best administered to oinr Asiatic 
subjects. 

To be particular. I hold the principle of revisal, in 
criminal convictions, not only quite unnecessary, but con- 
trary to the best established maxims of criminal jurispru- 
dence. To try a criminal in his absence, and in the ab- 
sence also of his accusers and witnesses, on proceedings 
held, and on evidience taken in the absence of the judges, 
who never see either the accused, the accused, or the 
witnesses^ is no improvemait, certainly^ in judicial ad- 
ministration. 

It is true, the NisEamnt Adawhit cannot condemn those 
*wfaom the circuit court has aOqiiitted, because the acquit'* 
tals are not referred to them. But thdy may still- affirm 

a sen- 
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a sentence of conviction which they would not hare ori^ 
nally passed; and they may acquit some whom they> 
would have condemned) had the trial been held in their 
presence; and thus again let loose upon the people, the 
atrocious disturber of the peace of sodety. 

It ought never to be forgot, especially in the dispensa" 
tioD of criminal law, that no human being is capable of 
representing to another the impression made upon him- 
self by a third person, either in asserting his innocence if 
the accused, or in giving his evidence if a witness. When 
persons communicate with one another vim voce^ besides 
the words that are uttered, the eyes and the ears have 
their share in the converse* The countenance, the voices 
the colour, the action, the manner, have so great a slmre 
in communication between man and man, that the most 
accurate account that can be written of it must &11 far short 
of the original, supposing the language uttered to be the 
same as that written. How little satisfactory, then, must 
be the proceedings and evidence transmitted to the Niza- 
mut Adawlut through the medium of a foreign language, 
the Persian, which neither, the accused nor witnesses 
used! nor was the language they did use perhaps siiiBci* 
^itly understood by the interpreter and recorder^ or the 
language transmitted fully known by those to whom it was 
transmitted. I may also add a doubt, whether the lia- 
bility to revisal may not often render, ther inferior juc^e 
less careful on the trial than he would be, did he know 
that the life of a fellow-creature rested, at the last resor^ 
on his own judgment alone. 

I hold it, therefor ^^ to be indisputable, that ihe power 
of revisal of criminal trials by the Nizamut Adawlut may 
be dispensed with, with advantage to the due administra- 
tion 
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tion of justice; and that the judges of the courts of cir* 
<cuit being competent persons, may be safely entrusted 
with the conduct of such trials, reporting to government 
through the judidfd secretary,' and if deemed proper,- 
receiving warrants for the execution of sentences through 
him. The revisal of criminal trials is calculated by Mn 
StUMTtto take up one^third of the time of the court. 
Here, tha:i, is an easy, and, in my estimation, an advan- 
tageous mode of-lightening the -labour of that court. 

And with respect to appeals in civil causes, we have 
seen that die whole number brought annually does not 
exceed seyenty or eighty. A proportion of these are' 
doubtless to that extent {viz. above £5,000 sterling value), 
whidb, by act of parliament, are appealable from the sud«>* 
der to the King and council; and consequently, as to 
them, the decree of the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut can only 
be considered as interlocutory. Whether the parties 
abide byit or not, it matters not, as to the point now be-*^ 
fore 41S. If the parties are satisfied with the decree,' it 
being the decree of the highest tribunal in this country, 
though not the last resort, their being so satisfied would 
afford an argujnent to shew that the decree of a provincial 
court, were there no higher tribunal in this country, would 

be equally sadi^actory. 

/ .... , - 

Suppose the tauses appealed to the Sudder Dewanne^ 
Adawlut annually to be seventy, and that thirty of theise 
are appealable from the decision of that court to the King,- 
tlie appeal to his Majesty might be made to lie, with equal 
advantage, I presume, from the provinciaf court, the 
judges of both being equally competent. The remaining 
forty causes are all which are annually decided by 

X the 
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tlie sudder tn the kut resort. To this number we shall 

We are not 'to conclude that all those forty causes are 
err<meously decided in the inferior courts ; nor are we to 
presume that all those which may be reversed by the 
sudder are rightly decided. We shall suppose^ therefore, 
three-fourths of the appeals to be affirmed; so that thirty 
of the forty causes might, i$o far as the advancement 
of justice is eoncemed, as well not have been appealed. 
The remaining ten causes ^ay be put down as doubtful. 
If six are reversed rightfully, four will probably be re- 
versed Wrongfully ; leaving, on the whole, a balance in 
flavour of justice of Uioo x^duses annually, on decisions (f 
the laat resort. 

So much for decisions of the last resort ; and if we allow 
the same proportion to the thirty interlocutory decrees, 
trisf* two-fortieths, that will give one and a half, and the 
whole will alnount to three and a half causes yearly; 
so that we can itodreely raise the maximum of advantage 
to the eause of justice obtained by the existence of die 
Sudder Dewasnnee add Nizamut Adawlut beyond the deci- 
Aim of three or £mr causes imnually. 

Here, then, for the sake of affording the people of 
India another chance of a more just decision of three or 
four suits annually, a court is maintained, to which, in 
principle! I have stated the above objections, f&d at 
an expense to the state of £50,000 or £60,000 sterling 
aanually. 

But supposing that a few of the seventy t^auses appealed 

annually 
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annually to the judder were erroneously decided, in the 
lower courts, it may be fairly questioned whether prompt 
justice, easily obtained in all the other causes, would not 
be far more than an equivalent to the people. 

I am, however, of opinion, that the chances are much 
in favour of the local courts for justness of decision. Local 
loxowledge^ recency of the transaction, matter of decision, 
oral and viva voce testimony, the appearance of the parties 
and witnesses, the selection of the individuals who 
are to give evidence, selected for their respectability, of 
character; these, and many other most essential circum- 
stances, in fact, cast the balance much in favour of the local 
courts. 

• 

What is called the *^ miscellaneous business " of the 
present Sudder Dewannee Adawlut is the third and last 
branch of the duty of that court* Mr. Stuart calculates 
that this business occupies a third of. the time of the court* 
It is composed chiefly of a species of general superintend- 
ence of judicial matters and police, answers to references 
from the subordinate courts. But as much of this busi- 
ness must, after all, be referred by that court to the de- 
cision of government, through the judidal^ secretary, that 
officer might as well receive, it from the referring-court 
direct; and thus, as I doubt not be would be perfectly 
competent to relieve tb^ sudder of all the anomalous cor- 
respondence here alluded to. 

Taking all these circumstances into full consideration, 
therefore, it appears to me by no means impossible that 
tl^p present Sudder De:wannee and Nizamut Adawlut, 
might be, with great advantage, totally abolished* 

4 

■ • I 

X 2 Secondly, 
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Secomlly, I would also suggest, that no criminal trials 
be referred by the provincial courts, except to the 
Governor-General in council, and then only in cases of 
convictions; the judges stating when they may see 
grounds for mitigation of punishment or pardon. 

Thirdly, That in civil causes, no appeals be received 
from the provincial courts, where the subject matter of 
litigation does not amount to Sicca Rupees 100,000 ; and 
that those appeals shall be made to the Governor-General 
in council, and not, as at present, to the King in council. 
That no references of any cause from the native courte, 
shall be made to his Majesty and council ; a tribunal whidi 
neither can itself be supposed to know any thing of the 
law by which its decision ought to be guided, nor can it. 
have the means of deriving a knowledge thereof from 
others, as it always has in appeals, in cases of English law ; 
whereas the local government of the country, having 
several of its members servants of the Company in India, 
may be supposed to be acquainted with the laws of India : 
at all events, have every opportunity of consulting those 
who are known to possess that knowledge. 

Fourthly, In the event of the abolition of the Sudder 
Dewannee Adawlut, the judicial secretary to government 
should possess, as an indispensable qualification, an inti- 
mate knowledge of the law of India; and, if found neces- 
sary, that an officer be added to the establishment of 
government, as an Indian law adviser, who shall be known 
also to possess the above qualification. 

The provincial courts come next under consideration. 
These courts are in number six, and consist of four judges 
^ach. Before them, all criminal trials are brought. Their 

jurisdiction 
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jurisdiction extends to all civil suits, and their decision is 
final in causes not exceeding Sicca Rupees 5,000. In crimi- 
nal matters they may acquit indefinitely ; but all convic- 
tions involving life or perpetual imprisonment, or trans- 
portation, must be referred to the Nizamut branch of the 
Sudder Adawlut* 

Under the Bengal presidency, there are six provincial 
courts, four of which are for the Lower Provinces below 
Benares, and the other two for the Upper Provinces, in- 
cluding Benares, viz. Calcutta, Dacca, Moorshedabad, 
Patna, Benares, Barelly. 

The average annual number of civil suits decided by 
those^ six courts, for four years, ending with 1816, was, as 
above, 1,116, averaging about lt8 causes in every court 
annually* 

But this average does by no means exhibit, the propor- 
tion of business before any given court. 

The following table will tend to shew this ; and it will 
be. observed to exhibit, in a striking degree, the spirit of 
litigation that prevails; in the Lower Provinces. 

On the first January 1815, the number of appeals de- 
pending before the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, from the 
several provincial courts, was respectively as follows, 
shewing also the number received within the last six 
months of 1814, from each : 

COURTS. Appeals Appeals received be- 

depcnding. tween 1st July 1814* 

Upper Provinces: "^ ^•*''"- "«• 

From Barelly 22 4 

•^••••Benares ^••••« 52 13 

Carried forward ... 74 17 

x3 
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AopetiM rectived be- 
COURTS. AppMb tween lai July m4, 

dcpokUng. and Ut Jan. 1815. 

Brought forwajrd ••• 74 IT 

Lower Province? : 

FromPatna 130 23 

• ••••• Moorshedabad • 45 7 

Dacca •••••••. 77 15 

Calcutta • 85 14 

337 59 



Grand Total •.. 411 76 

Average in each, 68^ * 

Thus it appears, that whilst the revenue (and probaUji 
%e population) of the Upper, to that of the Lower Pro- 
vinces, is, a& in th^ above-mentioned report, stated as 
2,63,67,368 to 2,88,19,069 rupees (how thx^e lacs of 
rupees), the proportion of appeals shews that government 
is burdened with litigation in the Lower Provinces, more 
than in their newly-acquired possessions, in the propor* 
tion of 8^1- to 74, or nearly as five to one. 

Table, shetving the Number of Regular Suits depending be^ 
fq^e jfi^ whak of the Courts, both qf European and Native 
Judges, mdex the^ Be^gai Presidency, on \^ Jan. 1817, ut 
the lAmer arid Upp&r Provinces respectively.f 

. COURTS. Upper Ptovinca. hcmet Pwviaoa, Total of escfa 

European Judges : ^^^"^ 

Provincial ..,. 603 2,978 3,581 

Zillah and City Judges 2,668 9,699 12,367 

Registers 1,294 7,045 8,339 

... ■ . «*»i,iii« I ■■! » i h - 

4,56€ I9>732 2^287 

Native Judges : 

SudderAmeens .^. 4,114 24,927 29,041 

Moonsifs •...•..•. 3,700 35,Q$0 38,730 



Total ...... 12,379 . - 79^679 92,058 



I «.. J 



• Mr. Stuart, p. 44. f Fripted Accounts laid before Parliament, 1812^ 
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Exclusive of 442 appeals depending in the Sudder De- 
wannee Adawlut ; exhibiting a proportion of litigation in 
the Lower, compared with the Upper Provinces, of up- 
wards of six iti the former to one in the latter ; a fact 
which, I fear, does not exhibit a very flattering proof of 
the progressive improvement of our judical system. 

The grand stock whence this odious spirit of litigation 
sends forth its ramifications is situated in his Majesty's 
good city of Calcutta ; and I have no doubt that the 
parent tree is sufficiently healthy to extend itself in good 
jime over the whole of pur Indian dopiinions. 

* The habit of litigating (for it has now becoine a habit) 
among the natives in, and in the vicinity of Calcutta, is 
prevalent beyond all beliief. 

The following statement will shew this ; whilst it will 
afford jsome consolation to those who, contemplating the 
enormous number of nii\etyrtwo thausa^4 suit^ -depending 
in th^ courts of the provinces, may be inclined to despair 
of ever attaining any thing like a regular administration 
of justice for India, by shewing how easily a v^ long file 
iii4y be got over. 

In the Cotut of Requests of Calcutta, consisting of three, 
commissioners, a court having jurisdiction (only within 
the limits of the town of Calcutta) in debts and demands to 
the amount of 260 rupees only, the number of causes insti- 
tuted in one month, the month of January 1819, was 
3,675. So 3,672 + 12 = 44,064 annually, equal to 
about half the whole litigation of the Bengal presidency. 

Of these 3,672 causes, there 

were compromised or adjusted, before 
decision.*.......*./. • 2,416, or two-tljirds. 

Remained for adjudication •.. 1,256, or one-third: 

x4 
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Cftuaes. 

Brought forward 1,256 

Decrees, defendants having absconded* ••• 111 

Non-suits, plaintifis not appearing ••• J55 

Judgments for plaintiffs on confession 97 

Deducton proceedings held, but without 1 
litigation • « c».. J 

Total litigated 893 

These were disposed of as follows : 

£2cparteju(%mentsforplaintiffi ••••••• 167 

, Judgments lor ditto, on issue joined^*..*.* 449 
Judgmentsfordefendants... •••••«• 252 

Total decided 868 



Remain undecided for cause shewn (1st . ^^ 



August 1819) 



* 






^■» 



JVbfe.— By proclamation, in November 1819, the -juris- 
diction of the Court of Requests has been extended to 
400 rupees. 

If of the 92,058 causecr on the files of the courts beyond 
the metropolis, especially i^of the 67,771 causes of small 
amount depending before the native commissioners 
throughout the country, the same proportion of them, 
viz* three-fourths, are so easily adjusted as the above on 
the files of the Court of Requests, the rolls of the courts 

would 

* Of these 210 were founded on bonds, notes of Imnd, and written docu- 
m^lltiy other than-open accounts. 
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would not be so formidable. So, also, if the judges of the 
Calcutta Court of Requests are able to decide, justly, -so 
great a number of litigated causes as 868 monthly, or 
10,416 annually, that is, 3,472 to each judge in the capi- 
tal, or about eleven causes daily, we might look with less 
dismay upon the files of the courts in the provinces. The 
number of courts held by European judicial officers, zil- 
lah judges, registers, joint roisters, and magistrates, ex- 
ceed one hundred; which, if we take the whole number 
of. causes annually depending before all our provincial 
courts, both European and native, at 92,000, laying aside 
the native judges altogether, would leave about 900 for 
each European judicial officer's court to decide aimuaHy, 
or about three per day; whereas eleven are, as above, 
decided by each judge of the Calcutta Court of Requests 
laily. But if we take the whole of the Company's Euro- 
pean judicial servants, about one hundred and eighty, the 
ibove number of suits wiU give only 511 annually to each, 
or daily about one and three-fourths, instead of eleven, 
as above. " : 

The country under the Bengal presidency may extend 
totkbout 260,000 square miles.* 

Square Miles. 

Bengal, Behar, and Benafes, and Midnapore 162,000 f 

Bundlekund 10,000 

Upper Dooab, aiid Agra and Dehlee 25,000 

Cuttack 10,000 

Allahabad, Rohilkund, Lower Dooab 53,286 



Total Square Miles 260,286 

Take 

* This calculation wai nadp befora Um Uite conquests, 
f Bennell. 
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Take the papuladOD, per Mr. Colebrooke's estimate 
and censusy at S08 per square mile, it wooild give a tota 
immber of inhabitants of 52^0,000, exclusive of the in- 
habitants of cities and considerable towns, as those were 
excluded by Mr. Colebrooke. 

* s 

Supp06e then the population is,Jn even numbers^ fifty-^ 
three millions under the Bengal presiden^. Iliere are 
fptty-Uve ziUahiind city J3id^s,.3yhi6h Sxf BfiC^OOO. square 
.milesgives one judge to a space of 57 x IQOmiles, or 5,700 
ifquare miles, ao^ to 1,177,777 )of .pfqNilatiQn.f But sup- 
pose there are fortyrtwo ^illfdijudgeshipsji and that six. of 
the^e judgeships (exduMve of the dties) are put into one 
circuit, it would give seven circiots, each;cf an aneaof 
150 X 2Q0 . square miles, S7,Q0D €»ly ; not £>ur times the 
extent of one English oouoty^ Y<»rkdEkire, which is 19,850 
square miles, So that were -Ae- local pdsitioa of the 
Courts judiciously ^el^ded,. their, distanice Sfom the ex- 
. ureme limits of their jurisdiction lieed not exceed fixdn 70 
to 125 miles, or from 35 to 60 coss : a distance^ in India, 
short enough to render courts of appeal sufficiently easy 
pf access* 

There are, at present, under the presidency. of Bengal, 
six district or provincial courts of appeal and circuit. Of 
these there are four in the Lower Province^, tnz* Calcutta, 
P^gca, Moorshedabadf Patna, each of which contain the 
f9llowipg cities and zillahs; and, according to the pplice 
returns, have the following number of vil]figes under their 
jurisdiction : 

Calcutta: 

* The extent of England and Wales is stated at 57,960 square miles^ and 
the population at XO,l^€lS $ottls» gi^ii^g 175 inhalaitanta to the square 
mile. 
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Calcutta : No. of VilUiges. 

Burdwan 3,496 

Hoogly 4,934 

Jungle mehals ••••••. 4,241 

Midnapore 10,675 

Cuttack 10,298 

Nuddea 4,784 

Twenty-four pergunaahs • • • 2,907 

Suburbs of Calcutta 763 

42,098 

Dacca: 

City of Dacca •••• 2,594 

Dacca Jelalpore • • • 2, 7 1 3 

Mymen Sing....... 8,667 

Shylet 9,800 

Tipperah 6,203 

Chittagong • *...,..... .1,307 

Backergunge.. ••..•••• 2,051 

Jessore ••it... ^.. 4,775 

— 38,110 

Moarshedabad : 

Moorshedabad, zillah and city ••• 2,855 

Pumeah 4,785 

Dinagepore 12,315 

Rungpore •••• 5,788 

Ragashye •'• 8,710 

Beerboom ..••.. .v. 5,129 

r-r 39,582 

I^ai$my incfimvci^Ikmiffurh:. 

Butna, aiUah and city «••.•••«.••• 1,069 

Behiir •'••••«i.,««*.^*.«» *• 5,541 

Shahabad 4,S0T 

Tirhoot 7,S23 

Carried forward 18,840 119,790 

Sarun 
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Ko. of Villages. 

Brought forward 18,340 119,790 

Patnoj gfc. — (continued) 

Sarun 7,051 

Bajulpore 5,567 

Add for Ramgurh the average of 1 5 333 

the whole J 36,341 

Total number of villages in the four Lower 1 - 

X5 . ^ J- 156,131 

Provinces , j • • 

Average villages under one provincial court 39,032| 

I have here added Jessore to the Dacca division, and 
Bagulpore to that of Patna, to make the average number 
of villages in each circuit more equal than they are as at 
present settled. 

The criminal trials at the circuits of the four courts of 
the Lower Provinces, for five years ending with 1807, 
averaged annually 5,831 : about 1,400 for each circuity or 
700 half-yearly ; one half of which may be convictions.* 

And with respect to civil suits, it is to be observed that 
in a population such as that of India, where so many exist 
upon the precarious earnings or collections of the day, 
and where so a small proportion of the people have any 
property, no estimate of the probable amount of litigation 
can be formed on the basis of population. Property alone 
is the subject of litigation. . The number of persons that 
may become litigants must therefore depend on. the 
amount of those who possess pnoper^, and may therefore 
be guessed at fix>m whatibllows. ■ 

Mr. 

* FiAh Report 



» • ~ » 
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Mr. Colebrooke* states, that by an actual census, 80,914 
husbandmen holding leases, and 22,324 artificers paying 
ground-rent, were found in 2,784 villages. So, if we 
take these two classes together in round numbers at 
100,000, the number pet village will be about 35| ; and 
the total number of villages in the above four provinces 
being 156,131, will give us about 5,600,000 persons in the 
Lower Provinces below Benares, whq may be considered 
to possess propery, that may become the subject of litiga- 
tion, or to each of the four provincial courts 1,400,000 
persons who may become litigants. 

That this number, however, is much too high may be 
shewn thus. We must suppose all leaseholders and arti- 
ficers paying grdund-»rent to be heads of families; and if 
we allow even five persons to a family, it would give 
5x5,600,000=28,000,000 : a population of twenty-eight 
millions of these two classes of society alone, viz. of hus- 
bandmen and artificers paying ground-rent, leaving out 
even artificers who do not pay ground-rent, labourers and 
servants of all descriptions, merchants, shopkeepers, and 
all the other denominations of the people. Mr. Cole- 
brooke's calculation we must therefore lay a^de. 

In tibie Ceded and Conquered Provinces, the number of 
persons holding engagements for land directly from go* 
vemment was, in the year 1815, forty-five thousand. Colo- 
nel Readers census of the Baramahal gives of husbandmen, 
shudurs, or government farmers. ••••••«•• 85,227 

Carried forward. 85,227 

besides 

* Husbandry of Bengal. , 
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Bronght forward. ••• 85,227 

besides possessors of charity«land and private 
property lands • I'^^Sli^ 

Total husbandry class 102,541 

to a population of 612,871, about oiie*sixtIi of 
tenantry. To which, if we add one-fourth for 
artizans, as above .••.•• 25,635 

will give a total of. 128,176 



There wei'e 4,865 villages, however, so that the num- 
ber for each village will be about 26^ : which for the 
above number of villages in the four provinces, 156,131, 
will reduce the number of persons of the above descrip- 
tion from 5,600,000 to 4,105,000 (which is still &r too 
many), or to each of the four provincial courts, 1,026,250 
persons who itvay become litigants. But if we deducted 
one*fourth frdni this, the number would be hearer the 
truth ; and ii would giv^ by the above calctiafion of five 
to each family, a population of 15^3639750 of persons of 
those two classes of scjtciety akme. if we take thas^ we 
shall then have about 770,000 persons who may be liti- 
gants for each of the four provincifd. drcult coui^ts of (he 
Low€9r Provinces. 

For the Upper Provinces, including Benares, ihHe 
coutts^of a]^eal and circuit would perhaps suf&ee; to b)e 
fixed-at the following places, viz. Allahabad, Furruk- 
halS^' Meerut ; and' the whale drcuits, both of the Lower 
and Upper Provinces, would stand thus : 

Fir^ Circuits 
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First Circuit. 

. So. 6f VUlagei Na of Villagw 
in each ZUlah* in each Circuit* 

Calcutta: 

Calcutta, twenty-four pergunnalis 

and suburbs 3,670 

Hoogly *j&34 

Nuddeah 4,784 

Burdwan 3,496 

Jungle mehauls 4,241 

Midnapore 10,675 

Cuttack 10,298 

42,098 

Second Circuit. 

Dacca: 

Dacca and Dacca Jelalpore 5,307 

Mymun Sing •' 8,667 

Shylet • »,800 

Tippera '^ *'•• 6,203 

Chittagqng 1.307 

Backergunge *• •• 2,051 

Jessore 4,775 

38,110 

JTiird Circuit. 
Moorshedabad : 

Moorshedabad, zillah and city 2,865 

Pumeah • 4,785 ~ 

Dinagepore 12,315 

Rungpore** 5,788 

Ragshye • ^,710 

^^^*^^~^ ; Jl^ 39,682 

Fourth Circuit 
Patna*. 

Patna, zillah and city 1j069 

Behar ^>^^^ 

Carried forward 6,610 119,790 
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No. or vmaeei No.ofViIbc« 
Sniah. in each Circiut. 



in eadi Zlllah. in eodi Circiut. 

Brought forward 6,610 119,790 

Patna — (cimtbmed.) 

Shahabad 4,507 

Tirhoot 7,283 

Sarun 7,051 

Baglepore 5,567 

Ramgurh, take at average 5,383 

36,341 

Fifth Circuit 
Allahabad : 

Allahabad 6,329^ 

Benares (not known, but take ave- 
rage of Lower Provinces) 5,383 ' 

Mirzapore(notknown,takeaverage) 5,383 
Juanpore (not known, take average) 5,383 
Goruckpore ...^ 11,617 

T 34,095i 

Sixth Circuit. 
Futtyghur : 

Furruckabad 2,880| 

Caunpore 3,439 

Banda or N. Bundlekund 2,493 

Barelly (not known, but take ave- 

• rage of Upper Provinces) 4,760 

Etayah ; 4^014 

17,5851 

Seventh Circuit. 
Meerut : 

Agra (not known, but take average 

of Upper Provinces) 4,760 

AUyghur 4,53^ 

Moradabad , 9,052| 

Carried forward 18,342^ 207,812^ 

North 
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No. of Village* No. of VillagM 
In £ach ZllltOi. in each Circuit 

Brought forward...... 18,342^ 207,812^ 

Seventh Circuit— f continued J. 
Meerut — (conttntiedj. 

North Suharanpore 1,753 

South Suharanpore 1,495 

Dehlee (not known, but take ave- - 

rage of Upper Provinces) 4,760 

26,350^ 

Grand total villages. 234,16I| ' 

Thus it would seem that. seven courts, having jurisdic- 
tion as above, would be fully sufficient for the dispensa- 
tion of justice in the first resort, in important causes in 
appeal, and for holding the criminal courts of sessions and 
of circuit throughou^Uie whole of the Bengal presidency. 
But for the better performance of the business of the 
circuit, to ensure the presence of three judges in court for 
the decision of civil causes, for the review of criminal mat- 
ters, and the general superintendence of the police, five 
judges should be the number attached to each court of 
circuit, instead of four as at present : two of whom to take 
the circuit in opposite directions, which would give each 
the circuit of three zillabs, and render the business suffi- 
ciently easy to be performed without any risk of want of 
consideration from too great hurry to get ov^r a tedious 
and heavy duty. 

One thing which contributes to make the circuits in 
India sq irksome iis the extremely tedious mode of travel- 
ling. The journey from one seat of court to another, at 
the rate of twelve, or at most sixteen miles a day^ makes 
what in England would be termed a very short circvfit, in 
India a very long one. 

Y I have 
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I have already suggested that the provincial courts 
ought to be the courts of last resort, unless in very special 
and important causes; and fot diese, that an appeal 
should lie to the Governor-General in Council. These 
courts ought also to be vested with special power with 
respect to the police, in preserving the tranquillity of the 
country ; and might be expected to bring to the notice of 
government all circumstances which should come to their 
knowledge relative to the good government of their dis- 
trict, in whatsoever department such circumstances might 
arise. 

At present the provincial courts ar^ I fear, held in but 
very little estimation, either by the natives or by the judi- 
cial btanch of the service generally. The reason seems 
plain enough: they are really v^BBCed with very little 
power ; none at all, indeed, unless in cases of « compara- 
tively trivial nature. The more severe punii^mients are 
beyond their jurisdiction, and the more important causes 
are appealable from them : qmfod ^Aess, therefore, the 
courts of appeal are little better than offiees for the trans- 
mission of such causes to a father aut^rity. Tlie respect 
accorded to courts so constituted must be secondary. A 
dernier resort jurisdictibn given them, equal to that now 
belonging to the Sudder Adawlut, would raise the provin- 
cial courts m the esdinationof tlfte people, asnd give them 
a degree of weight in the provinces, which wopld render 
them instruments highly valuable in the administration of 
the government in every department, gen^^iy; and 
would be attended with the most beneficial effects, in ia>- 
proving and facilitating the administration of jastioe in 
particular. 

I would therefore suggest : 

1st. 
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1st* That the present courts of appeal and circuit be 
abolished. 

2dly. Hat the Conquered and Ceded Provinces, the 
province of Benares, Behar, Bengal, and Orissa, be 
divided into seven separate and distinct jurisdic- 
tions. , 

Bdlf, That a court, denominated a Dewannee and Ni- 
earaut Adawlut, consisting of one chief judge and four 
puisne judges, be established in each province. 

4tfaly. That the jurisdiction of these courts be limited 
to their own province, respectively : in which they shall 
be supreme, both in civil and in criminal matters, except 
in very peculiar or important causes, when an appeal 
shall be admitted to the supreme government; who 
might, besides the opinion of their own legal advisers, 
call for that of any number of the ablest judges, 
selected from the different courts above .mentioned, 
to assist them in the decision. But that in all per-r 
sonal actions, where the amount disputed is under 
100,000 sicca rupees, their decision shall be final. 

6thly. 'Diat causes of- an important nature, or of 
the value of 30,000 rupees, or upwards, be instituted in 
these provincial courts only; and that appeals be 
received from the Inferior courts, if of a special nature^ 
whatever the amount in dispute may be; and in all 
other causes of the value of 5,000 rupees or upwards, 

6thly. That these courts, in their nizamut depart-f 
ment, hold a sessions, at regular ^nd short intervals, for 
file trial of all criminal offences committed in any zillah^ 
the court of which is situated within the distance of 
thiPiy miles. The sentence of the court at sessi<ms to 
be finii) in capital cases of conviction ; reporting fi>rtfae 
orders aiid warrant of the Governor-General in Council 
pr^ious to execution ; and submitting for the conside-/ 

Y 2 ration 
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ration of that high authority, any circumstances which 
might be deemed extenuatory of the offence, tending to 
mitigate punishment or to call forth clemency. 

Tthly. That the puisne judges of each court shall per- 
form the duties of the circuit twice a year, or oftener 
if necessary, two going on their respective circuits. 

8thly. That those courts be vested with the .control of 
the« police within their respective jurisdictions; or the 
chief judge of the court only, should this be deemed 
more expedient : the magistrates reporting to him, and 
through him to government. 

I am persuaded that this establishment and distribution 
of the courts, provided they were filled with competent 
judges, would be fully equal to the due administration of 
justice in criminal matters, in appeals, and in important 
causes. I speak, however, of their being filled by compe- 
tent judges; for it is with that condition that I would be 
understood in writing on the subject. 

The constant chain of appeals from one court to 
another, combined with the deficiency in legal knowledge 
and of business in general, which prevail in our judicial 
department, and not the want of judicial officers, are the 
great causes of that inefficiency which appears, and which 
has been so often and so much lamented in the adminis- 
tration of justice. Innumerable difficulties must, on very 
trivial occasions, arise to a person who is but ill-informed 
of his duty ; and it is thus that besides very unsatisfactory 
decisions, the most precious of all commodities, the time 
of the court, falls a sacrifice to the ignorance of the judge. 
Proceedings are heaped upon proceedings, delay follows 
delay; a desire on the part of government to remedy 
obvious defects, occasions establishments to be multiplied 

upon 
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upon establishments, equafiy inefficient perhaps with the 
original ; and it is thus that no advantage is gained, and no 
result appears but disappointment, and enormous expense 
to government 

I now come to speak of the inferior courts. The next 
in gradation to the provincial courts of appeal are the 
courts of the zillah and city judges and magistrates; the 
judicial and magisterial offices being at present combined 
in the same person. 

To all of those zillah and city courts there are judicial 
officers, called registers, attached, who are assistants to the 
judges, but who also hold courts of their own for the 
decision of minor causes. There are also, in gradation 
inferior to the registers, junior civil servants, called assist- 
ants to the judges and magistrates, to whom the judge 
assigns a portion of the business of his court. All these 
are subordinate to the judge : but the number is not fixed. 

There are in some zillahs a higher class than the last- 
mentioned, of judicial officers, that have been termed 
*' joint magistrates," and also, " additional registers,'* 
whose jurisdiction is co-ordinate with that of the zillah 
judge. In fact, a judge of part of the zillah, or perhaps 
part of two zillahs, the limits defined : in short, ajs 
Mr. Stuart designates them, "judges on worse pay" than 
the regular zillah judges. These situations are filled by 
civil servants younger than the class of regular judges. 
There may thus be about four Europeans to administer 
the law and to superintend the police in every zillah. 
There are^ at the moment I am writing, about one hnn- 
dred and eighty civil servants employed in the jiidicial 
department, employed as functionaries, mostly invested 

y 3 / with 
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with judicial power, holding courts and passing decrees^ 
and not, as in England it would be, with a part of them 
performing the inferior offices of the law. 

The number of causes disposed of in the zillah saA * 
city courts, by decision, adjustment, or nonsuit, for four 
yeart, ending in December 1816, exhibit an annual aver- 
age of decisions by the zillah European judges, &c. as 
fellows:— 

i 

By the ziltah and city judges 6,660 

By ... do do. registers .••...•••»;• 9,106 

Total annually 15,768 



which, if we reckon the Judges at forty«-five, will give for 
eacfa^ to decide ai^ually, about one hundred and forty* 
"eight Causes; and reckoning about sixty registers who 
officiate as judges, and about fifteen additional or second 
registers, who are deciders of causes, in number altogether 
about teveniy^-fiVe, we haVe for them each about one hun- 
dred and fifty decisions anntmlly; cnr it gived^ (making 
allowance for Sundays and holidays) about two days to a 
judge, and as many to those inferior officers for every 
xause they decide ; and if we take the whole number of 
"15,768 causes, and divide them among the above number 
of one hundred and eighty judicial officei's, we shall have 
'for each to decide annually about eighty-seven causes. 

We can scarcely allow, then, that the judicial branch of 
the duty of those officers^ in civil matteri^ is very heavy ; 
though to what I have stated, falls to be added, in thdr 
capacity of magistrates, criminal jurisdiction in the lighter 
of&nces. The chief part, howevei^, of the duty which the 

zillah 
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XEflak and city judges have to perform, is in their capacity 
of magistrates, or police officers. But as those duties-are 
at present united, the proportion of time required for the 
performance of each branch has not been ascertained ; 
and hence the combined duty being too laborious, it is 
doubtful whether the police or the judicial d^^partment of 
government has suffered most. 

In my estimation, it would be wise to separate the two 
functions. The guardianship of the police, and the 
magisterial dudes of a sillah, would undoubtedly be quite 
enough far the labour of any one individual, even of the 
most active and zealous of the Company's servants ; and I 
think that one judge, however active and zealous, niight 
also be fully employed in performing the duty ot judge in 
a ziUah^ though under the pressed arrangement of the 
courts of circuit, it might perhaps be found that tkirty, 
instead of forty«»five ziUah judges, might be suiBcieRt for 
ihe whole 4»f the Bengal provi^ices* 

Many reasons might be assigned for separating the 
B»agisterial office from that of the judge. Justice requires 
that e^ery judge adioukl enter upon a cause he is to decide 
free from all bias. The duty of a magistrate renders him 
liable to prejudice. The natiive of a judge's duty requires 
him to investigate patiently, and to decide deliberated; 
that of a magistrate requiiM him to be prompt and 
decisive. He must act quickly, though he • should act 
sometimes erroneously. A judge ought to possess a com^- 
plete knowledge of the law. The same degree of knov*^ 
ledge is not necessary^ in a magistrate and policy oijicer. 
The habits likely to form the one, are not calculated ^ 
perfect the.otber ; antl hence it xaust seldom ha|^^ that 

y 4 the 
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the two-fold qualities of a good judge and a good magis- 
trate are united in the same person. 

« 

. The zillah judges have original jurisdiction in causes to 
the amount of 10,000 rupees. Their decisions might 
with advantage be held final in mere personal actions, in 
demands, debts, and matters of account, involving merely 
a definite sum of money, or value of goods or chattels, to a 
very large amount : probably 4,000 or 5,000 rupees might 
not be too high. But, on the other hand, in cases of real 
actions, questions of inheritance, of landed property, and 
generally, in every cause involving an indefinite amount, 
or question of general importance, an appeal to the pro- 
vincial courts ought to lie, whatever the value of the sub- 
ject matter in dispute may be. Special appeals to be 
received in all, even of the former class of causes, should 
the inferior judge see reason ; or should the judge of 
circuit, on a petition from the party desiring it, see 
grounds for admitting an appeal to the provincial court. 

The same principle with respect to appeals firom the 
decision of the assistant judges and registers to the judges 
should prevail ; and, in that event, the limit, in point of 
extent, of their final decisions, In cases of personal actions, 
debts, and demands, &c., might be rai^ to 800 rupees : 
their jurisdiction to extend to 5,000 rupees. .But no cause 
of any description exceeding 400 rupees, to be brought 
before them in the first iiistance ; and those under that 
sum, only in matters of debt, demands, and personal 
actions as above: all other causes to be instituted before 
the judge, who will remU to his. deputies and assistants, for 
investigation and adjudication, such of, them, as he may 
deem proper; exercising, in this respect, a judicious dis- 
cretion 
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cretion as to the complicated or simple nature of the 
case remitted. 

Three essential points would be effected by this. . The 
nature of all suits, except simple demands of a trifling 
amount, could be known to the judge, his pdwer reserved 
of deciding all such causes as should appear important pr 
com|dex, and every assistance attained from his inferior 
officers, which they may appear to him capable of 
affwding. 

Thus, I apprehend, an ample provision would exist for 
the distribution of civil justice ; or if it should be found 
to be still deficient, notwithstanding the full adoption of 
all the precautionary means, for the prevention of litiga- 
tion, and for the speedy adjustment of disputes, which I 
have above suggested, a few natives of acknowledged 
respectability, and of tried character, might be employed 
in each dii^trict in further aid of the judge : men of 
family, of education, and of irreproachable reputation and 
habits of life. A respectable salary of 300 rupees per 
mensem should be allowed t^iem ; and the antient and 
constitutional appellation of '^ haze£^ would raise them in 
the estimation of- the people, and - remind themselves of 
the sacred character they ought to maintain and the high 
duties expected of them. Two or three of these in each 
zillah, placed in eligible situations throughout the zillah, 
would be as many as would be required or ought to be em- 
ployed ; for I hold the present practice of employing so 
many natives, under the appellation of sudder ameens and 
moonsifs, invest^ with judical powers, erroneous in prin- 
ciple, arid objectionable in a degree proportionate to their 
number. 

The 
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4 

The extait of jurisdicttQn of the kazee might be limited 
to demands and personal actions, to the extent of 800 
rupees ; and their decirions to be final to the amount of 
40 rupees^ exdusire of costs. 

The Court of Directors have wisely authorized the em-> 
ployflKOit of persons^ sudi as are here described, with 
liberal salaries, instead of paying their native judges, as at 
present, by taxes, and per centage on the causes they 
decide; which holds out a strong temptation to these 
people, not only to promote litigation, but to decide has- 
tily, and to prevent amicable a4)nstknent, whidi, by the 
Regulations, would deprive them of their &es« 

The number of sudder ameens and moonsifs, or native 
petty judges, now employed, is not limited, but is very 
{[reat in the district of Burdwan, which I mention hei^ 
knowing the number of thanahs in it : holding each thanah 
to be furnished widi its little judge, there may be ao less 
than sixteen, perhaps twenty, of these gentlemen c€ the 
'bench in that ziUah; assuming whi0h number as. am 
^verage^ would give for the Bengal provinces ^bout nine 
}iundred persons invested with judicial powers, in causes 
under 150 mpees, in the courts c^ th^ sudder ameens, and 
64 rupees in tbe courts of the jaiQQ08i&. But if we 
take the average number <£ villages in each thanah, as in 
Burdwan, at about two hundred and ^^bteeo^ and esti*- 
aaate tihe number of villages under the Bragai presideni^ 
at 400,000, or at the least at 960,000, as assumed by the 
court of Sudder Dewannee Adawlut^ in tl^ir i^eport of iJw 
9ih March 1818, the number of moonsi& would exceed 
1,800, instead of 900. This estimate of villages^ howevra^^ 
is known to be incorrect. 

My 
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My own experience of the natives of these provinces 
makes me adverse to employing them in situations of power 
and of trust. That feeling is particularly applicable to 
the inferior classes^ to which, owing to the small lawful 
emoluments of those native judgeS} the selection is necessfr* 
rily restricted. To multiply, then, the number of indivi- 
duals who have power, is only to increase the sQUBces of 
oppression to the people. 

• For these reasons, I would recommend that the respec- 
tability of the individuals^ thus vested with authority, 
^duld be increased, and their numbers greatly dimi^ 
nished. But, should it be fbund practicable^ adverting to 
the state of society in India, I would strongly recommend 
diat native agency, in situations of resp<HisibUity, ^o^ld 
be dispensed with entirely, unless in situations over which 
there is a most efficient European contrcd. With such 
control, however, they are valuable servants, and may be 
employed with the greatest advantage to govemmait, and 
unth benefit to themselves, sufficient to uphold all the dig- 
nity now extant in the native dharacter. If we desire to 
elevate them beyond this, we shall succeed only, in g6ne* 
rid, in affording them the means of evincing, in a more 
prominent manner, their total unwprthiness of such ad- 
vancement. I speak generally ; for among so many there 
must be found some honourable persons ; but the few of 
this description, I fear, will only prove the force of the 
"nilt, by appearing as exceptions from it. 

I Am well liware that I shall have to combat the (pinions 
of many &r abkr and more experienced men than myself 
on this point. Mat)y recommend the employment of the 
superior classes of the natives, in order to keep up the 
respectability of what they term^ the aristocracy of the 

country 
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country, and to make what they are pleased to call the 
gentry subservient to our views in the government. No- 
thing is more apt to mislead than the use of terms, highly 
significant in our own country, as descriptive of persons 
or things in another. The great value to the executive 
government of the enlightened aristocracy of England, 
stamps a high significance on the word; but people forget 
that, if there be an aristocracy in India, it is an aristocracy 
distinguished from the people by no moral quality, by no 
superiority of education, by no strength of mind, by no 
power of communicating the ideas tlie individual may 
chance to possess, superior, often indeed not equal, to the 
husbandman that turns up the soil on his estate. 

Allowing three provincial kazees to each zillah, or 
about one hundred and twenty for the whole of the Ben- 
gal provinces, and supposing they had to decide as many 
causes as the sudder ameens and moonsifs now do (though 
I presume the number might be greatly reduced), let us 
see how many suits would fall to the file of each kazee. 
On the 1st of January 1817, as above, the number of 
suits on tlie files of the sudder ameens and moonsi& was 
67,771,* the kazees being 120. The average gives to each 

664| causes annually ; or, allowing for holidays, not two 
a day. 

• 

Were the number of kazees, therefore, lunited to two 
in each zillah, their business would be light indeed. But 
then I am told the distance from the courts would, in that 
case, be so great, that the people would be thereby deter- 
red fix)m seeking justice, and every facility ought to be 
given them. This requires consideration. . 

lam 

• See Sudder Dewannce Report^ March 1818. 
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I am one of those who think that very great facility to 
litigation is not desirable, but, on the contrary, very objec- 
tionably. I am of opinion, that the principle of forbear- 
ance with one another ought to be inculcated among the 
people, and that disputes in matters of small amount and 
trivial quarrels should be left, as much as possible, to be 
adji^sted by the people themselves ; and to this etid, I con- 
ceive, ready access to courts of law by no means ccmducive. 
The most ignorant of mankind know very well how to 
balance inconveniences ; and if they find it less irksome 
to put up with a trifling loss than to go a journey: to court 
to complain, they will refrain from going, and have their 
dispute adjusted by their village peers, their punchayet; 
who, besides administering justice, will make a point of 
reconciling the parties, which no court will or can do, but 
-which nevertheless is, in most cases of the nature here 
^luded to, of far greater consequence to the good and 
peace of society, than the mere decision of the matter in 
dispute, even though just. 

Nor, were it possible, do I think it incumbent upon a 
government to provide for the decision of minor causies, 
so as to ensure to them the same minuteness of investiga- 
tion as in important questions. It is not sound doctrine 
to tell us, as some do, that the greatest cause and the 
smallest are precisely the same in the eye of justice, and 
that the lawgiver and the judge ought to make no dis- 
tinction between them: that the pooi^ man's mite is as 
much to him as the bushel of the rich. They forget, how- 
ever, the relative situation of individuals in society. The 
importance of a thing is precisely in proportion to the 
power or influence it is capable of exerting, or of being 
made to exert, in the sphere in whick it may be placed. 
The loss of the poor man's mite, though perhaps his all, 

is 
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ia felt by hmuelf only ; that which aKSscts the rkb, ex- 
tends its influence oyer hundreds who depend upon Idia. 
The decision of any one small matter of dispute,, thoi^ll 
wrong, provided it be unbiassed^ cannot be attended >witil 
important consequences to the community, m&re than the 
accidental demolition of a petty hovel could affiaet a city; 
and, therefore, such disputes may, and indeed must, be 
left to the deciuon of inferior persons, and must be de- 
cided in a summary manner. 

What I should desire to see established in_ India are 
able !£nropean judges;' the courts open to all, ready of 
access, but by no means inviting to the litigant; piXNnpt 
decision ; not that every hamlet should have it& lawyer, 
every village its judge. The temple of justice, diougfa 
open, should be made approachable only with reverence; 
not on trifling occasions, nor even -without some anxiety^ 
if not difficulty: let no <me linger therein. 

I cannot omit expressing, under present circumstances, 
my humble opinion, in this place, that great advantage 
might be derived, by investing with judicial, as well a$ 
magisterial power, European gentlemen, not in the Com* 
pany^s service, resident in the interior, who are known to 
have an intimate knowledge of the customs of the coun- 
try^ of the people around them, and by whom they are 
jres^peetedL Many most woithy, intelligent, and highly 
respected gentlemen are to be found all over the country, 
to whom jurisdiction to a certain extent might be given 
in civil disputes, such as those of boundaries, of right to 
water, to fish, to pasture, to wood, di^p'^ed rents between 
the cultivators and landlords, difference between these 
about pergunnah rates of rent, and every matter having 
reference to husbandry. It often happens, thai men carry 

on 
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on diq^ntes for want of a person to whom they can appeal, 
which at first are trifling, but in the end become very 
scarious. The natural respeet accorded to such a man as 
I have described would at once point him out as the foun- 
tain of. justice between tfaem» and they would submit to 
his decidon* 

In criminal matters^ to what extent it wouM be ad vis- 
able to empower the zillah judges tx> sit, and to sentence 
on ocmvictioaiy next requires our consideration. 

* In the. trial and conviction of criminals, the duly of 
the magistrate and public prosecutor is, generally speak- 
ing, the most intricate and difficult to perform. These 
have the proof, the grounds of conviction to search for 
and to disfday before the judge. It seldom happens, in 
criminal matteril, that a case of great intricacy in r^ard 
to decision occurs. 

m 

But supposing it were otherwise, as the law by the 
Regulations now stands, the selection is between an indivi- 
dual zillah judge and an individual circuit judge. The 
eiqierienoe of the latter may, generally, be greater than 
that of the former; but^ on the other hand, he is more 
likely to be pressed for time : and several other disadvan** 
tages attoawl an itinerary judge to which a fixed court is 
not liable* 

I would, therefore, admit the jurisdiction of the isillah 
judge, in criminal cases, to every extent ; but direct that 
he should postpone all trials which may involve life, or 
transportation, or imprisonment for life or for more than 
seven years, until he should be joined by the judge of cir- 
. cuit, who would sit along with him, and preside on capital 

and 
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and perpetual, or more than seven 'years' punishment 
trials; their unanimity to be required to convict. All 
trials before the zillah judge alone, involving imprison- 
ment for one year or more, to be reviewed by the circuit 
judge, in presence of the prisoner, with power to call wi^ 
nesses; and if he coincided with the zillah judge, sen- 
tence to be executed. If he differed from the zillah 
judge, the prisoner to have the benefit, and the lighter 
punishment to be awarded. So, if the united judges did 
not agree in all trials at which they both sat, the prisoner 
should have the benefit of their difference of opinion, and 
be acquitted, if they differed as to guilty or not guilty. - If 
their difference related to extent of punishment, the lesser 
to be inflicted. 

Thus the circuit judge would both prove a check ov^, 
and himself have the benefit of, the local information of 
the zillah judge ; and justice would be benefited by the 
combined wisdom and united exertions of both, in matters 
of the higher importance. . • 

I have not the means of ascertaining what proportion 
of the criminal business of the courts would thus be dis- 
patched by the zillah judges, and consequently, how much 
most harassing and tormenting, and I may add digest- 
ing duty, the public would escape from, of repeated-and 
tedious attendance as prosecutors and witnesses at the 
courts; nor how much money, for the maintenance of 
accused persons and witnesses, would be saved to govern- 
ment. But, unquestionably, in all points oPview, the 
relief here c<mtemplated would be highly desirable. 

The crimes and offences that would come under the 
sole jurisdiction of the zillah judge would be libel, defa- 
mation, 



JtrmCfAL AI>MINISTBATIOK. S37 

mfttkm»« iidalteiy, fornication (intluding seduction), all of 
which are criminal oilences by the Moohummudan law, 
theft, shoplifting, housebreaking in the day or by liight, 
.furtively,-and not by force or by gangs ; and, generally, all 
offences which are not usually accompaniediwith a breach 
of the peace, unless they be attended with dangerous vio- 
lence against the person : excluding, however, perjury and 
forgery, miless these happen in cases in which' decisions 
and sentences of the zillah judges are held td be final, as 
above. 

The cdknbined judgment of thie circuit and zillah judges 
would be made available in trials for the greater crimes, 
as murder, homicide of all descriptions, maiming, wound- 
ing, rape, highway robbery, dakoity, burglary, larceny 
attended by force and terror, arson, burning or destroy- 
ing- of corn-fields or cr(^s, cattle stealing, perjury and 
subornation of perjury; in the more . important causes, 
forgery, fabrication or falsification of deeds or other docu- 
ments, riot, rebellion, destruction of public records or 
registers; and, generally, all heinous and aggravated 
<srimes and offences, involving the security or peace of 
society, or of the government, or of individuals. 

The native judges ought not to be entrusted with cri- 
minal jurisdiction at all, unless perhaps in light aflrays 
and abusive language, where a fine of five rupees or so 
might be the award. 

How far the scale and degrees of punishment, as at 
present established in Bengal, are suited to the nature of 
offences and to their prevalence, I very much doubt One 
thni^ however, is certain, that in fixing a scale of punish- 
nieiit, it i$. of the hi^est importance to attend to the 

z feelings 



feelings and ideas of the people. The Moahtiumuiim btta 
recognizes this as a principle^ and does not^ in casies of 
m^re misdeameanor, award the same ptmishnient to all 
ranks of society. It is impossible U> fed thisc the pillory, 
soma time ingo awarded' in the caseof & noU^ lord gmlQr 
•of « frdiicr thougii a legal frauds the high-minded mud gil- 
lant partisan of the Spanish Independent^ aifil in tbe 
oase of the grovelling wretch piliaried and pelted rjKMr peiN- 
jury ok* a more abominable crime, are in degree or in 
essence the same punishment 

X have, lasitlyi on this hiead, to notice a sdbject which 
seems, to have given rise to great difiEerence of opinion 
. among the Company's civil servants in the revenue and 
.judicial brancheflfof the service, msL ti^etfaer it^vonld, or 
-would not, be denrajbk to give tte collectors and Tevsenite 
officeos jurisdiotidn in questimis connected widi the ret^ 
,nue, leats, disputed boundaries, &c. 

The judicial officers, a» a^>ears |rom the ojpinions of 
those, who have been consulted, generally, afanosFt univer- 

';saUy^ inaeed, have shewn a disinclination to give upany 
part of their judicial authority:; while, on the other hand, 
the opinions of the collectors, who have been consulted, 
tod r^veriue officers, are pretty generally in favour of this 
additional :pQwer being conferred upcm themselves. The 

.J^oard of CSomitiissioners for the Ceded Provinces, in flmr 
Report, 26th AprU 1817, state their dpinkm t&he^ "that 
" all questions between landlord and tenant will be ad- 

^f justed mo^^ speedily, more satisfactorily^ and with inore 
" consistency,, in the principles of decisioh, fay thereve- 
<< nue au|lioritie$. A right dedsk)n," they aUedge, >^ in 
^ oases of summary process for^irrears of rent, Sdcv* must 

,/( d^^td on asx intimate knowJed|g!Q: of village acccRmts, 

; i _ X " and 
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^^ and on the mihudas of revenue €peraiibn$j vMinSi the 
^^ oourta of judicature cannot possess/' Why not pos^ 
? . 



The princqiid teason tisdgned by the collectors is, tbat 
dkey are^ g^eraliy s^ieaking, better informed on such sub- 
jects than gentlemea who have been only in the judicial 
line of the servieei . , 

The judges, again, ^y^ ^^ that a. zealous collector has no 
^^ time; and if he had, that there is not that confidence 
^< subsisting between the* collector and the people ; who 
H look upon him as a pers6n whose situation places him 
*^ iadireotoppoBKtidb to th^kn and their interests; and 
*^ nioiecnser, that most cases of controversy, anumg the 
5^ people even^ aare ^nere or le6s connected with, if ttef 
^^ do faot>arise o^iof, the acts of the collector himself, o^ 
^f of his 'o£Bcers; whereds the judge is looked tipon by 
^* them, if liot a^ tiieir ^rocectxir, at least as :a disinterec^ted 
•** porsoii. * • . i 

With xespect ito the ^pdim of superior qtiahfleation "po^ 
0^0ed by the cotlectco^ I must enter my protest^ against 
its .admissibility, biicause it would go to the esctestt «C 
proving total disqualification for the judicial office ;^^Mll 
from having already made ample provision for the admi- 
niatnction of justice, the reader wUl, I conclude, infer that 
I am nci an advocate for empl<»|rinjg the vdvenue -offiiaat 
«s judges, in any -matters whatsoever. « I am, how^vcA'j of 
opinion, diat tkey may be en^loy^d, and with great^van^ 
ia^e, asimagi8tratea4indjuscices'of.th<^ peace; but of. iMb 
m its proper place. I shall &rtl)er-r«miirk,:.)iaf iiio8t>ijf 
the writers, on both sides of the question,*4i($re taketi to6 
lixtiensive a view of the proposition, submitted by the Gsurt 

z 2 of 
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of Directors for their sentiments upon it. Tbesii^estion 
of the Court of Directors, to which the whole is referable, 
is ^^ whether the collectors, and other revenue oflloers, 
** might not be employed in settling disputes respecting 
** land-rent between landholders and their immedialie 
*^ under-tehants, and between the latter and the ryots, 
^^ including complaints of the latter for undue exiictions, 
*^ subject to the rfevisal of the regular courts of justice, by 
^* way of appeal, in cases of sufficient importance ; also in 
** disputes respecting boundaries*"* 

In all these cases, there seems nothing in the offidal 
dutyof a collector to disqualify him, on the ground of 
partiality, from being a judge. But how far the number 
of collectors in the permanently settled provinces of Ben- 
gal, &c« (iu which advocates of the permanent settlement 
have so often told us the revenue is so fully and easily rea- 
lized), might admit of their performing more duty than 
they now do^ I am not competent to say. I^ however, 
their duty be too light, their numbers might be dimi-' 
nished. But adverting to the mode which I conceive to 
be the most approved, of collecting the land revenue o( 
India, I cannot hesitate to thiok that no . collector who 
performs his duty will have leisure fpr other employ- 
ment. 

Were I to propose that the zillah judges, supposing . 

them to have leisure, should be empowered to collect part 

of the revenue, I should expect to be told that the.pr<qx>- 

sition could not be listened to, for many and substantial 

reasgns. But still it would in no way essentially differ 

from that of those^ who propose to empower the ooUectors 

cosit as judges. 

The 

• OenendL Letter, Mi November, 1817. 
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The cxrflectors, however, and revenue officers, might 
in one way be employed, in a most Essential and satis^ 
factory manner, in die settlement of disputes respect- 
ing land-rent between landholders and their tenants ; or 
rather in preventing such disputes, by attending to the 
village and pergunnah records, which might with pro- 
priety be put under them ; and if they executed that 
branch of their doty carefully, there would seldom, indeed, 
be any room for dispute between ^^ the landholders and 
<< their under-tenants, and between these and the ryots," 
because those records are intended to raster every trans- 
action between these classes of the people ; and where 
accurate accounts are kept there can seldom be room for 
(£spute. 

- We may farther remark, that every decision relating to 
disputed boundaries involves in it the interest of govern- 
ment; and it is not to be doubted that the courts of jus- 
tice have often been made the blind instruments of de- 
frauding the state. By the mode of settlement in Bengal, 
every zumeendaree has afixed jumma or rent; but, generally 
speaking, the boundaries are but ill-defined. It is evident 
that if the boundaries are disputed by one zumeendar, 
and by fraud he establishes his right to part of his neigh- 
bour's estate, or if two neighbouring landholders should 
collusively effect this through a decree of a court, the 
estate robbed of part of its lands, though less valuable, 
being still liable to the same jumma, will probably be in 
the first instance confiscated for arrears of revenue, and 
ultimately government will be obliged to reduce the reve- 
nue demandable from it, whilst the fraudulent neighbour 
enjoys his additional village, or villages at the old rate of 
jumma ; and thus, either by fraud on one side, or by col- 
lusion on both, the court is made the instrument, of de- 

z 3 lauding 



S49 JUDICIAL ADllINMTllATIONk 

fraiidkig goyemmeni of part of its just revenue. The 
collector, therefor^ whatever be the mode of adjusling ft dis- 
puted boundary, ought to be made a party to it, in order 
to watch the interests of govemm^it ; and how far their 
acting as judges in the same cause would be consistfeQ^ 
may be questioned. 

The question, how far punchayets are iiseful, or migbl 
be made available to the administration of justice, is wom 
Uiy <^ attention. A puncbayet is an assemUag^ of pwsons 
for the purpose of settling disputes between parties of the 
same cast or class of socie^ with th^ooselves. This ia 
essential ; but it is not essential that the disputants shouUi 
be assenting to ihe arbitration of the punchayets This 
very antient and self-created tribunal will pass its decrees 
and proceed against the parties, to the extent of ex^ooni- 
munication, if they are not obeyed. From the very natut^ 
of die tribunal^ tberefi>re9 die high with the low, liie ri^ 
with the p9or, oould but seldom, if at aU» be j^ughtbefiw^ 
it ; and these dasses, for the most part, form the oppres- 
sors and the oppressedt N^th^ could persons of di^rept 
sect3, though in other respects equalf be brought before 
the puncbayet Its efficiency, I apprehend, could thee^ 
fore not be relied upon ; though it would be highly advise 
aUe to encourage it, a^ well as every species of arbitral 
tion, by every means practicable. 

The idea of mthorizing persons to be arbitrators, of 
vesting individuals with the powers of arbitration, as sugt- 
gested by some^ appears to be very unnecessary, if not 
superfluou$« May I ask, is there any obje<^on to allowr 
ing parties so settle their disputes themselves ? If there 
be not, can there be any objection to allow them to refer 
the adjustment to €m\t third person they nuxy eekct, whe- 
ther 



ther such third person be an authorized arbitrator or not? 
The law and usage of India^ and I believe of every coun- 
try, authorize voluntary submisfsion to the decree of an 
upright and disinterested arbiter; and I cannot see on 
what principle it can be disallowed. All that is required 
of the law in cases of arbitration, is to authorize judges to 
execute the written decrees of arbitrators, unless fraud 
can be established against them. 

Nor do I imagine that any advantage could arise from 
giving heads of villages, such as choudries, munduls, mo^ 
kuddums, judicial authority* To have a court of law in 
every village would be of itself a nuisance. It would, 
besides, generally occur, that these persons would have, 
directly or indirectly, an interest in the issue, or at least 
a bias. The influence of the zumeendar among a village 
community, and the part he has to act in most of the dis- 
putes which occur, render highly doubtful the propriety 
of in vesting persons with judicial authority so much under 
his power ; so that, although, like other respectable indi- 
viduals, they might be highly useful as arbitrators, I should 
think encouragement, as such, preferable to conferring 
upon them any direct judicial authority whatsoever. 

Thus, on a review of what is here suggested, the judicial 
divisions in Bengal would be, 

7 circuits or provinces, 
42 zillahs and cities ; 

and the establishment' for the administration of justi(;e 
would be as follows : 
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ESTABLISHMENT oj JUDGES aiul Qther% luumg Judicua Autho- 
riiyf propoied for the Bengal Presidency; shewing the Extent of 
Jurisdiction and if Final Decision of the several Courts in Money 
Demands and Personal AcHansi 



DKSIONATION. 



Provinof* 



JudgM of Pro- } 
Tincial Covits) 

Jisd^oTZaUbtl 
and Cities ...ji 

AiiiftantJudget, \ 
Zillah&City { 



Total EuropcMu 



^ EuropeAol 

and Nsdve . . } 



5 

6 
IS 



23 
12 



S5 



Total in 

Seven 

ProTlncM. 



S5 
49 

84 



161 
84 



245 



JURISDICTION 
In MOmVDBHANDS. &c. 



Minlniiini* 



8. Rupees. 
20,000 

Nolinut. 

Noliibit. 



Mexlmum. 



Deciiion, 
FinaL 



No limit. 



S. Rupeee. 
No limit. 



Ho limit. 



5,000 



800 



S. Rnpeee. 
100,000 

5,000 

800 



40 
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On the Police. 



I NOW come to the last proposed branch of the subject, 
the Police. 

To protect those who obey, and to bring to justice those 
who break the laws, I consider to be the immediate object 
of a police establishment. The former part of the defini- 
tion, indeed, may be said to be included in the latter; for 
as there is no crime for which the punishment, when in- 
flicted, is not a greater evil to the offender than the advan- 
tage he can derive from the commission thereof, so, if all 
criminals where sure of being brought to punishment, all 
would refrain from crime. Thus perfect security of person 
and property would follow; and this is the ultimate object 
of police, as well, indeed, a$ of all criminal laws. 

Police has been divided into ti£>o branches : prefOentive; 
or that which is< intended to prevent crime; and detec-^ 
Hvcj ox that which is designed to discover and bring to 
jMmishment the criminal. 

4 

The first branch is necessarily the most important. 
But to coerce an immense idle, generally speaking, and 
immoral population, as that of India is, and to restrain 
such from committing offences, must be allowed to be ^ 
task of no ordinarjr diflBculty. If we look at stich an under- 
taking, and the population in the aggregate, we must at 

once 
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once declare it impossible ; yet if we ask oursdve^ oould 
we restrain the inhabitants of a small viUage from crime, 
or detect the offenders, we should answer in the affirmative, 
and think the task by no means arduous. We see, then, 
that to attain the object is possible, perhaps practicable ; and 
the first step towards it is indicated, viz. by division. It 
is in this, as in every undertaking, ph}rsical or moral, 
there must be a regular well-defined mode of conveying 
the impetus from the mover to the body moved or influ- 
enced. The intermediate instruments, or agents, must be 
distinct, that they may not clash, and that each may per- 
form just what is expected of it 

After this subdivision, the processes of classification, 
and combination are to be adopted. So many of the 
nnallest divbions must be combined into a larger one, and 
so many of these into a still larger one, and so m^y of 
thes^ again into one larger still, under their i^veral desig- 
nations, till the whole are. united into grand districts, each 
under a chief superintendent, who shall be in direct com- 
munication with the supreme government. The move- 
ment of one thousand n^eu^ or of one hundred thousand, 
in military array, is a practical demonstration of the won- 
derful effects of such division, and dassific combination, 
and Inures us that methodical arrange^ment of a similar 
nature, ^one, is wanting to give us most extensive com- 
mand in this department also. 

For exiimplef take, as a grand district, a district of 
circuit before specified in speaking of the administration 
<>f justice. fSuch ^ district is composed of towns and of 
villages. Suppose the lowest police division to be formed 
on an averse of two hundred housei^; and that this were 
established throughout the district, as well in cities and 

towns 



tpnv^ as in the qountry« Thiis> th^ Lower Plx>vince% a^ 

before, are stated to contain villages •••• 156,0Q0 

and the Upper Prorinces may be rated at 78,000 

Making together 234,000 

If we assume the average of houses in each village, both 
in the Lower Provinces and the Upper Provinces to be 
for^-five, the number would be. 10,580,000 

These formed into police (^visions of two kundEed 
houses, give divisions •••! ••••••••«•••••;•••• 52,650 

Formed into seven circuit districts, give for each dis* 
trict, police divisions •••• ••••• ••;•• 7,531 

And for each of the six zillah magistracies in the dis** 
trict police divisions of two hundred houses eadi.divi^ 
sion 1,258 

Or number of houses ••• ^ 250,6M 

which, at the average of forty-f^ve per village^ would 
give • Villages 2,563 



t 



These placed under charge of the zillah magistrate, 
with his assistants, European and native, under him, would 
form the basis of the police arrangements. 

It is impossible for any government to keep up sm esta* 
Uishment in regular pay,, sufficient for the purposes of an 
efficient police, independent of the .people. .Could it be 
done, it would be highly objeetionablek All that is, or 
ought to be requisite, is an establishment sufficient tooMi- 
duct the details of the duty, and to afibrd the {People a. 
rallying point, when their more active exertions are 
required to presei've the peace er to q>prehenil ofbndevs. 
This is sufficient : for, as the peaoeabk andwell-dJqxMed 
in every community, must far out-number those who are 
disturbers of the pfeace, the latter most always b^ ovec^ 

powered, 
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powered, whenever it is foutid necessary to call forth the 

other part of the community against them. 

» 

To discover, then, what individuals of a community are 
evil disposed, is an essential, indeed indispensable step in 
the formation of an efficient system of preventive poliee. 
This can only be done through the medium of the indivi- 
duals that compose that community; and only with safety 
through the respectable part of them. The hired officers 
of government are not sufficiently admitted into the con& 
dehce of the people to be competent to give this informa- 
tion; nor could their information always be safely rdBed 
uiM>n. They would be apt to attempt extortion by threats 
of informing, or to exa^erate the information they gave 
in order to enhance their own importance and the value 
of their services. A respectable individual j or individuals, 
residing among the people, one of themselves^ I mean one 
of those that are good among them, would have the wel- 
fare and the reputation of his vill^e or community at 
heart ; and these honourable, yet somewhat opposite feel- 
ings, would make him loth to accuse, but just in his accusa^ 
tions. Thus the worst effects of espionage would be avoid- 
ed; and the certainty of discovery, not perhaps all minor 
offenders, but all criminals, would be effected. For I take 
it to be impossible that any individual, an offender to the 
ext<9it of crime^ could reside in a small community or sub- 
division, such as I have before noti<5ed, without being 
known to the conununity to be a *^ bud mouuh^^ as he 
would be called, or one who procures his livelihood by 
unlawfol means. This would become still less possibH 
were a respectable person amoi^ them, one in the confi- 
dence of his neighbours, specially appointed, and expected 
to be informed, and to give information, of the mode of life 
of suspected chM^acters. .. 

This 
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, This sp^ial ncHnination . is, howe ver» necefiisaiy ; , for it is 
that only which rescues the person uOmioated from, the 
odium attached, in all countries, to an informer, makes 
the people among whom he resides, as well eyen as those 
against whom he informs, or*whom he may detect, respect, 
obey, or submit to him. 

When thus I have wished, as &r as possible, to avoid 
the system of espionage, I would by no means be under- 
stood to reject, or to under-rate the value of secret 
intelligence* For, procure it how you will, in fact it is 
indispensable* No efficient system of preventive poUce 
can possibly exist without it. The machinations of wicked 
persons are necessarily secret; and to discover them, secret 
me^ns must be had recourse to. It is, however, an arm 
of immense power in the hands of the police ; and ought, 
therefore, to be used with great caution and discretion, 
and to be confined entirely to its own proper object ; 
which) indeed, it is likely to be in India, where breaches 
qS, the peace have no reference to political principles or 
purposes. 

The ^tem of espionage, when it embraces politics as 
well as poUce,*a$ it has done in neighbouring countries, 
perhaps in our own, has been justly execrated, because it 
exposes all, indeed the most zealous promoters of the 
public good, to injury from those in power, even for their 
opinions. Limiting, therefore, police to its legitimate end, 
the. individuals who are objects of its watchfulness are, 
thank God, few in number, and are found, indeed sought 
for, only among persons of bad fame. It may nevertheless 
happen, that an iivaocent individual may be accused : 
I will not say convicted, because of the rigid strictness 
with which the evidence of such persons, I mean of ^ies, 

is 
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is received ; but, as human society is constituted, no gt-eat 
general good can be attained without some- partial indoft- 
venience or evil ; and, in my mind, it l^ould be but la lib^ 
ral sentiment of sudi an individual to overlook the teAip6^ 
rary suffering, and temporary injury his chal*acter Iriight 
receive, considering his sufferings the price which some Of 
the community must occasionally pay for the protection 
and security of the whole. 

It is not merely the actual fitness of such a system for 
the discovefy and apprehension of offenders tiiat renders 
it so powerful^ but the moral effect it produces on th^ 
minds of the wicked, who can never be sure of not befalg 
detected, even deceived by their accomplices, or diose h 
whom, to make their crimes succei^sfol or pioficahle, they 
must place confidence. 

It would, perhaps, be impossible to place this part ISf 
the system of preventive police in a moiire favourable porifift 
of view, than by contrasting the horrid mnrders and assaii^ 
sinations which have of late years, been perpetrated ill otd' 
own country, even in London and its vicinity, some of 
them without detection, on unoffending virtuot£s fsonilies, 
by which the whole of the metropoIiB, and^tndeed of Eisg^. 
land, were thrown into the lUtnostKuinsferisatiohji^ 
to retire to their chambers witiio»^app»^fatosi(m for '&^ 
wfdty of themselves, dteir fatifilieis, imd property, t^ 
llie value of such a system cannot be 1)etta' a^plida&Eti^ 
fhan bycontnlstmg this horrid stai^ oflttsdcmffity widithe 
s^sjtem of police which Monsii^ur de Sartihe 4^ '^efS&fi' 
Uished at Paris before the French Revolution, ^ esteifi- 
pBfiedJby the wdl-known aitecdote told by Colqoboon* 

, ^' A Bordeainc merchant. came to Paris on con^oep^ial 

^^ business. 
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<< business, with Inlls arid money to a iar^e amount. He 
<< was stopped at the gate of liie city by K genteel-looking 
'^man, iriio told him he had been i^aiting for him; that 
.** according to his niytes iie was to have aHi^^d at diis . 
hour; idbat as his personvbis carriage, and portmanteau 
exactly answered the descriptioln he held in his hand, 
V he be^ed pecmission to have die hon<mr of tondilcting 
>^ him to Monsieur de Sattiife, declaring at the sf£|ne time 
^^ to the traveller, his ignorance of the caitse of his deten- 
<^ tion. After some conversation the gentle^iin suffered 
<* himself to be conducted to the lieutenant-general of 
** police, who received him politdy ; and after i^equesting 
^^ him to be seated, to his great astonishment described 
^* his portmanteau, the exact sum in bills and money it 
^^ contained, where he intended lodging, and a number of 
** other circumstances, which the gentleman thought were 
^^ known only to himself. Monsieur de Sartine, after 
^ thus exciting his astonishment, put this extraordinary 
^' question to him. * Sir, are you a man of courage f 
^^ After his surprise had subsided, he answered that his 
^^ courage had never been doubted. * Well, Sir,' said 
>^ Monsieur de Sartine, * you are to be robbed and mur- 
-^^ ^ dered this night My object is to prevent this, and to 
^* * lay hold of the assassins. If you are a man of coturage, 
^ * you must go to your hotel, and retire to rest at your 
*^ * tisualhour, put your port^oanteau in the place you in- 
^^ * tended it, and discover no suspicion : leave the rest to 
•• ^ me. But if you do not feel your courage sufficient, I 
^^ ^ Idll get another person to personate yon and go to bed 
♦• ^ in ydur stead.' 

" The gentleman, who had acquired confidence from 
^^ what he had seen and heard, refused being personated, 
*< went to bed at his usual hour, elev€;n o'clock. At half- 

"past 
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** past tvirelve, the time mentioned by M. de Sartine^ the 
« door of the bed-chamber burst open, and three men 
entered with a dark lantern, daggers, and pistols. Hie 
gentleman, who was of comrse awake,. peix^eived one of 
*^ the robbers to be his own servant. They rifled his port- 
*^ manteau undisturbed, and settled the plan of murder- 
*^ ing him; when, at the moment the villains were pre- 
<* paring to commit the horrid act, four police officers, 
*^ who were concealed under the bed and in the closet, 
^^ rudied out and seized the oriminals." 

Who is there, after reading this anecdote, but would 
wish for such efficiency in the police of his own country? 
This able superintendant of police is stated by Mr. 
Colquhoun to have had, at that time, on his register, the 
names of not less than twenty thousand suspected and 
depraved characters, whose pursuits were known to be of 
a criminal nature ; yet crimes wese much less frequent 
than in England, and security to person and property 
infinitely greater. . 

The Indian Society is already Organized to our hands, 
and may be formed, I think, into the most efficient pidice. 
There is no community without its head ; no momza cwr 
hamlet without its mundulj muhuddum^ or by whatever 
denomination he is known ; no profession without its mrdar 
or chaudry; and, what is still more advantageous to this 
purpose, there is no village without its regular watchman 
or passeej or g^hortieuyty or chokedcar. It would indeed, 
be wonderful, if such a state of society did not affi>rd 
much facility to the formation of a regular system of 
police ; towards the acomplishment of which these insti'* 
tutions seem evidently to have been designed. 

It 
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' It is, besides, a genet'al principle of the law of Iiidia, 
that it is a duty incumbent upon every individual member 
of society to prevent^ by their |iSsonal interference and 
efforts, the commission of crime and offences of all kihds^ 
whether public or private. The practice of India, during 
the Moohummudan government, corresponded with this. 
There was an establishment of government officers, who 
received regular salaries; but every town was divided into 
its several mohtUlahs, or wards ; and one, the most respec- 
table, or at least competent of its inhabitants, was ap-. 
ix)inted its head; This meer^ mokuUah^ or head of the 
ward, was expected to know or make himself acquainted 
with every individual in his ward, their mode of life and 
means of living, to note if any or what strangers were seen 
in it, tc^ether ; in short, with every unusual circumstance 
that occurred within his limits. The heads of crafts or 
professions were also responsiWe; and the officers of 
government collected the reports of these masters of 
dmsions and of trades, andjcommunicated the same to the 
chief police officer of the town. Can we make nothing 
of aU this ? 

Let us see Akbar^s instructions to his police officers. 

• • • ' 

** The office of ferfwo/* requires one who is courageous, 
^* experiencecf, active, and of quick comprehension. He 
^* must be particularly attentive to the night patrbles, that, 
^* £rom a cbnfidence in his vigilance, the inhabitants of the 
** city may sleep at ease, and every attempt of the wicked 
^* be prevented or frustrated. It his duty to keep a regis- 
^* ter of all houses and frequented roads : and hfe shall 
••cause the inhabitants to enter into engagements to aid 
•• and to assist, and to be partakers in the joy and sorrow 
•• of each other. He shall divide the city into mehals^ 

2 a ♦• wards. 
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^*WBrd0p and nominate a prope^. person toth^superin- 
*^ tendence thereof, under wboi^e seal he shall req^ve a 
" journal of whoever and whatever com^s m or gp^^out 
*^ of that quarter (mohullah), together with every other 
*^ information regarding it. He shall also appoint^ for 
^^ spies over the conduct of the meerS piehal, a pei^n of 
'^ that mehal, and another who is unknown to him ; and 
** keeping their reports in writing be guided thereby. 
** Travellers, whose persons are not known, h^' shall cause 
^* to alight at a certain ^ercuee^ and he shall employ intdli- 
^^ gent persons to discover who they are. He must cwre- 
^^JvUy attend to the income and expenses of emery many and 
** he must make himself acquainted with every transac- 
" tion. Out of every class of artificers he shall select 
" one to be at their head, and appoint another th^r 
<^ broker for buying and selling^ and regulate the business 
** of the class by their reports : they shall regularly furnish 
*^ him with journals attested by their respective seals. He 
" shall endeavour to keep free from ol^tructiqu the 
^^ small avenues and lanes^ fix barriers at the e^traiiccis, 
*^ and see that the streets are kept clean ; and wh^p night 
** is a little advanced, he shall hinder people from coming 
" in and going out of the city. The idle he shall oblige 
** to learn some art. He shall not permit any one forcibly 
** to enter the house of another. He shall discover the 
'* thief and the stolen goods, or be himself answerable for 
^^ the loss. He shall see that the market f^ic^ a^ mode- 
** rate, and not suffer any one to g;o out of the citj Jippur- 
'^ chase grain (forestalling) ; neither shall he a}l9w the rich 
** to buy more than is necessary for their own consump- 
^^ tion : examine the weights, prevent ma^n^ s^Uing, 
<^ buying, and drinking of spirituous liquors ; but need 
<^ not take pains to discover what men do in secret (in this 
** way)» He shall not allow private persons to confine the 

" person 



** person of any one, nor admit of people being sofd as 
'* slaves. He shall not suffer a woman to bum herself 
** with her husband's corpse, contrary to her inclination. 
^* Let him expel from the city all hypocritical muUungees 
** and kullupders (sturdy mendicants), or make them quit 
** that course of life ; but he must be careful not to 
^* n^olest recluae worshippers of the Deity, nor offer yio- 
f * lence to those who resign themselves to poverty froifi 
** religious prihciples."* 

In villager again, and throughout the country, it is well 
^nown th(^ eat^zumeendar was held responsible for the 
police ; that is, for the safety of person and property within 
hU zume^ndaree, . This was an essential condition of 
his tenure. His lands were granted to him subject to 
this burden ; and there were, besides, allotments of land 
^et apart for the ipaintenanuce of a regular force : and hav- 
ing under his immediate orders the village wtftch^ and 
other individual members of the village community, who^e 
iServicfs, either occasional or permanently, were available 
for such purpose, he found po difficulty hi alS>rding th& 
protection required* The zumeendar^ by his suutiud^ is 
bound ^^ to keep the highways in sudhi a state that travel^ 
** lers may pass in the fullest confidence and security; td 
** take care that there be no robberies or murders com- 
** jaitted within hia boundaries: but (which God for- 
^ bid {) should any one, notwithstanding, be robbed of 
•* plundered of bis property, he shall produce the tbievesj 
** together with the property stolen. If he fail to pn>i 
^^ duce the parties offending, he shall himself make good 
** the stolen property."f 



* Ayeen Akbure*. 

f Firmaun of zumeendaree to the zume^dar of Bishenpore. 
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Mr. Hoi well, in speaking of Bishenpore, says, "^Tlie 
*^ equity and strictness of the ancient Hindostan govern- 
." ment remains. Property and liberty of the people are 
<i inviolate; no robberies are heard of. The traveller, 
^* on entering the district, becomes the immediate care of 
*< government, which allots •to him guards free of ex- 
^* pense, to conduct him from stage to stage ; and these 
<^ are accountable for the accommodation and safety of 
•* his person and effects."* ^ 

But this was not peculiar to Bishenpore. It was, in 
fact, the custom of the country : and when we consider 
the means they possessed, it will not be thought more than 
a necessary and reasonable obligation placed on the zu- 
meendar.f 

. Timour says, *' And I commanded that on the high- 
^^ w&jSf at the distance of one stage from another, seraees 
^^ should be built, and that glides and guards should be 
^* stationed on the roads. And ^t every seraee I esta- 
^^ blished a village, and charged the people thereof with 
." the protection of the travellers, holding them answer- 
.<< able for what might be stolen from the unwary tra-; 
« veller.^t 

♦ . . . 

. Here, then, we have discovered two things : first, how 
the police estabUsfaments were formed ; and, secondly, we 
have proof of its efficiency. But the state of society is 
changed ; the condition of the zumeendars is altered. 

How 

* Hoi well's Historical Events, part ii. page 198. * 
f In Hurrianah, now under the Company's government, the zumeendaree 
villages are held responsible for robberies committed within their limits. 
\ Institutes. 
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How,^ then, under the^e circumstances, is the police 
establishment now to be organized, so as to be efficient? 
We have already judges aiid. magistrates in the different 
zillahs. I have before expressed my opini9n in fayoiir of 
separating these offices. The magistrate would remain, 
then, at the head of the police, with his European assist- 
ants of the Company's servants under him. But as these 
official persons cannot be eyery where present, it will.be 
admitted that it would be desirable to have others to co- 
operate with them, pro vi4ed;.rsuch coadjutors were r^Uy 
trust-worthy and capable per^ns, ; . ' : 

• * . • • ' \ ■ • r' 

. In every zillah of the country there oXe now iiiany most 
respectable English getitlemen, settled as plapter^ or in 
business of various kinds ; men, many of them, who, from 
their long residence in the country, and their intimate 
and unreserved communication with the zumeendars, cul- 
tivators, muhajuns, and in short eyery class of society, 
seem to me peculiarly well qualified for giving the most 
.efficient assistance in the department of police*^ 

The unreserved intercourse of those gentlemen with the 
natives gives them a knowledge of the people, and of their 
real national and ihdividual character, which no officer of 
government can ever acquire. No native ever approaches 
-either a revenue or magisterial officer of government in 
his real character. If hfe go to either witliout being 
called, it is only when his case becomes extreme : he dare 
•not approach them with' his iittle, ailment??; they have 
not leisure, indeed, to listen to these. There is a kindof 
official repulsion between them ; not fi-om ai^iy fault in the 
officer, probably, but because he is a direct servant of 
government, find his office is one of check and control 
over the people,, or "of exaction from them: and, more- 

2 A 3 over, 
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over. It is not improbabk that the v^ gfievaiice by 
which they are afPected, has be^ caused or occasioned 
by the crime or neglect of the inferior servants of the 
<^cial person^ to whpm the complaints would fall to be 
ffi ad fft 

I would^ therefore^ recommend that European gentle^ 
men^ such as I have alluded to> be requested by. govern- 
ment to accept of commissions o! the peace, and be vested 
widi power over the thanahs and viUage police in their 
neighbouriiood, so far as to receive reports from the th»* 
nadars and heads of the village police, who should be 
directed to obey all such (Mrders as they may issue; in 
oonoert, of course, and oommunicaticm with the magis- 
trate, so as not to interfere, however, with any orders he 
(the magistimte) may choose to send, nor in any w&y to 
interrupt the regular reports such officer^ are ordered to 
furnish to the magistrate direct 

The presence of such gentlem^, if vested with autho*- 
rity, would prove a most salutary check, it is believed, 
over the provincial native officers^ both of police and of 
tevenue, in their vicinity, whether officers of govemment 
or of the landholden They would doubtless also be of 
great service, by their personal exertions in the prev^Q^ 
tion and detecdon of crime: and what would be of no 
less importance, such men» from thdir local knowledge^ 
from their personal acquaintance with the people, thie 
attachment between them, and their influence over the 
middling classes of society; such men, I say, would be 
able to get the people tio become m^^-e zealous in the 
c&use than they now are, or can evet be bi^^ught to be by 
iany o^r means. They would unite with these gentle* 
men, and ^t mik them, partly as neighbours a^d equah. 

If 
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If they no>w act it is under the polices by compnl^on, and 
in the degraded state of inferiors ; and to \^om ? to a 
petty police darogah, perhaps a peon. 

It may b^ thought by some, that the regular magis- 
trates would look upon a division of their authority with 
such gentlemen with an eye of jealousy. My answer is, 
it does not appear to me that any real ground exists for 
such a feeling* ITie division of authority is to assist^ not 
to control the magistrate ; who ought to be jealous lest 
the police of any other district be bett^ mEani^ed than 
his t»wn : and if he be so^ he will gladly avail Mmself of 
every species of aid accessible to him. I Ix^eve, ttuiver- 
9dly, no one conscious of his own ability and attention to 
his duty, will ever be jealous of any interference, sav^ 
that which counteracts him and impedes the service he 
has to perform. 

■ 

The danger of oppression might also be urged; but I 
conceive there is no such danger. The respectable gen- 
tlemen whom I have in view (and certainly none othei^ 
but the most respectable ought to be thought of) are not 
in the habit of oppressing die natives^ It is dieir interest 
ndt to do so, but, on the contrary, to treat them with the 
utmost tenderness, which they almost universally observe 
towards them ; and which hi^ly pr^setvorthy conduct no 
advantage (for inde^ there ihrould be non^) arising out 
of their new situation wcrtild ever compensate them for 
discontinuing. They accordingly make a point of con- 
dliatiilg the people; their very style and langui^e to 
them is different from ours of the Company's service. 
Commercial dealings have a decided and direct tendency 
to humanize the intercourse of mankind. They are 
founded on mutual and reciprocal advantages. These 

^ A 4 with 
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with known respectability of character, form as perfect 
security as atiy government can desire against the danger 
here anticipated. 

But, then» would such gentlemen accept of such autho- 
rity ? I think they would. It would be a mark of the 
confidence of government, and consequently a distinction, 
not only in the eyes of the natives but of their own counr 
trymen. It would, moreover, enable them to do much 
good in their neighbourhood ; and thus they would be* 
come more active contributors towards the general wel- 
fare of mankind than stations in life altogether private 
admit of : a motive of itself far too strong, and a feeling 
laudable, and far too general among such men, to admit 
the want of candidates. 

Under the magistrates we have now the tkancthdaree sys^ 
tem ; that is, there are, on the highways and most fre- 
quented parts of every district aiid in towns, guards placed 
at convenient distances and situations, for the protection 
of the people and of travellers, each under a police officer 
called a thanahdar, also dafogah. In 1815, Mr. Stuart, 
whom I have before mentioned, states " the number of 
" thanahs under the Bengal presidency at 901, and the 
** number of peons attached to them, in the immediate 
" pay of government, at 22^000 ;"* which would give 
about twenty thanahs or police posts to each zillah includ- 
ing the cities, and about twenty-four men to each post. 
There are doubtless, however, many more now ; so that, 
if we estimate the number at one thousand thanahs and 
25,000 men, peons, we shall still be within the mark pro- 
bably. 

Is 

* Report. ' , . 
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Is this a constitutional mode of forming a police esta*? 
blishment ? and if so, is it efficient ? The former ques- 
tion is asked, not on account of its own consequence, but 
because it has been thought by some to be entirely new 
and unknown in the country, and therefore those who 
dislike innovation may object to it. The Marquess of 
Hastings, though he approves of it, calls the thanahdaree 
establishment ^^ a sudden and violent innovation on all 
'* existing institutions." But it must be evident, by merely 
changing the name, the word thanahslnto guards^ that it is 
as old as the constitution of India itself. Indeed, if there 
was occasion for magistrates at all, I do not see ho^ some 
such establishment could have been entirely dispensied 
with. To place a magistrate in a district to preserve its 
tranquillity, without some sort of organized force to be 
immediately and instantly ready to obey his orders, would 
be placing an officer in a situation of great responisibility 
and of equally great inefficiency. 

There is no doubt of the necessity of such establish- 
ments ; and I think as little that they ought to be placed 
directly under the officers of government, who are thefu* 
selves directly responsible to government for the police of 
their districts. To commit the charge of the police to 
the zumeendars, as some have proposed, and to hold 
them alone responsible for it, I should consider as almost 
tantamount to a declaration, that in that department of 
government there shall be no responsibility. It would be 
shifted from one individual to another, and would become 
so dissipated as to be totally untangible and altogether 
lost 

It might be asked, too, seeing that government retains 
the immediate guidance and control in their own hands, 

and 
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and in tliose of tbeir immediate servants, ih every otlier 
department, why this department should be an exception ; 
a department, too^ on which the safety and happiness of 
the people so much depend ? 

A regular establisliment, then, I conclude, we must 
have, properly distributed, and under the immediate 
orders of the magistrate, but, as I have before said, that 
establishment cannot be made so extensive as 40 be of 
itself sufficient* The question, therefore, comes to be, 
what is the most efficient mode of combining witli it the 
voluntary aid of the people, and the tocient police esta- 
blishments already existing throughout the country ? 

There is no village "without its watcTi. We have before 
stated the number of villages at 284,000 ! Here is an 
imperial army of watchmen: allowing but one watchman 
to each village it would give, for one thouisand thanahs, to 
every thanah 234 men ! The magistrate of the zillah of 
itajahshaye stated, that the landholders of that zillah re- 
ported that 9,853 pykes, or cholceedars, that is watbhmen, 

'Were employed in 10,571 villages. 

•I • 

It would be no great hardship, either to the individuals 
contposlng these watch, or to the community who pay 
ttifetti (receiving other trifling servlcies from them), were 
lh#y tfiad^ to perforih annually, each one month*s service 
kndtr thk orders lof tt6 i^ncA(bir, who would thus always 
have an efficient force of twenty men under him, in addi- 
tion to his regulars. Thus not only woiild the efficiency 
of the thanahs be greatly increased, but, I conclude, the 
whole system would be much improved. 

Many collateral advafitag^s wdiild result flhom tWs mea- 
sure. 
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stite^ The means would be afforded to llie dianahdar, 
through his personal, intercourse with the village watch* 
men when on duty with him, of ascertaining the character 
of individuals resident in their villages. This would i^ot 
be one of the least advantages. He would discover also 
the characters of those very individuals themselves, who 
have, not unfrequently, been supposed to abet, as well as 
to check crime, if not even to be principals in its commis- 
sion ; and none probably possess better information of this 
sort to give thaa those very men. A small additional 
aUowiupice should be made them, by the village to which 
they l^tdong, for the month they are on regvJar duty. 

/ • ♦ ■ 
At present there is no bond of union between the regu- 
lar police est^blishiQent and the irregular police of the 
villages* Iconcli;4e, it impossible forgovenunent to main- 
tain the latter on the same footing with the former ; in- 
deed, to maintain them at all: and I see no practicable 
mode more likely to promote a similarity of feeling, and 
tmiiy of exertion among them, than being thus employed 
together on the same service. 

This immense acquisition to the disposable force of a 
thiuiah would, in many parts of the country, enable govern- 
ment to reduce the present very heavy regular establish- 
ment; and every where it would give the thanahdar the 
power of sending out patroles on the highways and into 
vilhiges. These patroles ought to be ordered to proceed 
as far as the nearest thanah in the direction in which they 
are sent: by doing so, besides the actual protection they 
would give to solitary travellers, other material objects 
would be gained; an assurance that the patroles did not 
loiter by the way and return, having negletted their duty : 
^ constant direct communication kept up between au 

the 
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the thanahs; and general and mutual intimation given of 
all occurrences that take place in the neighbourhood. 

The services regularly obtained of this local police^ 
even of twenty men per thanah, might perhaps enable 
government to dispense with 10,000 of the 25,000 peons 
they have now in regular pay, at an expense of 4,80,000 
rupees per annum, without any real innovation or th^ 
imposition of any additional burden on the people. 

We are now to inquire what description of persons 
ought we to prefer for the command of these police posts? 
That they ought to be persons of respectability as well as 
of capacity, is obvious enough : but it is suggested that 
every fifth thanahdar, at least, should be selected particu- 
larly for his qualifications and respectability, to whom (for 
it would be impossible to pay all high) a considerable addir 
tion of pay might be given. We would expect tQ derive 
advantage firom the exertions of such a man, even without 
investing him with any great authority, if any at all, over 
the neighbouring thanahs, were that objectionable* The 
necessary ascendancy of mind over matter would ensure 
this ; and, besides, the superior allowances would furnish 
an object of ambition, and consequently a motive for exer- 
tion and good conduct, to those who held the inferior 
situations. 

» 

Besides the above obvious grounds of preference? it 
occurs to me that, as a general rule for the selection of 
thanahdars, men ought to have the preference who reside 
in the vicinity of the post they are to command ; and on 
the same principle, should the preference be given in the 
choice eVen of the peons. I am aware of the usual objec- 
tion of local and personal prejudices: but I conceive that 

personal 
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personal knowledge of the countiy around and of the 
people,' is of infinitely greater importance in a police offi- 
cer. If good men, these have an additional interest in 
the peace of their neighbourhood ; if bad n^^n^ they are 
unfit for the situation any where. But confidence must 
be placed in men in such situations ; and I do, not think 
that men of fair character would be more apt to abuse 
such confidence, and to foifeit their character ampng their 
friends and countrymen, than they would before stran- 
gers, among whom they should hold a similar appointment. 

But if, fi-om necessity, strangers be sent in chaise of 
thanahs, they ought to be made to traverse the tsountry in 
all directions, until they become intimately acquainted with 
every part of it, and every part of every village within 
many miles of their post. Many supplementary orders 
and regulations touching this subject will occur to every 
intelligent and zealous magistrate; but an intimate know* 
ledge of the people and of the country around are primary 
and essential qualifications, indispensable to every good 
officer of police; who moreover ought to tkke care that 
the spot selected for his pc^t is such as to be itself secure, 
with the smallest possible number of men to defend it. 

r » ' • 

4 * - J 

It has been suggested to employ intelligent Europeans, 
miliiary officers, in the police department on fi*ontier sta-^ 
tions. There can be no objectiou to this, provided the 
individuals selected are in a superior, or at least equal . 
d^ee, qualified for the duty. Indeed, untU the^hole 
system of government of India, in every department, whe- 
ther revenue, judicial, police, or political, has by the 
talents of eminenly qualified individuals been fully and 
completely organized and brought into perfect regularity, 
it seems wonderful self-denial on the part of government, 

that 
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duit ijiey, liesitate for one moment to imifl dutnadv^e^of 
Udent) in whatever line of their service it may be foiiHicL 

The village ^ttttch« above noticed (caUed dndoeedars, 
pasban% passeesy ghoraeyut^ &c. ix.)f are jiow to bemofoe 
paiTticularly considered. They are maintained bj Ae 
villi^e community; and their duly is to guard, the village, 
end every thing belonging to iU enpen to the cdrnHfid^ 
They are paid in the way eanest to those who pay dMon, 
|uunely» by a few be^abs of land taken from the jmnmaiif 
the village, and the amount of rent allotted on the whole 
oftheoth^r inhabitants; that is, by sirskikua^ fiMcmerly 
explained; ^ teniure by which lands set apart aa a remu* 
n^mtion for the s^rrices of a pemonusefnl ta the comma* 
i^ty are held ; or the watchman receivestA small tfiiantity of 
grain from each ryot, or he is paid partly in :bath wa^ 
G(q hfL9> other occasional perquisites at birthss^ mamages, 
&stiyal%c iifif 

It has been stated of these men, that they are employed 
O&en by the ^Rinuee^idairs in the collection of tfadp rents, 
^d on .other duties, out of their line; and, moreovitf, 
that they are otherwise inefficient : and it has been oonad^ 
quently proposed to take them into the regular pay of 
fpr^nmei^t ; a fund be^ig set sfiart^ for that purpose % 
tb^ r<5$uinptipnfrQm fhe zuipewdarsjof the <^<AafarM/f. 
l^ds ii>L the pesrm^eiitly settled districts, ^nd by setting 
4pai:t s9 jfiuch afi> « <Wl khurchOf" or viUage ex|)ense% in 
dtose proyipces not permaneiuly settled* This might be 
done c^rt^plyj because in the permanent settlemmt there 
is ft, r^ervation pf power to the Governor^Gen^al in 
Council to resume these Iwds : but wl^n the enormous 
establishment of 234^009 men, allowing but one for each 
village, and the wormops sum of one million and a half 

sterling, 
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^terling^ thdir pd^r, 8t four nipeeB a months each, ore ton^ 
sideredy^ the schexne must be abandoned. 

But supposing Che whcde cAakeran lands in the Lower 
Proyinces to be resumed. They may be about twenty laes 
qf begahs (see investigation of l*???), and, making allow- 
ance for districts not investigated, might be worth thirty 
lacs of rupees, or about £S75,00P sterling. It is forgot, 
however, by those who make this proposal, that the police 
establishments are entitled to little, if any, of the proceeds 
of chaheran lands : these are set apart to defray various 
charges of collection of the revenue. But to take the 
village watch into the pay of government would mi^^ver 
entirely change the nature of that establi^metil^ without 
in(a*easing its efficiency; for the moment i^ey became 
stipendiary, the situations would be filled up idth stran- 
gers, who would want local and personal knowledge^ both 
of which now make up, in a great measure, for'other very 
great defects in that system. 

. It is indispensable, Jbowever, thait government see that 
these men do really receive a competent subsistence r (or 
this they are entitled to, and the community are conse- 
quently obliged to pay tlii«. About three rupees twelve 
anas per mensem may be the hire of a village pasban. 
This should be secured to lum in money, *<>r in grain 
already reaped, and not in land, which is now ofte^ the 
mode of payment, because of its cultivation interfering witl) 
his duty* An accurate register of the individuals shouMbe 
kept by the magistrate and by the thanahdars ; which, in- 
deed, will be necessary to enable him to bring them regu- 
larly on the roster £>r .monthly duty. 

To combine the services of the yillage-watch with those 

of 
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Tenu»'OenM«l} hid told the fre« press peaple of M»4raS) 
in answer to their address, " thfit i/ uxu Kdyiaryfitt »• 
" pnmK taUAority to look to tkt control of public acrvtmy :" 
s sentiment wlu«h Mr. Quddngtiain Mud deserved to be 
writteD in letters of gold; and beacgordiogly tod^ carv 
that it shopld not be forgoL At lenf^ the cQntrol becaiQ« 
TAlher too freqoept to be plewapt «v«n. to the Marquesi 
frf Hastings; «nd Mr- Buckingham va^ threftteiwd with 
the utmost v^^gwnce Qf gpv^noKO^ tlDie^fter tiqie, and 
occasion after occasion ; eecapiog however with iiopunit?* 
by means of ready apology, and promises of amendment. 

Meanwhile several nevspapfois in the native languages. 
fl|q>eared, acting in unison with the Calcutta JouFDal> if 
not in comhinatioa with it, in the "grealcaufe" oi"ooD- 
trolling " government ; so that when Lqrd Hastings re- 
sigpedthegoremntentofBengaleM-lyin 1823, the C«lcutu 
Journal had been the means of editing much difisention 
iMnong society, and had made considerably progress in 
sapjHng the foundaUoopfotirppw^r in India. . , 

The succeeding government deemed it necesswy to put 
an end to this ; and Mr. Bnt^ingbadKii (of «n eairly trana- 
ftresMon wfo, by thegofvemmflDt of Mr. Adsm, ordered 
tu be sent to Engluid, allowing him a period of twp 
munchs to arr«ige his affairs. He accordingly made his 
anangemraits, and winounced them to the , supporters of 
Jiis paper and the public, in * manifesto enUtled " Tra*B- 
portatjcm without Trial," t^lidg thtan that he himself 
iiad been so unfonunaie at to incur tte di^leasare of 
the temporary government, and. being a M-vrf^em, wa? of 
course at their disposal to be sent out of the country : 
bill that he had ^b^tityted in his room an editor of e^ual 
iibilities, e<juft% zealQm with himself, '^juj pnjmptiog the 

great 



great catisie,'' for which he was about to suflfer^ loidy h^ 
thanked 6od» over whom thc^ GoYemor-General had noc 
the power of transmission. That being a native of India, and 
resident in Calcntta, Mr. Sandys (the new editor) was 
beyond the power of government) and an Snglish jnry, and 
only amenable to his Majesty's court and an EngUsh jury. 
His own banishment seemed, therefore, to be matter of 
exultation to this p^riot; for he told his readars l^at his 
paper would wm be conducted even with greater fireedoDd 
of discussion than ever. 

Mr. Buckingham quitted India; and certainly the 
.paper, as to freedom of discus$ioai9 did not f4U fi^rt Of 
bis anticipation. Government felt it incumbent upop 
them, therefore, to adopt some'measure for the pr^veoh 
tion of the patriotic views of these gentlemen ; and ^ 
scheme resolved upon was to issue a regulatkm requiring 
the licensing of all newspapers and printing praises ; tbp 
licenses t6 be revocable in the event of their publidilng 
any thing to contravene a code of regulations drawn up 
for regulating the press. 

It so happened that the learned judge of the supreme 
court at the time (government having taken the wise pre- 
caution of previously consulting him),, did not object to 
the regulation. He, however, allowed counsel to be he^ard 
against it; but finally suffered it to be roistered iD his 
court ; without which, by the act trf parlianlent, no regu- 
lation passed by the Governor-General in Council is of 
any avail or force in law, so as to affect those residing 
within the sanctuary of the supreme court of Calcutta* 

The Calcutta Journal was admitted tx) the benefit dT a 
license, as well as aU the other new^apers ; continuing, 

however, 



SftO POLICE. 

200,000 men, ihat might unquestionably be made Avftil- 
able, to a great extent, for the purposes of police. 

The physical power, I conceive, then, to be ev^ now 
completely at the command of gbvei^nitfent.' It requkte 
only to be systematically applied* Nor is there a oountix . 
in the world, perhaps, w here the goyernmen^ t^ and the 
Etiropean officers of government, have so grettt • a taxuM. 
influence over the pe ople . The poweir of forming them as 
meir own will may direct is, therefore, in that proportion ; 
%tiA although, at first sight, it may appear di^cult, I can 
see no real obstacle in die way of establishiilg a very tA- 
cient system of police throughout bur Indian possessions. 

TTie detective branch would now come t6 be treated rf- 
But as it will be readily admitted, that if a preventive po- 
lice, such as I have suggested, be efficiently organizedj 
there will be little difficulty in the managetnelit of the 
detective branch of the establishment, it is unnecessary 
for me to Say much on this part of the sublet. 

It hiust be obvious, however, that a direct mstd odnstimt 
eomitiunicadon, and by tfie most rapid m^ans of cotiv^- 
ance^ between the police posts, is indispensaUe to thie de- 
tection of crime ; wiiilst with this it is thought tba^ in 
ihOst cases, the culprits might be seized before they got to 
their resting places. 

Suppose, for eicample, a crime is committed in a given 
place, that the fact is kttown^ to the police on the spot 
almost itnmediately, as is generally the case when the criwie 
is of iftagnitude. Suppose it weire possible to comiminleafSb 
the intelligence instantly to the circumjacent posts, the 
chances of apprehending the perpetrators woijiid be vfery 

much 
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much iacrefi9ed» bocouse the first step taken by those, 
now on their guard, would be (standing on themlert) to 
see whether all the suspected persons within their juris* 
diction were at home that night, are then at home, and of 
those who were not suspected who are absent 

This immediate intelligence might be communicated, 
hj night as well as by day^ by signals; as by rattles in 
towns, drums in populous omntries, and lights, && : and 
When the signal ** to be on the alert and to see who are 
abroad" is made, were it promptly obeyed, it would be 
extremely difficult for criminals to esc^e detection. The 
ratdeiued by the watchmen in large towns is a species of 
this useful teli^aphic mode of commnnicating intimation 
of ftn oiFebce being committed; and the large nukiara is 
yet used in India. 

' But in India, where crime is very generally committed 
by professional criminals;, and where the profession of 
thief or robber is rijgolarly ^tablishec^ like that of the 
artizan, under their sirdars, choudrees, or heads, the most 
effectual mode of apprehending offenders is by means of 
their associates ; s<»ne of which, of every gan^ are to be 
found, convicts, in every gaol in the country near the re- 
sidence of the ^ng. 

Where gangs of robbers thus exist, the leaders of the 
gang are, of course, the principal objects of capture ; and 
the way their convicted associates should be employed for 
this purpose is this: the magistrate should endeavour to 
find out among theocmvicts the shrewdest fellow he can 
pick out belonging to the gang. He has been in gao), 
and in irons on the roads, perhaps for years. His restrain- 
ed ^t| hardened skin of his ankles, &c. have sufficiently 

2 B 2 marked 
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marked him, to render it difficult, if not impossiUe, to 
abscond* without detection. He is, perhaps, as is the case 
with many, perfectly satisfied with his lot; or he may 
have but a short period of his imprisonment to endure; 
so that there is little or no doubt of his fidelity in exe- 
cuting his undertaking for a moderate recompense. 

He goes to his village, or the rendezvous of his quon- 
dam of friends, and is welcomed by them as *^ as a good 
man,*' whose period of service is expired (for they call 
themselves ** Company ka nokur," Company's servants), 
and ready, with every advantage of experience, to recom- 
mence his former career. He spends a day or two among 
them till he is fully informed of their intended plans : he 
then leaves them, on the pretext of fetching his clothes 
and such things as he may have, or pretend to have, left 
at his late place of captivity, and promises to meet them 
on the night, and at the place appointed for their next- 
excursion. He keeps his word, indeed ; but conducts 
along with him an armed force to 1^ hold of them: or 
less resolute, but equally depraved, he gives the necessary 
information to the magistrate, who adopts measures ac- 
cordingly for securing the culprits. 

The plan adopted in war throughout India, of employ- 
ing persons to obtain intelligence of an enemy, may be 
resorted to by police magistrates with equal advantage. 
Those persons go in disguise, live for days perhaps in the 
enemy's camp, as mendicants, or suttlers, or artizans, till 
they have obtained the wished-for information. They are 
apt, however, to deceive ; not so much from design, as 
from a wish to exaggerate their services; or they were too 
timid to truist themselves within the enemj^s limits. By 
employing persons unknown to one another, taking down 

• in 
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in writing their information, cross^uestioning without 
evincing suspicion of them, ^I^ii^g irrelative questions so 
as to throw them off their guard and to break the thread 
of their fictitious story, questioning them at intervals, and 
comparing what each says with his own ^ well as with the 
intelligence received from others, observing all alqtig, 
notwithstanding suspicion of falsehood^ perfect equability 
of temper towards them, and even the face of cireduUty 
itself, the experienced officer, whether military or policef, 
will be able to form an opinion sufficiently strong to enable 
him to act, and will seldom act wrong. 



As connected with this branch of the subject, I will 
avail myself of this opportunity to notice the obstruction 
to which the local governments of India are exposed by 
the law as it now. st^ids (arid by the powers which it* ap^ 
pears by a recent decision of his Majesty's oourti of Ciir 
cutt a that court possesises), in carrying into ef£^t m'ear 
sures of police, which may nevertheless: be of vital impdtv 
tance to the . interest, if not even to the istability of -the 
government The disability to whichjeven the Governoi^ 
General in Council is subjected by the legislature, in being 
incompetent to make any regulation to affect, the itihadbii- 
tahts of .Calcutta (that is, those residing within the juris- 
diction of the King's court), even of a political natuare, 
without the concurrence of that court, is obvioiisly: a de- 
fect in the constitution of the local government of IndifL 
In a remote province, to plant half a million of pieople,<'df 
all nations and descriptions, in the capital thereof, under 
the very eye of its government, and yet to deprive that 
government of the power, even in political matters, of 
control over the actions of such a body .of men,* h&lding 
the government at the same time responsible for the peace 
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and securily of the country, appears io be a solecism in 
legislation to which no parallel can be found. 

Yet such is the state even of the supreme government 
of India with respect to the inhabitants of Calcutta* The* 
English nation confide to the Governor-General tiie 
government of eighty millions of the native Indian sub- 
jects of Britain, and yet they will not suffer him to rule 
the native inhabitants of their petty factory of Fort Wil- 
liam without the concurrence of the King's court of Cal- 
cutta. It is wonderful that the great men who framed the 
British part of the constitution for India should not have 
perceived so great an inconsistencrir. 

« 

The King's court is no doubt useful ; but I cannot but 
think it very much out of its element in the remote region 
of India, when it is made to interfere in the slightest de- 
fpree with the government in political matters. It is 
totally incompetent to judge of the extent of any one case 
of political delinquency that can be brought before it; 
not from any inability in the individuals as judges of the 
law, but there is a want of public in&rmation in India; 
and the King's judges coming to India late in life, having 
no intercourse generally with the people, are consequently 
Ignorant of their habits, feelings, and prejudices ; and with- 
out an intimate knowledge of the sentiments,. feelings^ 
and habits of the people^ no accurate judgment can be 
formed of what may or may not be politically injurious 
' to the state. 

But the govemment.is in possession of information of 
all kinds. One half of its members, at least, have a per- 
fect acquaintance with the people : and with these incal- 
culable 
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culable advantages, it is difficult to imagine that they 
might not be intrusted with the same power over the resi« 
dents of Calcutta which is vested in them over all the - 
Qther subjects of their government, in every matter what- 
soever; subject alwa^ys to the s^ript§|^t responsibility, in 
i^3e of die abuse, of that pqwisr* 

The legii^lature, it would seep:), foresaw,. in part atleast^ 
the. incQnvQnienipe, if not danger, to which tlie govern- 
n^eqts of India ^iFould probably be exposed, by the inca^ 
pacitating fetters which they put upon the Governor- 
£reueral in Cppncil through the medium of the supreme 
pourt ; and the jGrovernor-^General is consequently vested 
with like power pf transmittiug to England, in the most 
WUUUary ;naQUer, auy European subject of Britain who?^ 
l^nduct may be.deejned in any way hostile to the govern- 
menj; ; the Govprnor-(5eneral so acting, however, beingi 
on his return to England, liable to an action at the in- 
stauce.of th^^individual, should he have been aggrieved^ 

^ But with ^ absence of foresight altogether amazing, 
it.baa beep ^Cirely ovei'looked, that other classes and des- 
criptions pf people might arise, if they did not then exist, 
fully a3 able ainl as willing to evince hostility to the gO;- 
y^^iueut j^ Europeans ; and no provision whatever is 
p$>U|#,ined ill the act for such a contingency. The Goverr 
.UPr*(^ei^J*a) may, by his warrant, remove any {European 
j^ul^eet of 3ritaijni from ludia in an hour ; but an il^egiti- 
luate fiou of that Europ^^an by a native mother, au Awl^ 
\lMi¥Mih or a patiye, wholly indigeooup» so long ^ ii^^y 

x^xsmn withiu the Hcmpur^ble Company's fa^urjr of 

Fprt-A^'ijliain wd town pf Calcutta, may §et " his Lord- 
^' i^ip in Coujr>e}l" at defianeej being ^m^nable ^nly tp 

2 B 4 his 
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Temor-Oenera}, had to)4 the fire^prea? p^ple Qf Mudras, 
in answer to their address, ^^ thfit ^ wa$ $ql§ftary/air ^ 
^ preme authority to look to the control of public scrutiny :" 
asantim^t whii^h Mr.O^uckinghani /^idd.cl^^e^^d to^be 
written in letters of gp]d ; and he acpordingjiy to<d£ cair^ 
that it shofild not be forgot. At length the cpnt^pl becpQ$ 
rather too frequent to be p}e»$apt even, to the Marquesi 
pf Heatings ; and M^ Buckingham v^ threatened with 
the utmost veAgeenoe qf gpvemnien^ tinie.f^ter. tiiiLe> and 
occasion after ocoajdon ; fvscaping however with impunity^ 
by means of ready apology and pronuse^ of amendment. 

3 t * ' 

Meanwhile several nevspapei^ in the native langoages. 
appeared, acting in unison, ^ith the Calcutta JpuFnalj if 
no^ in combination with it, ijti the *^great ca»^e " of ^' eon* 
trolling " govemment ;. w tibat vhen Lord Hastings re- 
igned ijbe govetmnent of Bengal early in 1983» the C«yicutta 
Journal had been the means of fsmting. .muc^ di^utiw 
among society, and had made considerable progress in 
dipping the foundation pf our ppwer in {ndia. ^ 

: . The succeeding government deemed it necessary to put 
an end to this i and Mr. BiK^inghafii» for au eacly trana- 
gression was, by the. gofvemment of Mr. Adam* /ordered 
^be sent to En^and, allowing him a period ftf twe^ 
moniihs to arrange his affairs. He accordingly made his 
^rrangem^its^jtnd. announced tkf^m to tbe^upporters of 
itis paper and the publk, in i» Manifesto entilJb^ " Trajg(s- 
f^ortation without Trial" telling ithem that he himaetf 
had been so unfortunate as to Incur thse dkpleasure of 
the temporary government, andiben^g a Eiijl^pei^s wa^ of 
course at their disposal to be sent out of the country : 

*,hut that he had. siib^titiited in his room m edAtor of e«G(ual 
.^itiesi equa% i^t^m withbm^if^ ** in priomoting the 

' great 
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great cause," for which lie was about to mSer^ laid, h^ 
thanked Grod, over whom th^ Governor-General liad not 
the power of transmission. That being a native of India, and 
resident in Calcutta, Mr. ^andys (the new editor) was 
beyond the power of government, and an Engliish jury, and 
only amenable to his Majesty's court and an English jury. 
His own banishment seemed, therefore, to be matter of 
exultation to this patriot ; for he told hki leada^ &at his 
paper would wad be conducted even with greater freedom 
of discussion than ever. . 

Mr. Buckingham quitted India; and certainly the 
.paper, as to freedom of discussion, did not f4U fiJiPrt of 
his antidpation. Government felt it incumbent up<ni 
them, therefore, to adopt some'measure for tlie prevea* 
tion of the patriotic views of these gentlemen; and ihoe 
scheme resolved upon was to issue a regulation requiring 
the licensing of all newspapers and printing presses ; the 
licenses t6 be revocable in the event of their publidilng 
any thing to contravene a code of regulations drawn up 
for regulating the press« 

It so happened that the learned judge of the supreme 
court at the time (government having taken the wise pre- 
caution of previously consulting him), did not object to 
the regulation. He, however, allowed c<Minsel to be he^rd 
against it ; but finally suffered it to be registered ii). his 
court ; without which, by the act of pariian^ent, no regu^ 
lation passed by the Governor-General in Council is of 
any avail or force in law, so as to affect those residing 
within the sanctuary of the supreme court of Calcuttat 

The Calcutta Journal was admitted to the benefit of a 
license, as well as all the other newqiapers; continuing^ 

however, 
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howevar, the same strain, yet steering somewhat by the 
rules laid down in this regulation ; and Amott, above- 
menrioned, an Englidifnan by birth, was given to Mr. 
Sandys as an assistant-editor (bat who was probably the 
principal), and the paper was contuiued; diverging, howf- 
ever, occasionally fr<»n the line prescribed. 

At length a paragraph appeared which government 
(now under Lord' Amherst) deemed so offensive that it 
could be no longer endured. But, instead of withdraw- 
ing the license fix>m the paper, which probably a conside- 
rate regard for the property of the individuals embarked 
in it occasioned, the government determined to send Mr. 
Amott out of the country: he (Mr. Amott), moreover, 
being found not to have been at all licensed to sojourn in 
India. AcoNrdingly, his Lordship, having first called upon 
Arnott to find security for quitting India by a day speci- 
fied, which was declined, issued his warrant for the arrest 
of Amott, in order to put him on board the first Com- 
pan3r'6 ship sailing for England. Mr. Arnott was conse- 
quently arrested ; but as there was no ship actually about 
to sail, he was placed under the town-major, who assigned 
him quarters in Fort- William. 

But Mr. Arnott was not to be " transported without 
trial** so easily as Mr. Buckingham had been. He applied 
to the King's court to have his habeas corpus, which was 
granted; and Mr. Amott was brought up, heard by his 
counsel, and, in defiance of the government, discharged^ 
after a long speech delivered by the presiding judge, in 
which he declared his court to be really supreme, as it was 
called, and that the Governor-General, though he was per- 
mitted by the act <^ parliament to send home individuals, 
and to arrest them* for that purpose, had no power to im- 
prison 
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prison them ; for that the words of the act were, ^ to ar- 
rest," and not to ^^ Imprison ;" that to imprison and Ui 
arrest were not the same thing; and that the statute^ being 
penal, must, be strictly interpreted, and so forth. 

. ■* 

It is foreign to my purpose to enter into the question of 
the legality of this decision. The fact of its having beeii 
. passed, and of an individual, declared to be dangerous to 
the .government of India, and arrested by a warrant from 
the Governor-General, being set at- liberty in spite of the 
supreme government, and so given a farther opportunity 
of disseminating his seditious and inflammatory libels for 
months, perhaps, until a ship (a Compafiy's $hip» too, by 
the act) should arrive from England and be ready to re* 
turn, on which to send him, is altogether so monstrous a 
state of imbecility to leave a remote government in^ that it- 
sets all comment at defiance. 

But over the native population of Calcutta it is not quite ' 
so easy to arm the supreme government with summaiy 
power, retaining to the King's court superior jurisdictions 
That class of our subjects, however, more especially the 
Anglo-Indians, have grown up^ both in number and in 
wiiBalth, and consequent imponi!uice in society, far beyond 
what could have been anticipated by the legislature when 
the act was pasised arming government with power* over 
Europeans; and we have seen that they are no less capa- 
ble of disturbing the peace of society and the tranquillity 
of government, indeed far more so, than the Europeto, 
from their mixing more with, and their more intimate 
acquaintance with the people in general. Not that th'ey 
are, in themselves, naturally turbulent, or disaffected to 
government; they are, however, little able to discrimi- 
nate, a»d therefore easily, misled. 

But 
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Bat it must 1be manifedt* not 6iily that there i& great 
inconsistency in an actofIegishttion» which excludes ninetji^ 
ninC) and applies only . to one ; the object of the legisla^ 
ture being equally applicable to the natire population ex- 
cept as to the Europeans included ; and it is no less 
manifestly inconsistent and absurd to permit any. tribunal 
in. India effectnally to renst the power and to niiUify the 
legislative authority of the supreme government, esp6eia% 
in political matters, whether in the fomHof a comt of jm* 
tiee, or in any other shape whatsoever. 

' Hie regulation for licensing the press was so fiur 
effectual ; and as' a temporary measure may be apiprov- 
ed. Bert it is imperfect, being applicable to the press 
alone; leaving the evil-disposed every other means of 
committing the offienoe intended to be suppressed. It 
is partial in its operation, and consequently wanting in 
that digniQr of character which a general legislatire mea- 
siil*e would possess* It isdirected, moreover, so immedi^ 
ately i^ainst the press, that besides subgeeting government 
to die iniscOnstrued imputation 6f tifni^ty with respect to 
the frfe^omof discussion, "^hich they neither feel nor 
fear, it must be esttrem^ly unpopular evto in India i but 
especially in England, where it will be attacked bjr its 
enctmies, without being defended by its friends : f<Hr, on the 
subject of the liberty of the press, notwithstanding the 
lamentable licentiousness of it, I «M grieved to say there 
is a d^ree of pdiitical cbwaitiice predominaht in Enj^land^ 
which suppresses the real sentiments of certainly a very 
great body of jthe aUest men in the nation, who doubtless 
do not ^e that thereby they evince a great dereUction of 
dieir duty towards the inferior ordens of die people, who 
look up to them as an example, but take their siletfece^ or 
their indifferent opposition, only as a eonfirmation of 

the 
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The question then i% what iiS ft better, if not the best> 
mode of procedure, so as to give 4ue efficiency to the 
locial govei^knent ? That mode would probably be the best^ 
or at least it would meet with most general support, whiofa, 
whikt it vested government iti ica^es of emergency with 
ample power, it should at the same time infringe a$ little 
as possible on the present system. It therefore occurs to 
me, that the analogy of the law, as it now stands, with 
tieference to Europeans, presets us with ^ suitable remedy 
for' all the evils insepJEurable from the present restrictions 
imposed "upon government* Let the law» as it now stand% 
be made applicable to the whok poptAMoH qf, Calcutta 
itidiscriminately, native as well a$ £uropeto, and th^ 
xemedy is s^tained* Xiet but the legislature vest the 
Governor*General with the power of Uralismitting the 
native ofifender beyond the limits of the Company's factory 
of Fort* William and town of Calcutta, m&der the sas^ae 
circumstances; and, if you please, subject to. the same 
r^Bponsibility as in the case of Europeans he is empowered 
to transmit than .to Sugland, abd the paramount authority 
of govismment will be complete ': for once beyond the 
limits of Calcutta and the jurisdiction of the King's courts 
dbiey become at once subject to such regulations as the 
Governor-General in Council may fit)m time to time enact* 

So long, indeed, as this power is withheld from the 
supreme government of India, the British legislature are 
guilty of the strange absurdity of placing supreme respon- 
sibility on one functionary, but establishing another to 
counteract him who is wholly irresponsible. 

Nor, 
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Nor, let it he observed, is it merely exeeuOvefy that the 
India government is subjected to this control. Were the 
check restricted to the ex^cuiwe capacity of the government, 
it is possible that it might be even salutary. -But the law, 
as it now stands, imposes upon the government an absolute 
disqualification firom legidating for its subjects, without 
the concurrence, not of the paramount authorities in 
England, but of a court <^ law established within its own 
capital. . ^ 

Now it must be confessed, that the very idea of this 
provincial court being vested with the power of dictating 
to the government what regulations it diall not fi*ame fer 
the better government of the country, is not a little re* 
pugnant to every notion entertained of the proper province 
of a court of justice, as it must ever be hostile to that' 
dignity which the government of India, of all others, 
stands so much in need of being supported in. ^ 

It is, therefore, not to be doubted, that an early op- 
portunity will be . embraced of obviating so great a defect 
in the system of our India government The remedy 
proposed seems simple, and cannot be severe in its effects; 
for it can scarcely be called a hardship to an individpal to 
be removed Yrom the capital, who cannot be content to 
reside in it without endeavouring to overturn the govem- 
m^fit of his country. 
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COLONEL SIR THOMAS MUNRO'S SURVEY. 

The accompanying statement contains an abstract of every 
thing that seems necessary in an agricultural survey. It shews 
the population, the nuipber of cattle and sheep, and the extent 
and value of all land^ cultivated and waste ; and though un- 
avoidably somewhat long, it is so plain ihat it may be easily un* 
derstoodfrom the slightest inspection ; and I shall, therefore, have 
occasion to make only a few remarks upon the principal heads. 

The following instructions were issued by Colonel Munro to 
the Surveyors, &c. ' 

Inshrudions to Snroeyon. 

1. All your measurements, of every description of land, wet 
and dry, are to be made with a chain of thirty-three feet. 

2. Your accounts are to be. kept in acres, goontas, and anas. 
One s^iare chain is one goonta^ and forty such goontas are one 
acr e. 

3. When you arrive in a village, you will, previously to be«' 
ginning the measurement, take a muchulka from the potail and 
cumumi according to the form which has been delivered to yoUi^^ 
N. B. This form states that the cumum's account of cirkar IBid' 

2 c enaum 
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enaum laodynhoiue and ^op-tax, and every article of reveone, 
u tirue; and that, if it it found to be false in anj point, he will 
forfeit his office. 

4* The cumum and potail of the village must attend you dur- 
ing the measurenientj and you must give timely notice to the 
ryots, in order that they may be present at the measurement of 
their own fields, 

5* In measuring a village you will begin at one side and pro- 
ceed regularly on^ making the field first measured No. 1 , the next 
No. 2, &c. These numbers will serve to distinguish fields, when 
there are several of the same name in one village. After mesa* 
suring the dry, you will measure the wet land, and number the 
fields in the same manner, beginning again at No. 1,2, &c; 
tmd the same rule must be observed with respect to baghayet or 
garden land. 

6. The name of every field mu^t be entered in your accounts. 
Where fields, whether cultivated, uneultivated, or waste, have a 
name, you will insert that name : where they have nonOf ypu 
will, in concert with the potail and cumum, give them one. 

7. In the account, of the measurement of eveiy field, whether 
wet or dry, you will always specify the names and numbers of 
the fields by which it is bounded. 

8. In dividing fields of red land* you will mark the division by 
a bank of earth or stones ; but in black land you will always 
mark the division by setting up boundary-stones, because the 
polli, or bank of earth, would injure the black by overrunning it 
witlj long-rooted gra»9t ! ,, / . : 

■ < 

9. You win pay the hire of the coolies employed in marking 
boundaries either by stones or banks of earth. 

10. If 
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W. If a fielcl, not being larger than may be cultivated by one 
ploogh, IS p}o\ig)ied In part only and the rest wastes you \eill not 
divide it, but measure it as one field. 

11. If a field is too large to be cultivated by one plough, you 
will divide it into two or three fields, as may be necessary. As 
thetif^tent of laxidcultivatabie by one plough depends upon the 
nature of the soil,, you will be guided ' by the custom of the vil^ 
lage, and the opinion of the potSaM^ curnum, and principal ryots, 
in regulating the sisse of fields. 

A^ the subdivision of a large cultivated field is ordered to b6 
ntaSe solely upon tfae 'supposition thai if thrown up by the pre- 
sent dccupant it may be lef): waste, from their being few ryots in 
file viHage w^ho have the means of cultivating it ; yet if, frOm the 
isi;ate of agriculture in the village, there is no danger of its being 
Ml uncultivated,' it will not be necessary to divide it;: ev^f 
tbough it should be too large for one plough. 

/' 12. In ihe measurement of dry land, you will cTafts black and 
ried land si^arately. 

13. If a quarter only of a field is cultivated, enter the whole 
field as waste ; if half only is cultivated, enter half as cultivated 
and half as waste ; and if three-quarters are cultivated and one- 
quarter waste, enter the whole as cultivated. 

14. In measuring uncultivated land, you will divide it accord- 
ing to the old marks or bounds : should you meet with waste 
(anade) having no such marks, you will direct them to be made. 
Yo^ will class uncultivated lands into fallow of one, two, three, 
feur, and five years; waste from five to ten, ten to fifteen, and 
fifteen to twenty years ; and as anade, or waste, which has either 
never been cidtivated, or not been cultivated within twenty 

years. , . , 

2c 2 It 
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It is only tf hen waste is divided into fields, or found in smiiBll 
pieces, that it is to be measured by separate fields. When ly- 
ing in large undistinguished tracts, it is to be measured in the 
gross ; but whether found in small fields or in extensive com- 
mons, it is to be named and numbered. 

If, after measuring twenty cultivated fields, numbered 1, 2, 3, 
to 20, a piece of waste follows, it will be numbered 21, and the 
cultivated field which comes after, 22 ; and so on, as often as waste 
intervenes ; but as the largest piece of waste is usually surveyed 
after all the rest of the village is finished, it will, of course, be 
the last number. Suppose that this number is 60, then, if at any 
future period it should, from the extension of cultivation, be- 
come necessary to divide it into fields^ these fields will be num- 
bered in succession No. 51, 52, &c. But this cannot be done in 
the case of the waste No. 21, because it is already followed by 
No. 22 : when, therefore, No. 21 comes to be divided into fields* 
these new fields must be numbered No. 1 in 21, No. 2 in 21, &c. 

15. When a field contains a few tamarind, kikar, or other pro- 
ductive trees, you will make no deduction for the land under 
their shade, because the ryot derives a profit from them ; but 
where there is a beher tree, or several other unproductive trees 
together, forming a shade, you will measure the land occupied 
by.it, and deduct it from the field. 

16. In measuring << purrempoke," or land that cannot be cul- 
tivated, you will specify the extent efforts, ofpettahs, of open 
villages, of the court-yards of houses, with the number and kinds 
of trees in such yards, of the banks of tanks, rivers, nullahs^ ra- 
vines, hillocks, roads, kullar or barren land, wells, salt mounds, 
and of topes, stating the numbers and species of trees. You 
will also specify the purrempoke in the fields of ryots and deduct 
it from their land. 

17. In tarbunds, or palmirah topes, you will insert the number 

of 
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of trees, and class them into male and female, youilj^, pfoductiire, 
and old or past bearing. You will also measure separately the 
divisions or parts of the tope occupied by different ryots. 

18. You are not to measure hills or beds of rivers. 

* 

, 19* You will consider as garden, or baghayet, all lands, in 
whatever manner they may be watered, that do not yield rice, 
but produce raggy, juware, tobacco, red pepper, &c., and you 
will enter as garden so much only as can be watered. 

20. In measuring wet land, you will specify whether it is wa- 
tered by large tanks, by great nullahs such as those of the Toom« 
buddea and Pennah^ by kumple or draw-wells, or by kushems or 
nullahs, proceeding from springs. 

21. You will enter as wet land all gardens having a constant 
supply of water, and containing cocoa-nut and other fruit-trees. 
You will specify the quantity of waste land between the rows of 
trees of land cultivated, where the trees are thinly scattered ; 
and of cultivated land, where there are no trees. ' You will note 
the number of plants of young trees, if productive, and of old or 
unproductive trees, and specify whether they are cocoa-nut, soo- 
pari, tamarind, jamoon, lime, or orange, &c. You will also en- 
ter as wet land plantations of betel and sugar-cane, and likewise 
land producing tobacco and red pepper, &c. J3rovrded there is 
water enough for rice. 

22. In wells and river kumples, where the land having for- 
merly produced rice is now, from some cause or other, cultivated 
with dry grain, you will enter as wet land all that. land which is 
marked out as ateh kutt or rice fields^ and which can be watered ; 
but if^ from the. scarcity of water, such land is in particular years 
only cultivated as wet, you will measure it as dry. 

^ 2 c 3 23. When 
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23. When fields of garden or wet land are too laiige, they raQst, 
be subdivided in the same manner as those of dry. 

24. Tou will measure the beds of tanks, and class the lands in- 
cluded in them according to the nature of the soil. 

25. You are to enter as cultivated land the cultivation €^ die 
last Fusly only, that is to say, of the year previous to that in 
which the survey takes place ; for if lands cultivated in former 
years, but waste last year, or cultivated in the last, but not in 
the present year, are entered in the survey as cultivation, the 
a6count will not exhibit a true statement of the cultivation of any 
one year. 

27. When boundaries are disputed, if the lands in. dispute are 
cultivated, and have been annexed to one village since the yenr 
Kelah, or the establishmenf of the Ahkam Namah, enter them in 
that village : if the lands are anade, or old waste, enter them in 
the village which agrees to walk along the boundary. — {Sic in 

28. To prevent the survey from being retarded by indolence, 
you must measure daily, whether cirk^ or enaum land, as 
follows :— 



Of dry land. 

Ifcultivated 5,000chains 

If uncultivated, but divided into fields • . 6,500 . do. 
If undivided waste or common 25,000 do. 

. I 

Of wet land. 

•■ • ' - ■ . 

Ifcultivated .. , 1,600 do. 

If uncultivated . . ^ 2,500 do. 

This will give you at the rate of six pagodft^ or about twenty 
rupees monthly. 

31. As 



Sl> As Ihe chaitt Mfrequentlj bcoken^attdsoicneof its links 
lost, you will compare it,: fit>m time to..tiaie^ with the standard 
which you have received for that purpose. 

32. If, on trial by the examio^r, your measurement is found 
to be false, you will be dischaiiged if it has proceeded from 
iiqi;lfgen0e, andpuntdied'if from deijgn* 

, . . . ■ ....,.♦ 

33. You will inquire into unauthorized new enauins aod 
concealed lands. If you discover any not entered in the 
«CfX>unts of the cumum, 3rou will receive, on proof, , one-half the 
aiBOunt(^y f of rent);: and the persons through whose infornia«> 
tion you make the discovery^, one quarter of your half. 

34. You will be allowed two chain- bearers,, and one-quarter 
M* a cantaray fanam for each, daily. You will pay them, and 
also the coolies employed in making the boundary marks, daily^ 
in presence of the potail and cumum, and take their receipts. . 

35. You will receive half a pagoda monthly for oil and 
stationary. 

36. You will let the cuniums enter the account of the measure- 
ment, and you will compare your abstract with theirs, daily. 

37. You will deliver both your rough and fair accounts of 
measurement to the examiner. 

Note. — The word ^* field" is here used, as it appears, to mean 
as much land as can be cultivated by one plough, where the 
boundaries are not definite. 

Instructions to Examiners of the Surbey. 

. I. ,As you are appointed to the superintendence of a party of 
ten surveyors, you will regulate their survey as follows :-r* 

2c4 2. When 
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2. When a Wlhige ^las eight or tea large mi^erahs, you will 
send two surveyoro to each ; but if the mttjerilM are small, only 
one. 

3. When there is a laige mouzah without any mujerah, you 
will mark out by flags the portions to be surreyed by eadi sur- 
veyor, and let them compare their accounts of boundaries with 
each other, so as to prevent any land from being omitted in their 
re^>ective limits. 

4. When a mouzah is small, and you think that the sur- 
vey will be accelerated by employing only a part of the sur^ 
veyors in it and sending the rest to another mouzah, you will 
do so. 

5. If the mujerahs of a mouzah have old boundaries you win 
adopt them : if they have no visible boundaries, you wiU set up 
stcAies in order to distinguish them. 

6. You will take care that no land is omitted between the 
respective limits of your own surveyors, or between their limits 
and those of other parties of surveyors. 

7. You will take the rough accounts (the kham chitah, or field- 
book, qi/f) from the surveyors,' and make by them all your com- 
parisons of measurement. 

. 8* In your examinations of measurement, you. will attend 
j^rticulariy to the fields of potails, oumums, and khoodbash 
inhabitants. 

9. You will examine by re->measurement daOy as follows :-*- 
dry, 500 chains, or wet, 150 ditto ; and tratismit your examina- 
tion report in the following ibitn :— 

M«guz, 



M«if uzy a tree-fieldy bdonging to R, R,y drkar laiid to the 
north c£ G. G*s fields measured by A. B., 4 acres 18^ chabs 
Fw, East to West, 15} 

> North to South, .... 114 

178=4 18i 

But by azmayest, or trial, 5 acres, 1 chain. ^ 

F». East to West, Idf 

North to South, 12 

201 =5 1 

10. You will transmit your trials with the rough accounts to 
the cutcherry, and give the fair ones to the accountants (awur- 
dah now is.) 

11. In examining the measurement, if the excess of the land 
on trial is above twelve and a half per cent, in dry, or ten per 
cent* in wet, you will add the difference to the field. If the defi- 
ciency is more than ton per cent, in dry, or five per cent, in wet, 
you will deduct it. 

12. If in any village you find the measurement of the whole, 
or the greater part of the fields incorrect, and that a new survey 
is required, you will state the circumstance, and obtain leave 
before you begin. 

IS. If any ryot complains that the measurement of his field in 
not fair, you will measure it again. 

14. You will enquire into new unauthorized enaums, extra 
collections on land, and articles of the village, taxes suppressed 
in the accounts. Of all such discoveries you will receive one- 
half, as a reward, and one-quarter of your half will be paid to 
the person from whom you may have received your information. 

15. As the chains are frequently broken, you will compare 
them occasionally with the standard measure. 

16. You will get two chain-bearers from the tollies or tallaries 
of the Tillage. You will pay them one-quarter of a cantaray 

: &|iam each, daily, in the presence of the potail and cumum, and 

take 



tiAe Iteir iceaip^ and .you wiiLaond a ttafeeniart of diecxpleiMe 
with your monthly account. 

17. You will divide all the viOagefl that &11 to your share 
according to the number of sunreyors, write the difierent shares 
on an equal number of papers, and let Ae sunreyors draw lot% 
and measure the villages which thdr respective lots contain. 

18. Your party is to measure only such villages as may be 
allotted to it. If, in the hopes of getting more pay from black 
land, your surveyors measure the lands allotted to another party, 
they will receive no pay for them, and be fined. 

19. After finishing the measurement of the villages allotted to 
your party in any district, if there is any party which has not 
beguii its measurement in that district, you will measure its vil- 
lages ; but if there is no party which has not commenced, yi>u 
will proceed to the next district. 

20. You are not to measure in four or five days the number of 
acres prescribed to you for the month, but to measure daOy ; 
except on those days when you are on your way to another dis- 
trict. The measurement miay be more in some days and less in 
others; but the prescribed quantity for the month must be 
covnpdeted. 

21. You are not to try the measurement of a part of the sur- 
veyors in one month, and that of the rest in another ; but you 
are in each numth to try the measurement of all. the surveyors. 

22. You are not to remain behind the surveyors; because, 
unless you ate with them, you cannot compare with them the 
fklse measurement which you may discover. If you are not 

^ways. in .fl^^s^me district with tJl»^Ri,<jrQu, will be dismi^sedc 

I . - • • 

28. With your monthly abstracts you will send a list of the 
sunreyors and pfeons, present and absent. You will ^ve your 
rough accounts of measure«i»ent e^mined to the aumiidar, wKb 

-wfli 



wiU fbrwasd then to tiie colbo6ct»'s oiicfaarry^ and you w^l take 
the aumildar's receipts -for- the accounts* 

Instru0ions to Assessors or Terrim MuMaseddies. 

1« You are to class the land surveyed by ten surveyors accord- 
ing to their rate or terrim. In settling the terrim, you are to 
assemble the potail, cumum, and ryots of the village, and also the 

heads of the neighbouring villages, and do it with their advice. 

'• - ... ., ,'■-••''•■• 

2. You are to class the lands of the whole mouasah into firsts 
second, third, &c., according to their rateS) If the best land is 
in the cusbah, you will enter It in the fitst ^te. If the first land 
of any of the mujerahs is only equal to the second of the 
cusbah, you will enter, it on the second rate. If, On the con- 
trary, the first land of the cusbah is equal only to the second of 
the mujerah, you will enter it in the second rate ; for the rates 
are to be for die irhole village, generally, and not for each 
mujerah separately. 

3. In fixing the rates, the ryot who occupies the land must be 
present. You are to consider the condition of the land, and 
not of the ryot, for the one is permanent but the other is not ; 
and you are to be careful not to enter the first rate as second, or 
the second as first, &c. 

4. You are to mention the colour of the land, in 'order that, 
in fixing the rent,, the class to which it belongs may be the better 
known. The colours are as follow : — 

Regur. 
' I Black, mixed with stones. 

1 Black chunan stones. 

1 Black white earth. 

1 Black sand 

I;Black pebbles (gargatt) 

1 Black mould, 

6 Red 
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Red I 

I Red| mixed with stones. 

1 Red • sand. 

1 Red earth. 



5 You will infioim the ryots that the whole laad of each class 
will be assessed at the same rate, and caution them to class the 
fields according to the real quality. 

6. In classing the lands you will proceed as fbUows :— 

Dry, at half a cantaray fanam difference for each rate. 

Rate. Acres. Rate per Acre. 



1 


.. 100 


.... I 
.... 9 8 
.... 9- 




2 

S 


.. 60 

.. 4iO 


1 


4 




... . 8 8 




6 




.•..080 




6 




...078 




7 




....070 
...068 


m^ 


8 




, 


9 




. . . . 6 




10 




. .. . 6 8 




And so on to the twentieth rate. 

Bagayet, at five canteray fanami 

Rate. Acres. 


B between each rate. 

Per Acre, CanrFag. 
... 10 

...9 5 




2 ........ 


.. 16 




3 




... ' 9 




4 


.. 40 


...8 6 




5 

6 


.. 50 .-. 


..800 
..750 


ft 



And go on to the twentieth rate. 

Wet, 
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Wet, at five canteray fanams difference between each class. 

Rate. Acres. Per Acre, Can. Pag. 

1 10 6 

2 5 

8 5 

4 4 5 

5 40 4 

6 ...w 50 3 5a 

7 3 

8 20 - 2 5 

And so on to the twentieth rate. 

The above is given as an example for your information. You 
are not, however, to enter the money rates, but only to take care 
that the lands are correctly classed. The classes may be bb 
numerous as the different kinds of landare ; but in one mouzah 
you are not to make more than six of garden, and eight of wet, 
ten classes of dry. 



7. In regulating the proportions c^^the decrease of rent be- 
tween each class, you will be guided by the quality of the land, 
and make it in some villages for. dry, one-half a cantaray fanam ; 
and in other villages, where -the rent is low, one-fourth of a can- 
taray fimam. 

For garden, 5 and 2| canteray fanam, 

For wet, . . 5 and 2| ditto* 
If in a village you find that the difference between any two classes 
of land should be one-half of a cantaray fanam^ you will make the 
same difference between every other class ; and in the same man- 
per, if the difference between any two is one-fourth of a cantaray 
fanam, you wiK continue that difference through all the other 
classes ; and in garden and wet, if the difference between two 
classes is two and one-half, or five cantaray fanams, you will make 
one of these rates the difference between .all the! other classes ; 
but you most not have both rates of difierence in the same 

viUage. 

N.B. 



$98 A'PPYKDIX. 

N. B."The rent of drjr land m tome of the western districts 
was found to be so low» that the rate of decrease (oottar) could 
not be restricted to one-fourth of a cantaraj &bain without 
great inconvenience : it was therefore extended to one-eighth of a 
cantaray fanam, or two anas, and the following additional articles 
were inserted in the instructions : — 

8. Though you were formerly directed to restrict the rate of 
decrease (oottar) in dry land to One-fourth of a cantaray fanam, 
yet as the accounts must be regulated by the land, and not the 
land be made to suit the accounts, and as the usual rent is in 
some places only from one-fourth to one cantaray fanam per 
acre, if there are seven or eight classes rising one-fourth of a 
cantaray fanam each, it will make the rent too high : you wffl, 
therefore, if there are only three or four classes, keep the oottor 
at one-fburdt of a fiuiam ; but if there are more, you w91 make 
the oottar two dr three anas of a cantaray fknam, accdrding* to 
the custom of the village. ^ ' 

9. In writing the abstract of the village, you will state at the 
head of the column of dry, wet^ aiul -garden) the oottar, <Hrrateof 
decrease between the di£fereat^lasses^if ^dry^ one*e%hth^ one- 
fourth, or one-faidf of a amtB^y fanti^^, -if garden br ni^eft, two 
and one-half, or five cantaray fanams. <" ' 

10. In classing the land, you will consider both the nature of 
the soil and the expense of labo^ s' lor instahc^^ if one field is 
near the village end anotber of the tomequality at-^ d^ltece 
firbm it^ ^le distant field must be rat^lowerV because It i^^^p)^^ 
inoi;e labour to watch and also to plough -it (but' then it ll^^iisiJipt 
from other disadvantages- of proximity tothe village, tts <SBttle, 
goats^ buds destroying ityand people passing through 'iitaiid 
going into it,, qy f) You will make- allowance for the adiiitional 
expense and lower the rate accordingly, so that ifr may be culti- 
vated with the santnceiase as the land of the same^^hd near the 
village. You will also, in garden and wet land^ make alloln^ce 

for 
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for the deficiency of water ; md, where there are nuQahs and 
wells, for the extra labour^ and reduce the class. \ . . 

W 

11. You are to class the land not merely by its intrinsic 
quality, but also by its actual state of cultivation. Thus, if two 
adjoining fields of the same quality with respect to soil, are held, 
the one by a poor and the other by a substantial ryot, you will 
not enter them in the same class, but you will place the field of 
the poor ryot in such lower one as its unimproved state may 
render necessary. 

12. If iaone field, whether dry, wetf or garden, there are two 
or three difilerent kinds of soil, you will not class the kinds 
separately, but take the average of the whole and m^e one 
class. 

13. In classing wet and garden, observe the following detail : 
-«-Divide the lands of tanks and nullahs into one-crop and two- 
crop land. In well-land, consider whether the well has water 
for one or two crops, and make the class higher or lower 
accordingly. 

.. 14. In classing .betel and cocoa-nut, &c. gardens, you will 
enter the land in the same class as. land of the same kind on 
which, there are no fruit-trees, without making it either higher or 
lower on account of the trees. 

15. In garden, you will enter as garden only what is now 
cultivated ;. and you are not to add to it any of the neighbour- 
ing dry land, on the supposition that there is water enough to 
convei;!; it hereafter into garden. 

.16. lagard^if which 19 now waste (anade), you will examine 
whether, when last cultivated, the crop was a dry or a wet one. 
If dry, you will class the land as dry ; and if wett as garden. 

17. In 
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17. In claMing diy waste (anade) you will proceed as follows : 
— If it is divided into fields bj old boundaries and has been so 
measured, you will class each field^ separately : if there are no 
old boundaries or land^marks, you will class it by the divisions 
into which the surveyors may have formed it. 

18. In classing the lands, you will take the rough account of 
the survey, and class according to the order of the numbers in 
that account; after which you will separate the cirkar and. 
enaum, and the cirkar cultivated and uncultivated and waste, 
land, and class the whole according to their respective rates. 
You will not add up the fields ryotwar, for it is hot necessary to 
shew what each ryot occupies ; but in enaum lands you will add 
up the fields both in their classes, and under the name of the 
person to whom they belong. 

19. You are to class the lands, dry, garden, and wet, as they 
are distinguished by the surveyors. You are not to alter 'their 
classification, but you may note where you think it is wrong. 

20. You are to class monthly three thousand cantaray pagodas, - 
of land cultivated by the rent of the preceding year, for which 
you will receive ten star pagodas monthly. If you class a 
smaller quantity, your pay will be reduced in the same proper-, 
tion, viz. 

For cantaray pagodas 2,750, pay star pagodas 9 

Do ,. 2,500 8 

Do. 2,260 7. 

Do 2,000 •.) , 6 

If you class a smaller quantity than two thousand, you will be . 
dismissed ; but you will receive no increase above ten pagodas ^ 
pay, whatever quantity you may class. If, however, in the course 
of the year, you class more in one month and less in another, the 
difference will be allowed, provided it does not on the whole-'' 
exceed ten pagodas monthly. 

21. You 
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21. Tou are to examine if fields have been concealed or 
articles in the village taxes suppressed, but you are not to en9|uire 
into differences of rent or extra collections* 

22. You will not enter the land forming the beds of tanks, 
and barren or useless^ purrempoke ; but you will enquire how it 
is cultivated when the tank is dry, and class it accordingly, 

23. You are to compare your accounts with the curnum daily, 
and let him take a copy of them on the spot. You may carry 
him and the potail to the neighbouring villages, to give their 
opinion on classing the lands of them, but not to write the 
account of any but of their own villages. If you make out your 
accounts without letting the curnum take a copy, your pay will 
be stopt every month in which this is done: 

24. In making out your abstract of the land in classes 
(kessemwar goshwarah), you are not to enter as cultivated the 
cultivation of two or three years, but only that of the preceding 
year. If more is entered you will be dismissed* 

25. As the surveyors^ in order to get more pay, make out their 
accounts hastily and give &lse additions, you will make your 
gomastahs compare them, and send a list of all errors monthly 
to the treasury, showing the dates of measurement, and the 
differences of the number of acres. 

26. The land classed by you will be ei^amined by the head 
assessor (sirterrim), and if any material error is discovered, you 
will be dismissed. 

27. You will make out the accounts of each village according 
to the forms, and when the district is completed give the whole 
to the aumildar. You are not to keep the accounts after the 
district is finished, nor to carry the cumums to another district; 

2d 28. You 
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2d. You are ool to wait finr the (Blrterrini) bead afs^ssor, 
but as. 90W as you finish one village pcoceed to anolhen 



29. You are not to dismiss or employ gomastahs or peons 
without reporting and obtawing authoritjf. 

Instmctioiu ia Sir$ernnulart^or Head-Assasors* 

1. As jou are appointed to superintend and coirect tbe asses- 
meat of five (terrimdars) assessors^ you will divide^ your share of 
each district into five divisions, and give- one to each terrisadar ; 
and you will give him, at ^e same time^< the survey accoaats^ 
which will be delivered to you by the auimildav. 

2. You will examine the classification of the laadsty apd yoj^ 
will fix the rates of assessment in conjunction with the potails, 
cumumst and principal ryots; and if you wish for the assistance 
of any intelligent persons fonnerly eso^oyed ia the revenue, the 
aumildar will sc^d them to you on your application. 

S. In making the assessment, you must examine all circum- 
stances that may assist in enahUng you to Ibrm a right judgment. 
You must consider the abkam naoiah, or assessment of Tippoo 
Sultan, the present extont of eultlvation, the condition of the 
lyotSs and the nature of the soiL You will then fii; the rate of 
assessment of each class of laj^d in dry^ garden^ and wet^ You 
will explain it to the ryots and obtain their consent to it, and 
you will take care that it is not so high aa to iqipedf c«Hivation 
hereafter. You will also examine weH ^ kamU. sent of each 
village, the detail of the ahkam ndmah and of the rent of th^ 
last twenty years, and enter them in your statements. 

4k If you find that any of the terrimdars hf verclassed 4l)e lands 
wrong> whether firom ignorance or corrupt mg^ives^ you will 
report, in order that ij^y p^ay ba dismiaseidL 

^ 5. Where 
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5. Where vou find that the terrimdftrs have enteored two or 
three kinds of land in the same class, jfou wiU tianefer eadh kind 
to its proper class. 

6. As the classing ^e fallow and wasle kmds at too 4ow a 
rate might induce the ryots to occupy them and throw up their 
cultivated lands, to the injury of the revenue, you wHl therefore 
keep in view, that waste lands are to be so classed bs not to 
discourage their cultivation, and at the same time as not to give 
them any advantage over the old oukivafted lands. 

7. As your assessment is regulated by the quality of the land 
and its actual state of cultivation^ and as the Brahmins and other 
Tyargar, or privileged casts, and the cullgoottah shatrium and 
guddad landholders, have always held, and must still be permit«- 
ted to hold their lands at a reduced rent, and as this remission 
must be deducted from your assessment and thereby reduce its 
amount, you must be careful, in comparing your assessment 
with that of former periods^ to deduct the remission previpusly. 

8. You will ascertain whatever has been allowed by the cus-^ 
tom of the village as cullgoottah (low rent to different castes) 
shatrium, enaum, and low-rented villages to iBrahmins and gud* 
dad (quit-rent for levelling rugged land), and show the amount 
of each separately in your abstract. 

9. You are not to detain the terrimdars until you arrive your* 
self to examine their assessment, but let them, as soon as they 
have finished one village, proceed to another. 

10. If apart of your terrimdars have finished their divisions, 
while another part is still behind in a different district, they will 
also finish the divisions which have not been begun before they 
proceed to a new district. 

11. You will send the pay abstract of terrimdars and peons 

2 D 2 monthly 
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monthly to the aumildar) who will get the amount from the 
treMuiy, and you will issue it and send a receipt 

12. When the assessment of a district is finished, you will 
deliver all the accounts to the aumildar and take his receipt. 

IS. You will class and assess monthly 15,000 cantaray pago- 
das of land cultivated by the rent of the preceding year, and in 
case of any deficiency, your pay of fifteen pagodas will be 
reduced in the same manner as that of the terrimdars. 



FINIS. 
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